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Printmaking shop appears at Washington State History Museum   

 
Tacoma, WA ─ Have you ever seen a 

hand-operated printing press in action? You 

can do just that at the Washington State 

History Museum’s Write253 Pop Up Print 

Shop on select dates through April, 2020. 

You’ll even get a chance to operate a small 

press in the shop and make a print to take 

home. 

Write253 is a nonprofit literacy arts 

organization that provides youth with 

meaningful and transformative writing 

opportunities that create community in 

greater Tacoma. They offer poetry festivals, book clubs, tutoring, writing workshops for college 

applications, and more. The organization will collaborate with local writers and print artists at the 

History Museum, and will make and sell limited edition prints with proceeds supporting Write253 

programs. 

Michael Haeflinger, Write253’s executive director, said “Write253 is very excited to add 

printmaking to our roster of programs. We think that this art form is an invaluable tool for young 

people to express themselves and to learn new skills. We are grateful to the History Museum for 

partnering in this endeavor, and look forward to engaging with the community.” 

Printmakers will be on hand in the Write253 Pop Up Print Shop to facilitate visitors with 

operating a press to make a free print of their own. The artwork will be set up ahead of time, and 

different themes will be featured on different pop up dates. Connecting with the current 

exhibition A New Moon Rises, on October 10, 12, and 17 the pop up shop will feature limited 

edition moon prints for sale, and a moon-related print on the Kelsey printing press for public to 

engage with. In association with the exhibition Little Black Dress: A Fashion Evolution, the 

October 18 limited edition print will be a special Little Black Dress designed by Taylor Cox. The 

take-home free print will also be fashion-related. On November 10, Write253 will collaborate 

with Tacoma Poet Laureate Abby E. Murray for a unique Veterans Day print.  
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“We are thrilled to partner with Write253 on this project. It offers museum visitors a chance to 

connect with historical content through a hands-on activity,” said the History Museum’s lead 

programs manager, adding, “And let’s be honest, printmaking is also just really fun!”  

Visit the Write253 Pop Up Print Shop at the History Museum between now and the end of April, 

2020. Details at WashingtonHistory.org/Write253. 

Write253 Pop Up Print Shop schedule through 2019: 

 October 10, 7:00-10:00 PM 

o Open during Washington In Spaaace! (an ages 21+ ticketed event) 

 October 12, 1:00-3:00 PM 

o Open during Family Saturday hours (included with admission, FREE for WSHS 

members) 

 October 17, 3:00-8:00 PM 

o Open during FREE Third Thursday hours 

 October 18, 5:30-8:30 PM 

o Open during the Little Black Dress Fashion Show (a ticketed after-hours event, 

FREE for members) 

 November 9, 1:00-3:00 PM 

o Open during Family Saturday hours (included with admission or FREE for 

members) 

 November 10, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM, Veterans Day observance 

o Write 253 and Tacoma Poet Laureate Abby E. Murray will collaborate to make a 

special print for Veterans Day. (included with admission; FREE for veterans with 

ID and up to five family members) 

 November 21, 3:00-8:00 PM  

o Open during FREE Third Thursday hours 

 December 5, 7:00-10:00 PM 

o Open during Bootleggers' Ball (an ages 21+ ticketed event) 

 December 14, 1:00-3:00 PM 

o Open during Family Saturday hours (included with admission or FREE for 

members) 

 December 19, 3:00-8:00 PM 

o Open during FREE Third Thursday hours 

 December 21, 5:00-7:30 PM 

o Open during Model Train Festival Members Appreciation Night (for WSHS 

members only). 

 January through April dates will be scheduled soon. 
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The Washington State Historical Society partners with our communities to explore how history connects us all. 
Washington State Historical Society’s most visible activity, the Washington State History Museum (WSHM) is located 
in Tacoma's downtown core along Pacific Avenue among a thriving cultural scene. The museum features permanent 
exhibitions, unique rotating exhibitions highlighting the Society’s collections, and dynamic traveling exhibitions.  
 
Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 
Hours: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Tuesday through Sunday. On the Third Thursday of each month, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM.  
Admission: Free for members; Adults $14; seniors (age 65+), students (age 6-17), retired and active duty and 

military (with ID) $11; free for children 5 and under; family rate $40 (up to two adults and four children under age 18). 
Patrons with a Washington Quest card or Washington Foster Care license can attend for $1 per person or $2 per 
family. Admission is free for everyone from 3:00 – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of each month. 

 

About Write 253  
 
Write253 is a literacy arts organization that seeks to encourage young people in Tacoma and Pierce County to 
express themselves through writing, performance, and publication. We believe in the inherent talents of all young 
people to write their own stories, to discover their own inner artist, and to speak for themselves. 
 
Address: 4839 N 8th St, Tacoma, WA 98406 
Contact: Michael Haeflinger, Executive Director, 253-345-1959, michael@write253.com 

Online: www.write253.com, www.facebook.com/write253, www.twitter.com/write253 
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