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Life in the Past Lane: Summer fun at the Washington State History Museum 

TACOMA, WA – Summer is a great time to bring family and friends to the Washington State History 

Museum in Tacoma. With special featured exhibitions and a number of low-cost or free events, you’ll 

find something fun for everyone.  

FEATURED EXHIBITIONS 

IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary Native Arts The 12th annual juried 

exhibition is on view through August 20. Works on view include 

textiles, sculptures, paintings, carvings, and basketry. Materials 

run the gamut from natural elements—stone, shell, clay, wood, 

minerals, and grass, for example—to products like seed beads, 

steel, fabric, glass, and linoleum, and even petroleum-based 

items such as LEDs, plastic straws, and Styrofoam. 

Each spring, Native artists from many western states and Canada 

submit work for consideration by a jury of local artists and 

curators. The 2017 exhibition includes 22 works by artists from 

Alaska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Washington, and Canada. 

Visitors can vote for their two favorites, with People’s Choice awards to be presented at the August 19 

free IN THE SPIRIT Northwest Native Celebration. 

Image credit: Jason Reed Brown, Koyukon Athabascan, Bear II, 2012. Steel, 23 × 10 × 24 inches. Photo by Duncan Price 

Photography. 

Gridiron Glory: The Best of the Pro Football Hall of Fame is a 

blockbuster exhibit from the Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 

Washington State History Museum is the only place in the Pacific 

Northwest to feature this exhibition, so see it here while you 

can! Visitors can check out more than 200 artifacts—ranging 

from legendary players’ jerseys to the first pro football trophy to 

the ‘birth certificate’ of football and more—that tell the story of 

American football, star players, team dynasties, and the science 

of the game. There are fun interactives, too; try on football 

shoulder pads, pop on a helmet to hear coded coach-to-

quarterback communications, step into an authentic instant 

replay booth to make a tough call, and more! On view through 

September 10. 

mailto:julianna.verboort@wshs.wa.gov
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

2-Pint Conversion: Tailgate-style event  

Ages 21+ only. 

Corn hole and craft brew, anyone? Join friends and football fans at the Washington State History 

Museum this Thursday evening for a tailgate-style celebration. Three Magnets Brewing Co. will be 

serving up Yorkshire Pale and Brotherhood Brown. See the exhibit Gridiron Glory: The Best of the Pro 

Football Hall of Fame, with over 200 cool artifacts telling the story of American Football, its legendary 

players, team dynasties and more. Play lawn games, make your own foam fan finger, snap your pic at 

the green screen, enjoy craft beer, and take home a souvenir beverage sleeve! Get your tickets here. 

$15 advance, $20 at the door, includes two beverages from Three Magnets, souvenir beverage cover, 

exhibit admission. https://webformsrig02bo3.blackbaudhosting.com/49882/2-Pint-Conversion 

Free Third Thursday: July 20, 2:00 – 8:00 PM 

FREE admission from 2:00 - 8:00 PM. See our featured exhibitions Gridiron Glory: The Best of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary Native Arts. Peruse the Great Hall of 
Washington History.  

Family Camp: Gold Rush! Wednesday, July 26, 10:30 AM 

There’s gold in them hills! Once upon a time, thousands of gold-seekers passed through Washington 
chasing the promise of Alaskan gold. Hear the real story behind the Klondike Gold rush and join in fun 
activities, including panning for gold! All ages welcome. Included with museum admission, or $5 for 
program only. 

Friday Football Flick: Invincible, Friday, July 28, 9:00 PM 

Gather in the museum’s outdoor amphitheater for Gridiron Glory exhibition trivia. Then, get inspired 
by the true story of Vince Papale (played by Mark Wahlberg), a lifelong football fan and bartender 
whose wildest dream came true when he became a Philadelphia Eagle! Rated PG. Pay as you can, 
concessions available for purchase. 

Family Camp: Ring of Fire, Wednesday, August 2, 10:30 AM 

Join us to learn more about Washington’s volcanoes with a gallery tour, hands-on demonstrations, 
activities, and volcano-themed treats! All ages welcome. Included with admission or $5 for program only. 

Gridiron Gauntlet: An NFL Youth Combine Day, Saturday, August 
5, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

FREE. This NFL-style Youth Combine Day for kids will test their 
athleticism and agility. Families will participate both at the 
History Museum and at the University of Washington Tacoma’s Y 
Student Center. Partners include YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters.  

Free Third Thursday: See IN THE SPIRIT and Gridiron Glory before 
they close! Thursday, August 17, free admission 2:00 - 8:00 PM 
The History Museum is the only place in the Pacific Northwest to 

feature Gridiron Glory! See over 200 artifacts and try the fun 

interactives in this blockbuster from the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 

It closes Sept. 10. IN THE SPIRIT is an annual juried exhibition of 

contemporary Native art. This year, 22 works are on view, closing 

Aug. 20. 
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IN THE SPIRIT Northwest Native Festival, Saturday, August 
19, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

Jointly hosted by the Washington State History Museum and 
Tacoma Art Museum 

This FREE family festival and arts market is a community 
favorite! This year, the Washington State Historical Society 
and Tacoma Art Museum have teamed up to bring you an 
even bigger, better, indoor/outdoor event. Shop for 
handmade Native arts and crafts and meet the artists. 
Enjoy song, dance, music, food, and a runway fashion show 
featuring Native designers. Celebrate the creativity of 
diverse indigenous cultures. Events take place at both 
museums. Admission to both museums is FREE all day. See 
InTheSpiritArts.org for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Limit: Health and Safety in a High-Impact Game, Thursday, September 7, 7:00 PM   

Panel discussion focused on the evolution of safety in sports, particularly football. Included with 
museum admission, or $5 for program only. 

History Trivia Happy Hour, Wednesday, September 20, 6:00 PM 

At The Swiss Restaurant & Pub, 1904 Jefferson Ave, Tacoma 

Bring your friends and battle for the crown of Tacoma and Washington trivia champion! Historic 
Tacoma joins us with the City of Tacoma Historic Preservation Office and the Tacoma Historical 
Society to dig up the most interesting facts about your city and state. As always, winners take home a 
treasure trove of history-related goodies. The Swiss welcomes minors until 8:30 PM, so kids can play 
too! 

Free Third Thursdays are generously sponsored by Columbia Bank. 

# # # 

About The Washington State History Museum 
Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 
Hours: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Tuesday through Sunday. 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of each month.  
Admission: Free for members; $12 for adults, $8 for seniors, students and military veterans with ID, free for 
children under 5.  
Patrons with a Washington Quest card can attend for $1 per person or $2 per family.  
Admission is free from 2:00-8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of each month. 
Founded in 1891 and now into its second century of service, the Washington State Historical Society is dedicated 
to collecting, preserving, and vividly presenting Washington's rich and storied history. The Washington State 
History Museum is WSHS’s most visible venue, connecting the past with the present. Visitors can enjoy the Great 
Hall of Washington History, the interactive History Lab, rotating feature exhibitions, traveling exhibitions, programs 
and events. The History Museum is located in Tacoma's downtown core along Pacific Avenue among a thriving 
cultural scene. It is one of six downtown museums, and is walking distance to Tacoma Art Museum, the Museum of 
Glass, and Children’s Museum of Tacoma.  
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