
What’s New? More on page 2.
IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary Native Arts, through August 20. 

Gridiron Glory: The Best of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, through September 10.

Explore It!

Experience WASHINGTON, MY HOME, Opening This Summer
“It has rained nearly every day since I have 

been here and yet I like it,” Anaximander 

Tutton wrote to his family in South Dakota 

shortly after his arrival in Washington. His 

story and those of many others are part of 

Washington, My Home, the all-new exhibit 

opening in the Great Hall of Washington 

History this summer. Through oral histories 

and artifacts, this permanent exhibit explores 

migration and immigration through the 

experiences of diverse individuals who, over 

time, have come to live in Washington. 

Visitors will first glimpse the “Arrival 

Windows,” illuminating images of people 

who call Washington home. Next to the 

windows are stories of arrival, belonging, 

and dramatic journeys. These accounts 

range from the 1840s when the first African 

American family arrived in Washington 

Territory to 2015 when the first family of 

Syrian refugees settled in Seattle, with many 

others in between. 

Artifacts help tell the stories, from 

utilitarian to nostalgic. Visitors will see a 

1920s sewing machine brought to Tacoma 

by a Jewish immigrant from Canada; a stone 

chisel from the 1920s used by a Scotsman 

to work on the Capitol Building in Olympia; 

a pair of 1940s earrings carried across 

Europe during World War II by a Latvian 

immigrant; a decorative Pysanka egg crafted 

in 2010 by a newcomer as a connection to 

her Ukrainian homeland; a 1960s thermos 

that often held congee (rice porridge), 

lovingly fed by a father to his daughter 

when she was sick in Hong Kong and later 

brought to Washington; and much more.

“Step into My Shoes” displays multiple 

shoes on risers. Visitors are invited to select 

a shoe and hear a corresponding personal 

story about the impacts immigration has 

had on an individual or his/her ancestors. 

Alutiiq/Alaska native Ingrid Hansen refer-

ences childhood events as she talks about 

seeing Washington for the first time during 

the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair. Mustafa 

Mohammed discusses what it was like to 

have to leave his home country of Iraq 

as a refugee. 

Coming to Washington wasn’t always 

easy, and the exciting, interactive “Story 

Chests” represent that challenge. This 

section offers visitors hands-on engagement 

with Washington history. Luggage carts in 

the exhibit hold travel trunks and suitcases 

that delve into topics in unusual ways. On 

one cart, a bentwood box holds Native 

American stories of how tribal members 

came to be in this place. On another, a hope 

chest shows small objects that represent 

the hopes and dreams immigrants brought 

with them. The Oregon Trail chest illustrates 

some of the dangers involved in the journey. 

Another chest shows objects that represent 

the discrimination immigrants have faced 

over time. 

Want to share your own story? Visit the 

“Migration Station,” and note your answers 

to questions about immigration. You can 

type a response for the world to see, and 

you can place a disk on the world map to 

show where your family came from. 

Many people have called Washington 

home. Through this poetic exhibition, the 

Washington State History Museum helps 

us all to learn about diverse journeys to our 

state, and to share our own.

Storyline Studio’s computer drawing of an early concept for Washington, My Home. Coming soon to the Great Hall of Washington History, this new exhibit focuses on the human history of our state as 
told through the stories of many different individuals who started out somewhere else and ended up living in Washington. | Washington State Historical Society
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ALL SUMMER LONG!
Activities with Gridiron Glory: The 
Best of the Pro Football Hall of Fame

All this summer the History Museum 
will host exciting public programs 
connected with the exhibition Gridiron 
Glory: The Best of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. Be sure to check Events 
and Programs on the website at 
WashingtonHistory.org under the Visit 
menu tab for up-to-date information 
on upcoming movie nights, talks, family 
days, and more! All events below are 
held at the Washington State History 
Museum unless otherwise noted.

JUNE–JULY EVENTS
Football 360: An All-Angles Look 
at the NFL Experience 
THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 7 PM

This panel discussion explores what it’s 
like to be part of the NFL. Learn about 
getting drafted, the team experience, 
trading, refereeing, and more. Included 
with museum admission, or $5 for 
program only.

Summer Youth Docent Program 
APPLICATIONS DUE JULY 5, PROGRAM 
JULY 17–AUGUST 22

Students can have a blast in the 
past this summer by diving into 
the world of the history museum. 
Students entering grades 8–11 can 
apply. Museum professionals will 
mentor students, who will discover 
how exhibits are created, go deep 
into Washington history, share new 
expertise with visitors, gain volunteer 
experience, and strengthen their 
research abilities. Full details and 
application at WashingtonHistory.org.

Two Pint Conversion 
THURSDAY, JULY 13, 7–10 PM

A fun 21+ tailgate-style party. Tickets 
include two beverages from Three 
Magnets Brewing, a collectible beverage 
sleeve, indoor lawn games and other 
activities, plus an opportunity to 
explore Gridiron Glory! Cost: $15 in 
advance, $20 at the door.

Free Third Thursday
THIRD THURSDAY, JULY 20

FREE admission 2–8 PM. Visit the Great 
Hall and other exhibits.

Family Camp: Gold Rush!
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 10:30 AM

“There’s gold in them thar hills!” Once 
upon a time, thousands of gold seekers 
passed through Washington, chasing 
the promise of Alaskan gold. Hear the 
real story behind the Klondike gold 
rush and join in fun activities, including 
panning for gold! All ages welcome. 
Included with museum admission, or $5 
for program only.

Friday Football Flick: Invincible 
FRIDAY, JULY 28, 9 PM

Gather in the museum’s outdoor 
amphitheater for Gridiron Glory 
exhibition trivia. Then, get inspired by 
the true story of Vince Papale (played 
by Mark Wahlberg), a lifelong football 
fan and bartender whose wildest 
dream came true when he became a 
Philadelphia Eagle! Rated PG. Pay as 
you can, concessions available.

AUGUST EVENTS
Family Camp: Ring of Fire
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 10:30 AM

Join us to learn more about 
Washington’s volcanoes with a gallery 
tour, hands-on demonstrations, 
activities, and volcano-themed treats! 
All ages welcome. Included with 
admission or $5 for program only.

Gridiron Gauntlet: An NFL Youth 
Combine Day 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 10 AM–2 PM

This NFL-style Youth Combine Day 
for kids will test their athleticism and 
agility. Families will participate both 
at the History Museum and at the 
University of Washington Tacoma’s Y 
Student Center. Partners include YMCA, 
Boys and Girls Club, and Big Brothers 
Big Sisters. 

Free Third Thursday: See In the 
Spirit and Gridiron Glory before 
they close! 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17

FREE admission 2–8 PM. The History 
Museum is the only place in the Pacific 
Northwest to feature Gridiron Glory! 
See over 200 artifacts and try the 
fun interactives in this blockbuster 
from the Pro Football Hall of Fame. It 
closes September 10. In the Spirit is an 

ever-evolving annual juried exhibition 
of contemporary Native American art. 
This year, 22 works are on view. The 
exhibition closes August 20.

IN THE SPIRIT Northwest 
Native Festival
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 10 AM–5 PM

Jointly hosted at the History Museum and 
Tacoma Art Museum

This FREE family festival and arts 
market is a community favorite! This 
year, the Washington State History 
Museum and Tacoma Art Museum 
have teamed up to bring you an even 
bigger, better, indoor/outdoor event. 
Shop for handmade native arts and 
meet the artists. Enjoy song, dance, 
music, food, and a runway fashion show 
featuring native designers. Celebrate 
the creativity of diverse indigenous 
cultures. Admission to both museums 
is FREE. See InTheSpiritArts.org for 
more details.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
To the Limit: Health and Safety in 
a High-Impact Game 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 7 PM  

Panel discussion focused on the 
evolution of safety in sports, 
particularly football. Included 
with museum admission, or $5 for 
program only.

History Trivia Happy Hour
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 6 PM

The Swiss Restaurant & Pub,  
1904 Jefferson Ave, Tacoma

Bring your friends and battle for the 
crown of Tacoma and Washington 
trivia champion! Historic Tacoma joins 
us, along with the City of Tacoma 
Historic Preservation Office and the 
Tacoma Historical Society to dig up 
the most interesting facts about your 
city and state. As always, winners take 
home a treasure trove of history-
related goodies.

*FREE Third Thursdays are generously 
sponsored by 

EXPLORE IT! CALENDAR

 

INFORMATION 253-272-9747 or (toll-free) 1-888-BE-THERE | WashingtonHistory.org

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, 1911 Pacific Ave., Tacoma, WA 98402

HISTORY MUSEUM 
EXHIBITS

GRIDIRON GLORY:  
The Best of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

See 200+ iconic artifacts from the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, and the 
Super Bowl trophy! Try on shoulder 
pads and helmets plus other 
interactives. Immerse yourself 
in the essence of professional 
football. See the Seattle Seahawks 
showcase too! 

IN THE SPIRIT: 
Contemporary Native Arts
THROUGH  AUGUST 20, 2017

Experience contemporary native 
culture through a vibrant and 
diverse selection of new works 
in our annual juried exhibition. 
Collectors—most of the works 
are available for purchase. Be sure 
to cast your vote for the People’s 
Choice awards, announced at the 
August 19 free festival.

BRAND NEW:  
Washington, My Home
COMING SOON!

Details on page 1 and at 
WashingtonHistory.org. 

The Washington State Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its program delivery and will provide, to the best of its ability, alternate 
formats upon request. For assistance, contact the ADA Coordinator at 253-272-3500, Tuesday through Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m., and indicate the nature of your 
accessibility need and preferred format.

History Museum programs are included with admission, or $5 program-only admission. For the latest 
information and full details on our exhibits, programs, and events, visit www.WashingtonHistory.org.

Courtesy Seattle Seahawks

Artist, Jennifer Angaiak Wood, 2016 exhibition
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