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Process Paper
I’ve always had an interest in The Holocaust. I’ve watched films and read books on it for
many years. Last summer my grandpa and I were watching a documentary on National
Geography about The Hitler Youth. It was fascinating to me how millions of children could
believe the ridiculous rhetoric the Nazis preached. I decided it would be a fascinating project
and proceeded to rid of my research from my old topic I had thought of.
To begin, I started with doing background research. I learned some interesting
information about how the group was started and what kind of activities they took part in from
The Holocaust Memorial Museum and books. After some time, I decided I should try to find
books written by people who were actually in the Hitler Youth, and found quite a few. After
that, I began researching how the Hitler Youth was able to thrive. By that time I had established
that the barrier they broke through, which was their ignorance and prejudice, so I started
researching how they were able to break through that barrier. Using this knowledge, I looked for
textbooks the Nazis had used for the Hitler Youth to teach them, and I also looked at education
standards at the time. I looked at letters and diaries written by the Hitler Youth at the time to
understand how their feelings and perspectives, and how those thoughts progressed after the war.
Then, I began contacting experts on Nazism and World War Two. Lastly, I was able to speak
with a woman who had a very unique story and was a young girl in Germany during World War
Two and avoided indoctrination by the Nazis.
I decided to do an exhibit because it is what I am best at, and it also fit my topic best. For
my past three projects I also chose to do an exhibit because I enjoy putting it together and
designing it and I’m an artistic person. An exhibit was also best for my project because there are

many primary documents such as photos, letters and diaries of the Hitler Youth. There is also a
vast amount of propaganda used by the Nazis, and artwork depicting Hitler Youth uniforms. This
is very important to see because it helps put the Hitler Youth into historical perspective and
conveys how the Nazis were able to indoctrinate them.
The Hitler Youth is related to the theme because they had two major breakthroughs. The
first was when the Nazis turned innocent children into racist bigots by using extreme
indoctrination tactics and convincing them that the Jews were evil, and Hitler was the Fuher.
The second was when they were able to break through their barrier of bigotry and Anti-Semitism
by taking re-education classes, learning about the Holocaust, and the meaning of democracy.
Many former members talk of the pain and guilt they faced after the war, and continue to face
today, and how hard it was for them to realize Hitler’s true intentions.
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