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Process Paper
When I began looking for an NHD topic, I knew I wanted a topic that was involved with
civil rights, specifically on gender or racial issues. After researching multiple events, I narrowed
my potential NHD topic to two women who had broken barriers in space: Sally Ride and Mae
Jemison. After researching both women further, I decided to study Mae Jemison as my NHD
topic. This allowed me to address the civil rights movement that occurred within America in the
1960’s, an event that has impact on my family.
I began to research Mae Jemison on multiple platforms, with most of the being
biographies about her. I used information I gathered from those sources as a starting point for the
rest of my project. I took my search to YouTube, where I found multiple videos of her sharing
her story. Although I could have easily filled up the ten-minute documentary with information I
gathered from these sources, I realized Jemison’s story is not just about her, but about barriers
that were broken which allowed for her to enter space. Multiple barriers were broken that
allowed for Jemison to enter space, but there were two that I decided to focus on: racial and
technological barriers. Although gender barriers had to be broken to make it socially acceptable
for Jemison to enter space, I focused on racial barriers that had limited her. This is because the
Civil Rights Movement would have personally affected her more than the Woman Rights
movement. I researched both the Space Race and the Civil Rights Movement to show how
society had to shift from when she was born to when she entered space. Upon entering space, she
broke gender and racial barrier, showing that the prejudice that society had previously placed on
her gender and race were false. Once I realized this, I researched how her breaking barriers has
impacted current society. I also thought it was important to mention what she was currently

doing because she is still actively changing the world. So, I included how she is currently
attempting to break current technological barriers to make interstellar travel possible.
While conducting my research, I concluded that a documentary would be the best
presentation style for Jemison’s story. It is a recent enough event that there are many videos and
photos about her life. Also, a documentary allowed me to tell a story through music. To begin the
video-making process, I wrote and recorded a script. From there, I edited the recorded script and
entered it into a video-making program along with the interviews of Jemison I had. Once I had
the audio aligned so it was under the time limit, I inserted the photos and text to bring the whole
documentary together. I continuously was finding photos to include throughout the documentary
making process, because if you think you have enough photos, you do not. I continued to re-edit
the documentary until it was competition day.
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