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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S HISTORY AWARD WINNERS!
The Washington State Historical Society is pleased to announce its 2016 award recipients for exceptional contributions to the history of our 
state in 2015. These individuals were honored at the Society’s annual membership meeting on September 24, 2016.

BARRY GOUGH received the Robert Gray Medal, the Society’s highest award, for a 
long and distinguished career that includes professorships at both Western Washington 
University, where he helped found the Center for Pacific Northwest Studies and the 
Center for Canadian-American Studies, and Wilfrid Laurier University in his native 
Canada, where he is now emeritus professor of history. His research specialty has 
been Pacific Northwest maritime history, about which he has written extensively. 

ANNA KING and the NORTHWEST NEWS NETWORK received the David Douglas 
Award for “Daughters of Hanford,” a series highlighting the underrepresented women’s 
perspectives of the nuclear site in 12 radio pieces, complementary portraits, and a 
special exhibit at The Reach Museum in Richland, Washington.

MICHELLE HALL, a teacher at Housel Middle School in Prosser, received the Governor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching History. Michelle’s leadership of the History Day 
program has shown an exceptional degree of commitment, as has 
her work with many ESL students in a rural setting. 

ED CARRIERE, a Suquamish elder, received the Peace and 
Friendship Award. Carriere is a master basket maker who learned 
the art from his great-grandmother. He recently has worked in 
partnership with archaeologist Dr. Dale Croes and The Burke 
Museum, studying 2,000-year-old baskets, replicating the ancient 
weaving techniques using the same natural materials, and sharing 
his knowledge both regionally and internationally.

Archaeologist DALE CROES also received the Peace and 
Friendship Award. Croes has conducted award-winning research 
in Northwest Coast wet archaeological sites. He is director 
of the Pacific Northwest Archaeological Society and worked 

with Ed Carriere to analyze and replicate ancient basketry found 50 years ago by 
a riverside in traditional Snoqualmie territory and housed at The Burke Museum.

WILLIAM H. MULLINS received the Charles Gates Memorial Award for his article, 
“The Persistence of Progressivism: James Ellis and the Forward Thrust Campaign, 1968-
1970” in the Spring 2014 issue of Pacific Northwest Quarterly. Mullins is emeritus 
professor of history at Oklahoma Baptist University and author of Becoming Big 
League: Seattle, The Pilots, and Stadium Politics. 

DAVID DELBERT KRUGER received the John McClelland Jr. Award for his article, 
“The Main Street Spirit of JCPenney: A Department Store Chain in the Downtowns 
of Washington” in the Summer 2015 issue of COLUMBIA. Kruger is an agriculture 
research librarian at the University of Wyoming.

SUSAN LONG is this year’s recipient of the Lorraine Wojahn Award. Long has logged 
over 500 hours as a Washington State Historical Society volunteer, 
working as a gallery interpreter, assisting at special events, and 
more recently, cataloging artifacts at the WSHS Research Center.

BILL BROOKRESON and the SOUTH SOUND NATIVE PLANT 
SOCIETY received the Jean Richards Award. As a member and 
leader of the South Sound Native Plant Society, Brookreson 
has devoted many hours of leadership and care to the Delbert 

McBride Ethnobotanical Garden on the grounds of the historic 
Lord Mansion. In addition, he led public tours of the garden over the 
past four years and in 2014 organized and led three progressive 
garden tours in Tacoma in conjunction with the History Museum’s 
exhibit on naturalist David Douglas.

http://www.washingtonhistory.org/support/membership/
www.WashingtonHistory.org/support
www.WashingtonHistory.org/support
wshs.wa.gov
WashingtonHistory.org
mailto:cdubois@wshs.wa.gov
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History 
Commentary

Deaconess Margaret Peppers—A Woman of Courage and Contradictions
By Linda Teresa Di Biase

In the all the years that I have been 
engaged in research on women in 
Pacific Northwest history, my sub-

jects have invariably found me, rather 
than the other way around. 

Usually, once the fever of research 
and writing on a given subject is over, 
another woman’s call rises above the 
cacophony of voices clamoring for more attention. But one 
particular woman has captured my attention as no other. 

I first encountered Margaret Guthrie Peppers in 1987 
while researching the history of the Episcopal Church in 
western Washington for a book chapter I had been com-
missioned to write. On the alert for evidence of women’s 
contributions to balance what was sure to be the otherwise 
masculine focus in this chronicle of bishops and priests, I 
was delighted to discover some archive files in the Diocese 
of Olympia pertaining to deaconesses. Beginning in the 
late 19th century, this was an officially recognized ministry 
whereby women who felt a calling to full-time church work 
could engage in Christian education, social welfare, foreign 
missions, and other “womanly” functions. Female deacons 
were often in the vanguard of ministries in places where the 
church previously had little or no presence. Such was the case 
with Margaret Peppers, who attended the Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific in San Francisco and in 1918 became a 
deaconess at the age of 24. 

After serving as a missionary for 10 years in the Philip-
pines, Peppers came to the Diocese of Olympia in 1928 as a 
“rural worker,” a ministry she exercised by driving more than 
7,000 miles a year to visit isolated families in western Wash-
ington, serving as advisor for youth groups, preparing young 
people for the rite of confirmation, and generally advancing 
“women’s work” in the church. She continued these activi-
ties for four years until the deepening Depression forced the 
church to scale back its rural work. More and more of her time 
came to be assigned to two Japanese American congregations, 
St. Peter’s in Seattle and St. Paul’s in the rural White River 
valley southeast of the city. 

St. Peter’s began in 1908 as a mission of Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Seattle’s oldest Episcopal parish, under the impetus 
of its rector, Herbert Henry Gowen, who was a noted Asian 
scholar and University of Washington faculty member. St. 
Paul’s was organized in the 1920s as a mission of St. Peter’s. Pep-
pers worked with the second generation Nisei, serving in ways 
that had become familiar through her work in the Philippines 
and in rural parts of the Diocese of Olympia. The bishop’s files 
in the diocesan archives contain accounts of her activities in 
these two congregations during the 1930s, until one fateful day 
in December 1941 when everything changed.

When the mass incarceration of an estimated 112,000 to 
120,000 people of Japanese ancestry (Nikkei) living on the 
West Coast was ordered, a few efforts were made by representa-
tives of the Episcopal Church to forestall the evacuation. Once 
it was under way, however, church leaders generally agreed 
with the notion that it was for the safety of loyal and innocent 
Japanese people. During late April and early May 1942, when 
the parishioners of St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s were evacuated to 
assembly centers along with thousands of others of Nikkei in 
the greater Seattle area, Margaret Peppers was there. Report-
edly, she was the lone non-Japanese assisting with the typhus 
inoculation of the White River area evacuees prior to their 
relocation to California. 

When the congregants of St. Peter’s were sent to the 
Puyallup assembly center, known ironically as Camp Har-
mony, Peppers was among a handful of church workers who 
ministered regularly to Protestant Christians among the 
camp’s 7,000 residents. At least three times a week she made 
the 30-mile drive between her home in Seattle and Camp 
Harmony to provide the evacuees with assistance. Initially 
restricted to communication only by telephones posted at 
various gates, she concentrated on performing errands for the 
incarcerated, whose hasty preparations for evacuation had 
left them without many necessities. Later, as permits were 
issued allowing services and Sunday schools to be conducted 
in specially designated areas of the camp, she became part of 
a federated Protestant ministry.

One article in the Episcopal parish bishop’s files hinted 
at the next stage of Peppers’s journey. “Deaconess Margaret 
Peppers Hopes to Follow Evacuees,” declared a piece in the 

national Episcopal periodical, The Living Church. It went on 
to report that the deaconess was seeking federal permission to 
be “the only White woman to accompany the Puget Sound 
Japanese-Americans when they are evacuated to inland set-
tlements”—namely, Camp Minidoka in 
the southern Idaho desert. While there 
was another non-Japanese woman who 
came to serve in the Protestant ministry 
at Minidoka, Peppers was the only Epis-
copal woman in the country to volun-
tarily cast her lot with the incarcerated.

Although she received the requested 
permission, she was required to live outside 
the camp, making the 40-mile round trip 
daily between Minidoka and her home. 
The censored camp newspaper carried a 
description of the place in its inaugural 
edition: “Minidoka, as we know it now, 
is a vast stretch of sagebrush stubble and 
shifting, swirling sand—a dreary, forbid-
ding, flat expanse of arid wilderness.” Later 
in the same issue, as if to emphasize the 
inhospitable nature of the area, the news-
paper cited the weather statistics for 1942. So far that year the 
minimum temperature had been minus 21 degrees Fahrenheit 
and the maximum, 104 degrees.

From 1942 until the camp closed in November 1945, 
Peppers engaged in religious education and organized 
a variety of programs for women as part of the ecu-

menical Protestant ministry. In addition, she assisted the 
Japanese American priest who served the 500 Episcopalians 
in the camp. When he was away to visit families who had 
been relocated out of the camp to areas in the Midwest and 
East, the deaconess was left to minister on her own. She 
was known during her time at St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s as 
a “second mother” to Nisei girls who were navigating the 
challenging terrain between Japanese and American cul-
ture, so it is easy to picture the well-worn path leading to 

her office in the camp, which Peppers once mentioned when 
writing to her bishop. 

Until recently, Margaret Peppers’s work for the Episcopal 
Church and her wartime service to the interned Japanese were 

all I knew of her. But there is much more 
to her story, and only a little of it has to do 
with her subsequent ministry in the Epis-
copal Church. In the Episcopal Church 
archives in Austin, Texas, I learned of 
the period of time leading up to Peppers’s 
missionary work. When she entered the 
deaconess training program in 1915, being 
single was a requirement. It is unlikely, 
though, that any of Peppers’s fellow train-
ees possessed such a combination of youth 
and life experience—she was a 21-year-old 
widow with a four-year-old child. The full 
story will probably never be known, but 
the records indicate that after her husband 
succumbed to tuberculosis in 1914, Marga-
ret was left penniless. Needing to make her 
way in the world yet desiring a meaning-
ful vocation, the young widow decided to 

undertake training for a profession in the church. Her husband’s 
sister offered to care for the child during this course of study. 

As graduation neared, Peppers learned of an opportunity 
to put her training to use, but it was across the Pacific in the 
US-occupied Philippines. Did she deliberately seek out a 
faraway place to escape reminders of a marriage cut short by 
death? Was she inspired, as were so many of her generation, 
by the vision of a life of selfless service in the aid of a civilizing 
gospel? Did she seek adventure and an autonomy that might 
be difficult for a woman to achieve in early 20th century 
America? I suspect all of these things were at play, but the 

ABOVE: Margaret Peppers with her daughter, Ruth, c. 1915. 

BELOW: The congregants of St. Peter’s Japanese Episcopal 
Mission in Seattle, photographed in front of their new church on 
September 11, 1932, the day of its dedication ceremony.
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choice was not entirely her own, and it came at great personal 
cost. When the young deaconess sailed from San Francisco 
to Manila in 1918, she did so without her daughter, Ruth.

Only when I went to the archives and read Peppers’s own 
account of this period in her life did I begin to understand what 
happened—how this woman who spent most of her adult life 
working with children could leave her young child in the care 
of another. There among the documents pertaining to Peppers’s 
missionary appointment was the explanation that the family of 
her deceased husband had agreed to care for and educate Ruth 
but would contribute nothing if the child lived with her mother 
in the Philippines. Once, while on furlough in the United 
States after five years abroad, Peppers tried to reestablish a rela-
tionship with her daughter, but by then it was too late. 

In a poignant letter written to the Episcopal Church’s 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society Board of Missions 
a year after she returned to the Philippines, the deaconess 

recounted that Ruth clearly preferred to remain with her 
aunt. “I could not take her away no matter how I felt person-
ally,” Peppers explained. “She has been with her aunt since 
she was two years old and it would have been cruel to separate 
them now. I can endure such things better than to cause so 
many others to suffer. I have had but one letter since I left 
home more than a year ago, but it is better so.” Sometime later 
the aunt officially adopted Ruth.

After the Japanese internment ended and a dimin-
ished number of St. Peter’s parishioners returned to 
Seattle, Peppers chose to move on. She had been 

ministering among the Navahos in Arizona for a year when 
poor health forced her to resign. Three years later, just shy of 
her 60th birthday, she died in California. 

I like to imagine a happy ending to the story of Margaret 
Guthrie Peppers, the woman who was once called a second 
mother to the Nisei yet was unable to experience motherhood 
with her own child. Tracing her whereabouts after she retired 
as a deaconess, I discovered that she spent her last remain-
ing days living with her daughter in California. Alas, Ruth 
herself is now dead, and I have yet to find any relatives who 
knew her mother. But now at least I understand why, when 
the Japanese of St. Peter’s parish in Seattle were exiled to the 
desolation of Minidoka, Margaret Peppers had the desire and 
courage to go with them.

Linda Teresa Di Biase’s research interest is overlooked women of the 19th- 
and early-20th-century American West. In 2012 she received the Frank 
Sugeno Award from the Episcopal Women’s History Project for her research 
on Margaret Peppers. She has contributed previously to COLUMBIA.
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T
hey had little in common: a 
renowned laboratory scientist, 
an international trade nego-
tiator, an innovative photog-
rapher, a theatrical producer, 
and an informant in a terror-
ist bombing. What these five 
people did share—Rose Ostroff 

Payne, Ernest Falk, Virna Hanson Haf-
fer, Gene Keene, and Donald Vose, re-
spectively—were childhood roots in a 
small, isolated, controversial southern 

Puget Sound village brimming with 
dissidents and intellectuals. 

The village was Home, a turn-of-
the-20th-century utopian colony of indi-
vidualistic, self-proclaimed anarchists 
who sought to live among one another 
with as few regulations as feasible. The 
settlers cleared wooded plots and built 
hillside homes above the waters of Von 
Geldern Cove, on Key Peninsula in Puget 
Sound. Home grew to over 200 residents 
who lived in private houses but shared 

a few communal activities and a mutual 
desire for the good life. They eschewed 
violence while advocating a potpourri 
of political, economic, and social ideas, 
creeds, and practices, and generally tol-
erated one another’s differences. New 
settlers came from within the fringe of 
American radicals. Thus, Home became a 
bustling community where even the most 
unorthodox ideas could find expression.

Public skepticism occasionally 
haunted Home. Neighboring newspapers 

Following in the Footsteps of Their Parents

By Charles P. LeWarne 
The Children of HOME

Students pose in front 
of their school in Home 
Colony, c. 1912. Virna 
Haffer (née Hanson) is 

fourth from left.
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Utopian Offspring 

Other turn-of-the-century idealistic settlements dedicated to seeking the bet-
ter life—the perfect society—also dealt with issues of children and education. At 
the Ferrer Colony in New Jersey, another group of individualistic anarchists provided 
education in an atmosphere involving creative play, self-reliance, and minimal 
imposed discipline. Well-educated professional people emerged along with white 
collar workers and labor organizers; they included an architect associated with Frank 
Lloyd Wright, a Martha Graham dancer, and the mother of singer-activist Joan Baez. 
Yet, Ferrer’s principal historian, Laurence Veysey, attributed such success to the drive 
of their immigrant parents as much as to formal education practices. 

Around Puget Sound, contemporary communal groups generally followed practices 
more conventional than those in Home but also produced some remarkable adults. 
Imogen Cunningham, who spent her earliest years at the Puget Sound Cooperative 
Colony near Port Angeles, became a renowned photographer and a genuine San Fran-
cisco eccentric long before her death in 1976 at age 93. Harry Ault was a teenage 
journalist and editor at Equality, the socialist colony in Washington’s Skagit County. 
Later the longtime editor of the Seattle Union Record, he was influential in labor and 
socialist circles statewide and nationally. Members of the socialist Burley Colony in 
Kitsap County included the parents of Frank Herbert, author of the Dune novels.

This c. 1909 group portrait of the members of Home Colony, taken in the  
community’s Liberty Hall, includes at least 16 children.

derided free love practices, nude swim-
ming, and anti-government statements, 
especially after an avowed anarchist 
assassinated President William McKin-
ley in 1901. Nevertheless, for almost two 
decades Home continued on, a commu-
nity where differing and unusual ideas 
were advanced, discussed, debated, and 
argued, but rarely put to rest. 

Learning in Home

R
esidents included college gradu-
ates who prized education. Formal 
schooling began at a small frame 
building near the waterfront, the 
first of three schools in the com-
munity. Educated at Canadian 
universities, founder George Al-
len and his wife, Sylvia, with four 

daughters of their own, were the origi-
nal teachers. They remained active in 
Home education the rest of their lives. 
Later teachers included their daughter, 
Grace, and Harvard graduate James 
Ferdinand Morton Jr. 

Following state curricula, teachers 
apparently did not impose radical or 
anarchist theories upon their charges, 
although portraits of radical heroes may 
have briefly replaced the traditional 
images of George Washington and Abra-
ham Lincoln on classroom walls. Sev-
eral colonists celebrated the birthdays 
of advocates of progressive education. 

William Z. Foster came to lecture and 
discuss issues with old friends. Ideas ger-
minated. People eagerly discoursed upon 
topics that would have seemed different, 
overly intellectual, impolite, or out of 
place in more conventional circles. 

This ferment of ideas surrounded the 
children’s earliest years. “In retrospect, I 
feel fortunate to have gained in breadth 
and thought from those individuals,” 
recalled Rose Ostroff Payne: 

There were in this small community 
relatively large personal libraries of lit-
erature—books of fiction, economic 
and social essays, even volumes such 
as those of Havelock Ellis and Krafft-
Ebing on social matters. Many persons 
living or visiting in this community could 
be described as “working class intellec-
tuals.” A few were university educated, 
a lawyer, a forester, etc. 

Home bookshelves held Paul de 
Kruif’s Microbe Hunters, for example, as 
well as novels by Sinclair Lewis, Upton 
Sinclair, and Theodore Dreiser, plus 
phonograph recordings of Enrico Caruso 
and Ernestine Schumann-Heink. Gene 
Keene observed that “people there cer-
tainly read more books, subscribed to 
more important periodicals and were 
more aware of world problems than any 
similarly populated communities that I’ve 

Instruction was given in art, music, 
French, German, and vocational train-
ing; for several summers an art teacher 
held classes at her waterfront cabin. 

While a few children were taught at 
home by their intellectually astute par-
ents, it is quite likely that the quality of 
education at schools in Home compared 
favorably with most remote rural turn-
of-the-century schools. Trade negotia-
tor and former student Ernest Falk later 
praised “great advantages to a two-room 
schoolhouse where pupils were permit-
ted to advance in different fields accord-
ing to their capabilities.” He noted that 
the Allens exerted a “strong influence on 
a number of people.” 

The community was alive with meet-
ings, discussions, lectures, and arguments. 
Children later recalled heavily laden 
bookshelves, constant reading by adults, 
and an alert search for the newest, most 
current ideas. They were bundled in blan-
kets at an early age and packed off to a 
neighbor’s living room or to Liberty Hall 
where their elders expounded on diverse 
topics. Older children helped fold and 
deliver copies of colony newspapers that 
mingled national and international news 
and opinion amidst liberal diatribe and 
local gossip. Such visitors as anarchist 
Emma Goldman, essayist and Roycroft 
arts and crafts community founder Elbert 
Hubbard, and future communist leader 

Aerial view of Home Colony, on 
the Key Peninsula in Pierce County, 
c. 1950. The settlement was founded 
in 1896 by a small group of anarchists 
seeking a utopian lifestyle.
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ever heard of, with the exception perhaps 
of some of the experimental communities 
that sporadically started up and failed.” 
To Ernest Falk, “The opportunity to lis-
ten to adults discoursing about philoso-
phy and world problems was a beneficial 
exposure; likewise, watching grown-ups 
play card games such as whist and 500 
stimulated the mathematical aptitude I 
was endowed with.” 

A
s children grew older, many 
moved away to attend city high 
schools and colleges. Falk was 
among the youngest students 
ever enrolled at the University 
of Washington in Seattle, where 
he encountered at least six more 
students from Home. All four Al-

len daughters went to college, a remark-
able achievement for women at that 
time. Rose Ostroff Payne noted that her 
mother, Ethel Ostroff—“a bit of a femi-
nist deprived of a formal education be-
cause of the old country attitude toward 
a Jewish female”—taught her daughters 
that the route to female independence 
was to “get an education and be self-
supporting.” Education was traditionally 
considered a path to a better life, but 
the preponderance of those continuing 
on from this small, isolated community 
remains striking.

George Allen, in an article in the 
November 28, 1900, issue of the locally 
published anarchist newspaper Discon-
tent, decried public schools where a “lot 
of foolish restrictions . . . [were] put upon 
pupils.” He acknowledged that “the 
mind of the teacher must direct in the 
schoolroom, but in that, as well as in 
national affairs, that government is best 
which governs least.” He praised “the 
liberty of thought and notion allowed in 
our school here [in Home]. A pupil who 
does not wish to take part in any of the 
exercises is allowed to remain in his seat, 
the teacher depending on the interest she 
can awaken to cause him to join in the 
class. . . . There is that busy hum of the 
workshop, but little noise that is not nec-
essary.” Allen was “convinced that better 
and more natural boys and girls will be 
the product than those that have been 
cramped by coercive and, for the most 

most people if done in self defense. But 
a . . . “child” or “minor” must not strike 
back in self defense, though its very 
health and life might be in danger, when 
attacked by its master, the parent. . . . 
Children are continually reminded that 
they are nothing but children, both at 
their homes and abroad. They ask ques-
tions as a means of gaining knowledge, 
but are frequently told, in answer to 
questions that would be civilly answered 
if they were a few years older, that it 
is none of their business. . . . It doesn’t 
require a very bright child to see the in-
congruity of a whipping in the morning, 
for staying out with his playmates the 
previous night until after nine o’clock, 

part, foolish restrictions of our common 
schools. Liberty is life and happiness. 
Coercion is death and misery.” 

Henry Hanson, father of Virna Han-
son Haffer, reflected on the hypocrisy of 
conventional parents who required chil-
dren to act one way while granting them-
selves wide liberties. Decisions about 
children’s food, clothing, and choice of 
friends were made by adults, but Hanson 
noted even greater inequalities in an 
article in the March 1, 1911, issue of Jay 
Fox’s newspaper, The Agitator: 

A man may strike another man much 
larger than himself, if he has the hardi-
hood, and receives the approbation of 
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the appointed bed time, given by a father 
who was out until after midnight, hav-
ing a ga-lorious time; of getting a slap 
for accidentally dropping a glass and 
breaking it, while the mother goes scot 
free when she upsets a dish-pan full of 
dishes, breaking several pieces; or get-
ting an ear swipe when unable to hush 
the cries of little brother or sister, a feat 
to accomplish which has kept the whole 
family guessing for months past.

Perhaps Hanson exaggerated the 
wrongs in conventional society, but he 
also reflected on broader generational 
relations. “How far into freedom are we 
willing to take them with us?” he pon-
dered. “Shall we leave them in their pres-
ent status and go on, or shall we turn and 
reach out hands in fellowship, leading 
ever along our journey, wherever that may 
take us, as far as they may wish to go our 
way? If they outstrip us, well and good.” 

And what did the adults of Home 
expect of their children? Like parents 
everywhere, these self-proclaimed anar-
chists likely hoped their children would 
follow in their footsteps, maintaining 
the community and its atmosphere. Yet, 
Home did not endure as the anarchist 
community the parents had created; over 
time it became relatively conventional, 
and many of the children dispersed. 

Children of Home developed a wide 
spectrum of political and social view-
points. Some reportedly were active 
communists in the 1930s while others 
became solid, conservative establish-
ment figures. Even if these children of 

elite, then workers, down-and-outers, 
and conventional citizens with artistic 
sensitivity. She became nationally recog-
nized as an early pictorialist who viewed 
photography as a legitimate art form, 
rather than a toy or even a record of 
people and events. Prestigious galleries 
in the United States and abroad exhib-
ited her portraits. 

Personal instincts led Virna Haffer 
to explore new fields. She designed and 
created woodcuts. Most significantly, 
she experimented with photograms, a 
new-old technique that involved placing 
objects and images upon photographic 
paper, which was then exposed to light, 
achieving startling designs and effects. 
Fish scales, feathers, animal skeletons, 
grasshopper wings, footprints, metal 
shavings, weeds, plants, and designs cut 
from paper all became fair game for her 
creative instincts. Amused friends saw 
their discards and even bits of garbage 
turned into centerpieces in her creations. 
Becoming a preeminent authority on the 
technique, she elevated photograms into 
an art form. Her own photograms found 
their way into the permanent collections 
of New York’s Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and other repositories. 

Haffer held one-person shows on both 
coasts. In 1969 she described her art and 
techniques along with her personal com-
mentary in a book, Making Photograms. 
Over 40 years later, when the Tacoma 
Art Museum mounted a major exhibit 
showing about 100 pieces of her varied 
work, the accompanying catalog, A Tur-
bulent Lens: The Photographic Art of Virna 
Haffer, praised her book as still “the pri-
mary reference text on the subject.” 

After illness eventually forced her 
from her small Tacoma house and 
studio to a suburban rest home, she 
struggled to continue her work. Long 
after her death in 1974, fellow pho-
tographers, including women she had 
encouraged, reflected that Virna Haffer 
remained the best of their lot. Yet she 
was somewhat overshadowed by later 
generations of artists, a concern that 
prompted the 2011 Tacoma exhibit. 
Asked to account for the impetus and 
inspiration for her long, creative career 
and her “free-spirited nature,” Haffer’s 

anarchists did not become anarchists 
themselves, many held liberal social 
and political views and embraced toler-
ance for others, quite likely as solid New 
Deal, Fair Deal, New Frontier, or Great 
Society Democrats.

A few rejected personal connections 
with or memories of their childhood 
community. One woman, Macie Cope, 
was hurt because her father and his 
friends were called anarchists. Not so, 
she protested: they were “peaceful and 
law-abiding men.” Indeed, they were. 
But her father did call himself and his 
associates anarchists, clearly not antici-
pating the intense disapproval the term 
would later signify to his daughter. 

Virna Hanson Haffer

T
he influence of their Home 
upbringing can be gleaned from 
the later lives of several children. 
When Virna Hanson was 10 
years old, a visiting photographer 
captivated her imagination and 
stimulated her lifelong career. As 
a teen, she boarded with a Tacoma 

family to attend school, but her fasci-
nation for photography overshadowed 
formal education and she quit school to 
work in a local studio. A brief marriage, 
a divorce, and a short-lived return to 
Home were followed by her marriage 
to Paul Haffer, something of a celebrity 
among Tacoma radicals.

A strongly professed socialist, Paul 
Haffer had served four months in jail for 
defamation of character after writing a 
newspaper letter that ridiculed placing 
halos over such honored Americans as 
George Washington—a slave owner, a 
man of “ferocious language,” and a heavy 
drinker. Haffer also refused to register for 
the World War I draft, although he later 
served and became acknowledged as a 
good, patriotic soldier. 

After the Haffers had a son and Virna 
began photographing her growing child, 
she realized that photography could 
provide both a livelihood and artistic 
satisfaction. Retaining the Haffer name 
after divorce and remarriage, she opened 
a portrait studio and searched the city for 
subjects. Her skill and reputation grew as 
she portrayed the children of Tacoma’s 
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Self-portrait, 
photographer Virna 
Haffer, c. 1950s.

son, Gene Randall, responded quickly: 
“‘Home–she was raised at Home!’” 

Ernest Falk

Both Ernest and Emma Falkoff were 
born in Home to Anna Falkoff, a strik-
ing personality even in this extraordi-
nary community, who held outspoken 
views about education and childrearing. 
She provided much of her children’s ed-
ucation, along with occasional enroll-
ment in the Home school. The family 
left when Anna entered the University 
of Washington, where she earned an ed-
ucation degree at age 35. Over the years 
she operated a private preschool, taught 
in the mountain community of Index, 
Washington; wrote for the Seattle Union 
Record, a labor newspaper; and then 
amassed wealth in apartment houses 
and real estate. She became a patron of 
the Seattle Symphony and, according 
to one account, rescued it financially in 
the late 1950s. Her daughter Emma had 
a long career as a librarian. 

Anna’s son Ernest, who shortened 
his surname to Falk, was recognized as 
gifted early on. He entered the Uni-
versity of Washington at age 14 and 

moved rapidly through undergradu-
ate courses to law school, earning his 
degree in 1928. Practice with a Seattle 
law firm was followed by a stint with 
the United States Department of 
Justice and then private practice in 
Yakima. During World War II he was 
instrumental in the federal purchase 
of property for the Hanford atomic 
energy plant that ultimately trans-
formed eastern Washington deserts 
into the urban Tri-Cities complex. 

After the war Falk became associ-
ated with Yakima Valley fruit growers. 
In 1947 he helped found the North-
west Horticultural Council (NHC), a 
trade association for which he served 
as manager until retiring in 1981. He 
represented Washington and Oregon 
industry in dealings with federal offi-
cials and in developing markets with 
other nations. A major objective was 
competitive shipping rates for North-
west fruits. Falk helped negotiate trade 
agreements with foreign governments, 
including the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War before the USSR was 
generally open to such encounters. He 
remained an active participant and 

benefactor in the Yakima community, 
serving on numerous boards and in 
many community activities, earning 
a multitude of awards over the years. 
Falk was a friend and associate of 
Washington’s two preeminent senators 
of the day, Warren G. Magnuson and 
Henry M. Jackson, as well as eastern 
Washington’s congressman and speaker 
of the house, Tom Foley. 

“In his coat, tie and glasses, Mr. Falk 
looked like a quiet college professor,” 
according to NHC members. Ernest 
Falk recalled Home as “a wonderful 
place to have spent my early years . . . 
a stimulating and healthful environ-
ment,” where learning was important 
and where children grew up listening 
to their elders discuss philosophy and 
world problems. He died in the spring 
of 2005 at the age of 98. 

Rose Ostroff Payne

A
t least one child from Home 
reached the pages of Time maga-
zine, the New York Times, and 
Who’s Who in America: Rose 
Marise Ostroff Payne of Stan-
ford University Medical School. 
Born in Home on August 5, 
1909, she entered the Univer-

sity of Washington in the late 1920s, 
earning a bachelor of science degree 
in 1932, her master’s degree the fol-
lowing year, and a PhD in bacteriology 
in 1937. Finding that barriers limited 
women in her chosen field, she consid-
ered a career in social work and coun-
seled women shipyard workers during 
World War II. Occasional university 
teaching stints followed in Oklahoma 

RIGHT: Senators Henry M. Jackson (right) and 
Warren G. Magnuson confer about Northwest 
apples with Ernest Falk (left), manager of the 
Northwest Horticultural Council, c. 1960s. 

BELOW: Rose Payne with Jon van Rood (left) 
and Paul Terasaki, fellow pioneers in studying 
immune responses to organ transplants, 
c. 1960s.
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and Seattle until 1948, when she be-
came a research assistant at Stanford 
Medical School and began her long 
career there. She was appointed profes-
sor of medicine in 1972. 

Early on, her central research focus 
became immunology and hematol-
ogy—the study of blood—and revolved 
initially around work on antibodies 
that affected white blood cells. Her 
research proved that different types of 
white blood cells were present in dif-
ferent individuals. In the early 1960s, 
when organ transplants were just begin-
ning to open new opportunities in 
medical practice, that research was 
directly responsible for facilitating the 

acceptance of tissue transplants without 
their rejection by the body. Along with 
colleagues, many of whom regarded 
her as their leader, Rose Payne clearly 
helped make possible the present era of 
widespread organ transplants. 

Holding memberships in a cluster of 
state, national, and international bod-
ies, Payne authored or coauthored over 
100 technical papers that pushed for-
ward knowledge of the blood system and 
immunology. A $2,500 grant from the 
American Tentative Society, founded 
by scientists, designated her as one of 
six “original thinkers whose doubting 
Thomas attitude led to revolution-
ary developments in their field.” The 

American Society for Histocompatibil-
ity and Immunogenetics instituted an 
annual award in her name—the Rose 
Payne Award—that has honored 31 sci-
entists since 1985.

Late in life Rose Payne downplayed 
the effect Home had on her career, 
attributing her quest for an advanced 
education more to limited employ-
ment opportunities during the 1930s, 
“the stimulus of intellectual goals” at 
the university, and “the social ferment” 
engendered by the New Deal. She 
mocked the “impractical dreamers” of 
Home even as she acknowledged having 
been impressed by the diversity of views 
represented and the large libraries of its 
“‘working class intellectuals,’” several of 
whom inspired her scientific interests. 
The Home experience also stimulated 
concerns for the underprivileged. Per-
haps most importantly, she was encour-
aged to ask questions and to challenge 
answers and orthodox approaches, to 
seek new methods and new answers. She 
died on April 18, 1999, at the age of 89, 
greatly honored by her peers. 

Gene Keene

G
ene Keene was not strictly a child 
of Home, having arrived as a six-
year-old along with his mother 
and older brother in 1925, after 
the community’s heyday. His 
visits over the next 20 years were 
sporadic though frequent. Home 
had settled down to a relatively 

prosaic life, a community of “retired radi-
cals,” in his mother’s words. Yet young 
Gene assumed some of the village’s 
lingering spirit. His parents and grand-
parents had been active Chicago anar-
chists who were acquainted with radical 
celebrities such as socialist Eugene Debs, 
after whom they named their son. 

Chicago’s Haymarket Riot radical 
labor protestor Jay Fox, a friend who had 
settled in Home in 1909 to publish news-
papers, encouraged the Keene clan to 
visit, and Gene’s grandparents purchased 
a house there. The young boy was caught 
up in the atmosphere of the commu-
nity, the “fantastically variegated cross-
section [of people] embracing loggers to 
scholars with the tremendous number of 
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characters in between.” He marveled at 
the learning, the private libraries, and 
the literacy that prevailed. 

Keene’s service in World War II 
was followed by time with occupation 
forces in the South Pacific. He later 
attended the University of Washing-
ton’s School of Drama and, after gradu-
ating, established a live theater, some-
thing that had been generally lacking 
in Seattle. The Cirque, a theater in 
the round, opened with Springtime for 
Henry in a Broadway District building 
one wintry evening in 1950. Though 
it survived its earliest weeks on a shoe-
string, it become a 30-year fixture in 
Seattle, with occasional variations in 
format and location. 

The Cirque introduced the concept 
of dinner theater in the Northwest 
and was the city’s only enduring semi- 
professional theater until after the 1962 
Seattle World’s Fair. Offerings—over 270 
plays—tended toward light comedy and 
an occasional musical featuring Broad-
way and Hollywood stars, some past their 
prime. The Teahouse of the August Moon 
was a standby based on a personal experi-
ence shared by Keene and Vern Sneider, 
who wrote the original 1951 Teahouse 
novel, while the two were stationed 
together on Okinawa during the occupa-
tion of Japan. Keene’s efforts with The 
Cirque foreshadowed Seattle’s reputation 
as a significant theater city. 

Donald Vose

Parents of Home might well have been 
proud of these and other children, but 
one particular progeny was rejected. 
Son of an ardent anarchist who had 
long been a comrade of such nation-
ally known radicals as Emma Goldman, 
Donald Vose grew up in Home, but he 
always seemed a loner, an outsider. Bit-
terness crept into his disposition and 
led to vengeance and betrayal. The 
1910 bombing of the Los Angeles Times 
Building by labor radicals killed 10 per-
sons, and the nationwide search for ac-
complices reached the small anarchist 
settlement on Puget Sound. There de-
tectives found a willing partner in Vose. 

Whether he acted out of petu-
lance, pay, or patriotism, Vose used 

his contacts within the community 
to inform against two fugitives, 
one of whom was being assisted by 
local sympathizers. That man was 
soon captured on nearby Bainbridge 
Island, the other in New York City. 
Vose’s betrayal shamed his mother 
and her friends, who viewed his 
actions as a direct affront, an assault, 
even treachery. Although he con-
tinued to reside in Home, Vose was 
forever after labeled as an informer, 
an outsider despised by his own gen-
eration and by his elders. He drifted 
into odd jobs along the Pacific 
Coast, working at a Seattle ship-
yard and in the merchant marine 
while descending into a lifestyle of 
alcoholism and loneliness. In 1945 he 
fell to his death from a San Francisco 
gangplank under possibly suspicious 
circumstances. 

There is a postscript to this story. 
While researching Vose’s life, historian 
Anitra Balzer came across two Eugene 
O’Neill biographies that recognized Vose 
as the likely model for a character in the 
playwright’s major stage drama, The Ice-
man Cometh. Not only was the character 
of Don Parritt remarkably similar to Vose 
in personality and deeds, but a common 
acquaintance linked Vose with O’Neill. 
How ironic it would be if Vose, the out-
cast, was the most firmly immortalized of 
all the children of Home. 

The Home Influence

T
hese few biographical sketches 
do not cover all of the excep-
tional persons influenced by a 
childhood in Home. Others, 
colorful and ordinary, had signif-
icant careers, associations, and 
experiences as writers, artists, 
educators, business executives, 

labor activists, and in other fields in 
Washington and beyond. Moreover, 
several daughters of Home married 
men who formed attachments to the 
village and achieved extraordinary 
lifetime accomplishments. 

Well educated, innovative and cre-
ative, sensitive to societal needs, untram-
meled by old views, and forward looking 
in politics, social concerns, business, and 

the arts, the children of Home contrib-
uted to society during an era that often 
prized keeping to oneself. If they were 
not anarchists in the style of their parents, 
they were very much individualists in the 
style of their parents. Decades after the 
utopian settlement of their parents had 
its final chapter, the story of these chil-
dren still resonates. 

Perhaps the parents of Home both 
failed and succeeded. Apparently they 
wanted their children to truly know 
and be themselves, to think and act 
for themselves, to follow their own 
pursuits, however diverse and wher-
ever they might lead. They pushed 
their young out of the nest into a 
stream of education and a wider world 
beyond the tiny confines of the vil-
lage. Arguably, the parents’ goals were 
fulfilled when their children became 
active, participating adults in a larger, 
diversified society. 

Charles P. LeWarne has written widely on 
Washington history. His book Utopias on Puget 
Sound, 1885–1915 (1995) contains a detailed 
history of Home Colony. 

ABOVE: Donald Vose achieved notoriety as 
an informer against the anarchists accused 
of the 1910 bombing of the Los Angeles 
Times Building.

FACING PAGE: Page featuring Gene Keene 
in the program for theater productions at 
the Cirque Playhouse during the Seattle 
World’s Fair.
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To donate prints or negatives of regional historical interest to the Washington State Historical Society’s photograph collection, please contact Ed Nolan, special collections curator (253-798-5917 
or edward.nolan@wshs.wa.gov). To purchase a photo reproduction of an image in the Society’s collection, visit WashingtonHistory.org, then click on Research and Collections.

HISTORY ALBUM

A ROOF WITH A VIEW

Sam Hill and his wife pose on the rooftop garden of the Perry Hotel in 
downtown Seattle in 1909. The photographer, Asahel Curtis, identifies 
Hill as a cook. In the West, many African American males were restricted 

to less lucrative work as barbers, waiters, cooks, and elevator operators. The 
Perry, built in 1907, was a 250-room luxury Tudor revival-style building situated 
on the southwest corner of Boren and Madison Streets. Part of its charm, as 
described in advertisements, was its roof garden, with a “commanding view 
of the Olympics, Cascade Mountains, Mt. Rainier and Puget Sound.” It is 
unknown whether Hill was there as an employee or a guest. This and other 
photos in the set make it clear that he wanted to have a record of the visit he 
and his wife paid to the grand hotel. The Perry was demolished in 2000. 

—Maria Pascualy
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ROOSEVELT’S
Grand ExpErimEnt

The Civilian Conservation Corps in the Northwest

By John T. Menard

President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt gave his inaugu-
ral address to the nation on 
March 4, 1933. Fresh from a 
landslide victory in the 1932 

election, Roosevelt had a clear mandate 
to effect change across the nation. The 
Great Depression had cost millions of 
jobs. Americans were desperate. They 
were unemployed or underemployed 
in unprecedented numbers. The un-
employed “face[d] the grim problem 
of existence,” Roosevelt told America. 
The primary objective during his presi-
dency’s infancy, he said, was to put the 
nation back to work and “wage war 
against the emergency.”

Perhaps it was fitting, then, that 
Roosevelt gave the United States Army 
the responsibility of administering 
the Civilian Conservation Corps. On 
April 5, 1933, a mere month after his 
inauguration, Roosevelt, empowered 
by Congress’s passage of “an act for the 
relief of unemployment through the 
performance of useful public work, and 
for other purposes,” signed Executive 
Order 6101, calling for the establish-
ment of “Emergency Conservation 
Work.” Two days later, the program 
registered its first enrollee, and the first 

Iconic image of Civilian Conservation 
Corps members heading off to conquer 
the Great Depression and, in the 
process, protect and preserve the 
nation’s natural resources.

U
S Forest Service im
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camp, Camp George Washington, 
opened in Virginia ten days later. In 
the book Coming of Age in the Great 
Depression, historian Richard Melzer 
noted that the program’s original 
name, the Emergency Conservation 
Work Corps, proved far too cumber-
some, and the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps moniker sprang into use 
almost immediately. 

The army was tasked with administering the camps; recruit-
ing, transporting, housing, and feeding the enrollees; as well as 
constructing the camps themselves. Recruitment drives com-
menced during January, April, July, and October of each year. 
Initially, enrollees signed up for a six-month enrollment period, 
renewable up to three times for a total of two years, provided 
they worked hard and obeyed the rules. In 1937, enrollments 
expanded to twelve months. 

Acceptance to the CCC was primarily need based. Potential 
recruits had to be single and, most importantly, unemployed. 
Men could be no older than 23 years old and no younger than 
17. Members received $30 per month, $25 of which went home 

to the men’s families. The labor unions thought the wage paid to 
CCC members was too low. Melzer points out, however, that at 
the rate of roughly $1 per day, CCC men were paid better than 
army recruits, who earned a total of $252 a year. Minor oppor-
tunities for advancement, and a corresponding pay increase, 
existed within the CCC. An assistant leader received $36 a 
month, and company leaders (separate from camp/army leader-
ship) received $45 a month. Over $700 million went back to the 
members’ families during the CCC’s nine-year history.

Fort George Wright District and Forestry Camp F-188

The Fort George Wright District of the CCC, headquar-
tered in Spokane, came into being in May 1933. Its do-
main stretched from Lake Chelan to Libby, Montana, and 

from the Canadian border to just south of Moscow, Idaho. By 
August 1933 it had grown to encompass 54 camps containing 
some 12,000 enrollees—most hailing from the Deep South or 
eastern states—making it the largest district in the country. By 
1938 the district had served as home to 260 CCC companies 
containing roughly 42,000 members. It oversaw conservation 
efforts in a number of national forests, including the Kaniksu, 
St. Joe, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai, and Colville. 

TOP: View from the 
highway, the Camp 

Willow Creek barracks, 
just outside Emida in 

northern Idaho. 

BOTTOM: Interior view 
of one of the barracks 

at Willow Creek CCC 
Forestry Camp F-188.
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The most important task undertaken in the district was 
blister rust control. Blister rust is a spore that attacks white 
pine trees. The spore spreads to the trees via contact with 
ribes bushes (a subgenus of flowering plants commonly 
known as gooseberry or currant). It works its way into the 
bark and cuts off the flow of sap, killing the tree. By 1939 
CCC crews managed to protect over 200,000 acres of white 
pine timber by removing the disease-spreading shrubs. 
White pine forestry was an incredibly valuable industry 
during the Depression, and the local communities of north-
ern Idaho closely followed the CCC’s efforts. Other impor-
tant tasks undertaken in the Fort George Wright District 
were soil conservation, fire control, fire hazard reduction, 
and reforestation in the national forests, along with flood 
control and construction of bridges, roads, campsites, and 
 recreational campgrounds.

Blister rust was especially prevalent in St. Joe National 
Forest in northern Idaho, the location of CCC For-
estry Camp F-188. Camps such as 
F-188 served as both work relief 
and education programs for the 
impoverished youth of the Great 
Depression. They also instilled in 
their members the virtues of disci-
pline, pride, and hard work while 

conserving precious natural resources during a time of 
great duress for the United States.

Daily Life in a CCC Forestry Camp

Forestry Camp F-188 was stationed at Willow Creek along 
both sides of State Highway 95 E (now State Highway 6), 
a few miles southwest of the town of Emida in Idaho’s Be-

newah County. Construction on the camp began May 5, 1935. 
A contingent of corps members from Camp F-117, near St. 
Maries, broke ground on the camp. Barracks and administrative 
buildings on one side of the highway faced the mechanical shop 
and garage buildings on the opposite side. According to the of-
ficial camp history, the men spent their summer fighting fires in 
Idaho, though it was an uncommonly calm fire season. 

On October 20, 1935, the men of F-117 gave way to Com-
pany 2524, a brand new unit made up of youths from Ohio. The 
“Ohio boys,” as they were known, boarded a train making its 
way through the state and eventually winding up in Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. There they were separated into two companies, 
2524 and 2525, with the men from 2525 disembarking near 
St. Joe River, presumably at Camp F-120 near Avery, Idaho, 
while those in 2524 continued on to Willow Creek. The first 
assignments handed to Company 2524 were the diversion of 
Cedar Creek to protect white pine trees in the area and the 
construction of sidewalks within Camp F-188. 

THE ARMY WAS TASKED WITH ADMINISTERING THE CAMPS; RECRUITING, TRANSPORTING, 
HOUSING, AND FEEDING THE ENROLLEES; AS WELL AS CONSTRUCTING THE CAMPS.
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Young CCC members 
eradicate ribes 

(gooseberry) bushes 
in northern Idaho as a 

means of combating 
blister rust in western 

white pines, 1933.
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The original roster of Company 2524 included 187 men, 
including 154 enrollees, 16 assistant leaders, 10 leaders, 5 offi-
cers, an educational adviser, and a camp surgeon. Discipline in 
the CCC was tightly handled by camp and district leadership. 
Serious crimes were deferred to the civilian system for trial. 
Minor offenses, such as insubordination, were judged by the 
company commander and could result in anything from mere 
admonishment to loss of pay or discharge from the company. 

Once established at Willow Creek, the men of Company 
2524 followed a set schedule. A typical day at camp went as 
follows: At 6:10 in the morning the men awoke to reveille. 
Roll call lasted from 6:50 to 7:50, after which they made their 
beds, cleaned the barracks, and ate breakfast. They worked until 
11:45, whereupon they cleaned up and took an hour break for 
lunch. From 12:45 to 3:45 they worked again, then spent the 
next hour subject to roll call and inspection. The men ate din-
ner at 5:00 and received the day’s mail at 5:30. There was a gap 
in the camp schedule from 5:30 to 9:20, when presumably they 
were free to engage in leisure activities or attend night classes. At 
9:20 they prepared for bed, and the lights went out at 9:30. This 
routine prevailed Monday through Saturday, with Sundays off. 

Like most CCC members, the typical F-188 member came 
from extreme poverty. One enrollee, George W. Rairden, 
serves as an excellent case study of the poverty CCC mem-
bers endured prior to enrollment. The oldest of nine children, 
 Rairden was born August 10, 1918, to farmer Clay Rairden 
and his wife, Margaret, in Bath County, Kentucky. His 
schooling ended after eighth grade. Two weeks after his 17th 
birthday he enrolled in CCC Company 3547 in Alexandria, 
Kentucky, and spent four months there before transferring to 
Camp F-188 in January 1936. 

The information contained in CCC personnel records is ex-
tensive. Applicants disclosed their religious affiliation, lei-
sure activities, and work experience, answering such ques-

tions as, “What church do you belong to?” “Have you attended 
it in the last four weeks?” “What activities did you participate 
in while attending school?” and “What musical instruments can 
you play?” In later years, questions of this type disappeared from 
the intake forms, shaving off about three pages of paperwork. 

The men amused themselves with a variety of activities, 
including baseball, softball, chess, boxing, and swimming. Bas-
ketball, too, was popular. The December 31, 1936, Benewah 
County News contained a flyer featuring “City League Bas-
ketball,” which mentioned the “Emida CCC’s vs. Chatcolet.” 
Archived photographs show Company 229 enrollees piling into 
the back of a truck to attend the movies, lounging in the camp 
recreation hall’s sitting room, and playing billiards. 

Company 229 had its own band, a quartet known as The 
Rhythm Aces, which featured clarinet, saxophone, piano, and 
drums. The men also had “camp nights,” during which they 
sang and performed plays. Enrollees occasionally went on field 

trips, of a sort. On several occasions the men went to the Uni-
versity of Idaho and Washington State College to view sporting 
events. Preserved copies of the camp newspaper, The Willow 
Creek, contain an article detailing a camp-sponsored trip of 12 
enrollees who visited Washington State College to watch the 
Cougars take on the neighboring University of Idaho Vandals. 
These men were treated to tours of each university, visited CCC 
campsites in Pullman and Moscow, and watched a badminton 
game at the University of Idaho. 

Camp members also got to enjoy the holidays. Accord-
ing to the December 31, 1936, Benewah County News, F-188 

THE CCC NOT ONLY SAW TO THE PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL NEEDS OF ITS MEMBERS 
BUT ALSO MADE SURE THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF THE MEN WERE ATTENDED TO.

members celebrated Christmas with a turkey dinner, a camp 
program, and even a visit from Santa Claus (played by Wilbur 
Kellinghaus, a camp leader), who distributed gifts. They cel-
ebrated New Year’s Eve with dances and another turkey din-
ner, accompanied by a “white New Year,” courtesy of Idaho’s 
“famous weather.”

Religion in the Camps

The CCC not only saw to the physical and intellectual 
needs of its members but also made sure the spiritual 
needs of the men were attended to. As district chaplain, 

Captain Jay M. Gleason was responsible for overseeing the 
religious functions of all the camps in the district. Born in Il-
linois in 1881, Gleason served as a chaplain in France during 

World War I. After the war, he accepted a ministry in Ellens-
burg but left in 1921 and took up ranching near Yakima. In 
1932 he was elected to the State House of Representatives, 
but his political career was cut short when in 1933 he was 
called up by the army to serve as chaplain of the Fort George 
Wright CCC District.

Gleason formulated the religious programs for each of the 
camps and hired clergy to perform the Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish services as needed by the enrollees. Gleason also 
served as the district’s welfare officer, education officer, and 
public relations officer. He proved to be a sympathetic ear 
and advocate for many within the district, a fact that is well 
illustrated in his voluminous correspondence. 

In one case, Gleason advocated on behalf of Michael 
Hudanish, an enrollee who in January 1936 was accused of 
stealing farm property in September 1934 in his home state 
of New Jersey. Gleason wrote the prosecuting attorney, ask-
ing that the case be dismissed. He cited the amount of time 
that had passed between when the alleged theft occurred and 
when the charges were filed, the minimal monetary worth of 
the stolen equipment ($50), and Hudanish’s good work in 
the CCC. The prosecutor’s office agreed to drop the charges 
and wished Hudanish all the best in “avail[ing] himself of the 
splendid opportunities which [had] been placed [before him] 
. . . by his service in the CCC.”

Gleason remained with the Fort George Wright District 
until the CCC’s dissolution in 1942. As the CCC drew down, 
Gleason wrote numerous letters of recommendation for dis-
trict staff. Gleason himself tried to find continuing employ-
ment with the Ninth Area District Headquarters but was 
unsuccessful in his efforts.

The CCC chronicled its history on both the national 
level—with its newspaper Happy Days—and the district 
level. The Fort George Wright District issued two newspa-
pers: The Microphone, circulated within district headquarters, 
and The CCC News, distributed district-wide. Jay Gleason 
edited its most esteemed publication, the Fort George Wright 
CCC District Annual, which covered district-level history as 
well as the history and work projects of every camp within 
the district, complete with rosters and photographs. The 
inaugural issue covered the 1935–36 winter enrollment 
period. 

Leo’s Studio and the Standard Engraving Company, both 
of Spokane, provided the photography and artwork. The 
Moscow (Idaho) Publishing Company printed the yearbook 

and set the price at one dollar. In 
gratitude for the district’s efforts to 
fight blister rust, several lumber com-
panies provided pine board covers 
for the annuals, one issue of which 
is among the Gleason papers housed 
in the Washington State University 
Libraries’ Manuscripts, Archives, 
and Special Collections. The annual 
proved immensely popular, selling 

Civilian Conservation 
Corps poster, c. 1939. 
The CCC put young 
men to work while 
making sure they ate 
well, furthered their 
education, learned 
vocational skills, and 
enjoyed recreational 
activities.
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over 2,300 copies in its first printing, and the 1938–39 issue 
received praise from J. J. McEntee, assistant director of the 
CCC, as a “fine piece of photography,” and an “interesting 
portrayal of both the Army’s and Technical Service’s part 
in the Corps.” Through the efforts of men like Gleason, the 
CCC’s history is well chronicled and its legacy preserved.

Education in the Willow Creek Camp

George Spinning served as the educa-
tional adviser of Camp F-188. Though 
he copiously documented the inner 

workings of the CCC, he left no known 
records of his own life. What little is known 
about him has been gathered via historical 
US Army records and conversations with 
his living descendants. During World War 
I, Spinning labored as a private in the 32nd 
Spruce Squadron, which was part of an army 
project dedicated to producing high quality 
timber for use in military aircraft. In addi-
tion to his service in the army and the CCC, 
Spinning was an avid gardener, a school-
teacher, and home builder.

Personnel records from Companies 2524 
and 229 indicate that the majority of enroll-
ees had not completed their grade school 
education or attended college. Charged with 
ensuring the enrollees’ well-being, the CCC 
made education one of its highest priorities. 

Possibly due to the extreme winter 
weather that sometimes came to the Fort 
George Wright District, it appears that 
education was ramped up during the fall 
and winter months. A memo found in 
George Spinning’s files, which had been 
addressed to all district educational advis-
ers, provides insight into the Fall–Winter 
Program, 1937–38, but also clarifies the 
CCC’s educational efforts in general. The 
objectives of the education program were 
to “help each enrollee discover his own 
aptitudes and abilities”; as far as possible, “fit each enrollee 
into the type of camp experience from which he will profit 
most”; cooperate with technical staff to “help assure each 
enrollee of the greatest educational values inherent to the 
work he does”; and “organize such educational opportuni-
ties as will best develop each enrollee’s employability and 
civil effectiveness.” 

According to this memo, Spinning was to interview each 
enrollee entering F-188. An “English Usage Test” and other 
applicable placement tests were applied when advisable. 
The information gathered on enrollment forms served as the 

basis for determining which educational programs would be 
taught in each camp. Illiteracy was one of the most frequent 
educational deficiencies faced by CCC members. The dis-
trict memo defined as illiterate someone who “cannot read 
a newspaper, write a letter, and perform the fundamental 
operations in arithmetic.” Those enrolled in literacy classes 
typically met four times a week until their reading skills 

proved up to par.
Many other courses were available to camp 

enrollees. Those in the Fort George Wright 
District might find themselves enrolling in 
standard academic classes such as algebra, 
history, or sociology, and vocational classes 
such as drafting, truck driving, photography, 
and journalism. Basic elementary classes were 
available to those who had yet to complete 
their grade school education. 

High school and college classes were also 
offered, oftentimes with the opportunity to 
earn credit. Within the Fort George Wright 
District, enrollees earned college credit 
through the University of North Dakota 
at the cost of 25 cents per credit hour. The 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
made high school credits (sponsored by the 
University of Oklahoma) available to enroll-
ees at the cost of one dollar per course plus 
the cost of books. The WPA and Idaho State 
Department of Education offered free voca-
tional and general correspondence courses to 
camp members. 

Camp F-188 also had a small library for the 
use of its members. Washington State College 
provided extension services to Willow Creek, 
lending books for two-week periods for the 
price of postage. If the camp library did not 
have the book an enrollee was seeking, he 
could request it through the Idaho State Free 
Traveling Library, another low-cost service 
that delivered books to the camps.

Camp members were not the only ones 
participating in educational programs. Camp staff found 
themselves engaging in their own form of higher education. 
Spinning’s letters reveal a trip to Moscow, Idaho, in July 1937 
to attend an educational conference at the University of 
Idaho, followed by a two-day family vacation in Davenport, 
Washington. That summer Spinning also enrolled himself 
at Washington State College in a class on educational films, 
which he attended twice a week.

Another task assigned to Spinning and CCC educa-
tional advisers across the country was to prepare their young 
charges for life after the camps. In addition to learning 

THE INFORMATION GATHERED ON ENROLLMENT FORMS SERVED AS THE BASIS FOR 
DETERMINING WHICH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS WOULD BE TAUGHT IN EACH CAMP.

TOP: Captain Jay Mark Gleason 
served as the Fort George 
Wright CCC District’s chaplain. 

BOTTOM: George Spinning 
was in charge of the education 
program at Camp F-188.
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vocational skills, enrollees received instruction on how 
to draft résumés. Enrollees were advised to include basic 
information such as their gender, age, contact information, 
education, and work experience, plus their marital status 
and family situation.

A lthough Camp F-188 ran with military efficiency, mis-
haps did happen. In April 1937, disaster struck the edu-
cation program of Camp F-188. Spinning’s letters reveal 

that a fire broke out sometime late that month and the camp 
had to be hastily jury-rigged to continue functioning properly. 
The kitchen was moved to the canteen, and the recreation 
center served as the mess hall. The camp procured replace-
ment tables from the Fernwood Community Club. Spinning 
was happy to note that the men worked “willingly on the fire,” 
there had been “no griping,” and they had “won the admiration 
of the entire overhead.” 

Problems persisted, however, when two days later Camp 
F-188 found itself host to an unexpected guest. Spin-
ning wrote to Glenn Caulkins, the district’s head educa-

tional adviser, that the arrival 
of a “Mr. Walker” came as a 
great surprise to him. Walker 
had apparently been hired to 
instruct the camp’s cooking 
and baking classes, but Spin-
ning had received no warning 
and therefore had made no 
provision for his imminent 
arrival. As a result, Walker 
found himself without any 
instructional materials. At 
about the same time, Spin-
ning requested from district 

Images from the 1937 Fort 
George Wright District CCC 
Annual. The volume included 
a brief history of each camp in 
the district and photos of some 
of their activities. TOP, LEFT 
& RIGHT: Men from Willow 
Creek Camp cutting snags in St. 
Joe National Forest. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Camp members reading 
and studying in the recreation 
hall after dinner. BOTTOM LEFT: 
The Emida CCC’s basketball 
players posing for a team photo.
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FROM THE COLLECTION

headquarters two dozen spiral notebooks and blank certifi-
cates. Further highlighting the strict budgets inherent in the 
CCC, Spinning requested 12 “automatic pencils” and reim-
bursement for the cost of educational materials charged to the 
company, which came out to just over $24. 

Despite its tight budget, F-188 put great effort into educating 
its young members and teaching them skills that would serve 
them well after they left the CCC. In addition to academic and 
vocational training, the men received personal enrichment, and 
their field trips provided them with new experiences.

End of the CCC Experiment

The great CCC experiment came to a close in 1942 follow-
ing the United States’ entry into World War II. The skills 
and knowledge acquired by the CCC enrollees proved in-

valuable to the war effort. J. J. McEntee, who by now had risen 
to the post of national director of the CCC, had great faith in 
the wartime abilities of the CCC men. He proclaimed: “[T]
he men of the CCC will be specialists in a dozen [noncombat] 
fields . . . as vital to the carrying on of conflict as firing a rifle 
or machine-gun.” And indeed, an estimated 80 percent of the 
3 million men who served in the CCC later served in the US 
military during World War II. Men who had once built roads 
and bridges in the forests now built them in combat zones; 
transport truck drivers became troop truck drivers; camp cooks 
became mess sergeants; CCC men were experienced in first aid. 
During the CCC’s initial implementation, opponents of the 
program criticized the CCC as too militaristic, and there was 
some merit to this claim; the rigid discipline instilled in camps 

proved useful as the CCC men, along 
with the rest of America’s youth, 
headed off to war.

Fort George Wright and all other 
CCC districts, received the order to 
cease operations on June 30, 1942. 
President Roosevelt had hoped to 
keep the CCC alive, but the grow-
ing demands of the war brought 
about its demise. The program left 
a legacy that has spanned decades, 
serving as an inspiration for Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy’s Peace Corps and President Lyndon 
Johnson’s Job Corps. As exemplified by the Fort George 
Wright District and the experiences of the men in Camp 
F-188, the CCC educated and employed a large segment of 
one generation. Guided by the likes of Jay M. Gleason and 
George T. Spinning, it served as a rite of passage for these 
men, many of whom had not completed high school or been 
away from home before. The CCC, through its conserva-
tion efforts, helped protect America’s natural resources and 
preserve them for future generations. Moreover, through 
its various programs, it instilled discipline, pride, and hard 
work in its members. The young men whose motto was “we 
can take it,” proved, indeed, that they could. 

John. T. Menard, a graduate of Washington State University, received the 
Gilder Lehrman History Scholar Award in 2015. He has a long-standing 
interest in the regional history of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

The rigid daily schedule 
dictating camp life 
was countered with a 
variety of recreational 
activities, including 
baseball, basketball, 
chess, swimming, movie 
outings, and music, 
performed sometimes by 
the men in this c. 1937 
photo of the Willow 
Creek Camp “orchestra.”
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ABOVE: A “drive-
through” stump 
near Arlington, 

Snohomish 
County, 1925.

LEFT: The 
Lennstrom 

residence near 
Edgecomb, 
Snohomish 

County, 1901.  
It was burned  
in the 1930s.
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Big Stumps

The landscape of western Washington 
was once dominated by huge, ancient 
western red cedar (Thuja plicata) 

trees, some 200 feet in height and over 1,000 
years old. After the onslaught of logging dur-
ing the last half of the 19th century, only the 
giant stumps of these monarchs remained. 
Because the wood at the base of the tree 
was uneven in grain and not as marketable, 
the stumps were 10 or more feet in height. 
As pioneer farmers occupied the land, they 
blasted and burned most of the stumps. 
Once in a while a stump was put to use—
converted to a storage shed, the occasional 
residence, or an archway. Few of them 
remain today.
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I      n 1886 a fine new vol- 
  ume with “Prison Record  
 No. 1 Pacific County” em-
bossed in gold on its spine was  

  purchased by mail order at the 
direction of the Pacific County commis-
sioners from George D. Barnhard and 
Company in St. Louis. It is formidable 
looking, even after all these years.

The leather-bound book measures 
16 inches high, 11 inches wide, and 
weighs eight pounds. Its endpapers are 
marbled, and its 160 preprinted pages 
appear to be of a linen-based paper 
stock. An alphabetically tabbed index 
forms the volume’s first 12-page section, 
where prisoners’ names were added 
periodically in the order that they were 
jailed. Each name is followed by the 
page number (or sometimes numbers) 
upon which the details of the prisoner’s 
stay in the county jail can be found.

The bulk of the volume contains 
pages with the heading “Register of 
Prisoners Confined In The County 
Jail” preprinted across each double-
page spread. The left-hand pages are 
divided into lined boxes with column 
headings that read: “Number,” “Name 
of Prisoner,” “Age,” “Height (Ft. In.),” 
“Hair,” “Eyes,” “Complexion,” “County 
or State in which Born,” “Special Marks 
or Peculiarities as to Prisoner or His-
tory.” Column headings continue on 

In all, 591 prisoners are listed in this 
book. The blanks, when filled in, provide 
fascinating reading. As one pages through 
the book, it becomes apparent that the 
entries reflect the changing concerns and 
attitudes of Pacific County citizens as the 
years progressed. Arrests mirrored the 
social anxieties of the times—problems 

Front ier 
Just ice

By Sydney Stevens

Revelations from the  
Pacific County Prison Record

the facing pages with: “When Com-
mitted (Month, Day, Year),” “By What 
Authority Committed,” “For what 
Offence and for what Term,” “Date of 
Leaving Prison (Month, Day, Year)” 
“Escaped or Discharged; If Discharged 
by What Authority,” “Remarks; Action 
Taken if Prisoner Escaped.”

Sydney Stevens photo

with immigrants at the turn of century, 
alcohol-related misadventures during 
Prohibition, deserters and draft-evaders 
during the Great War. 

Frequently those crucial blanks on 
the right-hand page, which would give 
at least a cursory understanding of the 
rest of the story, have been left blank. 
Unless the case merited the attention 
of the press or resulted in a trial, with 
the attendant court records, the prison 
record provides the contemporary reader 
with as much frustration as fascination.

Some of the information is probably 
incomplete because of the circumstances 
under which a prisoner was logged in 
and out of jail. Perhaps more time for 
jotting down the details was available at 
the beginning of the process. Later, once 
justice had been served, it is possible 
that the jailers, like their prisoners, were 
eager to put the experience behind them, 
forgoing the most timely opportunity to 
complete the record keeping.

Not every county prisoner was entered 
in the pages of “Prison Record No. 1 
Pacific County.” At times, prisoners were 
housed in private homes—perhaps that of 
the sheriff or his deputy. Later, when the 

 Territory, on the authority of M. S. 
Griswold, justice of the peace. The 
prison book tells us that Schuldrup was 
32 years old, six feet two inches tall; 
he had light hair, blue eyes, and a fair 

complexion; and his arrest involved an 
assault with a deadly weapon.

More details of Schuldrup’s unfortu-
nate circumstances emerge from Justice 
Griswold’s court ledger, a hardcover 
notebook with preprinted lines and 
page numbers, in which he entered case 
notes. According to the ledger, Markus 
Schuldrup had first appeared before the 
court on Sunday, April 11, charging one 
Don Ross with breach of the peace. He 
told the justice that Ross had threatened 
Schuldrup and his wife by shooting a 
gun, causing them to fear for their lives. 
Griswold immediately issued a warrant 
for Ross’s arrest and subpoenas for wit-
nesses William and Peter Johnson.

Exactly what the justice meant by 
“appeared before the court” is uncertain. 
Most likely, Griswold, who took his office 
and its attendant duties very seriously, was 
referring to himself in his capacity as jus-
tice of the peace. He may well have spent 
his Sunday afternoons at his office in the 
courthouse, and Schuldrup may have 
approached him there. Or perhaps Schul-
drup was upset enough that he marched 
right up Main Street to Griswold’s home 
and knocked on the door. It is possible 
that Griswold conducted his court busi-
ness then and there. 

county seat was moved to South Bend, 
the county sometimes rented that city’s 
jail to relieve the crowded conditions at 
the county lock-up. This was especially 
useful in separating prisoners who might 

have been in collusion or in separating 
women from men during the years when 
the single iron cell was still in use.

Although examination of the prison 
record book gives but a cursory view 
of life behind bars a century and more 
ago, it is a compelling window through 
which to view those on both sides of the 
law in Pacific County.

O   n Thursday, April 15,  
  1886, Norwegian native  
  Markus Schuldrup had 
the distinction of being the 

first person listed in the fancy new log-
book. He was booked into the Pacific 
County Jail at Oysterville, Washington 

Arrests mirrored the social anxieties of the times—problems with 
immigrants at the turn of century, alcohol-related misadventures 

during Prohibition, deserters and draft-evaders during the Great War

FACING PAGE: An imposing-looking 
volume, “Prison Record No. 1 Pacific 
County” contains a detailed listing of 
inmates in Oysterville’s Pacific County 
Jail from 1886 through 1919.

CENTERFOLD: Personal information 
for each prisoner is recorded on the 
left half of each double page in the 
jailhouse record. The right-hand pages 
enumerate the circumstances of  
each prisoner’s incarceration.

Sydney Stevens photo
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I      t is the justice of the  
  peace’s sworn duty, accord- 
  ing to Webster’s New World Law 
Dictionary, to “administer sum-

mary justice in minor cases, to commit for 
trial and to administer oaths, and perform 
marriages.” Early Washington citizens, 
suspicious of federal judges appointed 
and assigned to the territory from far-off 
Washington, DC, created the office of jus-
tice of the peace as a way of maintaining 
local control over the business of justice. 
Called the “fee justice system,” it was in 
place from territorial times until 1967, 
when it was replaced with a district court 
plan by order of the Pacific County Board 
of County Commissioners.

In any event, back in 1886 the next 
steps in the Schuldrup case were taken 
on weekdays, presumably during office 
hours at the courthouse on School Street. 
In his ledger, Justice Griswold noted each 
ensuing incident: “Return of the warrant 
was made April 12, 1886, and Defendant 
brought into court and court opened 
Marcus [sic] Schuldrup, Peter Johnson 
and Wm. Johnson were sworn and 
examined and evidence taken down.”

Meanwhile, Don Ross had not taken 
kindly to the accusations made against 

him. On April 14 he initiated a counter 
suit, telling the court, as duly noted in 
Griswold’s ledger, that Markus Schuldrup 
had “assaulted him with a deadly weapon, 
deprived him of his liberty, etc. Warrant 
was issued same date as the law denotes, 
also subpoena for Peter Johnson.”

Justice Griswold lost no time in sched-
uling trials for both Schuldrup and Ross. 
They proceeded in a timely manner, both 
on Thursday, April 15. About the Terri-
tory of Washington, Pacific County v. Don 
Ross, Justice Griswold wrote:

The court then proceeded to examine 
the witnesses and found that if positive 
threats had been made to which none but 
the complaining witness testified, they 
were entirely conditional and the judg-
ment of the court is that the evidence does 
not show any present disposition to put 
any threats whatever into execution. . . . 
It is therefore ordered and adjudged by 
the court that the defendant be discharged 
and the case dismissed. . . .

M. S. Griswold, “A Man of Parts”
Miles Standish Griswold arrived in Oysterville in the 1850s, shortly after its found-
ing. He was a Harvard graduate who had turned down a professorship there in favor 
of going to sea. Landing in San Francisco, Griswold took a job as cook aboard an oys-
ter schooner headed for Shoalwater Bay. In the 1860 census he was 33 years old and 
listed himself as a “farmer.” By the 1870 census he called himself an “oysterman.” 

He was called several other things by the local populace. During his tenure 
as the first county school superintendent in 1875 and 1876, the 
students of the district nicknamed him “Old Baldy.” The adults 
of the community, however, referred to him (probably behind 
his back) as “The Wrath of God” and spoke of his wife, Jenny, 
as “The Love of God,” hers being a gentler disposition.

Griswold’s nickname may have come from the rigorous 
standards he set for teachers, including not only their teach-
ing methods but also “their ability to discipline, neatness of 
the schoolroom, and assessment of the teachers’ appearance, 
habits and manners.”

Like many other Pacific County pioneers, M. S. Griswold 
was talented in a number of areas and, despite his 
reputation for sternness, was considered by his 
Oysterville neighbors to be “a man of parts.” He 
had served as a representative in the First Ter-
ritorial Legislature and was the fifth Oysterville 
resident to be elected justice of the peace. Perhaps 
voters felt that such service would allow him an official 
forum for his assertive tendencies.

Pacific County, with its 576 
miles of ocean, bay, and river 
shorelines, was often called 
“the jumping-off place” by 
early settlers.
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At this point things began going 
badly for Mr. Schuldrup.

And it is further ordered and adjudged 
by the court that the charge is unfounded 
and that Markus Schuldrup the com-
plaining witness pay the costs in the 
case as the statute directs amounting 
to forty-one and 50/100 dollars, as 
ascertained and adjudicated. . . . Dated 
April 15, 1886.

Legal costs in the case included the 
justice’s expenditure of $4.50, plus $12 
for the legal papers, $14.60 for the sher-
iff, and $10.40 for the two witnesses. 

Justice Griswold then proceeded 
immediately to consideration of the 
matter of Territory of Washington, Plain-
tiff v. Marcus [sic] Schuldrup, Defendant:

April 15th at five o’clock Sheriff brought 
defendant into court and the case was 
opened. . . . Upon due consideration of 
the evidence it is found by the court that 
it is sufficient upon which to hold the De-
fendant to appear at the District Court 
for trial and it is therefore ordered and 
adjudged by the Court that Defendant 
enter into a bond with sureties to the 
amount of $150.00 for his appearance 
at the District Court for trial. . . .

The Defendant could not procure 
bail and was committed to Jail as the 
law directs.

G    riswold carefully enumer- 
  ated the costs for this trial,   
 as well, which were added to 
Schuldrup’s ever-growing obli-

gation to Pacific County, Washington 
Territory. These costs amounted to 
$15.80. The defendant was then locked 
up in the county jail while awaiting trial 
at the district court.

However, that was not the last of Jus-
tice Griswold’s dealings with Schuldrup. 
Four days later, on Monday, April 19, 
Griswold noted in his journal: 

Whereas it is reported to the Court that 
the defendant is suffering in his health 
by confinement in the Jail, and that his 
mind and reason are liable to be affected 
by such confinement, and;

Early Washington citizens, suspicious of federal judges appointed from 
far-off Washington, DC, created the office of justice of the peace as a 

way of maintaining local control over the business of justice.

Auditor Phil D. Barney and 
clerk Pearl Brand at work 
in the Pacific County 
Courthouse in Oysterville, 
c. 1890. Large volumes, 
similar to “Prison Record 
No. 1 Pacific County,” fill 
the case behind her.
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Whereas the Court believes that his 
wife’s care and management are neces-
sary factors in the man’s physical and 
mental-wellbeing [sic];

Whereas his wife, Christine, has and 
does promise for his good behavior and 
appearance at court;

Wherefore it is ordered and ad-
judged by the court that the defendant 
be released on his own and his wife’s 
recognizance for good behavior and for 
his appearance at court.

This Bond is filed and approved and 
Defendant released from custody.

M. S. Griswold, Justice of the Peace

It is further believed by the court from 
personal examination that the facts in 
the case fully justify this action, and 

that it is one of those cases that call for 
exercise of that discretion with which 
the law clothes courts in the interest of 
humane and public justice.—M.S.G.

Schuldrup’s name does not appear 
again in Justice Griswold’s carefully 
written notes, but he does show up 
once more in the prison record. Seem-
ingly, Griswold’s trust in Schuldrup 
and his wife was not warranted. On 
Wednesday, September 1, he was 
locked up once again, according to 
the jail book, for “default of bail and 
default of payment of fine.” This 
time he was sentenced to 50 days and 
until payment of all monies owed the 
county. On Tuesday, October 19, one 
day short of the maximum required 
confinement, he was “discharged by 



In the early 1900s, Mary Fraser, wife of a British
diplomat, wrote a captivating account of her time
living in the Methow Valley, on the eastern slope of
the North Cascades. This new Shafer Museum edition, the North Cascades. This new Shafer Museum edition, 
edited by Peter Donahue and Sheela McLean, includes 
archival photographs and extensive footnotes on the 
people, places and events depicted.

“. . . a singular account of the Methow Valley . . . Fraser 
found humor in a wild, tough land, and lived well be-
cause of it." - Jack Nisbet

Available from
www.shafermuseum.com
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order of District Court on payment of 
remainder of fine.”

P       erhaps his experience with  
    justice in Pacific County  
   served as a deterrent to fur-
ther crimes. On the other hand, 

Schuldrup’s name does not appear on any 
other Pacific County records—not in the 
cemetery records, nor the 1887 Territorial 
Census, nor the US Census of 1880. It is 
possible that he and Christine were just 
“traveling through,” as they used to say. 
Or perhaps they found life in Oysterville 
less congenial than they had hoped.

Not too many years later, Gris-
wold’s name also disappeared from local 
records. The last mention of Justice 
Griswold was in 1895. Fifteen-year-old 
Reeve Griswold had been buried in 
January of that year in the Oysterville 
Cemetery, and on April 13, 1895, it was 
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“HANG THEM ALL” 
George Wright and the Plateau Indian War, 1858 
By Donald L. Cutler 
$29.95 HARDCOVER • 392 PAGES • 42 B&W ILLUS.

Col. George Wright’s campaign against the Indian peoples of eastern Washington 
Territory was intended to punish them for a recent attack on another U.S. Army 
force. Wright had once appeared to respect the Indians of the Upper Columbia 
Plateau, but in 1858 he led a brief war noted for its violence, bloodshed, and 
summary trials and executions. “Hang Them All” offers a comprehensive account 
of Wright’s campaigns and explores the controversy surrounding his legacy.

noted in the handwritten records of the 
Oysterville Baptist Church: “During his 
talk, Brother M. S. Griswold referred 
very pathetically to his son Reeve, our 
deceased brother of the church.” Beyond 
that there is no information concerning 
M. S. Griswold.

More may be known, however, about 
Schuldrup’s nemesis, Don Ross. In an 
1876 reminiscence called New Year’s 
Day in Old Oysterville, Isaac H. Wheal-
don of Ilwaco wrote:

Don Ross at one time drew a very good 
likeness of I. A. Clark with the old 
Methodist Church its pastor and a small 
congregation riding on Mr. Clark’s back 
and this was certainly true, for “Nosey” 
as we used to call him did literally carry 
the old M. E. [Methodist Episcopal] 
Church through all the days of its in-
fancy in Pacific County.

So, perhaps Ross was an artist, and per-
haps he lived in Oysterville in the early 
days. A Don H. Ross, (1819–1900) is bur-
ied in the Ilwaco Cemetery. His age seems 
to fit. Are these Don Rosses one and the 
same? The pages of the prison record for 
the years 1886 to 1919, provide a good 
deal of insight into law and order in the 
early days of Pacific County, but like many 
historical records, there seem to be more 
questions raised than answered.

Author and historian Sydney Stevens has a 
lifelong interest in the southwestern Wash-
ington region. Her most recent work, Jail-
house Stories from Early Pacific County (2016), 
took shape around the information set down 
in “Prison Record No. 1 Pacific County.”

On this composite map of historic 
Oysterville, the courthouse is No. 14 and 
Justice Griswold’s house is No. 51.

Espy fam
ily collection
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the MeMoirs of Mary Bard

By Peter Donahue

Following the general pattern 
among first-born siblings, Mary 
Bard appears to have been a re-

sponsible, organized, task-oriented in-
dividual. At least, that is how Betty 
MacDonald, her famous younger sister, 
depicts her in Anybody Can Do Anything 
(1950), her memoir of Depression-era 
Seattle. Bard, however, was not as 
foible-free as her sister believed. In her 
own three memoirs—The Doctor Wears 
Three Faces (1949), Forty Odd (1952), 
and Just Be Yourself (1956)—we see 
Bard, with patience and good humor, 
fumbling through marriage, middle-age, 
and motherhood as best she can. 

Mary Bard (1904–1970) was the oldest 
of five children born to Darcie and Sydney 
Bard. The family lived in Colorado, Mex-
ico, Idaho, Montana, and, finally, Seattle’s 
Laurelhurst neighborhood as Darcie, the 
father, pursued his career as a mining en-
gineer. When he died suddenly in 1919, 
Sydney was left to care for the children 
on her own. A 1949 profile of her in the 
Seattle Times notes how, 
through every change 
of fortune, she “faced 
life with the unbroken 
serenity and fortitude of 
a Buddhist priest.” 

In 1926 Sydney 
moved her brood to 
a dairy farm in the 
Chimacum Valley on 
the Olympic Peninsula 
where, coincidentally, 
Betty MacDonald and 
her first husband later 
attempted to run the 
chicken farm made famous in The Egg 
and I (1945). While living on the Olym-
pic Peninsula, Mary helped support the 
family by giving dance lessons in Port 

Townsend. She had learned to dance 
in Seattle from Mary Ann Wells, who 
founded the ballet department at the 
Cornish College of the Arts. The dairy 
farm eventually failed, forcing the family 
back to Seattle, where Mary began work-
ing at an advertising agency.

This is where Bard picks up her story 
in The Doctor Has Three Faces. Suffer-
ing from the flu, she reluctantly visits 
the doctor’s office, where she meets a 
handsome young physician. “The next 
morning I put the research department 
of the advertising agency to work finding 
out about Jim,” she says, and discovering 
he’s unmarried, invites him to dinner. 
In quick succession, they marry, honey-
moon on Vancouver Island, and move 
into a house near the hospital on Seattle’s 
“Pill Hill” where Jim works. From there, 
Bard must adjust to living with a husband 
who is forever on call and forever spout-
ing medical jargon.

Each chapter, in fact, opens with an 
epigraph from the Cecil Textbook of Medi-

cine to signal its focus—
from obstetrics (hav-
ing their first child) to 
actinic dermatitis (the 
same child getting too 
much sun). Throughout 
the book, Bard tolerates 
her husband’s quirky 
patients and bonds with 
a group of doctors’ wives 
who call themselves the 
Neglected Ones. These 
friends gather regularly 
to raise funds for Chil-
dren’s Hospital and sup-

port one another, as when one of them is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer.

In Forty Odd, Bard faces perimeno-
pause, which she discreetly refers to as 

“C. of L.” (Change of Life). To combat 
becoming one of the “Four F’s”—“fat, 
frustrated, foolish, or forlorn”—she 
launches various self-improvement proj-
ects, from Finnish spa treatments to a 
Great Book club to out-
door adventuring. One 
of the most poignant 
passages occurs, how-
ever, when a friend is 
hospitalized for alcohol-
ism and Bard and her 
social group realize how 
much their drinking 
has increased as they 
have settled into mid-
dle age. At last she turns 
to spawning salmon for 
an analogy (and warn-
ing) about her midlife 
crisis: “Perhaps Change 
of Life was Nature’s way 
of saying, ‘This is your 
last chance—either 
brace up and produce 
a valid reason for your 
existence—or melt into 
neurotic oblivion. As far 
as I’m concerned you’ve 
spawned and you might 
just as well die.’” So she 
bucks up and moves for-
ward with her life.

Having survived 
turning 40, Bard turns 
her attention to par-
enting in Just Be Your-
self—which, in this case, means leading 
a Brownie troop for her three daughters. 
She obtains the official den mother’s 
guidebook and does her darnedest to 
abide by it. She puts up with 10-year-old 
Phyllis, her daughter’s officious friend, 
whose pronouncements on what “My-

?

Mary Bard, c. 1956.

mother” or “Myfather” would do drive 
her crazy. She also accepts the help of 
capable Mrs. Blake and even recruits 
hubby Jim to lend a hand. By the end, 
in addition to selling plenty of cookies, 
she successfully graduates the older “Ten-
derfeet” girls to full-fledged Girl Scouts.

Mary Bard’s memoirs, in the 
words of a Seattle Times re-
viewer, are “amusing and un-

assuming.” They’re also rather odd. Bard 
recounts experiences that occurred in 
the mid-1930s to mid-1940s, yet they 
seem to occur out of time, apart from 
history. The author makes no mention, 
for instance, of the Great Depression or 
World War II. Similarly, the memoirs 
tend to be place-less, containing only a 
few passing descriptions of Seattle and 
the Puget Sound area. In effect, Bard 
creates the kind of insular domestic 
idyll that Betty Friedan, in The Feminine 
Mystique (1963), would soon expose as 
ultimately oppressive to women. The 
books today cannot be read without this 
critical perspective.

Nonetheless, in her own day, Mary 
Bard enjoyed a fair measure of success. 
She had the support of her sister Betty, 
who dedicated The Egg and I to her: “To 
my sister Mary who has always believed 
that I can do anything she puts her 
mind to.” In return, Bard dedicated The 
Doctor Wears Three Faces to Betty: “To 
my sister Betty, who egged me on.” In 
the match-up of wits, though, Betty’s 
was far more biting. Then, in 1950, The 
Doctor Wears Three Faces was made into 
a movie called Mother Didn’t Tell Me, 
starring Dorothy McGuire and William 
Lundigan. In addition, Bard published 
a series of popular children’s books 
featuring the adventures of stepsisters 
Suzie and Co Co: Best Friends (1955), 
Best Friends in Summer (1960), and Best 
Friends in School (1961). Until her death 
in 1970, she lived with her husband on 
Vashon Island. A

Peter Donahue is coeditor of Seven Years on the 
Pacific Slope, about the Methow Valley from 1905 
to 1912, published by the Shafer Museum.
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Correction
In the Spring 2015 issue, in the article 

about Zoe Kincaid, Mattie Hansee’s middle 
initial was given as S. Her middle initial was 
L—her full name was Martha Lois Hansee. 
Also, in the photo on page 14 of the University 
of Washington baseball players visiting Japan, 
Hansee is the unidentified woman to the 
right of  Zoe Kincaid. She was the first dean 
of women at the University of Washington, 
serving in that capacity from 1900 to 1903. 
She taught in Japan from 1907 to 1919. 

—Gloria Thompson, Pinellas Park, Florida

Call for Nominations
The Historical Society invites nomi-

nations for its annual awards recognizing 
excellence in advancing the field of history 
in Washington. The honors to be presented 
include: the David Douglas Award, Robert 
Gray Medal, Governor’s Award for Excellence 
in Teaching History, and Peace and Friendship 
Award. Nominations are due June 2, 2017. 
For details about the awards and the nomina-
tion process, visit: www.washingtonhistory.
org/about/awards/ or contact Susan Rohrer 
(253-798-5203, srohrer@wshs.wa.gov)

www.washingtonhistory.org/about/awards
www.washingtonhistory.org/about/awards
mailto:srohrer@wshs.wa.gov
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Yellowstone Summers
Touring with the Wylie Camping Company 
in America’s First National Park
By Jane Galloway Demaray. Pullman: Washington 
State University Press, 2015; 217 pp., $24.95 paper.

Wild Place
A History of Priest Lake, Idaho
By Kris Runberg Smith with Tom Weitz. Pullman: 
Washington State University Press, 2015; 228 pp., 
$24.95 paper.

Reviewed by Dr. Robert E. Krause.

Both of these works—relatively new releases from the 
Washington State University Press—engage the late-
19th- and early-20th-century opening of raw and beauti-

ful places. The central interest of Yellowstone Summers is the 
formidable task undertaken by Will Wylie in the late 1890s: to 
develop a commercial venture offering visitors to Yellowstone 
Park camping and touring facilities complete with many com-
forts—a relatively novel experience for vacationing Americans 
at the turn of the 20th century. In Wild Place, Kris Runberg 
Smith and Tom Weitz describe the remote and rugged nature 
of northern Idaho’s Priest Lake, a still-wild place where parts of 
the lake remain accessible only by boat, foot, or mountain bike. 
Taken together, these works provide a heightened awareness of 
the dedication, sacrifice, and environmental determinism with 
which the protracted settlement and development of the Yel-
lowstone and Priest Lake regions was undertaken. 

William Wallace Wylie incorporated his Camping Com-
pany in 1896, two decades after the establishment of Yellow-
stone National Park. He originally found his way to southwest 
Montana and settled in Bozeman to serve as superintendent 
of Gallatin County Schools after growing up in Lyons, Iowa. 
Wylie discovered opportunities to encourage outdoor touring 
beyond “regional boundaries” and became a vital part of the 
national phenomenon of vacationing. 

From 1896 to 1905 the Wylie Camping Company housed, 
fed, and guided thousands of Victorian-era tourists during a 
six-and-a-half-day tour of the park’s natural wonders, including 
its numerous geysers, hot pools, and waterfalls. Wylie served as 
an instructor and school superintendent seven months of the 

year, and turned his attention to the Camping Company in late 
spring. For more than 20 years, Wylie steadily labored as his 
business grew from a small outfit offering a unique experience 
for hardy visitors to become a sophisticated and attuned com-
pany catering to hundreds of tourists every summer. Along the 
way, Wylie’s Camping Company essentially invented a unique 
business model that endured within Yellowstone National Park 
until the 1940s, when the use of hotels became the preferred 
mode of accommodation for visitors. 

Demaray’s book makes clear that Wylie was many things: 
an author and educator, a lover of wilderness and the West, 
and a sort of second-generation pioneer of one of America’s 
most complex and important landscapes. The guidebook Wylie 
wrote detailing the park, plus his ability to harness both the 
Department of the Interior and the wilderness of Yellowstone, 
helped the park evolve into the fully accessible yet stunningly 
natural entity it is today. 

Priest Lake remains a wild place today in many ways. As Smith 
and Weitz describe, the lake was once a favored Native American 
settlement, with brutal winters discouraging all but the hardiest 
Euro-Americans from permanently settling in the area until the 
1890s, at which time homesteaders, prospectors, and specula-
tors—followed by loggers—all tried to tame the natural resources 
and wilderness of the Priest Lake area, with varying results. 

Industrial capitalists of the era found the extensive amounts 
of ore and timber in the region too expensive to extract, a 
circumstance that allowed the idyllic beauty of the lake to be 
preserved. Concurrently, the conservation movement and its 
leaders, such as Gifford Pinchot, argued for the permanent pro-
tection of such beautiful and wild places, and in 1897 President 
Grover Cleveland enacted the Priest River Forest Reserve. This 
measure served to expand federal influence within the region 
while also increasing tension between public and private lands. 

As Smith ably points out, the effect of logging in the 1910s 
had a tremendous impact on Priest Lake. The clear-cutting of 
the lake’s impressive white pine forests and the expansion of 
summer recreation went on unabated until a series of devastat-
ing wildfires tore through the region in the mid 1920s. 

This calamity initiated an intense shift in the management 
of the natural and economic resources of Priest Lake. Work 
under New Deal-era programs like the Civilian Conservation 
Corps focused on fire suppression and conservation efforts 
that led to a rebirth of the lake’s recreational facilities and 
expanded growth of a permanent population after electricity 
was made available to residents in the 1940s. Post-World War 

Address all review copies and related communications to: 
Robert C. Carriker, Columbia Reviews Editor, 

3604 Northwest Boulevard, Spokane, WA 99205.

II growth in the area led to improvement of roads and public 
infrastructure, as well as construction of schools and medical 
facilities. Readers might get the sense from Smith and Weitz’s 
writing that Priest Lake was and remains a colorful place that 
was hard fought and won by the battles of history. 

In addition to being entertaining and engaging reads, these 
works are thoroughly researched, ably written, and accessible to 
a range of audiences. Historians and students will find both to 
be useful as treatments of the social and environmental history 
of the Mountain West. Although Demaray is a descendent of 
Wylie’s, she does an admirable job of separating kinship and 
anecdotal history from the sources she has compiled. Likewise, 
Smith and Weitz balance local stories with documented and 
archival source material. Maps detailing the historical develop-
ment of Priest Lake through time prove especially helpful for 
the non-regional reader. 

Robert E. Krause is, since 2013, the Historic Preservation Planner for the 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland. His doctorate is from the University of Mississippi, and he 
has working experience in Virginia and Florida. 

Enduring Conviction
Fred Korematsu and His Quest for Justice 
By Lorraine K. Bannai. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 2015; 312 pp., $34.95.

Reviewed by W. Clinton “Buck” Sterling.

The attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, 
brought our nation to war with Japan and struck fear 
into the American public and government, a fear that 

looked for enemies and sought to neutralize them. As a con-
sequence, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, 
setting in motion the eventual evacuation of 110,000 Japanese 
Americans into concentration camps, based not on particular-
ized evaluations of guilt but on racial association.

Fred Korematsu was a young Japanese American who, 
against great pressure, chose liberty—freedom to be with the 
one he loved, exercising the rights of citizenship that all took 
for granted. After failing to report to an assembly center, he 
was arrested, starting a 40-year legal odyssey that exposed racial 
prejudice, stigma, and official mendacity, but also eventually 
led to justice and catharsis. This book documents Korematsu’s 
emblematic story, personal and legal.

Korematsu’s arrest did not go unnoticed. A representa-
tive of the local American Civil Liberties Union saw an 
opportunity to test the constitutionality of the evacuation 
orders. On the other hand, the Japanese American Citizens 
League, eager to present Nikkei (those of Japanese descent) 
as cooperative patriots, did not support Korematsu. Neither 
did his fellow internees. In addition, the military justified its 
approach by saying that sorting the disloyal Nikkei from the 

loyal could not be done quickly enough to prevent spying 
and sabotage. The competing interests eventually met in the 
Supreme Court. In Korematsu v. United States, the Supreme 
Court sided with the government, arguing that there was no 
basis, on the record, for questioning the military’s judgment. 
The decision has been controversial.

After the war Korematsu continued with his life, marrying 
and raising a family. Although he still felt he was the victim of 
an injustice, he tried to put the issue behind him. Eventually, 
a new generation sought redress for the internment, proceed-
ing legislatively and judicially. The legal endgame started 
in 1982 when documents were uncovered that proved the 
federal government had suppressed, altered, and destroyed 
evidence when the Supreme Court heard Korematsu’s case 
in 1944. It was also proved that the real reason behind the 
internment was not practicality but racism. Moreover, the 
court had relied on the judgment of the army but had not 
been told that the two agencies officially designated by the 
president to judge security needs, the FBI and the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, had specifically disagreed on the record 
with the army’s assessment.

Based on the new evidence, Korematsu’s case was reopened 
and his conviction vacated by a federal court in 1983. It was 
a major victory that helped him reconcile with his people—
American citizens. He spent the rest of his life trying to 
educate them about the need for constant vigilance regard-
ing civil liberties. Alas, the Korematsu decision has not been 
overturned. In his dissent, Associate Justice Robert Jackson 
issued the following warning:

[O]nce a judicial opinion rationalizes such an order to show 
that it conforms to the Constitution . . . the Court for all time 
has validated the principle of racial discrimination in criminal 
procedure. . . . The principle then lies about like a loaded weapon 
ready for the hand of any authority that can bring forward a 
plausible claim of an urgent need. . . . A military commander 
may overstep the bounds of constitutionality, and it is an 
incident. But if we review and approve, that passing incident 
becomes the doctrine of the Constitution.

We should not understand Korematsu’s nor Jackson’s con-
cerns to be merely academic. This book will help the reader 
come to grips with the realities of racism.

W. Clinton “Buck” Sterling is the public services librarian at the Alaska State 
Court Law Library in Anchorage. He earned a juris doctor degree from The 
American University Washington College of Law and his Master of Library 
Science degree from the University of Pittsburgh.
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&
Unusual Punishment
Inside the Walla Walla Prison, 1970–1985
Christopher Murray

Unusual Punishment details one of the most bizarre 
chapters in American prison history. This is the 
explosive story of failed reform at a legendary 
 Washington State penitentiary, and the agonizing, 
complex return from chaos.

“A terrific, if unsettling, even chilling, read.”—James B. 
 Jacobs, Warren E. Burger Professor of Law at NYU and 
author of Stateville: The Penitentiary in Mass Society
Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-339-2 • $22.95

The Fur Trade Gamble
North West Company on the Pacific Slope, 
1800–1820 
Lloyd Keith and John C. Jackson

In an era of grand risk, fur moguls vied to command 
Northwest and China markets, gambling lives and 
capital on the price of beaver pelts, purchases of ships 
and trade goods, international commerce laws, and 
the effects of war. The focus on economics provides a 
fresh and innovative perspective on this remarkable 
quarter-century.

Hardbound • ISBN 978-0-87422-336-1 • $42
Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-340-8 • $24.95

All for the Greed of Gold
Will Woodin’s Klondike Adventure
Edited by Catherine Holder Spude

Enhanced with family photographs and skillfully 
edited, this delightfully candid record describes the 
travails of taking an uncommon route to the Yukon 
and highlights the camaraderie and cooperation 
among working-class men.

Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-335-4 • $27.95

The Snake-River Palouse and the 
 Invasion of the Inland Northwest
Clifford E. Trafzer and Richard D. Scheuerman

Originally released in 1993 as Renegade Tribe, this 
award-winning title sensitively retells the compelling 
saga of western expansion and Indian-white conflict 
from a Native American perspective and offers a 
new foreword by Chief Tilcoax  descendent Wilson 
Wewah.

“Trafzer’s and Scheuerman’s book, in a solid and some-
times eloquent fashion, allows us to know this politically 
 vulnerable people.”—American Indian Quarterly
Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-337-8 • $24.95

Isaac I. Stevens [Revised Edition]
Young Man in a Hurry
Kent D. Richards

Reissued with a new preface, this definitive biography 
of Washington Territory’s controversial first gover-
nor remains an essential work about early history in 
 Washington, northern Idaho and western Montana.

Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-338-5 • $29.95

Wild Place
A History of Priest Lake, Idaho
Kris Runberg Smith with Tom Weitz

Wild Place focuses on little-known yet captivating 
stories of the colorful characters who navigated 
Priest Lake’s demanding physical, political, and 
economic challenges.

Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-329-3 • $24.95

Wagons to the Willamette
Captain Levi Scott and the Southern Route to 
Oregon, 1844–1847
Levi Scott and James Layton Collins
Edited by Stafford J. Hazelett

Levi Scott’s previously unpublished autobiogra-
phy  describes Jesse Applegate’s 1846 Oregon Trail 
 expedition as well as Scott’s harrowing adventure 
accompanying the first wagon train to travel the 
Southern Route.

Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-333-0 • $29.95

Encounters with the People
Written and Oral Accounts of Nez Perce 
Life to 1858
Compiled and edited by Dennis Baird,  
Diane Mallickan, and William R. Swagerty

Organized chronologically and thematically, 
 Encounters with the People is an edited, annotated 
 compilation of unique primary sources related to 
Nez Perce history.  

Hardbound • ISBN 978-0-87422-330-9 • $50.00

Developing the Pacific Northwest
The Life and Work of Asahel Curtis
William H. Wilson 

The first full-length biography of Asahel Curtis 
reveals a commercial photographer whose true 
 passions were Mount Rainier and bringing economic 
development and tourism to Washington.

Paperback • ISBN 978-0-87422-331-6 • $29.95
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“Remember, remember always, that all of us, and you and I especially, are 
descended from immigrants and revolutionists.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt 

There’s no time like the present to share Washington history by giving a membership or 
subscription to a friend or loved one. Call 253-798-5894 or visit WashingtonHistory.org 
and click on SUPPORT.

HERITAGE CIRCLE 
DONORS (total gifts of 
$500 or more from August 
18, 2015, to August 18, 
2016, and planned gifts)

Extraordinary Giving
Anonymous
Carol Anderson
John & Karen Arbini
John & Sally Barline
Redmond J. Barnett & 

Suzanne Wilson Barnett
Laura Berry
The Honorable Robert J. Bryan
Jack Cameron
William & Sandra Cammarano
Donald & Gretchen Campbell
Dave Edwards & Pat Shuman
Chuck & Karla Fowler
Sandra & Joe Gordon
Harold Hartinger
Jennifer & Derek Kilmer
Larry & Judith Kopp
Lisa Lackermayer
David Lamb
Sharon Lofton
Jim & Carolyn Milgard
Tom Morris & JoAnn Record
David & Chris Nicandri
Krist & Darbury Novoselic
Dave & Misa Olsen
Stanley & Sharon Palmer
Dennis & Joan Peterson
Jay & Debra Platt
Vivian Roberts
Chris Rurik
Randolph & Barbara Schnabel
Laura Sevin
Bill Sleeth & Samantha Durst
Sheryl & Mark Stiefel
John & Sherry Stilin
Stowe Talbot
James & Sally Will

Chairman’s Club
Krist & Darbury Novoselic

Director’s Club
John & Sally Barline

Curator’s Club
Redmond J. Barnett & 

Suzanne Wilson Barnett
William & Sandra Cammarano
Samantha Durst & Bill Sleeth
Dave Edwards & Pat Shuman
Jim & Carolyn Milgard
Tom Morris & JoAnn Record
Dennis & Joan Peterson

Patron Level
Anonymous
David Ammons

The Honorable Robert J. Bryan
Harold Hartinger
Jennifer & Derek Kilmer
Lisa Lackermayer
David Lamb
David & Chris Nicandri
Dave & Misa Olsen
Stanley & Sharon Palmer
John & Sherry Stilin
James & Sally Will

SPECIAL GIVING 
(gifts of $100–$499 as 
of August 18, 2016)
Elizabeth Epley
Patricia & James Harnish
Mary Lou Jones
Margot LeRoy
Charles & Joan McLean
Gerald Monahan
Bill & Sue Rohrer

INSTITUTIONAL 
GIVING (as of 
August 18, 2016) 
BNSF Railway Foundation
Boeing Gift Matching
Seattle Foundation
Sellen Construction 

Company, Inc.
Washington State Combined 

Fund Drive

MEMBERS (as of 
August 18, 2016)

Business  Members 
($300 level) 
Janice Hendley Baker

Benefactor Members 
($250 level)

Rita Adsitt
Bill & Carol Baarsma
Michael & Kristine Bartanen
Eric & Marianne Bastin
Donald & Gretchen Campbell
Scott & Mary Chapman
Michael & Ivy Green
William & Noel Hagens
Frederick & Catherine Hayes
John & Patsy Hughes
Johnson-Cox Company
William & Errollynne Marsh
John & Guelda Messina
Mike Repass
Jane Shafer
Warren & Nancy Smith
Glenn Sutt
Dan Turnbull & Maggie Walters
Barbara Webster
George & Marie Weis
Gail Weyerhaeuser

Sustaining Members 
($150 level)

Richard & Constance Albrecht
David & Sally Alger
Capt. Thomas E. Allen, 

USN (Ret.)
Anthony Allison & Nancy 

Fisher-Allison
Victor & Janice Anderson
Kent & Karen Anderson
John & Karen Arbini
Laura Arksey
Stephen & Patricia Auyong
Goldie Balch
Putnam Barber & Valerie Lynch
Rev. Howard Baumgart
Lee Bennett
Carol Berg Kirstein & 

Stephanie Kirstein
Dr. Mark A. Berhow
Thomas Blanton
Orin & Holly Blomberg
Mary Boulanger
Kay Bowen
Mary Bowlby
Steven & Susan Boyer
Gregory & Cathy Brewis
Terry & Phyllis Buckridge
Tom & Carol Cabe
Peggy Clapp
Marie Claudio-Diaz 

& Jaime Diaz
Nicholas Clinch
Suzanne & Donald Cofer
Scott Copeland
Robert & Barbara Danielson
Peter & Ann Darling
Clare & Richard DeVine
Corinne Dixon
Patrick & Susan Dunn
F. Talmage & Molly Edman
Laurene Eldred
Scott & Julia Ernest
Norris & Alice Faringer
Jerry & Susan Ford
Chuck & Karla Fowler
Roger & Ethel Freeman
Harold & Jennifer Friedman
William Garvin
Joe & Carolyn Ghilarducci
Kit Gillem & Deborah Horrell
Sandra & Joe Gordon
Mr. Joel C. Gorick
Norm & Ann Gosch
Neal & Frances Grenley
Cynthia & David Hackett
H. DeForest Hardinge
Don & Anisa Harnden
Patricia & James Harnish
Michael Harrison
Edwin Hill & Marjie Bardan

Robert & Colleen Hitchcock
Jim & Jerri Honeyford
David & Linda Hudson
David Huelsbeck & 

Barbara Schmieden
Max & Jan Hunt
Hutton Settlement
Ralph & Marie Jackson
Jim & Lynda Juneman
Paul & Alice Kaltinick
Daniel Kerlee & Carol 

Wollenberg
Larry & Judith Kopp
Nancy Kuehnoel & 

Mark Proulx
Mark & Suzanne Lackermayer
Kembra Landry
John & Patricia Lantz
Nancy & Catherine LaPointe
Charles & Pauline LeWarne
Joseph & Patricia Lewis
Edward & Gay Liesse
Sharon Lofton
John Long
Roger & Rosalyn 

Lueck-Mammen
Kathy Manke
John Mason
Mason County Historic 

Preservation Commission
Mason County 

Historical Society
Pamela Mayer
Gary Meigs & Peggy O’Neill
Ted & Marjorie Meisberger
Marie & Kathleen Monahan
Danford & Frances Moore
Donald & Dorlene Mozel
Eugene & Martha Nester
Nick & Gloria Nickolas
Fred & Hilva Novota
Dr. Allison Odenthal
David Owens
Margaret Padelford
Judson Parsons & 

Diana Gardener
Jan & Carole Pauw
PCS Structural Solutions
Pete Philley & Monica Butler
Shirley Phinney
Doris & John Pieroth
Roslynne & David Reed
Stephen & Gloria Ricketts
Helen Roberts
John Rosenberg
Beverly Rush
Douglas & Lillian Ryan
Richard & Lois Scheuerman
Kathy Seel & Fred 

Gardner
Mary Selecky

James & Barbara Sells
Scott Shapiro & Jena Thornton
M. Darrel & Barbara Sharrard
Robert & Ruth Shedd
Michael & Kay Sibley
Carolyn Simonson
Erik & Lori Sirs
George & Lila Sjodin
Robert & Helen Skidmore
Samuel & Patricia Smith
Stephen & Ginny Smith
Debra & Craig Stephens
Sheryl & Mark Stiefel
Robert & Barbara Strom
David & Susan Suess
Virginia Thorson
Jeff & Sheri Tonn
Kris & Norma Townsend
Molly Tuohy
Daniel & Wendy Turner
Elizabeth Verhey
Elizabeth Warren
David & Wendy Welch
Roger Wendlick
William Wheeler
Frances Williamson
Michael Winans
John & Judy Woodworth
Stephen & Sherri Woolworth
Bernice Youtz

AFFILIATES
Affiliate Plus
Harbor History Museum
Kittitas County Historical 

Museum
Pacific County Historical Society
Points Northeast 

Historical Society

Afilliate
Anacortes Museum
Appelo Achives Center
Des Moines Historical Society
Fort Nisqually Living 

History Museum
Historic Fort Steilacoom
Kitsap County Historical 

Society Museum
Lakewood Historical Society
League of Snohomish County 

Heritage Organizations
Okanogan County 

Historical Society
Olympia Historical Society & 

Bigelow House Museum
Quilcene Historical Museum
Redmond Historical Society
Yakima Valley Museum

WashingtonHistory.org
wsupress.wsu.edu
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