
MAKE/DO  
PREVIEW PARTY
THURSDAY, JULY 12, 2018, 

6:30-8:30 PM

Be among the first to see our 
fascinating new exhibit and hear lively 
gallery talks with special guest artists 
and makers! 

Includes light hors d’oeuvres and 
no-host bar. No registration required.

Free for WSHS members; non-member 
admission $15. Not a member yet? Find 
out more at WashingtonHistory.org/
support

 Washington State History Museum  
1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 
Questions? Call 1-888-BE-THERE  
or visit WashingtonHistory.org

Explore It!

Make/Do: A History of Creative Reuse, July 14–December 6, 2018
This fascinating new exhibition focuses 

on this cyclical nature of our relationship 
with objects. Washington’s response to 
this relationship has been driven by several 
factors and influences—culture, geography, 
and industry, among others. These influences 
have given Washington makers and their 
objects a distinct character.

Among the themes presented in 
this exhibit will be the idea of building 
community through reuse and building 
reuse through community. In the past, 
community was built through crafting 
as people gathered for quilting circles 
or knit-ins. During hard times and war, 
Washingtonians united to remake old items 
into new, whether it be to support troops 
overseas or to use in everyday life. This trend 
is continuing today in creative reuse centers 
and living rooms across the state.

Make/Do will include a material/
historical survey of “second life” objects, 
architectural reuse and salvage, cultural 
examples of creative reuse, and contem-

porary examples of functional and 
non-functional objects. 

Washington’s innovators will inspire you 
as you wind your way through objects made 
from reused plastics, metal, wood, paper, 
glass, shell, horn, and other natural and 
man-made materials. Examples of interesting 
objects on view include a crazy quilt made 
from the scraps of an opera singer’s dresses, 
a drinking glass fashioned from an animal’s 
horn, a seashell-turned-pipe, a bright dress 
fashioned from caution tape gathered along 
roadsides, construction blocks created by 
upcycling drywall waste, colorful walls of 
fused waste paper, artful metal sculptures 
crafted from scrap, and so much more. 

These artifacts from multiple artists, 
individuals and institutions show that some 
trends are timeless. You’ll have a chance 
to get creative as well in the makerspace 
sponsored by Earthwise Architectural Salvage. 

Don’t wait to see this enlightening 
exhibition – join us on July 12 for the 
Preview Party!

Image credits left to right: Construction block made from upcycled drywall waste, 3×6×12 inches, created by 
Washington State University School of Design and Construction, Photo courtesy David Drake. Hand-made crazy 
quilt, circa 1930s, ribbons dating from 1894-1930, 14×60 inches. This side consists of W.R.C.”Woman’s Relief Corps”, 
ribbons used at Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition, small U.S. flags, and other pieces of ribbons, stitched together. 
Collection of Washington State Historical Society, 1995.38.1. Nancy Judd, Caution Tape Dress, 2011, caution tape 
recovered from the side of the road, sewn onto a vintage sundress, image courtesy of the artist. 
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JULY
IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary 
Native Arts Awards Ceremony
JULY 1, 3:00 PM
Included with museum admission

Now in its 13th year, the IN THE SPIRIT 
Contemporary Native Arts exhibition 
has become a beloved highlight of the 
summer season. Join us in celebrating 
this year’s artists and award winners at 
this afternoon ceremony.

Make/Do Preview Party
THURSDAY, JULY 12, 6:30–8:30 PM
Free for WSHS members,  
non-members $15.00 

Be among the first to see the History 
Museum’s newest exhibition featuring 
upcycled artwork and artifacts from 
throughout Washington’s history. 
Hear gallery talks every half hour and 
meet featured artists and innovative 
makers! Enjoy refreshments and light 
hors d’oeuvres, and sip drinks from 
the no-host bar. Try your own hand at 
repurposing in our makerspace, hosted by 
Earthwise Architectural Salvage. 

IN THE SPIRIT  
Artist Gallery Talk
THIRD THURSDAY, JULY 19,  
5:30–6:30 PM

The museum offers free Third Thursday 
admission 3:00-8:00 PM generously 
supported by Columbia Bank

This special gallery talk is an opportunity 
for visitors to hear directly from some of 
the artists featured in the exhibition. See 
their contemporary works up close while 
they describe their inspiration and share 
about their creative processes, influences, 
and practice. The 2018 IN THE SPIRIT 
Contemporary Native Arts exhibition 
features 29 works by 21 artists.

AUGUST
IN THE SPIRIT Northwest 
Native Arts Festival
AUGUST 11, 12:00–7:00 PM 

Washington State History Museum and 
Tacoma Art Museum. Free and open to 
the public

The FREE family festival and arts 
market is a community favorite! Enjoy 
song, dance, music, food, and a runway 
fashion show featuring Native designers. 
A highlight of this year’s festival is 
a performance by the band Khu.éex’ 
(pronounced koo-eex), co-founded by 
artist and musician Preston Singletary. 
The band shares culture, stories, 
and music through contemporary 
interpretations focused on empowering 
others. The Seattle Times (Paul de Barros) 
described Khu.éex’ as “…mixing Native 
American song and spoken word with 
atmospheric, visionary jazz improvisation 
in a way that recalls the ecstatic ’70s 
jazz-funk work of groups like Weather 
Report or Carlos Santana.” Jointly hosted 
by WSHS and TAM. Admission to both 
museums and the festival is FREE. See 
InTheSpiritArts.org for a schedule  
of events. 

Third Annual Kids’ Maker Market
THIRD THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 
4:00–7:00 PM

The museum offers free Third Thursday 
admission 3:00-8:00 PM generously 
supported by Columbia Bank

Visit the History Museum on this 
special Third Thursday featuring 
young makers at their very own Kids’ 
Maker Market. Enjoy snacks while 

you peruse the art and items for sale, 
handcrafted by the next generation 
of creative entrepreneurs. Know a 
kid between the ages of 4 and 18 
that would like to show and sell their 
work? Booths are available for just 
$10 each. Email Allison Stewart Bishins 
of Handmade PNW, handmadepnw@
gmail.com or apply at http://goo.gl/
forms/2jdUMf9iAVIqAABl1. Visitors 
who want to make something of their 
own can get hands-on at a craft table 
facilitated by Tinkertopia.

SEPTEMBER
Cold Frame Seed Box Making 
Workshop
SEPTEMBER 20, 6:00–8:00 PM
Cost: $15

Join us at the History Museum 
with special guests from Earthwise 
Architectural Salvage for a cold frame 
seed box making workshop. Fashion 
your box out of a vintage window for 
a beautiful and functional addition to 
your garden. Be sure to register early to 
ensure your spot! Email molly.wilmoth@
wshs.wa.gov for information.

2018 Historical Society  
Awards Luncheon
SEPTEMBER 22, 11:30 AM–2:00 PM

Tickets are $30 each. For more information 
please contact Lianna Shepherd at 
lianna.shepherd@wshs.wa.gov or call 
(253)798-5899.

It is because of support from members 
and donors that the Society can collect, 
preserve and share the priceless evidence 
of our past. You are our partners in 
exploring how history connects us across 
the state of Washington. So please save 
the date for your 2018 Historical Society 
Awards Luncheon. 

Honoring the WWI Centennial, this 
year’s program will feature a special 
exhibition and guest speaker. See 
fascinating photos of messages carved 
into the trenches in France by soldiers 
from Washington, and find out more 
about what happened on the home front 
and the legacy of WWI in our state. 
Connect with history through hands-on 
activities. Enjoy a delicious light lunch 
while you hear from notable honorees 
receiving the Society’s annual History 
Awards and hear the state of your 
Historical Society from the Director.

EXPLORE IT! CALENDAR

 

253-272-9747 or (toll-free) 1-888-BE-THERE | WashingtonHistory.org

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, 1911 Pacific Ave., Tacoma, WA 98402

HISTORY MUSEUM 
EXHIBITS

IN THE SPIRIT 
Contemporary Native Arts 
JUNE 30–AUGUST 12, 2018
(see events at right for details) 

Make/Do: A History of 
Creative Reuse
JULY 14–DECEMBER 6, 2018
(see flip side for details)

Sleight of Hand: Magic and 
Spiritualism in the Early 
20th Century
AUGUST 4, 2018–  
JANUARY 20, 2019
What is magic? The magician 
who levitates a woman above the 
darkened stage of the Pantages 
Theater? The medium who gazes 
into Commencement Bay to 
awaken the ghosts of lost sailors? 
The escape artist who dangles 
himself in a straitjacket from the 
Seattle Times building? Magic is 
all of these things and more.

Magic has been practiced 
throughout human history 
as a means to entertain and 
to enlighten. This exhibition 
showcases the magicians 
who came through the Pacific 
Northwest. It tells the intriguing 
story of how magic has impacted 
society as a whole, giving the 
discipline historical significance. 
Come and be amazed!

Two Centuries of Glass
SEPTEMBER 8, 2018– 
JANUARY 27, 2019
Thousands of people come to 
Tacoma every year to see the 
work of internationally recognized 
glass artists. But what of the 
beauty of the glass that we use 
every day? Glass is used in our 
lives from the moment we wake 
up until the time we go to sleep, 
from what we wear to how we 
eat and even in saving lives. View 
anew diverse glass artifacts along 
with stories about how these 
products have been used for work, 
play, and adornment. Consider 
glass tools and items used in the 
fields of medicine and health, and 
functional glass used in the home. 
Inspire your creative spirit with 
the glass art on view, too.

The Washington State Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its program delivery and will provide, to the best of its ability, alternate 
formats upon request. For assistance, contact the ADA Coordinator at 253-272-3500, Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 AM–5:00 PM, and indicate the nature of your 
accessibility need and preferred format.

For full details about exhibitions, programs and events, visit WashingtonHistory.org.
Events are at the Washington State History Museum unless otherwise noted.

Denise Emerson, Navajo and Skokomish, 
Generations, 2018. Digital illustration, 
historical photograph, 17×17 inches. 
Image courtesy of artist.


