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Wartime, protests, immigration, Soviets, UFOs, and model trains? Experience it 
all this fall at the Washington State History Museum. 
 

Tacoma, WA – The Washington State 
History Museum will present a dynamic, 
relevant line-up of new exhibitions and 
programs this fall. Visit the museum to 
experience history that informs your 
understanding of current events in our 
state and beyond. Unique learning 
opportunities and fun activities await: 
curator talks, community conversations, 
Scholarly Selections with University of 
Washington Tacoma, trivia competitions, 
UFO night for the 21-and-over crowd, and 

more. Wrap up the season with the delightful annual Model Train Festival, opening December 
22. Get all the details at www.WashingtonHistory.org.  
 
Admission Rates: Beginning Tuesday, September 26, Washington State History Museum admission 
rates are $14.00 adult (ages 18-64); $11.00 senior (ages 65+), military (with ID), and youth/student (ages 
6-17); $40.00 family (up to two adults and four children under age 18); free for children ages 5 and 
under. 
 

WSHS Heritage Outreach Workshop:  
Spotlight on Disaster Recovery Planning For Cultural Resources  
Thursday, September 7, 2017, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM; doors open at 9:30 
Registration $15, includes Museum Admission 
Washington State History Museum 
The destruction of cultural resources from a disaster event causes remorse and hardship that impedes 
the recovery of the community.  It is the preservation of these resources that gives each community its 
unique character plus a sense of place and well-being.  How can we ensure that laws, procedures, and 
plans are developed and followed so that impacts to cultural resources can be minimized and the 
community can continue on a path to recovery?  This workshop is an opportunity to learn about and 
give input toward protecting cultural resources before, during, and after an event.  
Doors open at 9:30 AM.  A parking pass will be provided. Morning refreshments will be served; the 
program includes a break for lunch on your own. 
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Speakers:  

Derrick Hiebert, Mitigation Strategist, Emergency Management Division,  
Washington Military Department 

 Introduction to disaster recovery 

 Importance of preserving cultural resources 

 Audience participation to help Washington State officials understand how to assist communities 
and tribal nations 

 Cultural Resources Recovery Support Function disaster planning framework 
Nancy Jackson, Collections Manager for Artifacts, Washington State Historical Society Research Center 

 Introduction to emergency response for artifacts 

 Loan items and items in temporary exhibits 

 Emergency supply kit  

Registration:  http://bit.ly/2etto35 

Presented by Washington State Historical Society, in Partnership with the Department of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation and the Washington State Emergency Management Division. 
For more information, email Susan.Rohrer@wshs.wa.org  or call 360-586-0166.      
 

Exhibition Opening: 
Witness to Wartime: The Painted Diary of 
Takuichi Fujii  
Saturday, September 16 – Monday, January 
1, 2018  
Curator Talk September 16 at 2:00 PM 
Washington State History Museum 
An artist and resident of Seattle, Takuichi Fujii 
was incarcerated first at the Puyallup 
Assembly Center and then at Minidoka 
Relocation Center (Idaho) during World War II, 
along with 110,000 other Japanese American 

citizens. This exhibition includes approximately 70 of the 250 paintings and drawings from his illustrated 
diary of Puyallup and Minidoka, capturing this haunting moment in American history. See a digital 
version of Fujii’s diary and three dimensional works in addition to the paintings. Join art historian and 
curator Barbara Johns at 2:00 PM on opening day for a talk (free with admission), along with special 
guest Sandy Kita, Fujii’s grandson. 
 

History Trivia Happy Hour: Tacoma 
Wednesday, September 20, 6:00 PM 
The Swiss Restaurant & Pub 
1904 Jefferson Ave, Tacoma 
Bring your friends and battle for the crown of history trivia champion! We’ve dug up the most 
interesting facts about your city and state. Facts, fun and prizes aplenty! Brought to you by the 
Washington State Historical Society, City of Tacoma Historic Preservation Office, and Tacoma Historical 
Society.  The Swiss welcomes minors until 8:30 PM, so kids can play too! 
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Exhibition Opening  

Washington, My Home 
See WashingtonHistory.org for details 
Washington State History Museum 
“It has rained nearly every day since I have been here and yet I like it,” Anaximander Tutton wrote to his 
family in South Dakota shortly after his arrival in Washington. His story and those of many others are 
part of Washington, My Home, the all-new exhibit opening in the Great Hall of Washington History. 
Through oral histories and artifacts, this permanent exhibit explores migration and immigration through 
the experiences of diverse individuals who, over time, have come to live in Washington. Listen to first 
person stories, see and touch artifacts, and imagine yourself journeying in someone else’s shoes. These 
accounts range from the 1840s with the first African American family to arrive in Washington Territory 
to 2015 when the first family of Syrian refugees settled in Seattle, with many others in between.  Share 
your own story, too. 
 

Free Third Thursday 
Thursday, September 21, 3:00 – 8:00 PM 
Washington State History Museum offers free admission from 3:00 – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of 
every month.  

Third Thursday is made possible in part by Columbia Bank. 

 

Community Dialogue 

Immigrant Detention: Histories, Hopes, and Current Realities in a Welcoming City 
Thursday, September 21, 5:30 – 7:30 PM 
Free  
Washington State History Museum  
National Welcoming Week is September 15-24, 2017. During this week, communities across the country 
strengthen cross-cultural relationships and renew their commitments to welcoming immigrants and 
refugees. In that spirit, Tacoma Community House and the Washington State History Museum are 
hosting a community dialogue, Immigrant Detention: Histories, Hopes, and Current Realities in a 
Welcoming City. This event will assess Tacoma’s status as a Welcoming City in light of the Northwest 
Detention Center’s presence in the Tide Flats, drawing perspectives from national and local history, 
community panelists, and facilitated discussions. As part of the event, see the new exhibition, 
Washington, My Home. Join us at the Washington State History Museum on Thursday, September 21 
from 5:30 to 7:30PM for light refreshments and this opportunity to engage in meaningful dialogue. 

Washington State Historical Society Annual Meeting and Luncheon 
Saturday, September 23, 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 
Tickets: $40.00  
Washington State History Museum 
You are cordially invited to the 126th Annual Meeting of the Washington State Historical Society. Guest 
check-in commences at 11:30 AM and luncheon begins at noon. Hear from Director Jennifer Kilmer on 
the state of the Society, and celebrate with us as we honor this year’s distinguished award winners. Cost 
of attendance is $40.00. RSVP by Friday, September 15, at (253) 798-5899, or via email, 
lberry@wshs.wa.gov.  
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Exhibition Opening:  
Loyal Opposition: The Protest Photos of 
George P. Hickey 
Saturday, September 30 – Sunday, December 3, 
2017 
Washington State History Museum 
See the compelling work of self-taught Washington 
photojournalist George P. Hickey, who recently 
donated a substantial body of prints and negatives 
to Washington State Historical Society. Hickey’s 
protest photographs have appeared in The 
Stranger, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Real Change, 

and other notable publications. By placing himself on the front lines, Hickey captured critical moments 
with dramatic results. Experience the collective impact of approximately 80 photographs of the 1990s 
Seattle WTO protests, as well as animal rights, gay pride, and anti-war rallies, accompanied by protest-
related objects from the Historical Society’s collections. Join Hickey for a free gallery talk Thursday, 
November 16 at 5:30 PM and hear about his experiences as a freelance photographer and the 
journalistic thrill when that “decisive moment” presents itself. The exhibition will be on view through 
Sunday, December 3, 2017. 

 
Evening Preview Party: Glasnost & 
Goodwill: Citizen Diplomacy in the 
Northwest  
Thursday, October 5, 5:30-8:00 PM 
Free for members, $15.00 for nonmembers 
To RSVP or purchase tickets, email 
Julia.White@wshs.wa.gov, or  
call 253-798-5894 
Washington State History Museum 
Experience the fascinating stories of fellow 
Northwesterners whose people-to-people 
connections helped thaw the Cold War. Revisit 
the spectacular Goodwill Games, be intrigued by 
details from the Mount Everest Earth Day 20 
International Peace Climb, and learn about 

inspiring grass-roots diplomacy started in Washington State. Guest speaker Dr. Richard Scheuerman, 
Professor Emeritus at Seattle Pacific University, will speak about the remarkable 200 year history of 
friendship between the peoples of Russia and America. Savory hors d'oeuvres complement the theme of 
the evening. A cash bar will be available. 
 
Exhibition Opening:  

Glasnost & Goodwill: Citizen Diplomacy in the Northwest  
Saturday, October 7, 2017 – January 21, 2018 
By the 1980s, there were thousands of nuclear weapons aimed at the United States, and an equal 
number targeted at the Soviet Union. Only a vague notion of “mutually assured destruction” stood 
between war and peace for the world’s superpowers. And yet, citizens did not sit idly by. Quietly a 
movement formed, built by citizen diplomats who reached across the Pacific to engage their neighbors, 
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one conversation at a time. Washingtonians, in particular, saw an opportunity to bring peace with their 
nearby neighbors through business partnerships, sister-city relationships, and cultural exchanges. .  

Glasnost and Goodwill: Citizen Diplomacy in the Northwest is a fascinating, in-depth exploration of how 
citizen diplomacy in Washington and the greater Northwest contributed to the thawing of the Cold War. 
Visitors will learn about people from Washington traveling behind the Iron Curtain with thousands of 
letters expressing wishes for peace; elementary school children competing cross-culturally in chess 
tournaments and swimming competitions; fishermen supporting one another in international business 
ventures; and finally, the 1990 Goodwill Games in Seattle and the greater Puget Sound region–a major 
undertaking that further cemented the special relationship between Washington and the Soviet people.  

Glasnost & Goodwill is brought to life through photographs, videos, oral histories, and authentic artifacts 
that trace the rise of grassroots diplomacy in the region from the early 1930s to the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1991, and beyond. On view through Sunday, January 21, 2018. 

Be among the first to see Glasnost & Goodwill: Citizen Diplomacy in the Northwest at the preview party, 
Thursday, October 5, 5:30-8:00 PM; free for WSHS members, $15 for nonmembers; email 
Julia.White@wshs.wa.gov, or call 253-798-5894 for reservations. 
 
Glasnost & Goodwill is made possible by Kay Bullitt, the Turner Foundation, Inc., Alaska Airlines Foundation, Wally 
Pereyra, Jay Platt, Bruce McCaw, Stowe Talbot, Mike Scallon, and Ed Parks. 

 

Pacific Northwest History Conference 
Hidden Histories, Diverse Publics 
Tuesday, October 10 – Saturday, October 14 
At Hotel RL by Red Lion Spokane at the Park 
The Pacific Northwest History Conference is a forum for exchange among historians, scholars from other 
disciplines, museum professionals, educators, archivists, historic preservationists, graduate students, 
history enthusiasts, and community activists. Proposals are encouraged for all eras and topics related to 
public history and diversity studies. For more information about participating, presenting, or attending, 
see www.WashingtonHistory.org/support/heritage.  
 

Free Third Thursday 
Thursday, October 19, 3:00 – 8:00 PM 
Washington State History Museum offers free admission from 3:00 – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of 
every month. 

Third Thursday is made possible in part by Columbia Bank. 
 

Scholarly Selections: Leadership Courage 
Thursday, October 19, 6:30 PM 
Free 
Washington State History Museum 
How can ordinary individuals exemplify courageous leadership personally, professionally, and even on a 
global scale? Explore this topic with University of Washington Tacoma lecturer and organization 
development professional Joe Macias, Jr.  Speaking to historical case studies, Macias will delve into his 
framework for how to step up and lead when the path forward is uncertain.  
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UFO Night 
For Ages 21+ 
October 26, 7:00 – 10:00 PM 
Pre-registration $15, $20 at the door 
Washington State History Museum 
Mark the 70th anniversary of the first UFO sightings in Washington State with a night full of film, 
activities, and specialty brew! See a screening and meet the filmmakers of The Maury Island Incident, an 
award-winning independent film. Grab an extra special beer from local Three Magnets Brewing.  Make 
your own “flying strawcer” with our friends from the Museum of Flight.  It’s a night you won’t soon 
forget, regardless of what the men in black try to tell you… Tickets here 
https://webformsrig02bo3.blackbaudhosting.com/49882/UFO-Night 
 

Veterans Day Celebration 
Washington at War: The Evergreen State in World War I 
Saturday, November 11, 2:00 PM 
Free with Museum admission, or $5 program-only admission.  
Free for active and retired military and their families. 
Washington State History Museum 
One-hundred years ago in 1917, the United States entered The Great War to fight alongside our 
European allies. But Washington’s home front experience began long before the country entered the 
war, and continued afterward. Renowned Northwest historian, Lorraine McConaghy, provides an 
immersive look into this dramatic period of immigration, wartime industrialization, women’s rights, 
social change, radical labor, epidemic disease, and worldwide turmoil. 
As a special Veteran’s Day highlight, you can also see Washington State Historical Society’s new pop-up 
traveling exhibition, Washington’s Great War. 
 

Free Third Thursday 
Thursday, November 16, 3:00 – 8:00 PM 
Washington State History Museum offers free admission from 3:00 – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of 
every month.  

Third Thursday is made possible in part by Columbia Bank. 
 

Curator Talk: 
Loyal Opposition: The Protest Photos of George P. Hickey  
Thursday, November 16, 5:30 PM 
Free 
Washington State History Museum  
Washington photojournalist George P. Hickey will give a gallery talk about images from a body of work 
that he recently donated to the Washington State Historical Society. The exhibition of approximately 80 
photographs and his talk will explore the WTO protests that took place in Seattle in the late 1990s to 
protests about animal rights, gay pride, and anti-war sentiments. Join us to hear about Hickey’s process 
and experiences as a freelance photographer and the journalistic thrill when that “decisive moment” 
presents itself. 
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Scholarly Selections:  
Comparing Representations of Fathers, Sexuality, and Struggle in  
Contemporary Popular Culture 
Thursday, November 16, 6:30 PM 
Free 
Washington State History Museum  
What does it mean to be a father in today’s world? In the past, people have often perceived parenting 
as a matter of the private sphere. Now the boundary between public and private life has eroded in 
various ways. University of Washington Tacoma professor Dr. Ed Chamberlain provides a discussion of 
these experiences and the connections between fatherhood, sexuality, and struggle including the 
challenges faced by gay fathers, famous dads, and parents who are economically disadvantaged. 

 
Washington Sports Trivia Night 
Tuesday, December 5, 7:00 PM 
Free 
Black Star Pub & Grill  
158 100th St. S Tacoma, WA  
Celebrate Washington sports history and the History Museum’s upcoming exhibit about the Goodwill 
Games, Glasnost and Goodwill: Citizen Diplomacy in the Northwest. WSHS is partnering with the 
Shanaman Sports Museum to bring you the most intriguing, exciting, and sometimes down-right weird 
history of sports in our state! Bring a team or play on your own for prizes and bragging rights. 
 

Free Third Thursday 
Thursday, December 21, 3:00 – 8:00 PM 
Washington State History Museum offers free admission from 3:00 – 8:00 PM on the Third Thursday of 
every month.  

Third Thursday is made possible in part by Columbia Bank. 

 

22nd Annual Model Train Festival 
Friday, December 22, 2017 – Monday, 
January 1, 2018 
Washington State History Museum 

This enchanting Model Train Festival is a 
winter time favorite at the History 
Museum in Tacoma. Treat yourself, your 
family and friends to a journey in 
miniature as you wander among dozens of 
tiny trains and intricate model railroad 
layouts throughout the museum. Learn 
more about how railroads influenced the 

growth and development of Washington, and see train-related artifacts from the region’s past. 
Children can visit the activity room to play with toy trains or create and build their own Lego 
train creations. Visitors can have pictures taken with Santa on Friday, Dec.  22 and Saturday, 
Dec. 23, from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM; the free photos will be emailed, compliments of the 
Washington State Historical Society.  
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Hours: 

 Model Train Festival is open:  
o Friday, December 22, 10 AM to 5 PM 
o Saturday, December 23, 10 AM to 5 PM  
o Tuesday, December 26, through Monday, January 1, 10 AM to 5 PM (including 

January 1, New Years Day) 

 Model Train Festival is closed on Sunday, Dec. 24, and Monday, Dec. 25 
Admission:  

 Regular WSHM admission applies: $14 adults, $11 seniors, military (with ID), and youth/student; 
ages 0-5 free; $40 family (up to two adults and four children under age 18). Admission for 
Historical Society members is always FREE 

 Coupons and discounts (Chinook Book, AAA, etc.) do not apply during Model Train Festival 

 Washington Quest EBT Card admission is $1/person and $2/family (must show card) 

The 2017 Model Train Festival is made possible in part by the Port of Tacoma. 

# # # 
 

Image credits, top to bottom: 

Photo courtesy of Washington State Historical Society. 

Takuichi Fujii, Minidoka, “This area’s famous phenomenon of the sandstorm can make even the day dark. 
It is really something,” (not dated). Watercolor on paper, 10½ × 14½ inches. Collection of Sandy and Terry 
Kita. 

George P. Hickey, World Trade Organization protests in Seattle, 1999, photograph. 

Rally in Seattle’s Sister City, Tashkent, Uzbekistan (USSR at time of photo), circa 1980-1989, courtesy 
Seattle-Tashkent Sister Cities Association. 

Model train photo courtesy of Washington State Historical Society. 

 

About The Washington State Historical Society 

The Washington State Historical Society partners with our communities to explore how history connects 
us all. 
Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 
Hours: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Tuesday through Sunday. On the Third Thursday of each month, 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM.  
Admission: Free for members; Adults $12 through September 25, $14 beginning September 26; seniors (age 65+), 
students (age 6-17) and military (with ID) $8 through September 25, $11 beginning September 26; free for children 
5 and under; beginning September 26, family rate $40 (up to two adults and four children under age 18). Patrons 
with a Washington Quest card can attend for $1 per person or $2 per family. Admission is free 3:00 – 8:00 PM on 
the Third Thursday of each month. 
 
Washington State Historical Society’s most visible activity, the Washington State History Museum (WSHM) is 
located in Tacoma's downtown core along Pacific Avenue among a thriving cultural scene. The museum features 
interactive permanent exhibitions about Washington’s past in the Great Hall; unique rotating exhibitions 
highlighting the Society’s collections; and dynamic traveling exhibitions. WSHM is one of six downtown Tacoma 
museums, and is walking distance to Tacoma Art Museum, the Museum of Glass, and Children’s Museum of 
Tacoma. WSHM is also within blocks of the recently renovated Marriott Courtyard and boutique Hotel Murano.  
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