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Process Paper

Patricia Era Bath, a woman who broke racial, gender, medical, and economic barriers to
save the sight of millions, deserves the opportunity to be showcased during this year’s NHD
contest. In looking for an NHD topic, I considered several prominent women, each with their
own barriers to overcome in the pursuit of their goals. I felt that Patricia Bath accomplished at
least as much as the other prominent women, however she was the least recognized. Her major
contributions in the field of ophthalmology broke the barriers for access to quality eye care and
saved the sight of millions worldwide. It is for these reasons that I felt Dr. Bath embodied this
year’s NHD theme, and why I chose her for my topic.
This year for competition I decided to create a historical documentary for the project
medium. Dr. Bath had a rich and complex history of barriers and accomplishments. A
documentary allows the audience to see the subject interact in the society that shaped them and
allows the viewer to experience the magnitude of their situation. I felt that a historical
documentary was the right medium to showcase the struggles Patricia Bath overcame.
Being a person of great importance, but little known to many, finding and verifying
information about her and her accomplishments was a challenge. Since she passed away in
2019, many of the published sources gave a brief synopsis of her life. The few other published
sources contained narrow, sometimes conflicting accounts and information. I started my
research with secondary sources to gain general knowledge. Then I watched and read primary
source videos, interviews, and documents demonstrating her life, accomplishments, and the
barriers she faced on the way to her success. To verify conflicting information and increase my
knowledge, I asked my eye doctor, who explained her invention, the Laserphaco Probe. I also

read parts of the 5 patents she filed for the Laserphaco Probe. To delve deeper into her past, and
verify conflicting information, I contacted Erika Bath, Dr. Bath’s daughter; however, she
declined to comment. I then visited my local family genealogy center. There I charted her family
tree back five generations on her mother’s side, and back to the port of the West Indies on her
father’s side. I found early records of her mother’s family living in Milton, Caswell, North
Carolina. I found the ship’s manifest containing her father’s entry into Ellis Island, in 1929, and
his Petition for Naturalization. Getting the story right, allowed me to understand the struggles
Dr. Bath overcame and the determination for excellence she possessed.
Patricia Era Bath embodies the struggles faced by many who achieve great feats. She
broke racial, gender, medical and economic barriers in her passionate pursuit to save the sight of
millions around the world. It is for these reasons that I believe this National History Day
Competition submission is the best way to honor the legacy of breaking barriers in history, and
bring attention to the inspiration, and pioneer that was Dr. Patricia Bath.
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importance of Dr. Bath’s Community Ophthalmology program in breaking the barriers to
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African American Remember Discrimination of the Past – YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSaq5d_2TEs. This video was only published on YouTube,
and appears to be from a reliable primary source; however, the source could not be
verified. This video had a clipping of US President Lyndon Johnson signing the Civil
Rights Act, which I used in my documentary to show the signing of the Act, and the
people present during the signing.
Agee, James, Janice Loeb, and Helen Levitt. In the Street. 1948. Video. Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/mbrs01863585/. This video is a silent film, shot
at the time, 1948, on the streets of Harlem, New York. It shows daily life on the streets,
people of all ages, playing, arguing, dancing, fighting. It shows misery, happiness, and
the general decay of living conditions for those living in Harlem in 1948. I used sections
of this video to add visual strength to my narration in my documentary.
American Negro. Unreleased Documentary From 1960 – YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGFOM4ARzsU. This National Archives video was
only published on YouTube, and appears to be from a reliable primary source, however,
the source could not be verified. This video gives a strong statement on how it felt to be
African American during the 1960’s, the struggles one faced in overcoming racism in the

pursuit of a goal. This video also provided good visual footage to accompany my
narration.
Brown v. Board of Education in PBS’ The Supreme Court-YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTGHLdr-iak. This video was only published on YouTube,
and appears to be from a reliable primary source; however, the source could not be
verified. I used this video, as visual only, to my narration about the barriers African
Americans had to overcome, and the barriers that Dr. Bath had to break to achieve her
goals.
Center, Smithsonian Lemelson. “Innovative Lives: The Right To Sight: Patricia Bath.” Lemelson
Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation, 7 June 2019,
https://invention.si.edu/innovative-lives-right-sight-patricia-bath. The several Dr. Bath
quotes in this article speak to her determination to succeed and helped her break the
barriers to her success. I used the video of her working in her lab as part of the visual for
my narration: “sought out colleagues overseas who were racial and gender blind,” to keep
her research going forward.
Children Of Harlem (1967) -- YouTube. www.youtube.com/watch?v=_43KbTI_Oxo&t=1095s.
This video was only published on YouTube, and appears to be from a reliable primary
source, however, the source could not be verified. This video gives a view of Harlem,
valuable in showing how people lived, played, and general conditions of life during the
1960’s in Harlem New York. I used video only footage in the introduction of my
documentary for emphasis, and to set the mood for the rest of the documentary.
FBI Director J Edgar Hoover says FBI won’t protect civil rights workers- YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nfgzrkx5vA&t=236s. This video was only published on

YouTube, and appears to be from a reliable primary source; however, the source could
not be verified. This is video of the opening of the Jackson, Mississippi FBI office on
July 10th, 1964. In this video J. Edgar Hoover discusses involvement in protecting
citizens from the Civil Rights Act. I use a short piece of this video to give visual only
representation to his quote “Freedom does not come by law alone.” That I use in my
documentary.
Giving sight to the blind Swaziland-YouTube. www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv9fiBog8vU. This
video was only published on YouTube. This video appears to be a reliable primary video
source; however, the source could not be verified. I used a short portion of this video to
represent my Community Ophthalmology narration in two sections of my documentary.
Gregory J. Toatley Jr. Times Magazine. Patricia Bath On Being The First Person To Invent &
Demonstrate Laserphaco Cataract Surgery | TIME – YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcE_QMTBNW4. This video was only available on
YouTube. This video appears to be a reliable primary video source as it is Dr. Bath
herself talking about her inventions, and struggles. The video contains key pieces of Dr.
Bath dialogue and good video images of body language. I will use these key pieces of
video in my documentary to emphasize her struggles and how she overcame them.
Lasik Vietnam. How the Eye Sees as a Cataract Forms - YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rEmPpY874I. This video was only available on YouTube.
This video appears to be a reliable video source; however, the source could not be
verified. It was particularly helpful in understanding and visually explaining in simple
terms how a cataract is formed. I used a short section of this video as a visual only aide

in my documentary to explain how a cataract is formed in the shortest, and simplest way
possible.
Modares, Susan. “Harlem History.” Inside Out, May 8 2014.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXTlbcSYtSM&t=961s. In this video I found video only
footage for my narration on gender not being intended as part of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act. There were other sources of this footage, but none were as clear, or as crisp as the
one on this video. I used this footage to emphasize my narration point that society did
not really consider gender as being equal.
Nakamya, Molly, director. Eye Care - Vision 2014. Kampala Uganda, 23 Sept. 2014.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkIj32AVtIY&t=17s. This is a video documenting
German eye care professional, and their trip to the Luwero District of Uganda to perform
eye exams, provide education and training, and eye surgeries. This video does a good
job of showing the many areas of eye education and training involved in an effective eye
care outreach program, like Community Ophthalmology, and small sections are used in
my documentary as visual aids to my narration. One good testimonial of a young boy,
and a section showing a woman dancing as a gift to the doctors for the services they
performed for her, are used in my documentary to show how grateful patients are to have
these services.
“Patricia Bath.” LaserFest, laserfest.org/lasers/pioneers/bath.cfm. This is video footage of Dr.
Bath giving a report at The American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery
Convention in Orlando, Florida in 1987. Her presentation titled “Excimer Laser Cataract
Surgery – A Preliminary Report” explains her findings that led to the Laserphaco Probe.

I used part of this video footage in my documentary to help explain the Laserphaco Probe
and her success.
“Patricia Bath Talks about the Possibilities of Optics--OSA”, The Optical Society, 2 May
2019. In this video, Dr. Patricia Bath talks from the heart about the results of her work
and the future of curing blindness. This is a short first-person account of her life, and
medical career, in her own words. I used a short section of the video to emphasize her
goals during my conclusion.
Thea UK. Helen Bond - Nutrition and Maintaining Eye Health - YouTube.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwhwvaePPU8. This video was only published on
YouTube. This video appears to be a reliable primary video source; however, the source
could not be verified. This video has a good section of eye blinking visuals linked
together making a good visual only introduction piece in my documentary. Helen Bond
is a licensed nutritionist in the United Kingdom who explains reasons why good eye
health has a strong nutrition component and how we all should eat foods good for our
eyes. I used the information to understand how nutrition plays a large role in the history
of African American eye health and why Dr. Bath was passionate about education on
nutrition to help combat eye diseases.
“Trailblazers and Lost Einsteins: Women Inventors and the Future of American Innovation:
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary.” Meeting | Hearings | United States
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/trailblazers-andlost-einsteins-women-inventors-and-the-future-of-american-innovation. This was a video
of Dr. Bath’s testimony before the Senate Subcommittee on Intellectual Property, April
3rd, 2019, 2:45 PM, Dirksen Senate Office Building RM 226, Chairman Tillis presiding.

Dr. Bath gave testimony on her experience and the experiences of other women
scientists. She explained how they were not given credit for their discoveries, but instead
the credit went to their male colleagues. She promoted woman and science, and asked
for intervention to help women scientists receive the credit they deserved. I used this
video of her testimony, as visual only to my narration, in by documentary to show her
advocacy of women and women in science.

