Get Recognized - History Day Annual Awards!
Know a great History Day teacher or administrator? Now is the time to nominate them for the 2012 Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year, Jim Kiefert Administrator of the Year or Teacher Mentor awards. Nominations are due to the State Coordinator by Wednesday, January 25, 2012. Winners are recognized at the state contest. New this year, we are looking for teachers in both the junior and senior divisions for the Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year Award. 

Patricia Behring Teacher of the Year Award: This annual award recognizes an outstanding teacher, (junior and senior divisions) who has worked with students in the National History Day program and demonstrated innovative teaching within and outside the classroom. Each division winner will receive a $500 cash award. The state winners represent the state at the national contest, where they will compete with other state winners for the national PBS Teacher of Merit Award. To be eligible, a teacher must be a participant in the National History Day program. 

The evaluation criteria are: 
Development and use of creative teaching methods that interest students in history and help them make exciting discoveries about the past. Examples could include:

· Active learning projects, such as mock debates or oral history projects;

· Innovative use of primary sources;

· Integrated communication technology in history research and classroom learning;

· Teaching methods which link history to students’ broader interests (e.g., using interdisciplinary approaches to historical topics or by developing projects which link history to current events, debates, and issues); or

· The use of teaching methods which build a range of skills in students as they study history.

Exemplary commitment to helping students develop their interest in history and recognize their achievements.  Examples could include:

· Exemplary support and guidance for students working on History Day projects;

· Assistance in helping students showcase their history projects within the community and/or publish their material;

· Overall commitment to the intellectual development of individual students; or

· Encouragement of students to use their understanding of history to become engaged, informed citizens in their community and beyond.

Jim Kiefert Administrator of the Year Award: This annual award honors Jim Kiefert, a Washington History Day founder, and recognizes an administrator who has demonstrated support for the History Day program and fosters a learning environment that encourages student success. The award recognizes outstanding building administrators, district administrators and superintendents. To be eligible, the administrator must work with a school or regional History Day program. The evaluation criteria are: 1) demonstrated support of the History Day Program in the classroom and school community; 2) exemplary commitment to teachers who develop innovative teaching strategies in history education and recognition of their achievements; 3) encouragement and support for student participation in regional, state and national History Day competitions; and 4) personal interest in the teaching and learning of history.

Instructions
· Nominations must be submitted via email by Wednesday, January 25, 2012. 

· Letters of nomination should be no longer than two pages and should address the criteria for the award

· Nominations must include complete contact information for the nominator and nominee (name, title, organization, address, city, state, zip, phone and email).

· Winners will be notified in March 2012. Send nominations and questions to historyday@wshs.wa.gov.

Teacher Mentor Award

Information and Guidelines

Teachers who attend the National History Day competition each year consistently describe it as a rich learning experience. Besides cheering on Washington students and interacting with other teachers from around the world, teachers attend a variety of workshops designed to help them enhance their classroom practices. Friendships are forged, camaraderie flourishes, and teachers return energized to share what they’ve learned. This award will provide funding for a History Day teacher who has not attended the national contest, but has at least three years of History Day teaching experience, to attend the 2012 National History Day competition near Washington, D.C. The winner will attend workshops, observe the contest, and return fortified with new knowledge and enthusiasm for history education. 

Criteria: The winner will be selected by the History Day Advisory Committee from applications received from interested teachers, History Day Regional Coordinators and professional peers. The winner does not have to be associated with a winning student entry to be considered for this award.

Eligibility: Educator must be a History Day teacher in Washington State with at least three years of History Day coaching experience. The winner must be available to attend the National History Day contest and associated professional development workshops, typically held the second or third week of June. 

Requirements: Educator selected for this honor will attend 2012 National History Day contest and associated professional development workshops. Upon return, the winner will submit a brief report to the Washington History Day Advisory Committee about what they learned at the contest and how it will influence their teaching methodology and classroom activities. 
How to Apply: Applications must be sent electronically and should be no more than one page long. To apply, send a letter that addresses the following:

· How long you have been teaching/coaching History Day. Describe where and when you have taught/coached History Day.

· Why do you want to attend the National History Day contest?

· What do you expect to gain from your national contest experience?

· Who will benefit from your experience?

· How might you apply this in your teaching?

Include your name, school, mailing address, phone number and email address on your application. Applications must be received at the state office by Wednesday, January 25, 2012.

For more information: Contact Washington History Day at historyday@wshs.wa.gov.
