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IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary Native Arts presents inspiring new works 

at the Washington State History Museum 

This summer marks the 

Washington State Historical 

Society’s 12th annual IN THE SPIRIT 

Contemporary Native Arts 

Exhibition. The show opens on 

Thursday, June 15, at the History 

Museum in Tacoma, and visitors 

are welcome to meet the artists 

during the awards ceremony at 

6:30 that evening. Works on view 

will include textiles, sculptures, 

paintings, carvings, and basketry. 

Materials run the gamut from 

natural elements—stone, shell, 

clay, wood, minerals, and grass, 

for example—to products like seed beads, steel, fabric, glass, and linoleum, and even 

petroleum-based items such as LEDs, plastic straws, and Styrofoam.  

Each spring, Native artists from many western states and Canada submit work for consideration 

by a jury of local artists and curators. The jury has the pleasure of seeing the latest in Native art, 

and the difficult challenge of winnowing down a selection of works for the exhibition. The 2017 

exhibition includes 22 works by artists from Alaska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Washington, and 

Canada. This dynamic process provides an annual opportunity for the Washington State History 

Museum to showcase Native artists from the broader region, and for artists to win honors and 

awards. Each year the museum adds one work from the exhibition to its collection. If you are a 

collector, too, you’ll be delighted to know that most of the works in the show are available for 

purchase. 

“IN THE SPIRIT continues the connection between the Historical Society’s Native collections and 

the vibrant contemporary arts scene. The exhibition is ever-changing, reflecting the variety of 

works entered for jurying, the artists who choose to enter, the interests and backgrounds of the 

jurors, as well as changes in political and social contexts,” said MaryMikel Stump, Director of 

Audience Engagement at WSHS. “It is an honor to meet these artists. Some works are deeply 
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influenced by tradition while others use that tradition as a jumping off point for a more 

contemporary take, and, yet, some beautifully blend traditional methods and materials and 

contemporary forms. Truly, the past is present in these exemplary artworks.”  

The exhibition is on view through Sunday, August 20, and is displayed in two adjacent galleries 

on the museum’s 5th floor. At the opening celebration on June 15, artist awards will be 

presented for Best in Show, Honoring Innovation, Honoring the Northwest, and Honoring 

Tradition. During the run of the exhibition, museum visitors can cast votes for the People’s 

Choice First and Second Place awards. Voting ballots are available in both galleries.  

The People’s Choice awards will be presented at the free IN THE SPIRIT Northwest Native 

Festival. Mark your calendars for this indoor/outdoor celebration on Saturday, August 19, from 

10:00 AM through 5:00 PM. The History Museum is co-hosting the festival with Tacoma Art 

Museum (TAM). Admission to both museums is free. In addition to a Native arts market, the 

festival includes dance, song, music, food, and a runway fashion show featuring Native 

designers. Both the History Museum and TAM have long celebrated Native American arts and 

culture, and the museums are pleased to collaborate in bringing this enriching festival to the 

community. TAM is also featuring an exhibition of print works by Northwest Coast artists this 

summer.  

 “The tradition of opening IN THE SPIRIT on Third Thursday makes the occasion extra special,” 

said Lead Program Manager Molly Wilmoth. “We can best honor the artists and feature their 

amazing works by opening the exhibition when the museum is accessible to everyone. We hope 

that the community will enjoy the opportunity to meet some of the artists in person and see 

their works.”  

The History Museum is free every Third Thursday from 2:00 – 8:00 PM. Free Third Thursdays 

are generously sponsored by Columbia Bank.  

### 

                 



       

 

Image credits, top to bottom:  

Kathey Ervin Wyandotte, Stacked Tea Set, 2016, western red cedar, Alaskan yellow cedar, artificial sinew, 
Styrofoam, wood. Photo courtesy of artist. 

Jason Reed Brown, Koyukon Athabascan, Bear II, 2012, steel. 23 x 10 x 24 inches. Photo by Duncan Price 
Photography. 

Linley B. Logan, Onondowaga aka Seneca, Red Road Red Carpet, 2016, linoleum, paint. 17 x 12 inches. Photo by 
Duncan Price Photography. 

Celeste Kardonsky Dybeck, Jamestown S’Klallam, Kardonsky Family Tree, 2015, Pendleton wool, ultra suede, 
mother-of-pearl buttons. 45 x 53 inches. Photo by Duncan Price Photography. 

Jennifer Wood, Yup’ik, She’s Always Looking For Mountains, 2017, basswood, plastic straws, LED lights, ribbon, 
shimmer pigment. 11.5 x 7 x 3.5 inches. Photo by Duncan Price Photography. 

 

About The Washington State History Museum 

Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 

Hours: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Tuesday through Sunday. 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of each month.  

Admission: Free for members; $12 for adults, $8 for seniors, students and military veterans with ID, free for 

children under 5. Patrons with a Washington Quest card can attend for $1 per person or $2 per family. Admission 

is free after 2:00 PM on the Third Thursday of each month when the museum stays open until 8:00 PM. 

Washington State Historical Society’s most visible activity, the Washington State History Museum (WSHM) is 

located in Tacoma's downtown core along Pacific Avenue among a thriving cultural scene. WSHM is directly across 

from the University of Washington Tacoma, among the vibrant restaurant and craft beverage scene. WSHM is one 

of six downtown museums, and is walking distance to Tacoma Art Museum, the Museum of Glass, and Children’s 

Museum of Tacoma. WSHM is also within blocks of the recently renovated Marriott Courtyard and boutique Hotel 

Murano. Consider the Tacoma Museum District Pass, offering discounted admission to all six of Tacoma’s major 

museums. 
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