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Exploring Washington’s 
Majestic State Capitol
By Cathleen Norman

The Washington State Capitol Furnishings Preservation 
Committee presents Exploring Washington’s Majestic State Capitol, a 
new book by Cathleen Norman. Illustrated with 100 historic and 
contemporary images, the 64-page book details the history of the 
state capitol buildings in Olympia and their historic furnishings 
as well as the locations of the 
capitol in the city. It features 
rare vintage photographs 
as well as striking color 
contemporary photos of 
the legislative building and 
the events and people that 
played significant roles in 
the chronicles of Olympia.

To order call 360/786-1889 or 
visit www.leg.wa.gov/GiftCenter.

All proceeds from the book benefit 
the restoration and preservation 
of the historic furnishings 
of the capitol buildings.
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Knows,” knew how to play an audience. He is pictured in this promotional photo wearing his trademark 
turban, while his assistants sport a farcical mix of East Indian, Egyptian, and Thai headdresses. See related 
story beginning on page 14. (Courtesy Darryl Beckmann)
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Let’s RIDE! Members’ Opening Night Reception
Friday, January 25, 7–9 PM at the History Museum

This members-only event kicks off our first major exhibit of 2013—Let’s Ride! Motorcycling  
the Northwest, a decade-by-decade look at the motorcycle’s journey through Washington.  
Call 253/798-5899 to RSVP. Not a member yet? Visit WashingtonHistory.org and JOIN TODAY!

Washington State Historical Society Annual Awards

David Douglas Award – Recognizing the significant contribution of an individual 
or organization through projects, exhibits, educational products, or any other 
vehicle that informs or expands appreciation of any element of Washington history 
during the previous year.

Robert Gray Medal – The highest award bestowed by the Washington State 
Historical Society; recognizing distinguished and long-term contributions to 
Pacific Northwest history. 

Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching History – Presented to an 
outstanding certified teacher of Pacific Northwest history in an accredited K–12 
Washington school or to a nonprofit organization. 

Peace and Friendship Awards – Presented to a Native American and a second 
individual, each of whom has advanced public understanding of the cultural 
diversity of the peoples of Washington.

The awards will be presented at the Society’s 
annual meeting in June.  Nomination letters (and 
10 copies of supporting documentation) are due 
February 1, 2013. Mail to: WSHS Awards, Attn: 
Shanna Stevenson, 211 21st Ave. SE, Olympia, WA 
98501. For more details, call 1-888-BE-THERE or 
visit WashingtonHistory.org/wshs/awards.aspx.

WINNERS FOR 2011
David Douglas Fellowship Award – Olympia Heritage Commission and Olympia 
Downtown Association; Robert Gray Medal – David L. Nicandri; Governor’s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching History in Washington – Jeff Kreifels; Lorraine Wojahn 
Award – Pauline Betz; John McClelland Jr. Award – John Soennichsen;  Charles 
Gates Award – Mary F. Ehrlander; Peace and Friendship Award – Charlene Krise, 
Dale Croes, Rhonda Foster, and Larry Ross.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
The  Washington State Historical Society invites nominations for the following an-
nual awards to recognize excellence in advancing the field of history in Washington:
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History 
Commentary

By Michael K. Green

I have been a professional historian 
for nearly 50 years. Most of my ca-
reer was spent teaching Pacific 

Northwest history and other courses in 
American history at Eastern Washing-
ton University (EWU). Shortly after I 
retired in 2001, a former student asked 
me to read a draft of a doctoral thesis he was writing on the 
Indians of the Columbia Plateau. Little did I realize then that 
this would lead me in a roundabout way to an astonishing 
discovery that explains the great success of the Jesuit mission 
in converting the Indians of the Northern Columbia Plateau 
to Christianity. The major reason for that success and the 
rather obscure Jesuit missionary who was responsible for it 
have not, hitherto, been recognized. I must say that it was not 
by superior research skills but by accident that I stumbled on 
what turned out to be a historical gold mine.

The first two-thirds of the dissertation contained a superb 
account of the Stone Age culture of the Salish, in which the 
author was able to recreate and illuminate the lives of these 
fascinating people. This was ethno-history at its best; I found 
it very helpful when I was writing a chapter on Plateau In-
dians for a middle school text on Washington history. The 
last third of the work—an examination of Indian-missionary 
relations—disappointed me. Following the lead of earlier 
textbook authors, this thesis argued that the missionary era 
ended in the mid 1840s, though the historical record clearly 
shows that the most important Jesuit missions were estab-
lished later than that. It also lumped the efforts of Protestant 
and Catholic missionaries together in what was said to be a 
failed effort. But I knew from my extensive work teaching 
Native American history in the 1970s that this was not ac-
curate. Actually, the Protestant mission did prove largely un-
successful; following the Whitman Massacre, the Protestant 
missionaries abandoned the Columbia Plateau to their Jesuit 
rivals, whose efforts eventually reaped great success. 

The failure on the part of historians to differentiate between 
these two missions and their divergent results is very strange. 
Indian people and their white neighbors on and off the reser-
vations have been aware for generations that the Salish were 
Catholic all the way back to the days of the missionaries. As 
I read my former student’s thesis, my long-dormant interest in 
the subject was reawakened, and I became intrigued by the 
obvious disconnect between published historical interpreta-
tion and what the Salish themselves knew from their own ex-
perience to be true. To sort this out, I turned to the published 
monographs on individual Salish tribes. Books by Robert Car-
riker, John Fahey, Maria Raufer, and Robert Ruby and John 
Brown clearly document Jesuit success. Yet, I was surprised that 
none of these writers had “connected the dots” to the picture 
their sound research made it possible to see. When viewed 
together, their studies showed that the Jesuits had brought 
Christianity to every Salish tribe from the Okanogan to the 
Bitterroot Valley in a remarkably short period of time.

Violence drove the Protestants from the field, but un-
daunted, the Black Robes (as the Indians called the Jesuits) 
continued their work. They were incredibly persistent. They 
opened, closed, moved, and reopened missions as circum-
stances dictated. Jesuits often travelled with Indians on their 
seasonal rounds, accompanying them to camas fields and 
fishing sites and sometimes journeying with them over the 
Rockies to the buffalo hunting grounds.

Although the efforts of the Black Robes resulted in some 
success with initial contact, the evidence strongly suggests that 
a dramatic increase in Catholic conversions began in the early 
to mid 1850s. It did not occur to me right away that I might 
know what was responsible for the sudden increase. Gradually, 
however, I began to suspect that it might have been the result 
of Father Joseph Joset’s smallpox vaccination campaign.

I first encountered this astonishing but overlooked episode 
back in the early 1970s when I was teaching a course called 
“Northwest Indian History” as part of EWU’s Native American 
Studies program. The course featured lecturers from Northern 
Plateau tribes—each one speaking on his or her specialty. All 

Father Joseph Joset’s Campaign to Save  
the Salish from Smallpox

were asked to comment on a list of topics or problems. The 
topic of missionary contact usually produced a lively discus-
sion. Without exception, each of the speakers (numbering 
more than 20 over the course of two quarters) said that the 
Protestants had failed but the Catholics had been successful. 
Many were simply articulating family and tribal oral traditions. 
One of the speakers, however, was well-qualified to address this 
subject—Father Joseph Brown, a Blackfoot Jesuit priest. Father 
Brown, then about 60 years old, was posted to the Spokane 
Indians at Wellpinit, near Spokane.

Father Brown had spent his adult life as a priest on the Sal-
ish reservations of the Northern Columbia Plateau. He had 
used this opportunity to interview Indians on their relation-
ship to the Jesuits. His basic question was this: What brought 
their ancestors to the Catholic Church? Well read in Western 
history and familiar with oral history methods, he was in an 
excellent position to elicit this information from people who 
were skilled at preserving tribal oral traditions. The informa-
tion Brown obtained supported the usual explanations for 
Jesuit success. This included the ability to get Indians to ac-
cept Christianity without significant disruption to tribal cul-
ture. There was another uncommon but notable explanation. 
Over the years and over many hundreds of interviews, Brown 
kept uncovering memories of the Jesuits successfully battling 
smallpox epidemics in the mid 19th century. The Indians, he 
said, had regarded this as really “big medicine” and flocked to 
the Church as a result.

Father Brown was quite sure that it was Father Joset who 
had organized one vaccination campaign in the 1850s and 
another when smallpox returned in the 1860s. One of the 
great triumphs of folk medicine, the procedure for vaccinat-
ing against smallpox had been known since colonial times. 
It involved finding a healthy recovering victim of the disease 
and obtaining matter from one of the pustules. This was then 
used to inoculate healthy individuals, giving them immunity 
to the disease. Cowpox, a weaker but similar virus, was also 
used for this purpose.

Years passed after that, and while I did not specifically 
look for confirmation of Father Brown’s information on 
Joset and smallpox, neither did I encounter a reference 

to it anywhere. Now, as I browsed the monographs on the Sal-
ish tribes, I experienced a “Eureka!” moment. There in Maria 
Raufer’s Black Robes and Indians on the Last Frontier was a brief 
account of Joset’s battle with smallpox, taken from the Joset pa-
pers in the Jesuit archives at Gonzaga University. This account 
corroborated Father Brown’s information exactly. Raufer also 
quoted a brief passage in a letter from Father Adrian Hoecken to 
Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet, noting that Joset’s vaccination effort 
had increased “the influence of the missionaries.” 

Gustavus Sohon drawing (1863) of the relocated Sacred  
Heart Mission on the Coeur d’Alene River, completed in 1853, 

where Father Joset was stationed.
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Columbia River, then upstream and over the mountains back 
to St. Paul’s. He undertook this circular route several times a 
year, bringing supplies, medicine, and spiritual comfort to the 
Indians. He must have spent half of his life in the saddle. 

Father Joset lived a very long, very active life in constant 
service to Indian people. He died in June 1900, only one 
month after his retirement at the age of 90. If there is a re-
gional scholar looking for a research project—one who can 
handle 19th-century French script—I suggest a biography of 
Joset. He is as consequential a figure in Pacific Northwest his-
tory as his well-known counterpart, Father DeSmet. ❦

Michael K. Green is emeritus professor of history at Eastern Washing-
ton University and coauthor of Washington in the Pacific Northwest, a 
Washington history textbook.

The pieces began falling into place. Joset’s campaign to 
save the Salish from smallpox becomes hugely important 
when you consider what a frightful killer this disease had be-
come for Native Americans. Previous epidemics killed thou-
sands of Plateau people. The first one appeared in the 1770s, 
followed by another in 1800. These two epidemics each took 
about a third of the Salish population. During 1824 and 1825, 
a third virulent strain of smallpox raged across the plateau, 
killing up to half of the Indians. Some small isolated bands 
vanished altogether. These statistics rival the Black Death of 
the 14th century. Naturally the Salish were panicked by the 
reappearance of the disease in 1853.

But it would be different this time. Nearly all of the Indians 
Father Joset and his colleagues treated survived. Those who 
refused treatment died by the hundreds. Indians across the 
Northern Columbia Plateau regarded the Black Robes with 
awe and gratitude. They were so glad to be alive and so devot-
ed to their benefactors that the entire tribe of Kalispels moved 
en masse from their home in the Pend Oreille Valley to the 
Flathead Valley when the St. Ignatius Mission was relocated 
in 1854. The influence of the Kalispels prompted a veritable 
deluge of conversions at St. Ignatius over the next six years. 

Although not a Catholic, I am impressed by the obvious 
achievements of the Jesuit fathers in the mid 19th cen-
tury. During a period of tremendous devastation for the 

Indians, the Black Robes overcame great obstacles to aid them. 
By any measure I can see, the Jesuits’ mission was successful. 
In recent years Father DeSmet has received his due in several 
publications. It is time to bring forward the accomplishments of 
some of the other Jesuits, most especially Father Joseph Joset. 

Father Joset’s vaccination campaign surely saved the Sal-
ish from near extinction. But we should remember him for 
other reasons as well. His principal mission stations were St. 
Paul’s and Sacred Heart. While at the latter, he received word 
via the Coeur d’Alenes that a group of Cayuse Indians was 
planning to kill the Whitmans. He immediately saddled up 
and made a hurried 200-mile journey to warn the Protestant 
missionaries. They, however, shrugged off the warning. This 
incident shows how close Joset was with the Coeur d’Alenes 
and how far the Whitmans were from the Cayuse.

Joset was also on the Steptoe and Wright battlefields, des-
perately riding back and forth between the two forces in an ef-
fort to broker a peaceful settlement; the Indians chose Joset to 
represent them in negotiations with government officials such 
as Colonel Wright and Governor Stevens. During the warmer 
months, Joset would ride over the mountains from St. Paul’s 
Mission, pack string in tow, to visit the tribes in the Okano-
gan. He would work his way down the Okanogan Valley to the 

Father Joseph Joset served as an intermediary between the 
Plateau tribes and the U.S. military and saved the lives of many 

tribal members by inoculating them against smallpox.
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Beyond the Boarding School

THE COLUMBIA  
RIVER INDIANS’  

DILEMMA 
OVER FORMAL 

EDUCATION

By Andrew H. Fisher

WASCO COUNTY TRUANT OFFICER T. J. Smith had a bad day 
on November 17, 1922. The roiling waters of the Columbia River, 
swelled by fall rains, had foiled his latest attempt to catch several In-
dian children from the tiny community on Williams Island, a narrow 

wedge of rock near the city of The Dalles. Nine months earlier, Smith had hesitated 
while school officials and federal administrators debated the question of jurisdiction. 
Omar Babcock, superintendent of the Warm Springs Agency, wanted the children 
in class but could not force them to go because they lived off the reservation. The 
Oregon superintendent of public instruction assumed that his officers had no power 
to compel the attendance of Indian wards. Frustrated with the impasse, Babcock 
fretted that the state’s position “left a wide open door whereby the Indians living off 
the reservation might evade sending their children to school.” 

A gust of bureaucratic hot air soon slammed the door and pushed local au-
thorities to pursue the truants, but the river offered them sanctuary. At low water, 
Smith might have walked to Williams Island across a dry side channel. Now, until 
he found a boat, the children could continue to dodge the education that Babcock 
deemed essential for “development of the [Indian] race.” 

Williams Island was one of many off-reservation refuges where Mid-Columbia 
Indians weathered the storm of Americanization. From the 1880s through the 1920s, 
the U.S. government subjected Native Americans to an intense program of religious 
instruction, educational training, and land allotment designed to destroy their cultures 
and absorb them into the dominant society. The time had come to “make the Indian at 

ABOVE: (From left) Dewey Canapoo,  
Nelson Billy, Wallace Albert, Tommy 

Eli, Buster George, Cecil Billy, and 
Russell Billy horsing around in  

Celilo Village, c. 1940. 
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home in America,” one reformer declared 
with no sense of irony, and few indigenous 
communities would survive the onslaught 
unscathed. With the blessing and assis-
tance of federal officials, Christian mis-
sionaries continued their long crusade to 
crush indigenous spirituality. Meanwhile, 
a national network of church and govern-
ment schools worked to stamp out Native 
languages and lifeways before they took 
root in younger generations. Although 
religious persecution and compulsory 
education had deep and often damaging 
effects on tribal cultures and identities, 
the government never fully achieved its 
goals. Indian resistance and adaptation 
ensured that policies meant to speed as-
similation instead produced unforeseen 
and even contrary results. 

Boarding schools have nearly mo-
nopolized scholarly attention, but many 
Columbia River Indians attended pub-
lic schools even before the Johnson 
O’Malley Act of 1934 provided federal 
funds to subsidize education for Native 
American families exempt from state 
taxes. Their experiences as pioneers 
of school integration, as well as their 

general determination to make white 
knowledge serve Indian ends, broadens 
our understanding of Native American 
responses to the assimilation campaign. 
Their presence in public schools also 
serves as a reminder that Northwest 
Indians never faded into oblivion and 
often refused to toe the lines marked out 
for them by policy and prejudice. Ironi-
cally, the effort to destroy Native cultures 
helped forge a new identity among Co-
lumbia River Indians as defenders of tra-
dition—not despite their off-reservation 
upbringing but because of it.

In the late 1870s, the federal gov-
ernment and the churches began 
expanding the boarding school 
system. By 1900, the Indian Office 

boasted 25 industrial schools off reser-
vation and 81 schools on reservation, 
with a nationwide enrollment of over 
17,000 students. An additional 9,000 
pupils attended the growing number of 
reservation day schools, mission schools, 
and contract public schools. Some Mid-
Columbia Indians went to flagship insti-
tutions such as Carlisle in Pennsylvania 

and Chemawa in western Oregon, but 
the majority went to reservation board-
ing schools. Yakama children generally 
attended the one at Fort Simcoe, which 
operated from 1861 to 1922, and Uma-
tilla students chose between the Catholic 
mission school and the agency boarding 
school. On the Warm Springs reserva-
tion, the Indian Office ran two boarding 
schools until 1895, when the Simnasho 
building burned down and the govern-
ment consolidated educational facilities 
at the agency. Although small and ill-
equipped in comparison to the major in-
dustrial schools, these institutions shared 
basic methods and objectives. Using a 
mixture of military discipline, vocational 
training, and academic instruction, they 
worked to “kill the Indian and save the 
man” within their students.

The first step lay in recruiting and 
retaining enough pupils to fill the 

This map shows some of the major 
Mid-Columbia Indian villages that existed 
in the 1850s. Many off-reservation 
communities persisted well into the 20th 
century and a few into the 21st. 
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Selected Columbia River  
Indian Communities

classrooms. Agents, who after 1903 usu-
ally held the title of school superinten-
dent, employed a variety of carrot-and-
stick techniques to encourage regular 
attendance. They began by advising 
Indian parents “to avail themselves of 
the great opportunities now offered to 
them by the Government of securing 
for their children, without expense to 
themselves, the inestimable boon of 
an English education, including board, 
clothing, and care while sick.” 

If parents did not respond to friendly 
persuasion, agency superintendents tried 
withholding travel passes, lease pay-
ments, and employment opportunities. 
When all else failed, the Indian Office 
granted superintendents full authority to 
compel attendance. By the early 1900s, 
however, agents rarely resorted to the 
strong-arm tactics of the 19th century. 
Superintendent J. E. Kirk considered us-
ing force in 1901 when a group of Warm 
Springs Indians swore they would fight 
rather than put their children in school, 
but the captain of police refused to partic-
ipate and resigned his post. Five years lat-
er, the Umatilla superintendent avowed, 
“I have not used any force in the matter 
of placing the children in school nor do 
I believe that sheer force should be used 
to accomplish this end.” He might have 
added that it had become far less neces-
sary to do so. Although some reservation 
residents continued to resist the govern-
ment’s educational advances, they gener-
ally accepted schooling more readily than 
did their off-reservation relatives. 

The attendance gap between 
these groups widened as the century 

progressed. By the early 1920s, super-
intendents generally reported that all 
the eligible children of the reservation 
had enrolled in school, although many 
started late because their families spent 
the fall away from home. This habit ir-
ritated agency officials, yet they typically 
had no trouble meeting school quotas. In 
fact, they occasionally turned students 
away for lack of space. Some pupils came 
from off-reservation communities, but 
Columbia River Indians easily evaded 
school if they chose not to go. The In-
dian Office did not begin systematically 
tracking attendance at public schools 
until the 1910s, and even then agents 
could not accurately monitor the enroll-
ment of off-reservation children. 

In 1925 Superintendent Evan Estep 
admitted that, thanks to absen-
tee families, there were “a goodly 
number of children of school age 

on our rolls that we know but little of, so 
far as school attendance is concerned.” 
At Warm Springs, annual school census 
reports from The Dalles District noted: 

“These people are nomadic in habit and it 
is impossible to keep track of them.” Even 
if agents knew where the Indians were, 
they could do little to prevent truancy. 
Superintendent Babcock managed to se-
cure the enrollment of some children from 

Rock Creek by freezing trust accounts 
until their parents produced evidence 
of school attendance. In the long term, 
though, he despaired of much improve-
ment unless the Indian Office assigned 
a permanent employee to the Columbia 
River or the agency received better coop-
eration from local authorities.

Legally, local school districts had the 
authority and the responsibility to com-
pel the attendance of Indians residing off 
reservation. As Superintendent Babcock 
informed one county administrator, “We 
have little, or no, chance to force them to 
place their children in school but they are 
directly amenable to the laws of the state 
in which they live regarding the educa-
tion of their children.” 

Starting in 1891, the Department of 
the Interior paid public school tuition 
for Indian students because, as federal 

wards, their parents contributed no prop-
erty taxes to support education. The 
original contract system proved unnec-
essarily cumbersome, however, and some 
school officials seemed unaware that they 
could receive payments or require the 

Estelle Reel, superintendent of Indian schools 
from 1898–1910, took this photograph of 
girls at the Fort Simcoe boarding school 
on the Yakama reservation. Many parents 
resisted sending their children there.

Using a mixture of military discipline, vocational training, 
and academic instruction, [schools] worked to “kill the Indian 

and save the man” within their students.
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attendance of Indian children. As late as 
the 1930s, agency superintendents had 
to walk district administrators through 
the process of applying for tuition and 
remind them of their jurisdiction over 
Indian truants. Instead of appreciation, 
agents received complaints from parents 
and school boards accusing Indians of 
hitching a free ride on the backs of tax-
payers. Even on the Yakama reservation, 
where public schools depended on Indi-
an tuition, the idea that Indian students 
got something for nothing proved impos-
sible to dispel. More than mere ignorance 
kept it alive. For those who wished to 
promote a de facto form of school seg-
regation, the tax issue furnished a useful 
propaganda tool.

Racial prejudice partially explains 
both the hesitance of school adminis-
trators to pursue Indian truants and the 
reluctance of Indian parents to enroll 
their children. Although the districts 
gladly accepted tuition payments, many 
white parents and teachers had no de-
sire to see Native American pupils in 
the classroom. In 1922, the storekeeper 
at Celilo informed the Warm Springs 
agency that a local man “would not send 
[his] little girl to school on account of the 
Indian children going. He has been to 
the school board, the [county superinten-
dent], and even took it up with the [state 
superintendent] to have them put out.” 
Twelve years later, the school board in 

The Dalles still opposed the attendance 
of Indian children from Celilo, although 
board members insisted they did so only 
because the terrible sanitary conditions 
in the village made it “a hotbed of epi-
demics.” White residents of the Goodnoe 
Hills district made no such excuses in 
1940, when some “stated that they were 
going to attempt to frighten the Indians 
from attending the school by telling them 
that they would be required to vote and 
thus lose all their rights as Indians.” 

Teachers and administrators 
often joined the chorus calling 
for the exclusion of Indians 
from public schools. Due to 

their spotty attendance, wrote the Ar-
lington district superintendent, “They 
are very backward in their work and are 
a decided burden on the class…. I wish 
to ask very frankly if we must keep these 
children in school here or whether they 

should attend some Indian school.” Such 
feelings were not lost on Native parents. 
As Frank Seelatsee said to Superinten-
dent Estep in 1930, “The white people 
do not want my children in school. He 
just wants the money you pay.”

Given the strength of anti-Indian 
sentiment in local white communities, 
parents had good cause to doubt the qual-
ity of their children’s education. With the 
exception of the Celilo school and some 
reservation districts, Indian students 
formed a minority at public institutions. 
None employed Native American teach-
ers—unlike many boarding schools—
and multicultural education had yet to 
be invented. A History of Oregon, the 
standard history textbook in Oregon 
primary schools from the 1920s through 
the 1950s, described Indians as “true sav-
ages.” While acknowledging some tribal 
distinctions, the authors declared, “it 
cannot be said that any of them possessed 

ABOVE: Celilo Village 
and Celilo Falls, a major 
tribal fishery until its 
destruction in 1957.

LEFT: Wilson Sam 
gaffing salmon, 1937. 
For most Mid-Columbia 
Indians, subsistence 
took precedence over 
white education.

©
Th

om
as

 R
ob

in
so

n

C
olum

bia G
orge D

iscovery C
enter, W

asco C
ounty H

istorical M
useum

more than the rude beginnings of civili-
zation…. They were always poor, always 
hungry and miserable.” Indian students 
further read, 

The red man once lived undisturbed in 
Oregon; his villages once filled every 
valley. Now, however, his thousands 
of warriors and hunters, his dark-eyed 
maidens and careless children are no 
more…. Today only a remnant re-
mains. They are wards of the Nation, 
carefully watched over, their wants pro-
vided for. Those of the new generation, 
born on the reservations, have become 
reconciled to the new plan of life. If they 
can do what their ancestors could not 
achieve, they may survive. For, after 
all is said, the Indian vanished because 
he could not learn the ways of the white 
man. He could not survive in competi-
tion with the dominant race.

Even after the Indian New Deal in-
troduced a measure of cultural pluralism 
to federal policy, public school children 
continued to read about helpless Indian 
wards confined to reservations and cod-
dled by a benevolent government. As 
Johnny Jackson recalled of his school-
ing during the late 1930s and 1940s, 
“American history was all about George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Thomas Edison, and all those…. There 
was none about no natives.” Jackson also 
remembered frequent fights with white 
boys who insulted Indian children. He 
eventually learned to box, but that could 
not protect him from the physical and 
psychic blows landed by his teachers.

The treatment of Indian students in 
public schools reflected their marginal 
status within Euro-American society. 
Although some instructors probably tried 
their best to reach Native children, oth-
ers treated them with contempt and hos-
tility, even to the point of physical abuse. 
In 1931, Bessie Quiemps of Underwood, 
Washington, wrote the Yakama agency 
“to report the trouble of my little Boy in 
school. The teacher beat him on the head 
and face in a fit of temper.” Johnny Jack-
son’s teacher “used to hit us on the hand 
with a ruler if she caught us talking to each 
other in our own language.” Meanwhile, 

a nine-year-old Indian student in nearby 
Maryhill got in trouble for not talking at 
all. Clarence G. Davis, the Indian Office 
field agent sent to determine whether 
the boy was “demented,” found instead 

“that he plays normally at home, talking 
and shouting like any other children, but 
that at school he ‘seeks shelter within his 
shell not unlike a turtle.’” Whereas his 
aunt explained this behavior as shyness, a 
white neighbor deemed the student “just 
dumb like lots of Indians,” and the teach-
er dismissed him as “a terrible draw-back 
to her school.” In such an inhospitable 
environment, it hardly seems surprising 
that Native children frequently failed to 
thrive or even stay in the classroom.

For many Columbia River Indi-
ans, simply getting to and from 
class each day proved difficult. 
Scattered along the river and 

in remote side canyons, their homes 
often stood a considerable distance 
from the nearest public school. 
The temporary closure of the 
Wah kiacus, Washington, school 
in 1928 gave the Indian students 
there no choice but to walk four 
miles, “up hill and a steep hill at 
that,” to a school on the bench 
above the Klickitat River. Pass-
ing up the opportunity to regale 
their future children with stories 
of the hike, they opted to play 
hooky instead. 

During the same period, pupils 
from Rock Creek had to walk six 
miles down a narrow, winding 
road to attend class in Goodnoe 

Hills. The district had provided a small 
bus by the late 1930s, but it could not 
accommodate all the students, and the 
Indian driver had a drinking problem that 
threatened their safety. One afternoon, 

rather than wake him from a drunken 
slumber and risk another wild ride, they 
opted to walk home. A group of con-
cerned parents led by William Yallup, the 
headman at Rock Creek, demanded that 
the district hire a new driver and even 
proposed their own replacement. Inexpli-
cably, the school board dragged its heels 
for over two years, possibly hoping that 
the Indians would give up and stay home. 
Frustrated by this irresponsible behavior, 
Chief Yallup asked the Indian Office to 
build a day school at a convenient point 
within Rock Creek Valley. Although his 
people had never moved to the Yakama 
reservation, he considered Indian educa-
tion to be “peculiarly the function of the 
Indian Service and not of the States and 
says that he never ‘put my mark on any 

Reservation superintendents and 
school administrators engaged in a 
tug-of-war with Indians over school 
attendance, especially when parents 
prioritized cultural instruction 
or depended on their children to 
support the family economy.

Given the strength of anti-Indian sentiment in local white 
communities, [Native American] parents had good cause to 

doubt the quality of their children’s education.
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paper that said the Indian children should 
go to State school.’”

Yallup’s request offers two valuable in-
sights into the River People’s complex and 
evolving attitude toward Euro- American 
education. First, it illustrates the feelings 
of mistrust and neglect held by many off-
reservation Indians, who judged public 
schooling to be both inadequate and a 
breach of the federal government’s trust 
responsibility. Second, his statement 
shows that Columbia River Indians did 
not categorically oppose sending their 
children to “the school of the white man.” 

In 1939, Yallup declared himself 
“very much in favor of them attending 
such schools, being taught to think well 
and secure the benefits of a rudimentary 
education such as reading, writing, and 
being able to handle figures. And he 
believes that he has the backing of all 
Indians in this district in this [regard].” 
Understandably, they did object to the 
practice of treating sick children at 
boarding schools, without parental con-
sent, “and then notifying the Indian par-
ents that their child is dead and asking 
such parent to come and get their dead 
child.” Besides leaving families “deeply 
shocked and wounded,” such callous 
conduct robbed their people of potential 
leaders. Yallup, like many Native Ameri-
cans, believed that education should 
serve Indian interests first and foremost. 
As Field Agent Davis reported:

He is very much opposed to [the] trend to 
fill the mind of the child so full of imprac-
tical teachings that the child cannot do 
any good either for himself or his people 
when he returns, and that the trend is to 
wean him away from the idea of using 
his newly acquired knowledge for the 
benefit of the Indian people—to help 
protect the rights of the Indian.

The desire to obtain education 
without compromising their 
own identity presented Co-
lumbia River Indians with a 

difficult dilemma, especially with regard 
to language instruction. Public school 
teachers, like their counterparts in the 
boarding schools, expected students to 
speak English only—even if the teacher 
did not. Rock Creek resident Ella Jim 
remembered with bitter irony the Ger-
man American woman at the Goodnoe 
Hills schoolhouse who spoke her na-
tive language fluently while forbidding 
Indian children to speak theirs. Parents 
and grandparents often tried to coun-
teract such pressure, with mixed results. 
Mavis Kindness, a childhood resident of 
Rock Creek, had hoped to attend the 
Chemawa boarding school; her mother 
withheld permission for fear that she 
would forsake their ancestral tongue. 
Kindness kept it and now teaches in the 
Yakama Nation’s language preservation 
program, but other children were not 
so lucky. 

Johnny Jackson started school speak-
ing only Sahaptin but left knowing very 
little. Although he could understand 
his parents and his grandmother, who 

refused to converse with him in English, 
he soon began to use the new language 
exclusively. “We never tried to talk our 
own language or anything in school 
anymore,” he noted in a 1999 interview. 
“But later on, after we start forgetting a 
lot of things we were supposed to know, 
well it kind of bothered us.” In trying to 
reclaim Sahaptin and other traditional 
knowledge as an adult, he generally 
turns to elders from the off-reservation 
community around Rock Creek when he 
“gets stuck with something.”

For Jackson’s family and others, the 
proper balance between the “old ways” 
and the new became a subject of debate 
among adults and a source of confusion 
for children. Walter Speedis, who grew 
up at Rock Creek, went to school be-
cause his mother wanted him “to know 
what white man’s feelings is…she was 
talking about ulterior motives.” When 
he spoke English to his elders, however, 
they whipped him and scolded: “Don’t 
talk English to me, I’m not a white man!” 
Other adults simply pretended not to 
hear children unless they “talked In-
dian.” Speedis’s neighbor, Elsie Gibson, 
willingly sent her boys off to class only 
because she “wanted them to learn [to] 
read and write and [interpret for] me.” 

Highly practical in their approach to 
education, many River People subordi-
nated the pursuit of “white” knowledge 
to the obligations of family and the pres-
ervation of culture. By the 1940s, they 
had accepted formal schooling insofar as 
it enhanced their ability to meet threats 
and deal with outsiders. They rejected 
education to the degree it promoted as-
similation and endangered their concep-
tion of traditional Indianness. Some also 
remained skeptical of its potential to en-
sure fair and honest dealings from white 
society. “Yeah, I know how to read and 
write,” said Ella Jim’s cousin, “but those 
words on the treaty they never live up to 
and probably never will.” ✦

Andrew H. Fisher grew up in Portland and is 
associate professor of history at the College of 
William and Mary. This article is excerpted from 
Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River 
Indian Identity (University of Washington Press, 
2010), with permission of the publisher.

Chief William Yallup, his wife Pe-upe-sen-
wah, and their son Thomas in Spokane, 1925. 
Yallup stubbornly defended Columbia River 
Indian rights until his death in 1955.
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By Norman Reed

EARLY PIONEERS ARRIVED in the Oregon Country with little besides 
the clothes on their backs and a few basic hand tools—shovel, ax, 
scythe, and saw. They used farming techniques that had changed 
very little in hundreds of years. On the great farmlands surrounding 

Champoeg, Toledo, Salem, Silverton, and Walla Walla they carved out lives 
for themselves and their families, but profitable farming, even with extremely 
fertile soil, was impossible using such simple tools.

During those same years, great changes were taking place in American 
agriculture. Cyrus McCormick in Rockbridge County, Virginia, perfected 
the reaper in 1847, which made grain harvesting faster and easier. By 1863, 
Jerome I. Case in Racine, Wisconsin, improved on the complicated grain 
threshing machines. Companies like Deere, Oliver, Russell, and Deering 

improved plows, binders, 
engines, and other farm 
implements. These ad-
vances in mechanization 
revolutionized farming 
in the United States and 
around the world. Not 
all agricultural innova-
tions came from the East 
Coast. The combine harvester and the track style tractor were in-
vented in the West—Daniel Best and other Oregon men had signifi-
cant input into their design.

Small, colorful lithographic giveaway cards became popular marketing 
devices around this time. These little advertisements, or trade cards, were 
the first color images produced in mass quantities by marketers, and they 
were distributed to farmers who became the first buyers of large, mass-
manufactured agricultural machinery.

Mitchell, Staver and Walker

DURING THE MID 1800s two young men from Wisconsin each 
formed businesses in Portland that lasted into the 21st century. 
Nineteen-year-old William Henry Mitchell, traveled by wagon to 
Olympia in 1853. The oldest son of Henry Mitchell, founder of the 

Selling Agricultural Evolution in the  
Pacific Northwest

implements of 

CHANGE

ABOVE: Front and back of a c. 1885 cut-
out Staver & Walker trade card featuring 

the company’s Portland headquarters.

LEFT: In the company’s early days, Staver 
and Walker distributed Case Plow Works 

implements exclusively. This c. 1881 
trade card exalts the horse. The steam-

driven implement industry was still  
in its infancy at that time.
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Mitchell Lewis Wagon Company in Racine, Wisconsin, he entered the saw-
mill business and helped establish the Olympia & Tenino Railroad. In 1882 
he started the Mitchell & Lewis Company in Portland and became a leading 
distributor of Mitchell-Wilson wagons as well as Canton Clipper plows, Cham-
pion bailing presses, Ingersoll compressors, Avery headers, and Hoosier drills. 
Branch offices opened in Seattle, Spokane, and Boise.

The second young man from Wisconsin, George W. Staver, entered the hardware 
and farm implements business after serving in the Civil War. The 
J. I. Case Company employed him as a consultant and travel-
ing sales representative. In 1881 Staver partnered with fellow 
employee W. H. Walker to form Staver & Walker, a distributor 
for Case equipment. They soon expanded to a complete line of 
implements and built an immense warehouse in Portland. Their 
line included threshers, engines and plows; dairy, farm and mill 
machinery; engines, boilers and sawmills; and wagons, buggies, 
carriages, and carts. Before long there were branches in most 
major towns in Washington, Idaho, and Oregon.

After Walker’s death in 1890, Mitchell merged his com-
pany with Staver & Walker, becoming Mitchell, Lewis & 
Staver. Mitchell continued as president until 1897 when his 
son Henry W. Mitchell became the manager. The Seattle 
branch—managed by another son, Frank W. Mitchell—oc-
cupied a substantial four-story building. An ad in the Seattle 

Argus shows that by 1900 the company had begun branching into pumps, compres-
sors, and other mining equipment, which were then in great demand in Seattle. 
Mitchell, Lewis & Staver is still in business today. Its headquarters in Wilsonville, 
Oregon, and its many branches sell pumps throughout the western United States.

Charles Dodd

BORN IN 1838, CHARLES DODD grew up on the East Coast, attended Yale 
College, and at 17 years of age supervised a railroad construction crew on the 
Isthmus of Panama. Among various other pursuits, he worked in the hardware 
business before settling down in Portland and partnering a business as a farming 
equipment supplier in 1868. 

Charles H. Dodd & Company established supply depots throughout the terri-
tory and lent equipment to farmers. His major product lines were Schuttler wagons, 
Buckeye mowers and reapers, Altman threshers, and Deere plows. Farmers paid 
for the equipment only after their crops were harvested and sold. Dodd had lent 
thousands of dollars worth of equipment to farmers as early as 1869. When conflicts 
with the local tribes drove farmers from their homes, Dodd suffered great losses, 
but his reputation among the farmers remained untarnished. Besides Portland and 
Athena, Oregon, Dodd had shops in Spokane, Albany, Pullman, Colfax, and Walla 
Walla, Washington, as well as Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho. He was active in local 
politics and community service until he died in Portland on June 12, 1921.

Burrell and Knapp 

MARTIN STRONG BURRELL stands out as probably the most diversified of the 
agricultural implement dealers. He left Ohio for Portland in 1856 and worked as a 
bookkeeper for the firm of Knapp & Hull, commission merchants. Hull retired in 1860 
and Burrell became a partner with his cousins Jabez B. Knapp and Richard Baxter 
Knapp. Knapp, Burrell & Company soon opened its doors on Front and Alder streets 
in Portland with McCormick reapers and binders, farm and mill machinery, and fine 
carriages. Soon agricultural implements grew from just a department to the whole 
interest of the company. Financing these machines was always a problem for farmers. 
Burrell established a system of national banks in Baker City and Pendleton, Oregon, 

TOP: C. 1895 trade card from the 
Seattle-based Mitchell, Lewis & Staver 

Company, featuring a Mitchell  
Company wagon and sled.

ABOVE: A Dodd & Company trade card 
produced in the 1870s, during the heyday 

of animal-drawn farm implements. 

Front (below) and back (facing page) of a 
Knapp, Burrell & Company trade card. 

and in Walla Walla, Dayton, and Colfax, Washington. He also invested heav-
ily in a fleet of sailing vessels managed by W. H. Besse, a New Bedford, Mas-

sachusetts, sea 
captain. In 1870 
Jabez Knapp sold 
his interest to his 
brother Richard. 
When Martin 
Burrell died in 
1885, Richard 
Knapp carried 
on as president. 
Knapp, Burrell & Compa-
ny prospered, as did Port-
land, which grew from a 

small town of 1,000 inhabitants into a major regional city by the turn of the century. 
The company eventually expanded to Spokane, 
Walla Walla, Colfax, and La Grande.

Daniel Best

FARM MACHINERY INVENTOR Daniel Best 
began his career in the Oregon Country. In his early 
20s he left his Iowa home for Steptoeville (Walla 
Walla), Washington. After two failed attempts in the 
lumber business, he worked a variety of jobs through-
out the 1860s before joining his brother to work on a 
ranch in California. There, Best hit upon the idea of 
bringing grain cleaners to the ranch instead of trans-
porting the harvest to grain cleaners in town. In April 
1871, aided by brothers Zachariah and Henry, Best’s 
efforts resulted in his first patented machine.

The cleaning machines evolved into moving 
combine harvesters for the California and Oregon 
grain growing regions. These machines harvested, 
threshed, and bagged the grain in one pull through 
the field. The Daniel Best Agricultural Works 
opened in 1886 in San Leandro, California, to produce his harvesters. As the ma-
chines became larger and heavier, Best began developing and manufacturing engines 
to power them. His subsequent success began a new era of agriculture, in which horse 
and mule teams were eventually replaced by engines. Best and his major competitor, 
the Holt Company, were antecedents of the Caterpillar Tractor Company. 

Agricultural Transformation

THE GRADUAL transformation from animal-powered to engine-
powered machinery is reflected in farm implement promotional 
materials. The men and companies represented here are but a sam-
pling of the developers and suppliers of agricultural machinery in 
the region. Their marketing materials reflect the transition from 
animal-powered to machine-powered implements and provide an 
early glimpse of an industry that helped transform agrarian efforts 
into profitable farming ventures in the Pacific Northwest. .

Norman Reed is a retired manufacturing executive from Kent with an inter-
est in Washington’s industrial and agricultural history. The illustrations for 
this article are all courtesy of the author.

BOTTOM: Alva H. Averill came to 
Oregon in 1889 as a bookkeeper for 

Russell & Company. In 1902 he formed 
the Averill Machinery Company in 

Portland to represent Russell and later 
established branch houses in eastern 
Washington, Montana, and California.

ABOVE: Knapp, Burrell & Company trade 
card for McCormick reapers, c. 1865.

BELOW: An 1897 postcard depicting a 
Best steam-driven harvesting machine. 
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Claude 
Alexander 

Conlin
“The Man Who Knows”

“Never trust the teller, trust the tale.”
—D. H. Lawrence

C
laude Alexander Conlin 
called himself “Alexander, 
The Man Who Knows,” and 
at the height of his show 

business career he sold out theaters 
across the United States and Canada 
for weeks at a time. He made millions 
of dollars from box office receipts 
and his stock-in-trade sale of books, 
crystal balls, Ouija boards, and related 
merchandise. In 1919 alone, he made 
$23,000 a week in Seattle, and $19,000 
a week in Spokane. Conlin had taken 
inspiration from a nationally syndicated 
1908–09 New York Tribune serial about a 
crystal gazer and mystery solver—Astro, 
the Seer, by Alan Braghamton—and had 
adjusted his act to benefit from 
the character’s popularity. 

Whether Alexander 
could truly read minds 
and predict the future 
is open to conjecture. 
However, he could 
definitely read chang-
es in the entertain-
ment market. By the 
early 1920s, Alexander 

show business magic for a generation 
and, by building up the legend of “the 
mysterious and celebrated Dr. Q.,” 
planned to hold on to a good piece of 
the action for some time to come. One 
of the three men was Conlin himself. 
The other two were Floyd Thayer and 
Carl Owen, owner and employee, re-
spectively, of Thayer Manufacturing, 
then the world’s leading supplier of 
magic and illusionary equipment for the 
show business magic fraternity.

Conlin's turban tale became the clas-
sic Hollywood model for an amoral, un-
principled, irrepressible magician/confi-
dence man. With just the right dusting 
of criticism, Conlin seems to condemn 
Dr. Q.’s tactics and behavior while still 
admiring him for being a great trickster 
who is merely operating within the con-
fines of available options. Throughout 
the 1930s and 1940s, motion picture 
audiences would see this classic model 
brought to the screen again and again in 
films like Warren Williams’s 1933 movie, 
The Mind Reader (note the turban); Eter-
nally Yours, with David Niven and Loret-
ta Young (1939); and Nightmare Alley in 
1947, with Tyrone Power. To understand 
how the shaping of show business magic 
took place, we must reexamine a little 

could already see that his days as an 
on-stage mentalist headliner were num-
bered. In 1921 he candidly wrote and 
published a professional insider’s tell-all, 
The Life and Mysteries of the Celebrated 
Dr. Q., in which he introduced the main 
character as follows:

In 1910, while playing in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, I had the pleasure of meeting 
a gentleman whom we will in the future 
refer to as Dr. “Q.” He was, of all the 
rogues and scoundrels, the confidence 
man par excellence, as the French 
would say—not by the excellence of his 
high character, to be sure, or his moral 
worth, but by his artistic superiority.

What Conlin does not reveal to his 
readers is that Dr. Q. serves as a proxy 

for the three men 
who had shaped 

BY DARRYL BECKMANN AND JAMES BLEDSOE

ABOVE: Claude Conlin 
(1897) as a young man 

before leaving for the 
Klondike Gold Rush.

LEFT: Drawing from 
Alexander’s book, The 

Life and Mysteries of the 
Celebrated Dr. Q.

C
ourtesy D
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Pacific Northwest history and look back 
on a few episodes in Conlin’s life.

W
hen gold was discovered in 
the Klondike in 1896, it trig-
gered the last great gold rush 
of the 19th century. By 1898 

over 100,000 stampeders had rushed 
to the Yukon, though only 30,000 
completed the hazardous journey. The 
most common stampeder route to the 
Yukon went through Skagway, Alaska, 
and then over dangerous Chilkoot 
Pass. Like so many others, Conlin 
sought to make his fortune in the far 
north. Though he did not strike it 
rich there, he learned a few things.

Just as Conlin later amalgamated 
Thayer, Owen, and himself into the 
mysterious Dr. Q.,” he lent himself 
to being included in other peo-
ple’s far-fetched tales. Many of the 
“facts” modern readers know about 
Alexander Conlin are fictions first 
invented by Conlin himself and 
then perpetuated by enthusiastic 
amateur historians and flat-out 
myth makers. Some of these are 
deliberate fictions, some inadver-
tent ones. Two of these yarns con-
nect Conlin with Soapy Smith, an 
American outlaw and con artist of 
the late 19th century.

The first yarn puts forth that 
Conlin was swindled out of his 
money in one of Soapy’s Skagway 
saloons. The other alleges that Conlin 
shot Soapy Smith on the Juneau dock at 
Skagway. No one but Conlin, though, 
seems to have witnessed this event. 

Other Klondike stories tell of Alex-
ander running a brothel, dealing Faro, 
catching a cheat, challenging him to 
a duel, killing the man in self-defense, 
and then avoiding being killed by the 
man’s avenging brothers and so on—
all good yarns, indeed, but with little 

to substantiate them. What we know 
for certain is that, while in the Yukon, 
Conlin met and worked with dance 
hall legend Klondike Kate Rockwell 
and future theater producer/promoter 
Alexander Pantages. The bottom line, 
though, is that both Conlin’s real and 
fictitious Klondike credentials paid 
dividends later on, based on the rela-
tionship he developed there with Alex-
ander Pantages.

In the early 1900s, Alexander 
Conlin and Alexander Pantages both 

TOP: Della Martell was Conlin’s third wife. 
Together they performed a successful 
vaudeville mind-reading act featuring 
“Alexander the Great.”

BOTTOM: Conlin posing in his “Alexander” 
costume outside the Pantages Theater for  
an article in the Tacoma Ledger, 1921.

returned to Seattle from the Alaska 
gold fields and restarted their careers, 
but many years then passed before their 
show business successes linked up again. 
When Conlin arrived in Seattle, he 
rekindled his friendship with Del Adel-
phia, a seasoned magician he had seen 
in the Yukon performing at Dawson’s 
Palace Theatre.

Between 1902 and 1912 Conlin 
worked on his magic act, perfected his 
mind-reading techniques, married and 
divorced several times, and became 
a father. In later life he was to say, “I 
have spent half my life chasing women 
and the other half running away from 
them.” He and his first wife, Jessie 
Cullen, formed a “Challenge Escape” 
act similar to the one Harry Houdini 
had popularized. Conlin’s second mar-
riage, to Ethel Lyman, produced a son, 
Claude A. Conlin Jr., who was born at 
Providence Hospital. In 1909 Conlin 
married Della Martell, a former circus 
hootchy-kootchy dancer. His fourth 
marriage to actress Zora Lannour in 
1912 only lasted a year. After that 
he reconnected with Della Martell. 
Together, Conlin and Martell devel-
oped a mind-reading act they called 
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“Alexander The Great” and soon be-
gan moving up the vaudeville bills.

B
orrowing and lending money in 
the early 1900s had a different 
look than it does today. Obtain-
ing credit or start-up capital 

depended as much on chutzpah and 
panache as it did on creditworthiness. 
For Conlin, things took a real turn for 
the better following one of his Oakland 
performances. After the show Lillian 
Bartlett, a recent widow with theatrical 
aspirations of her own, visited the mental-
ist backstage. She fell into his commercial 
trap, as had many women before her. 
Soon Conlin was convincing her of her 
special qualities as a dancer and actress. 
To complete his con, Alexander invited 
her back to the next day’s performance for 
a “Deep Read.” He was about to improve 
his fortunes and his balance sheet.

Young and pretty, Lillian Bartlett 
had been practically indentured to 
marry a New York banker, a man much 
older than herself. His will stipulated 
that if she were to be separated from him 
by divorce or death, she would have to 
wait three years before remarrying in or-
der to receive $200,000. Any less time 
and she would only receive $50,000. 
Soon Lillian was Alexander’s financial 
partner. She began to demand more say 
in how the show was run, especially her 
own dance routine. Predictably, ten-
sions arose amongst Della, Lillian, and 
Conlin. Eventually, Della was placated 
with some go-away money.

Thanks to Lillian Bartlett’s infusion 
of $50,000 when she married Conlin, 
he was able to build an elaborate new 
show. It premiered in Visalia, Califor-
nia, in 1916 and garnered immediate 
success. Beautiful lithographed posters 
were created by Alexander’s talented 
personal artist, “Kid Jones,” whose 
style is consistent with the commercial 
art of the period—most prominently, 
Alphonse Mucha. One poster gave Al-
exander an aura of Eastern mysticism, 
not to mention a darkened skin tone to 

One of a series of posters Conlin had 
designed by the same artist, this striped 
Alexander poster is collected worldwide. C
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affect an East Indian air. In the poster 
“Alexander The Man Who Knows,” 
Conlin wears a turban shaped like a 
slithering question mark.

Two basic tenets guided Conlin’s 
career. First, the experienced magician 
is aware of how easily people can be 
deceived by fake effects. Second, a pro-
fessional magician’s livelihood depends 
heavily on self-promotion—a constantly 
recurring theme in Conlin’s career. Be-
cause of his own talents, inclinations, 
and adult experiences, Conlin quickly 
acquired exceptional insight into how an 
affluent society operated while develop-
ing a hardheaded appreciation for the 
mechanics of illusion and utter contempt 
for the people he entertained.

His show was a phenomenal suc-
cess—quite probably the biggest money-
maker in vaudeville’s history. He opened 
with a “Flash Magic” act followed by 
a  pseudo-hypnosis demonstration and 
“Oriental” style costumes and dance 
numbers, and concluded with a spellbind-
ing finale—his trademark Simla Séance. 
Simla was a popular place in India for the 
“enlightened rich.” The reference rein-
forced Alexander’s implied yogi ancestry. 
Audience members were encouraged to 
come backstage after each show to receive 
“greater enlightenment.” The lion’s share 
of these customers were women, and they 
hoped to achieve that enlightenment by 
purchasing the magician’s books, pam-
phlets, and crystal balls.

Conlin was constantly working to 
improve his act and get the word out. 
He kept Pantages and others informed 
about his plans through letters, news-
paper clippings, telegrams, and personal 
notes. Even though Pantages was a close 
friend, Alexander did not play the pres-
tigious Pantages theaters until a world 
war and a flu pandemic had crippled the 
entertainment business. The Great War 
posed serious problems for all theater 
owners, including Pantages. Box-office 
receipts dropped with a sickening thud. 
Ticket money went to purchase Lib-
erty Bonds, and people stayed at home. 
Then, right after the war, the Spanish 
flu pandemic added its toll. Nine out of 

ten American theaters shut down, and 
many cities forbade public gatherings.

A man with an enormous ego and 
unbounded self-confidence, Alexander 
Conlin saw opportunity where most 
others saw crisis, and he dared to be-
come a “four-waller” after World War 
I. The term four-waller is used when an 
entertainer pays for his or her stage time, 
sharing the playbill with no one. For the 
entertainer, four-walling can be a huge 
roll of the dice, with odds of success that 
make a craps table look inviting. Thanks 
to both the war and the worldwide flu 
epidemic, Alexander was able to take 
full economic advantage of his new 
mentalist show through arrangements 
he made with Pantages. In light of the 
badly depressed entertainment market, 
it is easy to see why Pantages would al-
low someone to share the risks and costs 
of production. Although Conlin paid a 
premium price for the use of the Pan-
tages theaters and gave his old friend a 
commission, he now had the playbill all 
to himself. While other vaudevillians, 
including Houdini, shared the bill with 
many others, Alexander was the show.

During his performances Conlin used 
shills to “lock in” or further convince 
his audiences. Confederates planted in 
the theatre would gasp in astonishment, 
feign embarrassment, even jump up and 
run from the theatre, all on the mental-
ist’s cue. He also used the latest theatrical 
technologies for his illusionary larceny. 
He would plant attendants in the the-
ater’s restrooms to engage patrons in 
small talk. Microphones hidden behind 
the relief art on the walls connected to 
wires that ran backstage to a room where 
assistants could monitor these conver-
sations. Tidbits of useful information 
would be written on small billets to be 
placed into a palm-sized dispensing de-
vice hidden behind Alexander’s crystal 
ball. Then, during the Simla Séance, 
he would stare dramatically into the 
ball and make pronouncements about 
upcoming marriages, jobs, moves, births, 
and so on. The trademark effect of the 
Simla Séance astonished audiences and 
was the highlight of the show.

Ever adroit at self-promotion, Con-
lin had his picture taken outside the 
 Pantages Theater in Tacoma in 1921; 
dressed in a turban and flowing robes, 
he stands with one foot on the running 
board of his Buick touring car. The image 
accompanied an article in the Tacoma 
Ledger that bore the following headline, 
“Alexander Says Psychic Powers Come 
Naturally.” The article states, “Not until 
you had looked deep into his steel gray 
eyes would you notice the super nor-
mal about him. Back of them you can 
see the wonderful mind that has justly 
titled him the peer of psychics.” Conlin 
is then quoted as saying that his fondest 
times are when he and his old pals Her-
man Keller and Harry Houdini spend 
many a pleasant hour roaming through 
the gardens that surround the palatial 
Conlin estate in Los Angeles. The ar-
ticle concludes ironically with: “A good 
part of the night after the performance is 
devoted to his mail, which closely resem-
bles the shipment of a postal sub-station. 
His friends the world over proclaim him 
an ‘all-around good scout.’”

A
lexander’s thoughts and ac-
tions, and his large stock of 
creative language, provide 
real insight into his life in 

Southern California in the 1910s and 
’20s. His proclivity for coining unusual 
phrases to express life situations with 
a sense of cynical humor is a case of 
studied irony. Any topic he discussed or 
thought about received his sardonic wit: 
on using alcohol as a means of persua-
sion, “He turpentined many a man into 
seeing things his way”; on nuns’ habits 
and the habits of nuns, “That nun’s 
uniform could not veto her cute shape 
if it tried. I could dream about nature, 
could I not?”; on Los Angeles elites with 
whom he conducted private séances, 
“An after-dinner chit-chat with a couple 
of cerebral lightweights.”

Since his Alaska sojourn, Alexander 
had possessed a talent for blurring the 
distinction between performer and con 
man. Los Angeles provided a perfect 
venue for both. In the 1910s and ’20s, 

“Not until you had looked deep into his steel gray eyes would you notice the super normal about him.”
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it was the most quack-intensive town in 
the nation. Local author Mayo Morrow 
promised that “any wizard, geomancer, 
soothsayer, holy jumper, herb doctor, 
whirling dervish, snake charmer, medi-
caster, table turner or Evil Eye, practicing 
any form of black magic, demonology, 
joint jerking, witchcraft, thaumaturgy, 
spirit rapping, back rubbing, physical 
torture or diabetical novelty will find as-
sured success and prosperity in Los An-
geles despite fierce competition.”

A
lexander was born in the 
Dakota Territory in 1880. 
His father was a prominent 
local doctor. From the time 

he was a boy, young Alexander well 
understood the insecurities and anxi-
eties of the Midwestern Protestant 
psyche. A mind reader’s bread and 
butter depends on being able to pry 
into other people’s business. Here, 
Alexander had an advantage. He pos-
sessed real though cynical insight into 
the sucker pool of retirees and fresh 
starters who had saved a little money 
or sold the old homestead and wanted 
to see the ocean before they died. He 
knew these Midwestern refugees, and 
he knew how to get them to throw off 
decades of straitlaced monotony to line 
up for his shows. He found them by 
the thousands in Southern California. 
They had been migrating there in large 
numbers since his boyhood. But they 
were only chump change.

There was also the affluent Prot-
estant backbone of the city. These 
people delighted in having spiritual-
ism—with its sexual undertones and 
connections with otherworldliness—
stimulate their imaginations. They 
represented an audience assured of 

their own superior righteousness, and 
Alexander was the perfect tour guide 
in a strange spirit world available for 
purchase through his mail order busi-
ness seven days a week. 

He cashed in on spiritualism by 
targeting women’s emotions, schedul-
ing ladies-only matinees and finding 
other ways to get into the wallets of the 
husbands. He spoke with loathing of 
their authoritarian nature: “Too much 
regulation will tell you how to act, how 
to think, how you must regulate every 
phase of your spiritual and physical life. 
You’ll then be a flesh and blood puppet, 
entirely at the mercy of the men who 
pull the strings.” War widows, influenza 
widows, and young starlets needing a 
head shot for publicity purposes were all 
members of his new clientele.

Having built up an extensive mailing 
list during the course of his successful 
career, Conlin found that, even after 
his retirement, he had a loyal following 
for his merchandise. In a back room of 
his Hollywood home, six people worked 
filling orders throughout the Depres-
sion. Conlin could recognize dysfunc-
tional behavior in both rich and poor 
and knew how to exploit it. But he 
sometimes went too far with his cyni-
cism and his con games. 

In 1926, after retiring, Alexander 
attempted to blackmail G. Allen Han-
cock, the blue-blooded founder of Han-
cock Oil Company. As is common, the 
incident occurred over a sex scandal, but 
Hancock refused to pay and had Conlin 
arrested. Not the least taken aback; the 
illusionist performed the steeplechase 
coin trick for the arresting officers, 
who were excited to meet him. Joking 
and laughing with the police, he was 
detained, but after he had undergone 
extensive questioning a settlement was 
negotiated and the charges dropped. 

The adverse publicity from this caused 
Alexander to sink in Los Angeles’ upper 
social circles for a while. But his pho-
tographic skills, his collection of starlet 
photography, and Hollywood’s short 
memory, eventually enabled him to 
regain his mantle as a renowned vaude-
villian. As a photographer, Conlin had 
started out taking “head shots” for wan-
nabe starlets. He advertised in Los An-
geles newspapers, offering starlets inex-
pensive photos for inclusion with their 
resumes. When he found a young lady 
who was willing to pose for more relaxed 
and casual shots, he would take those as 
well. He may not have published these 
casual photographs, but it seems likely 
that he kept copies of the negatives. After 

“Alexander, vaudeville entertainer suspected of smuggling alcohol, drugs and Chinese—no evidence found.”

RIGHT: “The Castle,” Conlin’s hideaway in 
an isolated spot on Washington’s Pacific 
coast provided the perfect setting for  
the exclusive séances he performed  
there for private clients.

FACING PAGE: A reproduction of a 9½-by-
18-foot billboard on permanent display in 
Seattle’s Pike Place Market. C
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all, he had just attempted to blackmail a 
well-connected patrician oilman.

T
  here is a snug harbor called 
obscurity that I have always 
craved,” wrote Conlin. In the 
late 1910s and early 1920s there 

was no better spot for that than at 
the mouth of the Quillayute River 
near La Push, Washington. Sociopaths 
have been known to avoid difficulties 
with law enforcement by seeking out 
situations and locations where their 
behavior will at least be tolerated if not 
condoned or admired. Police records 
for Clallam County state the following 
about Alexander Conlin’s activities: 
“Alexander, vaudeville entertainer sus-
pected of smuggling alcohol, drugs and 
Chinese—no evidence found.”

This is the only documentation that 
has come to light in support of the ru-
mors about Conlin’s criminal activities 
while living on the Washington coast 
in the early decades of the 20th century. 
True or not, local lore strongly suggests 
that he did dabble in all three of the ac-
tivities mentioned above. Alexander’s 
mind-reading shows always played to 
standing-room-only crowds, but in the 
summer months—there being no air-
conditioning in theaters—he had little 
desire to perform. In the late 1910s, at 
the height of his career, he built a large 
home near Mora, Washington, over-
looking a section of the Pacific Coast 
he named Rialto Beach, after the Rialto 
vaudeville theater chain.

To the local inhabitants who were 
mostly Indians and stump farmers, 
Conlin’s home was known as “The 
Castle.” He had two cottages built 
near his house. As he had done in 
the theaters where he worked, the 
mentalist wired both cottages so that 
he could eavesdrop on the gullible fe-
male occupants. From the main house, 
Alexander could listen in via the 
cottages’ hidden microphones, then 
use the overheard information to his 
advantage later on in the expensive, 
one-on-one séances he performed. 
Once, during World War I, govern-
ment agents showed up at The Castle, 
demanding to know why Alexander’s 

house was the source of mysterious ra-
dio signals. Since he was not arrested, 
the presumption is that they accepted 
the explanation he gave them.

Conlin’s home earned a reputation 
for wild, drunken parties. His armed 
groundskeepers alarmed the locals, who 
were warned to keep away from Rialto 
Beach. Indians at La Push avoided hunt-
ing and fishing on Alexander’s side of the 
river, and their children were told to stay 
clear of the vacationing vaudevillian. 
Considering Conlin’s predilection for 
chicanery and fraud, coupled with the 
favorable conditions for smuggling that 
prevailed in the late 1910s and 1920s, 
one might easily imagine there was some 
truth to rumors of the entertainer’s in-
volvement in such activities.

Washington’s West End, as the locals 
called it—the westernmost part of the 
continental United States, was and still 
is a lonely, isolated stretch of coastline. 
During Prohibition there existed huge 
public demand for Canadian alcohol, 
loosely enforced Prohibition laws, and 
no sheriff within 50 miles. Means and 
motive notwithstanding, the smuggling 
stories told by Conlin’s relatives might 
well be nothing more than reflections of 
boredom in the nuclear family once the 
patriarch is gone—or not.

In 1954, at the age of 74, Alexander 
came back to the Pacific Northwest for 
a fishing trip. He stayed at the Olympic 
Hotel, which was connected to the old 
Metropolitan Theater where he had 
so often played to sold-out audiences. 
While in Seattle, he met up with two old 
friends, former vaudevillian Glenn Jester 
(then a fireman) and Eugene Levy, son of 
the prominent family of Yukon outfitters 

Cooper & Levy. It was during that trip, 
on August 5, 1954, that Alexander’s in-
testines burst and he lapsed into a coma. 
They rushed him to Providence Hospi-
tal, but he never awakened.

“The teller of a mirthful tale has lati-
tude allowed him. We are content with 
less than absolute truth,” wrote British es-
sayist Charles Lamb. Alexander Conlin 
is proof of this. Over the years, turban acts 
in Hollywood and elsewhere have in-
cluded improvisations by the following: 
Alexander himself, his brother Berthold 
“C. B.” Conlin, Rudolph Valentino, 
Warren Williams in The Mind Reader, 
Murdock, Rajah Raboid, Hedy Lamarr, 
organist Korla Pandit, Conrad Veidt, and 
the late Johnny Carson as “Carnac the 
Magnificent” on the Tonight Show.

Doing a turban act in the 1910s or 
1920s might possibly have gotten you 
a knock on the door from the bunko 
squad because a rich widow had com-
plained that a magic turban was show-
ily evident in the demise of her family’s 
fortune. Today the turban has taken 
on a different meaning, and wearing 
one could bring you to the attention 
of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. But if your turban act is good—re-
ally good—likely as not, with a Lib-
erty silver dollar, good execution of 
the steeple chase coin trick, and a smug 
reply, you just might clear. 

James Bledsoe, previously published in CO-
LUMBIA, has a doctorate in sociology from 
the University of Toronto. Darryl Beckmann 
is a collector, an accomplished magician, and 
owner of one of the oldest magic shops in the 
United States, Seattle’s Market Magic. 
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FROM THE COLLECTION

During the first two decades of the 20th century, Indian 
was the most popular brand of motorcycle in the world. 
In 1903, Indian set a world speed record for motorcycles 

of 56 mph. The Historical Society has a fine example of a 1918 
Indian Twin Model 0, which still retains the trademark deep red 
color introduced by its maker in 1904. The Model 0 will be on 
view during Let’s Ride! Motorcycling the Northwest, a new exhibit 
opening at the History Museum on January 26, 2013. 
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he Stanley Cup is among the oldest, most prestigious 
symbols in sports history. It has been called one of 
the most recognizable trophies in the world, “the 
Holy Grail of hockey,” and simply “the Cup.” Others 

refer to it by its financier, Sir Frederick Arthur Stanley, Baron 
Stanley of Preston, the sixth governor general of Canada. 
However famous the trophy may be, it is a little-known fact 
that the first city in the United States to claim the coveted 
Stanley Cup from the Dominion of Canada was not Boston, 
or Chicago, or even New York. It was Seattle. In 1917, with 
their unmistakable green, red, and white barber-pole style 
sweaters, and led by the scoring tandem of Bernie Morris and 
Frank Foyston, the Seattle Metropolitans skated to victory as 
the first team in the 24-year existence of the Stanley Cup to 
bring it south of the international border. 

Originally called the Dominion Hockey Challenge Cup, 
the Stanley Cup was intended to be awarded to the top 

amateur team in Canada—there were no professional teams 
at the time. Lord Stanley commissioned the gold-lined sil-
ver cup in England and paid 10 British guineas for it—the 
equivalent of $48.67 in U.S. currency. “Dominion Hockey 
Challenge Cup” was engraved on one side of the cup, “From 
Stanley of Preston” on the other. After it was initially award-
ed to the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association (AAA) in 
1893, the cup was contested annually in a challenge put forth 
by the champion team of a rival league. 

Professional hockey on the Northwest Coast had humble 
beginnings, but in the course of a few short years it became 
a prominent enterprise. Two entrepreneurial brothers with 
a love of the game were responsible for bringing hockey to 

ABOVE: The Patrick brothers, Frank (left) and Lester (right),  
played together for the Renfrew Millionaires in 1909 and 1910 and 

went on to found the Pacific Coast Hockey Association.

The Patrick 
Brothers, 
the Seattle 

Metropolitans, 
and the Pacific 
Coast Hockey 

Association

By Matthew A. Hulton
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the western coast of Canada’s lower mainland as well as the 
northwest coast of the United States. Frank and Lester Pat-
rick not only played and promoted the sport, they pioneered 
hockey innovations such as the blue line/offside rule and the 
penalty shot—still very much alive in the game today.

Lester was born in Quebec in 1883, his younger brother 
Frank in Ontario in 1885. The Patrick family, led by timber 
baron Joe Patrick, moved to Montreal in 1893, where the 
Montreal AAA had just been named the Stanley Cup’s first 
champions. The brothers attended Montreal’s McGill Uni-
versity, where they both played on the hockey team. Lester 
did not finish school, opting to help his father manage the 
lumber business. In 1904 he joined the amateur hockey team 
from Brandon, Manitoba. His team won the league champi-
onship and the opportunity to challenge the reigning Stanley 
Cup champion Ottawa Silver Seven. Brandon’s team lost to 
Ottawa, but two years later Lester had another shot at the 
cup as a member of the Montreal Wanderers. The Wander-
ers prevailed and Lester Patrick had his name engraved on 
Lord Stanley’s Cup for the first 
time. The Wanderers held the 
trophy for two years, until it was 
awarded to the winner of the 
newly founded Eastern Canada 
Hockey Association. No longer 
an amateur challenge trophy, 
the Stanley Cup henceforth 
went to professional players in 
professional leagues.

Much like his older brother, 
Frank Patrick helped his fa-
ther with the family business 
while he pursued his passion 
for the game. Unlike Lester, 
however, Frank graduated from 
McGill. In 1909 he signed with 
the National Hockey Associa-
tion’s Renfrew Millionaires for a 
salary of $2,000 for the 12-game 
season. He convinced Million-
aires owner and Ontario silver 
baron Ambrose O’Brien to sign 
his brother, who received $3,000 
for the season. Up-and-coming 
star Fred Taylor was lured away 
from Ottawa to Renfrew for an 
unheard-of $5,250 for a single 
season. The Patrick brothers 
never won the Stanley Cup 
with Renfrew, but the relation-
ships they established there and 
throughout the NHA proved fundamental when they were 
building a league of their own.

In 1911, after the Millionaires lost financial stability and 
dropped out of the NHA, the brothers followed the family 

lumber business to Canada’s west coast. Making use of some of 
the family fortune, they created a West Coast hockey league. 
The New Westminster Royals beat the Victoria Senators 8–3 
in the inaugural game of the Pacific Coast Hockey Association 
on January 2, 1912, at the brand-new Victoria Arena. The 
league began with just three teams—New Westminster, Victo-
ria, and Vancouver. The Patrick brothers were not only own-
ers of the PCHA, they served as managers and players—Frank 
with the Vancouver Millionaires and Lester with Victoria. 

he Patrick brothers used their connections back 
east to recruit some of the NHA’s biggest names. In 
its opening season over three-quarters of the new 
league’s players came from the NHA. Pacific Coast 

league rules were slightly different from those of the NHA. 
Most notably, the position of “rover”—the seventh skater, 
who could essentially play anywhere—was dropped in the 
NHA in 1911 but was kept in the PCHA. While the NHA al-
lowed teams to put in substitutes for penalized players, PCHA 

rules stated that the penalized 
team would skate short-handed. 
Other rule differences occurred in 
the following seasons. 

The PCHA’s first champions 
were the New Westminster Roy-
als, with a record of 9–6. The next 
season Vancouver’s star forward 
Newsy Lalonde returned to the 
Montreal Canadiens after just one 
year in the PCHA. Frank Patrick 
replaced him with one of the most 
prolific goal scorers in PCHA his-
tory. Nicknamed “Cyclone” for 
his speed on the ice, Fred Taylor 
once again skated alongside Frank 
Patrick as a member of the Mil-
lionaires. Despite an impressive 
season, Taylor and the Million-
aires were bested by Lester Patrick 
and the Victoria Aristocrats. Pat-
rick challenged the Quebec Bull-
dogs, that season’s Stanley Cup 
champion team, which made the 
trip out west. Because the NHA 
rules and PCHA rules were dif-
ferent, they alternated rules, with 
the PCHA’s seventh man being 
allowed in games one and three, 
and the NHA’s six-man format 
in game two—setting a precedent 
for using alternating rules in inter-

league play. Victoria won the three-game series.
Frank Patrick retired from active play and became the 

young league’s president for the 1913–14 season, a position 
he held for a decade. That same season the NHA, PCHA, 

An advertisement for skating sessions at the Seattle Ice 
Arena featuring members of Seattle’s Stanley Cup champion 

Metropolitans. C. W. Lester was Seattle Arena's manager.
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and Stanley Cup board of trustees struck an agreement that 
the champions of each league would face one another for the 
Stanley Cup championship. Lester Patrick’s Victoria Aristo-
crats once again took the lead in the PCHA and earned the 
opportunity to face the NHA Toronto Blueshirts for the cup. 
Toronto played on home ice and swept the best-of-five series 
in three straight games. 

The next season the fledgling Portland Rosebuds estab-
lished the first U.S.-based professional hockey team. The 
1914–15 season brought another first: the PCHA champion 
Vancouver Millionaires hosted the NHA’s Ottawa Senators 
and become the PCHA’s first Stanley Cup champions. The 
next season, Portland led the PCHA and become the first 
U.S.-based team to compete for Lord Stanley’s Cup. Al-
though the Montreal Canadiens took it in the end, the series 
went to five games, with the Rosebuds falling to the Ca-
nadiens 2–1 in the final game. The 1915–16 season saw a 
mediocre 9–9 record for the inaugural season of the fourth 
team to enter the PCHA—the Seattle Metropolitans.

hen the IBM building was constructed on the 
corner of Seattle’s Fifth Avenue and Univer-
sity Street in 1963, it replaced a brick structure 
that had been the Metropolitans’ home. Dur-

ing the summer of 1915, at a cost of $100,000, the Seattle 
Ice Arena was constructed out of over half a million bricks 
and 200 tons of steel. Because of the 120-foot-long trusses 
used to support the roof, the view from any of the 4,000 
opera-style chairs was not obstructed by pillars. The arena 
boasted a 75-ton refrigeration plant capable of pumping 
frozen brine through the eight miles of piping laid in the 
floor, creating one of the first artificial ice surfaces in the 
country. The Seattle Arena housed the Metropolitans 
from December 7, 1915, until their final home game on 
February 20, 1924. 

In October 1915, Lester Patrick left the fate of his fail-
ing Victoria Aristocrats up to the fans, who voted unani-
mously to keep the team there. Had they moved, the new 
Seattle franchise would have all the players it needed. 
Since they stayed, the new team would have to look east, 
to the NHA, to fill its roster. 

When Patrick faced the Toronto Blueshirts for the 
Stanley Cup in March 1914, he must have liked what he 
saw, because all six of Toronto’s primary skaters spent the 
1915–16 season in the PCHA—five with the brand new 
Seattle Metropolitans. The headline read: “Toronto Team 
All Come Over,” after the last two players made official 
their defection from the NHA. The Metropolitans now 
had power forwards Jack Walker, Carol “Cully” Wilson, 
and Frank Foyston; the defensive talent of Ed Carpenter; 
and star goaltender Harry “Happy” Holmes. Defenseman 
Bobby Rowe and scoring machine Bernie Morris filled out 
the line-up. Foyston and Morris formed the heart of the of-
fense while Portland Rosebuds manager Pete Muldoon took 
the short trip north to head the team. 

Metropolitans star players (clockwise from top left): Jack  
Walker, Jim Riley, Happy Holmes, Bobby Rowe, Bernie Morris, 

and team captain Frank Foyston. The scoring tandem of Foyston 
and Morris played with the Seattle team for all 9 years,  

until the team was disbanded in 1924.
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On December 7, 1915, the 
Metropolitans won their 
first victory, a home game 
against Victoria, 3–2. Al-

though their inaugural sea-
son record was a mere .500, the team was 

a huge success in Seattle. Most of the players were used to the 
NHA rules of six-on-six and no offside, so they took the 18-game 
season in stride, adjusted to playing in the PCHA, and were 
convinced that their chances next year would be even better.

hen the puck dropped for the first time in the 
1916–17 season, it did so on a brand new Pacific 
Coast Hockey Association. Lester Patrick had 
lost his financial backing in Victoria, the Cana-

dian Army appropriated the arena, and the team moved to 
Spokane. Donning yellow and blue jerseys, the Aristocrats-
turned-Canaries struggled in the standings as well as at the 
box office. That move left Vancouver with the only Canada-
based team in the PCHA, in a game where nearly all the 
players were Canadian. Along with the relocation, the season 
expanded to 24 games. 

The Metropolitans opened their sophomore season on 
the road. On December 2, 1916, they entered the intimidat-
ing Vancouver Arena optimistic of the new season, but left 
crushed 6–2. Although the Mets lost three of the four games 
they played in Vancouver’s 10,000-seat arena, they won three 
out of four games on home ice. 

Goaltender Happy Holmes recorded the team’s first ever 
shutout on December 15, 1916, as the Metropolitans made 

easy work of Spokane, 4–0. Seattle bested the Canaries in 
three games out of four. In the second period of the January 
5 game in Spokane, with his team sitting on a 4–4 record, 
Captain Frank Foyston engaged in what the Seattle Daily 
Times called “the unprofitable stunt of fighting,” resulting in 
a 20-minute penalty. Foyston returned in the third period to 
net Seattle’s only goal in a losing 5–1 effort. 

Seattle fans had seen some impressive wins that season, 
but no victory that season was more important than the 
March 2, 1917, game in Portland. Lose, and they would face 
the Vancouver Millionaires in a play-off for the 1917 PCHA 
Championship; win, and the PCHA title was theirs. Fifty 
Metropolitans fans joined their team for the train ride to 
Portland, and none was disappointed. The Mets won 4–3, 
earning the PCHA title and the chance to face the as-yet 
undecided NHA champion.

Vancouver manager/captain/coach Frank Patrick was dis-
traught that his Millionaires would miss the cup finals for the 
second year in a row. He challenged Muldoon and the Mets 
to a two-game exhibition to take place while the NHA cham-
pionship was determined. Muldoon accepted, and Vancouver 
won the series with a cumulative score of 11–7. While Patrick 
was convinced of his team’s superiority, Muldoon made the 
case that the title had been decided and that his players were 
not willing to risk injury to play at the top of their game.

The Metropolitans (above), one of the most successful teams 
in the early days of professional hockey on the Pacific Coast. 

Seattle is engraved twice on the Stanley Cup (left), first as 1917 
champions, and second in 1919 with “series not completed.”
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Meanwhile, in the East, the Montreal Canadiens bested 
the heavily favored Ottawa Senators. The “Flying Frenchmen” 
were coming to Seattle, and the finals were set to begin on 
March 17, with two days between games until the best-of-five 
series came to an end. To show their appreciation to the fans, 
Pete Muldoon and Seattle Ice Arena manager C. W. Lester 
chose not to raise ticket prices for the finals. “We feel that fans 
who have been paying their money to see the games throughout 
the season and thereby boosting the game along are entitled to 
consideration now that we have won the championship.” Ever 
the promoter, Muldoon continued, “Accordingly, we have de-
cided to let the prices stand as they are despite the fact that the 
games will offer the fastest hockey ever seen here.”

The Canadiens were physically larger, but the Mets were 
faster. Montreal had former PCHA star and scoring sensa-
tion Newsy Lalonde. The Seattle players had the advantage 
of knowing the Montreal style of play, since the majority of 
the Metropolitans had come from Toronto two years earlier. 
Seattle also had the advantage of home ice.

On March 17, Les Canadiens prevailed in game one, 8–4. 
Seattle was shaken but not disheartened. Muldoon reminded 
the press of how his core group of players had knocked off 
Montreal as members of the Stanley Cup-winning Toronto 
team only three years earlier. Game two was played under the 
NHA’s six-man guidelines, and this time the Mets won with a 
final score of 6–1. The players returned to the PCHA’s seven-
man format for game three on March 23. Bernie Morris lifted 
his team to victory, with a final score of 4–1. The Metropolitans 
were just one win away from claiming the Stanley Cup.

After the third game, Montreal manager George Kennedy 
accused the referees of costing his team the match by ejecting 
his seventh man with no one to replace him. PCHA president 
Frank Patrick dismissed the claim, and game four went on as 
scheduled. On March 26, with a final score of 9–1, the Seattle 
team became the new Stanley Cup champion and the first 
U.S.-based team to hold that distinction. The Seattle Daily 
Times described the epic victory as if it had occurred on the 
front lines of the recently fought Battle of Somme in France:

Historians who write of the rise and fall of Les Canadiens dynasty 
will record how this dashing band of Flying Frenchmen traveled 
2,000 miles to find an adversary worthy of its steel and discovered 
a foe that outclassed it in every department of the great ice game. 
Chroniclers will tell how the Montreal invaders battled with all the 
skill and cunning in their power but met a team that would not yield 
and fought back with a speed, skill and tremendous driving force 
before which the defense of the Canadiens was futile.

The 1917–18 season brought about changes in both the 
PCHA and NHA leagues. When the United States entered 
the war in Europe, many players were drafted—and some 
were killed—but the eastern and western hockey associations 
carried on. Due to poor attendance, the Spokane Canaries 
had ended the previous season playing all of its games on the 
road. After Seattle sealed the PCHA pennant, Frank Patrick 

cancelled Vancouver’s last game with Spokane. That may 
have made his decision to disband the failing franchise easier 
to handle. The players were dispersed amongst Vancouver, 
Seattle, and Portland. Lester Patrick spent the season with the 
Metropolitans. With only three teams, the season was short-
ened to 18 games. The league championship would henceforth 
be determined in a two-game, total-goals playoff. 

Out east, National Hockey Association secretary Frank 
Calder took over as president of the newly formed National 
Hockey League (NHL). The NHL began the 1917–18 season 
with five teams. However, by season’s end, it mirrored the 
PCHA with three. 

Seattle was virtually unbeatable at home, suffering six of its 
seven losses on the road. Through the continued leadership of 
team captain Frank Foyston, the goal scoring of Bernie Morris, 
and the admirable goaltending of former Spokane Canary Nor-
man “Heck” Fowler, the Mets again finished at the top of the 
PCHA. But Vancouver ended up with the league championship 
after besting Seattle 3–2 and 1–0.

The Millionaires headed to Toronto to compete with the 
Arenas for the Stanley Cup. It is no surprise that Toronto 
won the NHL-rules games 5–3 and 6–3, and that Vancouver 
won the PCHA-rules games 6–4 and 8–1. The fifth and final 
game was played on March 30 under NHL rules. Though the 
Millionaires fought hard, former Metropolitans’ goalie Happy 
Holmes fought harder. Toronto’s Corbett Denneny broke the 
1–1 tie in the third period to win it for the Arenas. In the first 
year of the NHL, Toronto brought the Stanley Cup back east. 

n November 11, 1918, the world rejoiced as the Great 
War came to an end. Victoria hockey fans had reason 
to rejoice as well when they welcomed back Lester Pat-
rick and their hometown Aristocrats after a two-year 

hiatus. The departure of Portland from the PCHA left Seattle 
as the only U.S.-based team in professional hockey until the 
arrival of the NHL’s Boston Bruins in 1924–25. 

In the 1918–19 season, in a scenario that was becoming fa-
miliar to Pacific Northwest hockey fans, Seattle and Vancouver 
faced off in the post-season playoffs. The two-game, total-goals 
PCHA playoffs took place in Seattle on March 12 and in Van-
couver two days later. Seattle played without star goal-getter 
Bernie Morris, who had been arrested and convicted of evad-
ing the draft. The home team won each game—with the Mets 
commanding a 6–1 victory in game one and the Millionaires 
mustering a 4–1 victory in game two—but Seattle’s two-game 
total of 7 goals, as opposed to Vancouver’s total of 5, ensured the 
Metropolitans’ return to the Stanley Cup finals. 

Having finished off the Ottawa Senators, the NHL cham-
pion Montreal Canadiens eagerly awaited their Seattle engage-
ment. The best-of-five series was set to begin on March 19, 
1919. Since Seattle was the home team, the first game would use 
the seven-man format. The Mets destroyed Montreal, getting 
the puck behind the great Georges Vezina seven times. Happy 
Holmes recorded his first Stanley Cup shutout. With a six-on-
six lineup, Montreal tied the series. Both teams were suffering 
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injuries, but worse than that was the spread of the Spanish Flu. 
Back to seven-on-seven in game three, Frank Foyston dazzled 
the hometown crowd with four goals, allowing the Mets to 
carve out a 7–2 win and take the lead in the series.

Game four, which took place on March 26, has been hailed 
as “one of the all-time classic Stanley Cup match-ups,” and 
“the greatest game ever played on the coast.” At the end of 
regulation play, neither team had scored. A 20-minute over-
time period left nothing solved, and the battered teams skated 
away, leaving the match a 0–0 tie. 

Since game four was ruled a “no-contest,” there was a 
heated discussion on how the next game should be played. 
Muldoon and the Mets claimed that game five should be 
PCHA rules, while Kennedy and the Canadiens argued that 
it should be a repeat of the last game and retain the six-
man play of the NHL. Montreal got its way, and the March 
30 game commenced with a six-on-six format. During the 
game, the two toughest men on the ice—the Mets’ Cully 
Wilson and the Canadiens’ “Bad” Joe Hall—collapsed and 
were rushed to a local hospital. Seattle held a 3–0 lead into 
the final frame, but Newsy Lalonde was able to capitalize 
on a weakened Seattle defense to net two. Montreal’s Jack 
McDonald managed to tie the game, and send it to sudden-
death overtime. With the championship on the line, Seattle 
was only one goal away from its second Stanley Cup win, but 
Montreal’s rookie sensation Odie Cleghorn dashed all hopes 
when he sealed Montreal’s 4–3 victory 15 minutes and 57 
seconds into overtime.

With five games played and no winner, a sixth and final 
game was scheduled to take place on April 1. Both the Ca-
nadiens and the Metropolitans were down several players—
some due to injury but most having fallen victim to the deadly 
influenza pandemic. The crucial game was cancelled only five 
and a half hours before the puck was set to drop. Montreal 

manager George Kennedy and five of the Montreal players 
wound up in the hospital. 

With the majority of his players in the hospital, Ken-
nedy was allegedly willing to forfeit, but Mets manager Pete 
Muldoon did not accept. Kennedy’s second choice was to 
substitute healthy players from the Victoria Aristocrats, but 
that option was denied by PCHA president Frank Patrick. 
Patrick might have waited for the players to recover and finish 
the series; but when 19 players were unable to suit up due to 
injury or illness, the series was cancelled—the trustees of the 
Stanley Cup decided that it would go unclaimed. On April 
5, “Bad” Joe Hall succumbed to pneumonia caused by the flu. 
George Kennedy never fully recovered from complications 
caused by the flu and died two years later.

he Mets won the PCHA league championship again 
the following season and found themselves headed 
for Ottawa, the Canadian capital, to battle the NHL 
champion Senators for Lord Stanley’s Cup—their third 

shot in four years. Before the puck dropped for the first game, 
officials decided that the Seattle green-red-white horizontal-
striped sweaters looked too similar to Ottawa’s black-red-white 
horizontal stripes. In what may have been the first time a home 
team ever wore a different colored jersey, the Senators donned 
solid white sweaters for the March 22 game at The Arena.

Ottawa won the first two of the five-game series. On March 
27, 1920, a stellar performance by the season’s stalwarts, 
Foyston and Holmes, kept the Mets in the series. An unusu-
ally warm Ontario spring made the natural outdoor ice surface 
of the arena untrustworthy and increasingly difficult to play 
on. On March 30 they played game four on the artificial ice 
surface of Arena Gardens in Toronto. The Mets rode the mo-
mentum of the previous game, dispatching the Senators 5–2. 
For the second consecutive year, Seattle faced a tie in the finals. 
Unfortunately for the Mets, the glory belonged to the Ottawa 

Senators, who annihilated the visitors 6–1 in game five.
Although Seattle finished first in the PCHA 
in two of the next four seasons, it was the 

The Seattle Ice Arena on the corner of Fifth  
and University in downtown Seattle. The 
Mets posted an impressive 73-30 
record during their nine years in 
the building.
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SOME FACTS ABOUT THE  
PACIFIC COAST HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

● The Portland Rosebuds were the first U.S.-based 
team to play professional hockey (1914) and 
compete in the Stanley Cup playoffs (1916).

● The Vancouver Millionaires were the first PCHA 
team to claim the Stanley Cup (1915).

● The Seattle Metropolitans became the first U.S.-
based team to win the Stanley Cup (1917).

● The Seattle Ice Arena was at one time the largest 
artificial ice surface in the nation.

● Between 1916 and 1918, Washington had more 
teams than Canada in the PCHA.

● The 1919 season became the first time the Stanley 
Cup was not awarded; the next time was a result of 
the 2004–05 lockout; and it looks like a lockout in 
the 2012–13 season may lead to a third instance.

● Today the Vezina Trophy is awarded to the NHL’s best 
goalie. In the 1917 and 1919 season finals, Seattle 
scored on Georges Vezina 42 times in 9 games.

● The Lester Patrick Trophy is awarded to individuals who 
make exemplary contributions to hockey in the U.S..

● The Detroit Red Wings are descended from the 
Spokane Canaries.

● The Chicago Black Hawks are descended from the 
Portland Rosebuds.

● Vancouver-based sporting goods store “Cyclone 
Taylor” is owned and operated by the former 
Millionaire’s grandson.

Vancouver Millionaires who represented the league in the 
Stanley Cup finals, losing to the Ottawa Senators in 1921 and 
to the Toronto St. Pats in 1922. Just in time for the 1921–22 
season, a new league arose in competition with the PCHA. 
The Edmonton Eskimos, Calgary Tigers, Saskatoon Sheiks, 
and Regina Capitals formed the Western Canada Hockey 
League. WCHL champion Regina lost to PCHA leader Van-
couver, which subsequently lost to Toronto.

The next season featured “inter-league” play between the 
PCHA and WCHL. The Vancouver Millionaires became the 
Vancouver Maroons, and the Patricks finally adopted six-on-
six hockey in the PCHA—the “rover” position was officially 
history. For the third consecutive year, Vancouver made the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, once again losing to the Ottawa Sena-
tors. Ottawa went on to defeat the Edmonton Eskimos to claim 
their third Stanley Cup championship in four years.

During the 1923–24 season, Victoria, having changed its 
name to the “Cougars,” finished last in the league. Vancouver 
again knocked off the first-place Mets but then lost to Cal-
gary. The following season the Seattle Metropolitans ended 
their nine-year run in first place, closing the franchise with a 
112–96–2 record, including 73–30 on home ice.

Frank Patrick merged his PCHA into the WCHL for 
the 1924–25 season. The Vancouver Maroons and Victoria 

Cougars made the shift, while the Metropolitans, suffering 
low attendance, were kicked out of the Seattle Ice Arena and 
thus forced to disband. With Hap Holmes in goal, and Frank 
Foyston and Jack Walker on the attack, Lester Patrick’s Victo-
ria Cougars clinched the WCHL Championship. The Montre-
al Canadiens returned to the Pacific Northwest in March 1925 
for the Stanley Cup finals. A decade after his brother Frank had 
lifted the Stanley Cup with Vancouver, Lester Patrick and the 
Cougars sealed the series in game four. It was the last Stanley 
Cup championship won by a non-NHL team.

Financial trouble had riddled the WCHL since day one. 
To begin their fifth and final season, the Regina Capitals were 
forced to relocate. They chose the familiar city of Portland 
and adopted the old moniker of “Rosebuds,” which had not 
been used since 1918. That move prompted league officials 
to remove the “C” from WCHL. Victoria topped the league 
and traveled east to face the Canadiens’ cross-town rivals, 
the Montreal Maroons. The Cougars suffered shut-outs in all 
three Montreal wins. 

After the Victoria loss, the WHL folded, ceding most of its 
players to the now dominant NHL for $250,000. The Victoria 
Cougars relocated to Detroit. Within six years they became 
known as the Red Wings. The Portland Rosebuds were sold 
to Midwest businessman Fred McLaughlin, who relocated the 
team to Chicago and named them the Black Hawks. 

The Montreal Canadiens and Toronto Maple Leafs (then 
called the Arenas) were both part of the original NHL, formed 
in late 1917. The Boston Bruins had joined the NHL in 1924, 
while the New York Rangers and the acquired teams in Chi-
cago and Detroit all became part of the NHL in 1926. With no 
western rivals to challenge them, the Stanley Cup would be de-
cided amongst these teams—known as the “Original 6”—from 
1926 until the next expansion in the 1967–68 season.

ot until the 1981–82 Vancouver Canucks did an-
other Pacific Coast team challenge for the Stanley 
Cup, and it was not until the 2006–07 Anaheim 
Ducks that the Stanley Cup again reached the 

Pacific Ocean. There may seem to exist a slight bias toward 
eastern-based teams when it comes to professional hockey, 
but if it were not for the Patrick brothers and the Pacific Coast 
Hockey Association, the sport of professional hockey would 
not exist as it does today. The modern format of East vs. West 
can be attributed to them. After the 1970 season, U.S.-based 
teams dominated the Stanley Cup finals, but Seattle was the 
first U.S. city to do so. The Patrick brothers are credited with 
creating the blue line, allowing the forward pass, allowing 
goalies to leave their feet to make a save, creating the goal 
crease and the penalty shot, and putting numbers on players’ 
sweaters; 22 rules in all are ascribed to them. These innova-
tions and more were part of the game 90 years ago and are 
very much alive in ice hockey today. 

Matthew Hulton, a recent University of Washington graduate, is a volunteer 
at the Washington State History Museum and an avid hockey fan.
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Uncovering the Truth About 
Meriwether Lewis 
By Thomas C. Danisi. Amherst: Prometheus Books, 
2012; 466 pp.; $26.

Reviewed by Happy Avery.

More than 200 years after the celebrated return of 
American history’s most famous expedition, the lives 
of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, both before 

and after their epic journey, continue to excite the interest of 
scholarly and popular audiences. As Thomas Danisi’s latest 
contribution to this still-burgeoning field of study reveals, 
the enigmatic and ultimately tragic life of Lewis in particular 
maintains unwavering intrigue. Danisi and Prometheus Books 
appear to have banked on this fact.

 Clearly a follow-up to Meriwether Lewis, the biography 
Danisi coauthored with John C. Jackson in 2009, and arguably 
a response to its critics, Uncovering the Truth About Meriwether 
Lewis purports to shed new light on a misunderstood historical 
figure and some of the key episodes that have dogged his legacy. 
Danisi’s work touts never-before-seen evidence derived from 
exhaustive and meticulous consultation with previously un-
earthed or misread sources. The book is actually a compilation 
of largely extraneous material—some old, some new—that in 
the end accomplishes little toward fundamentally changing our 
understanding of Lewis’s short and troubled life. Arranging this 
material chronologically from Lewis’s court-martial proceed-
ings in 1795 to the harrowing journey on the Natchez Trace 
that marked his final days in 1809, Danisi attempts to exonerate 
his subject of charges of indolence, financial mismanagement, 
alcoholism, and mental illness through a series of disjointed 
chapters, several of which appeared previously as articles in 
Western Historical Quarterly and We Proceeded On. 

Danisi’s effort produces mixed results. He convincingly por-
trays Lewis as a skillful self-represented litigant, an active and 
attentive governor of the tumultuous territory of Louisiana, a 
victim of “the fanatical machinations” of War Department 
accountant William Simmons, and in control of his mental 
faculties except when in the throes of chronic malarial fevers. 
Likewise, Danisi leaves little doubt that Chickasaw Indian 
agent James Neelly did in fact tend to Lewis in his final days, 
and, as most scholars already acknowledge, Lewis did not fall 
prey to a murder conspiracy. However, Danisi’s claim that Lewis 
was not intoxicated when he allegedly challenged a superior 

officer to a duel in 1795 is based on one witness’s questionably 
credible testimony. His painstaking analysis of who actually 
wrote the map that Lewis and Clark used on the expedition is 
inconsequential, and even without Danisi’s extensive data, few 
would question the fact that mail was slow and often tampered 
with in early 19th-century America. As the book reaches its 
climax, Danisi argues persuasively that Lewis battled malaria 
intermittently for nearly 15 years but curiously rejects the all too 
common side effects of chronically debilitating illnesses—de-
pression and alcoholism—as plausible explanations for Lewis’s 
suicide. Danisi’s final conclusion, that Lewis did not kill himself 
intentionally but instead shot himself following a course of 
treatment known as wounding “the offending part,” is a circular 
argument that suggests Danisi’s analysis is driven more by the 
persistent and undue stigma of suicide than empirical logic. 

Happy Avery is doing research at the University of Montana where she specializes 
in American Western history. 

Planet Rock Doc
Nuggets from Explorations of the Natural 
World
By Elsa Kirsten Peters. Pullman: Washington State 
University Press, 2012; 184 pp., $22.95 paper.

Reviewed by Dawn Maureen Burns.

The book under review has many surprises—pleasant 
ones at that. The author, for one, earned a doctorate 
from the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences 

at Harvard but currently oversees the Office of Major Grant 
Development for the Agricultural Research Center at Wash-
ington State University. Or, consider that in this small book 
of essays on Pacific Northwest natural science there are 78 
chapters, each of them more-or-less the same length, about 
two printed pages of text. Not the least of the wonders is that 
this book about science is so readable.

Peters likes to write, and she loves natural history. So 
deciding to write a newspaper column on geology for the 
 Moscow–Pullman Daily News fit her character. Readers ap-
proved of the weekly commentary and pretty soon daily and 
weekly newspapers around the Pacific Northwest picked up 
the Rock Doc column. When the subscription base exceeded 
100,000 readers, Rock Doc went national and, at the same 
time, extended the content beyond just geology. Recently, 
Northwest Public Radio began airing the columns. As the 
author of two textbooks in geological science, Peters had 

developed techniques for educating students, but finding the 
words to reach the general public could have been a prob-
lem. Problem solved, however, with the application of “the 
grandmother rule” advocated by her undergraduate mentor at 
Princeton: “If you cannot explain the science you are working 
on to your grandmother, then maybe you don’t understand it.” 

As her mentor, Professor Lincoln Hollister, writes in the 
foreword, her column on Iceland “is a real tour de force” and 
the column on fracking for natural gas “is a must-read for all 
of us trying to grasp the politics of environmental agendas 
versus our needs for new energy sources.” Planet Rock Doc 
contains Elsa Peters’s favorite columns written over the past 
15 years plus a few new contributions. The presentation is an 
effective outreach for nonscientists and a fun way to look at 
the Pacific Northwest.

Dawn Burns is a teacher and independent scholar from Troutdale, Oregon.

Current & Noteworthy
By Robert Carriker, COLUMBIA Reviews Editor.

One of the last books edited by Robert A. Clark for the 
company his grandfather founded in 1902 is Forging 
a Fur Empire: Expeditions in the Snake River Country, 

1809–1824, by John Phillip Reid (Norman, Okla.: Arthur H. 
Clark Company, 2011; 240 pp., $29.95). Bob Clark recently 
transferred the publishing offices of the Clark Company 
to Norman, Oklahoma, where it became an imprint of the 
University of Oklahoma Press, and he now serves as editor-
in-chief of Washington State University Press.  

John Reid, a New York University law professor and long-
time habitué of the Huntington Library in San Marino, Cali-

fornia, earned respect with his earlier books 
on the frontier. His latest volume, like two 
earlier books on the Overland Trail, is rich 
in research. The bibliography, for example, 
is an authoritative listing of fur trade sources. 
The Iroquois Indians are a focus of several 
chapters in Forging a Fur Empire, but so too 
are the Flatheads, Blackfeet, and Shoshone. 
John Work, a brigade leader for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC), has his moment of 

concentration by Reid, and so does Alexander Ross, although 
neither man can eclipse the importance of Peter Skene Ogden 
in this history. Similarly, Spokane House and Fort Nez Perce 
are given their due in Reid’s telling, but it is Flathead Post on 
the Clark Fork River in northwestern Montana that is the 
centerpiece location. In the end, the North West Fur Company 
accomplishments are respected, but the real story of Forging a 
Fur Empire is all about the HBC on the Snake River. 

Reid has much to say about the “freemen” rather than the 
engagés (indentured workers), who did the everyday heavy 
lifting on the Snake River expeditions. Reid describes them 
as acculturated Indians and Métis. George Simpson, an HBC 

governor, wrote how the class is “composed of Europeans, Ca-
nadians, Americans, Iroquois, half-breeds of all the different 
Nations on the East side of the Mountain…; such a motley 
congregation it is quite impossible to keep under any control 
or restraint; they would be constantly gambling buying chop-
ping & changing of Women Slaves Horses & Dogs with the 
Natives, quarrels would follow as a matter of course and the 
consequences might be fatal both to the Establishment and 
the Expedition.” Alexander Ross describes them as men who 
would impulsively trade their ammunition for a headdress 
of feathers or, no matter how many times instructed to the 
contrary, leave their horses unguarded. 

Now, and for two decades to come, Americans will periodi-
cally take a renewed interest in the fur traders of the Far West 
during bicentennial celebrations. This book, acknowledging 
so many people, places, and events in the Pacific Northwest 
fur trade, will only grow in importance.

Another book on the fur trade, Angus McDonald of the 
Great Divide: The Uncommon Life of a Fur Trader, 1816–1889, 
by Steve A. Anderson (Coeur d’Alene: Museum of North 
Idaho, 2011; 232 pp., $19.95 paper), is 
not the equal of Reid’s volume. Chapters 
average seven pages. The endnotes run 
consecutively from 1 to 548; there are more 
than 100 notes in the first 27 pages alone. 
Awkward artwork contributes little to the 
narrative. Still, the volume has favorable 
attributes. The involvement of the Mc-
Donald clan in the Pacific Northwest fur 
trade era is complicated—the index, for example, leads the 
persistent reader to 19 persons with that surname. Anderson 
has numerous publications on Fort Nisqually, so he knows his 
way to telling a story. Moreover, he has visited many archives 
and manuscript collections containing information on Mc-
Donald and his kinsmen. In a more perfect world, Anderson’s 
book would have a stronger bibliography of secondary sources, 
yet to his credit he has uncovered semi-forgotten articles from 
long-ago issues of the Washington Historical Quarterly and the 
Oregon Historical Society Quarterly. 

Last summer I enjoyed a visit with a graduate student writ-
ing her doctoral dissertation on the fur trade era in the Pacific 
Northwest for the faculty at York University in Canada. To be 
sure, John Reid’s book is of interest to her. Anderson’s volume 
has less to concern her, yet she cannot ignore the travels and 
commentary of Angus McDonald when at Fort Nisqually, 
Cowlitz Farm, Fort George, and Fort Langley. Together, these 
two tomes may also assist other fur trade scholars.
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Additional Reading
Interested in learning more about the  
topics covered in this issue? The sources 
listed here will get you started.

retrospeCtive reviews

tHe olympiC peninsula novels of 
patriCia Campbell

By Peter Donahue

The Olympic Peninsula has always 
been a source of allure and un-
ease for non-native people, and 

in three novels that depict the splendor, 
hardship, and violence of life on the 
peninsula in the 1800s, Patricia Campbell 
(1901–1976) reckons with this response. 

In Eliza (1946), the title 
character is a well-bred 
Philadelphia woman who 
marries a logger working a 
claim near the settlement 
of Port Ludlow. His home-
stead is a narrow clearing 
accessible only by boat, so, 
as her husband works his 
“bull outfit” deep in the for-
est, Eliza finds herself pain-
fully isolated. At first she is 
awed by the enormous size 
of the fir and cedar trees, yet before long 
the terrain becomes unbearable for her: 
“Wet ferns, wet grass, wet leaves were so 
intense a green that they made her eyes 
ache.” When she sneaks into the logging 
camp to relieve her isolation, she witness-
es the “timber fever” that has seized every 

man there—from the 
“greaser boy” (who 
swabs logs on the skids 
with dogfish oil) to 
the mill owner (who 
poaches trees from 
neighboring claims). 
She sees that “the for-
est was destroyed by 
men who were them-
selves destroyed in 
the process.”

The story be-
comes further complicated when Eliza 
suspects her husband of fathering two 
children with a Klallam woman. The 
sexual exploitation of Indian women 

by white loggers becomes a subtext for 
the remainder of the novel, and when 
Eliza, with her Quaker background, 
takes in her husband’s out-of-wedlock 
children and seeks to educate them, her 
good intentions pose problems for both 
herself and the children. Racial issues 

come between Eliza and 
her husband again when, 
following the 1882 Chi-
nese Exclusion Act, he 
begins smuggling Chi-
nese workers across the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca into 
the United States. When 
she hears reports of Chi-
nese men being chained 
together  and thrown 
overboard by smugglers 
seeking to avoid customs 

officers, she fears her husband is in-
volved. Nonetheless, on a foggy night 
off Protection Island, she risks her life 
to save him from arrest. Her husband 
remains unrepentant, and Eliza realizes 
her compromised values are the price of 
survival in this ruthless territory.

According to literary critics Judith 
Fetterley and Marjorie Pryse, “Regionalist 
writers frequently connect…character to 
an interest in development or discovery of 
identity, specifically in relation to home, 
region, and community.” This connec-
tion, they add, is especially evident in fe-
male protagonists. In Lush Valley (1948), 
10-year-old, flaxen-haired Katti enjoys an 
idyllic childhood, c. 1883, in a fledgling 
farming community in the Chimacum 
Valley, south of Port Townsend. She sits 
on the pasture fence and looks across the 
valley to the forested hills and beyond to 
the Olympic Mountains, imagining them 
“a protecting wall that hid the valley from 
whatever lay beyond.”

As Katti enters adolescence, however, 
social reproach taints this Arcadia. From 
murmuring classmates she discovers that 
her mother is a local tribal woman whom 
her father took up with after her biological 
mother died. Despite the stigma of misce-
genation, Katti turns to her mother for sup-
port when self-righteous neighbors con-
demn her for letting a 
local boy seduce her. 
In shame, she flees to 
Port Townsend where 
she becomes a singer 
at a bar on Water 
Street, which black-
ens her reputation 
further. Nonetheless, 
she perseveres, her 
integrity intact. Yet, 
when events lead her 
to San Francisco—
and into trouble—
Katti’s only desire is 
to return to Chima-
cum Valley, “where 
the blue moun-
tains shut out the 
world, and where 
the air was sweet 
with the smell of 
evergreens.”

 Following Lush Valley, Camp bell 
wrote a novel set on Vashon Island and 
a trilogy of novels set in an imagined 
Puget Sound lumber port. Her fiction 
did not return to the Olympic Peninsula 
until her final novel, Cedarhaven (1965), 
which recounts the tumultuous lives of 
three sisters in territorial Port Town-
send. When their father builds a house 
halfway up the bluff from the waterfront, 
they find themselves straddling the line 
that divides the genteel people residing 
atop the bluff and the unruly denizens 

inhabiting Water Street and its alleys. 
The story revolves around Darrie, the 
oldest, who since childhood has cared 
for her younger sisters Belle and Genia, 
whose lives pull them in opposing di-
rections. Belle marries a reverend and 
raises a family in Olympia while Genia 
entertains sailors and gives birth to an 
illegitimate baby in Neah Bay.

Campbell does not feign to give a rosy 
view of historic Port Townsend. Prostitu-
tion is widespread, and young men are 
regularly shanghaied. Among the well-
heeled residents—and those who scheme 
to be—business dealings are tangled and 
corrupt. Political patronage prevails, as 
illustrated by Victor Smith’s appoint-
ment as head collector of the customs 
house. In fact, Campbell narrates the day 
in 1862 when citizens, objecting to plans 
to move the customs house to Port An-
geles, barricaded themselves inside, only 
to have Smith threaten to shell it from 
the USS Shubrick, the ship on which 
he had just returned to Port Townsend. 
Campbell also does not gloss over the 
settlers’ treatment of Native Americans, 
recounting the brutal removal of the 
Klallams from nearby tideflats follow-
ing the Point No Point Treaty in 1855. 
The one positive historical reference in 
Cedarhaven is to James G. Swan, who 
served as an Indian agent in Neah Bay 
and a judge in Port Townsend.

Patricia Campbell grew up in Vashon 
and Seattle but spent most of her adult-
hood in Port Ludlow, Port Townsend, 
and Port Angeles. Late in her career, she 
published a 52-part series on the history of 
the North Olympic Peninsula in the Port 
Angeles Daily News. Her greatest contri-
bution to the historiography of the region, 
though, remains her novels. According to 
literary critic Larissa MacFarquhar, “His-
torical fiction is a hybrid form, halfway be-
tween fiction and nonfiction. It is pioneer 
country, without fixed laws.” What better 
form, then, with which to portray the 
often lawless Washington Territory? g

Peter Donahue is a participant in the Humanities 
Washington Speakers Bureau 2012–14. His talk is 
titled “Washington History and Historical Fiction.” 
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Pianist Coralie Flaskett (1890–1978) embodied the New Woman of the early 20th 
century. Forward thinking and independent, she expressed her progressive attitudes 
in her dedication to the cultural life of her community. In this image by photographer 

Henri Jacobs, she sits at the piano in her home in Tacoma’s North End. Flaskett studied 
piano in Berlin with Artur Schnabel, one of the most distinguished pianists of his era, 
leaving Berlin in 1914 at the onset of World War I. After a short stay in England, she 
moved to New York where she performed professionally and worked in a settlement house 
helping immigrants assimilate American culture by teaching free classes in history, art, and 
literature. In 1918 Flaskett returned to Tacoma where she had grown up, and spent the rest 
of her days teaching piano, performing, and participating in civic life. She served on the 
Tacoma Philharmonic’s board of directors and took up such civic causes as the preservation 
of City Hall. Close friends included Milton Katims, musical director of the Seattle 
Symphony from 1954 to 1976. Flaskett’s obituary described her as “one of the foremost 
authorities on concert music and the lives of the great conductors.” Her scrapbook, now 
in the collection of the Washington State Historical Society, provides a glimpse of South 
Sound cultural life in the 20th century. 

– Maria Pascualy
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