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HECLA 
A Century of Western Mining 

John Fahey 

0 f the pioneer mining companies formed in the
Coeur d'Alene district before 1900, Hecla is the 

last in business. The North Idaho mining company that 
started with a $150 hillside lead and silver claim in 
1885 has developed today into a diverse international 
corporation. This colorful chronicle of its origin, 
development, and cyclical fortunes gives the reader 
an insider's look at the making of mines and a 
singular vantage point into western mining. 

262 pp., illus. • Clothbound, $24.95 

Available through your local bookstore 

or call 1-800-441-4115 
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BY DAVID L. NICANDRI 

f there is a generalized theme to the articles in this issue of Columbia, it might be 
"path-breaking." Our cover story focuses on the clearing of prairies by native 
peopies, followed by the similar use of fire by growers to make way for their crops. 
At the mega-scientific and technological end of the spectrum you will find S. L. 
Sanger's essay on what might be termed Washington's "nuclear pioneers." 
Similarly, James Gibson's and Ruth Kirk's articles on general aspects of the 

Hudson's Bay Company's operations and a specific case study, respectively, highlight 
the period of the Euro-American vanguard in the Northwest. 

There is a new group of path-breakers on the Washington State Historical Society 
scene that I want to bring to your attention. I am referring to the members who responded 
to the first Annual Fund appeal. Their names are listed below, and I want to acknowledge 
their generosity in this, the most public and enduring vehicle at the Society's disposal. 

Mary E. Anderson, Shelton 
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Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Nelson, Tacoma 
Ted and Sharlene P. Nelson, Federal Way 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Nokes, 

Tigard, Oregon 
Harold F. Osborne, Kingston 
Richard W. Peterson, Seattle 
John Pound, Seattle 
Weldon W. Rau, Olympia 
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Shaw, Tacoma 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Simpson, Port Townsend 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. F. Spellman, 
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Michael S. Sullivan, Tacoma 
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Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Weller, Tacoma 
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It is true that there are many ways to become 
a "contributor"; by donating an artifact or 
manuscript collection, volunteering time, 
or writing a check. The important thing is to 
recognize that the membership of WSHS is 
the Society in many respects, and that, like 
the board and the staff, they are leaders and 
path-breakers in their own right. 

Subscribers Become Members 
Readers of Columbia who are not 
already members of the Washington 
State Historical Society are urged to 
join in one of the categories listed; a 
subscription to Columbia is included. 
Schools, libraries and historical 
associations may take advantage of our 
"subscription only" category for $25 
annually. 

Individual $28 
Family $40 
Student $16 
Senior $25 
Sustaining $100 

Membership applications 
should be addressed to: 

Washington State Historical Society 
315 North Stadium Way 

Tacoma, WA 98403 
(206) 593-2830 



HISTORY 
COMMENTARY 

The Return of the American Frontier 
n 1893 Frederick Jackson Turner declared the 19th-century 
frontier closed. The nation accepted his conclusion, and the 
frontier faded from its awareness, but there is a growing belief 
that a vast frontier has survived throughout the 20th century 
in a hidden form few Americans recognize. An even larger 

frontier will re-emerge in clear public view in the 21st century as a 
predictable result of governmental and private actions now well 
underway. The 21st-century frontier, more than those of the 19th 
and 20th centuries, will constitute a deliberate human creation 
impossible to overlook. 

Turner based his declaration that the frontier was closed on a 
specific finding of the 1890 census-that there was no longer a 
continuous line west of which there were fewer than 2 people per 
square mile (equivalent to Seattle's having no more than 169 
people). A century later, the declaration looks odd and premature. 
The idea of a single national frontier line as the boundary now seems 
a huge, meaningless statistical abstraction caused by the east-to-west 
movement of 19th-century white settlers. 

If we disaggregate the population density standard at a county 
level, the 1980censusshows 143 counties, all in Western states, with 
fewer than 2 people per square mile. The counties have a small total 
population of 572,000, representing one American in 396. But they 
are physically large; they have a total area of 949,500 square miles, 
over a quarter of the United States. For a place that is supposed to 
have disappeared generations ago, there is a lot of frontier left. 

The 19th-century investigators sometimes drew a less stringent 
frontier line that delimited areas with less than 6 people per square 
mile ( the equivalent of Seattle with no more than 507 people). Ifone 
includes counties with this higher density, the 20th-century Ameri
can frontier becomes truly impressive. Starting with the Great Plains 
and going west, every state but Hawaii adds at least 2 counties, for an 
overall Western total of 251 new counties in 18 states. 

The total population of the 394 Western frontier counties with 
less than 6 people per square mile is 2.239 million, around one 
percent of the American population. The area of the counties is 
1.614 million square miles, or 45 percent of the United States. 
Almost entirely contiguous, they come close to forming a 19th
century-style unified frontier zone. If one maps them, the national 
frontier line still has not crossed the Great Plains, just as it had not 
in 1880. The frontier, it turns out, never disappeared at all. 

On the 19th-century frontier Americans first acquired the land 
from Indians or the government and then allocated it among 
themselves, keeping much of it in federal hands. On the 20th
century frontier Americans primarily extracted natural resources 
from both public and private land. Secondarily, often reluctantly, 

they preserved the region's scenic, aesthetic and historic settings, 
typically on federal land such as national parks and forests. 

On the 21st-century frontier preservation will become more 
important than extracting resources. Tourism, recreation and retire
ment will become primary uses, while farming, ranching, logging and 
mining ( including for oil) will become secondary. This reversal ofuse 
will encompass both public and private land, and as it proceeds the 
Western frontier will expand. 

Across much of the 20th-century rural West extractive uses have 
long been in steep decline, with their low wages also falling. They 
suffer from wrenching boom-and-bust cycles whose bust sides are 
coming to predominate. They create immense environmental dam
age, and they produce dwindling communities that cannot hold their 
young, requiring increasingly questionable federal subsidies. 

These conditions chronically oppress large parts of the American 
countryside, but have hit with special accelerating force in the rural 
West. The region is already less populated, less economically diverse, 
more remote and arid, and often more ecologically vulnerable than 
the other suffering American hinterlands. In many places, especially 
Indian and Hispanic areas, the rural West is poorer than the other 
depressed regions. It is in the rural West that the 20th-century 
extractive economy is falling most behind its competing economies 
and regions. It will be in the rural West that the 21st-century 
preservation economy will most prominently emerge to supplant the 
extractive economy. Preservation will shape the 21st-century 
American frontier, and it will refocus the nation's attention on a land 
heritage it thought it had lost. 

igns of the coming transformation abound, and the West 
is a willing participant. Most Western states have histori
cally opposed the creation of national parks within their 
borders, regarding them as barriers to extracting resources 
as well as abdications of power to the federal government. 

Consequently, several of the most conservative states have had no 
national parks. Now they show enthusiasm for them. Nevada ac
quired its first park, Great Basin, on the border with central Utah, in 
1986; Idaho, with none, has been considering a series of parks in the 
northern Snake River Plain, the Owyhee River Canyons region and 
the present Sawtooth National Recreation Area; Alaska, which 
fiercely resisted the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act that created ten new parks in 1980, is now embracing the 
proposed joint U.S.-Russian park on both sides of the Bering Strait. 
The American portion, now the Bering Land Bridge National 
Preserve, is 4,400 square miles-the size of Connecticut. 

Consider the consequences of the recent onrush of Western 
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environmentalism, which often combines with public or private 
financial concerns to favor preservation over extraction. As of 1986 
the BureauofReclamationno longer builds the big, heavily-subsidized 
dam and irrigation projects that have made so much Western 
extraction possible. Instead, it now considers itself largely a con
servation agency concerned with the environmentally and eco
nomically wise use of the water its projects produce. 

Similarly, throughout the West the livestock and logging indus
tries have come under mounting environmental and economic 
pressure. In response, the large, mobile parts of both industries are 
increasingly shifting theiroperations from public land in the West to 
private land in the South. This logging pullback is visible in the 
national forests of California, Oregon and Washington. By 1989 
Florida, Kentucky and Tennessee each produced more cattle than 
Arizona, Idaho, New Mexico, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington or Wyoming. The most plausible uses replacing 
those on the abandoned lands of the West will usually be preserva
tionist. As environmentalism continues to gather strength globally 
in coming years, these uses will become even more dominant. 

Long-standing Western water transfers show much the same 
pattern: economic drainage of the frontier that in effect expands and 

intensifies it. Nearly all the transfers are rural-to-urban, and many are 
frontier-to-big-city, especially as the region's thirsty, comparatively 
wealthy and influential metropolises keep growing in arid settings at 
the expense of poorer, politically less-influential frontier areas. The 
on-the-ground effects of the transfers are widely acknowledged. In a 
1990 Arizona study at least three-quarters of the leaders in both 
water-gaining and -losing communities agreed that the latter would 
suffer in agricultural productivity, overall growth, ability to protect 
their way of life, flexibility in their land-use choices, and environ
mental quality. 

Additional trends that are only emerging today will also help 
create the 21st-century frontier. Whatever its economic rationale, 
the ongoing deregulation of the airline, trucking, railroad, bus and 
telephone industries will further isolate many remote Western places 
by making it still harder for the industries and places to afford each 

other. Cutbacks in medical, educational and other public services 
will have comparable frontier-making impacts. So will the extensive 
land buy-ups by the Nature Conservancy and similar preservation
minded organizations. When its final results are in, the 1990 census 
will probably show more frontier counties than did the 1980 census. 
Twenty-first-century census reports will show more yet. 

W hat will the 21st-century American frontier look 
like? It will have grown and become more visible. 
Large chunks of the rural West, no longer useful 
for most private enterprise, will eventually drift 
into public or quasi-public holdings. More ghost 

towns will appear, to join the large number that already exist in, for 
example, the eastern reaches of Oregon and Washington. National 
parks, national forests, federal wildlife refuges, their state counter
parts and Indian reservations will all be larger, more prevalent and 
better protected than they are today. For instance, the recent, 
seemingly unlikely environmental goal of creating buffer zones in 
Montana and Idaho to help insulate Yellowstone National Park from 
development pressures may well become a reality. 

In some parts of the West, today's occa
sional fax-and-Fedex culture of transplanted 
urbanites doing essentially urban jobs in (or 
from) frontier settings will spread. Towns such 
as Kalispell, Montana, exemplify this on-line 
West, this urbanly accessible frontier. In other 
places extractive industries will retain or 
strengthen their hold. Sometimes they will 
become more specialized, pursuing what the 
Stanford Research Institute has called niche 
agriculture or its equivalents. In other cases 
extractive industries will become more verti
cally integrated, as large agribusiness, timber 
or energy companies intensify their already 
near-feudal grip on ever-more-isolated fron
tier towns and counties. But throughout the 
West extractive activities will give way to 
preservation, as part of the national-even 
worldwide-triumph of the service economy. 

The return of the American frontier will 
have profound political and cultural effects 

that are now largely unknowable. Unlike the 19th-century frontier, 
the 21st-century frontier will not be a place to conquer. Unlike the 
20th-century frontier, it will not be a place to ignore. Unlike the 
frontiers of both the 19th- and 20th-centuries, it will be primarily an 
area that will fall between present-day agriculture and full-scale 
wilderness. Call it a kinder, gentler frontier, or maybe the end-of
history frontier. If we are lucky, it will be a frontier which can sustain 
development. If we are unlucky, it will be a wasteland. We are no 
longer a frontier nation, but we are still a nation with a frontier--one 
that will expand far into the next century. 

-Frank]. Popper and Deborah E. Popper 

Frank]. Popper chairs the Urban Studies Department at Rutgers University in 
New Jersey, where Deborah E. Popper is in the Geography Department. This 
article draws on their presentation to the Western History Association in Sparks, 
Nevada, in October 1990. 
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Field Burning in the Willamette Valley 

n the morning of August 3, 1988, 
Willamette Valley grass-seed grower 
Paul Stutzman set fire to the straw re
maining in his recently harvested grass
seed field, which lay one-eighth of a 

mile west oflnterstate 5. Stutzman was engaging in 
an agricultural practice developed some 40 years 
ago by an Oregon State College plant pathologist to 
rid grass croplands of disease. As Stutzman watched 
billows of smoke rise from his fields, he may have 
thought about the . then-quiescent 20-year protest 
against field burning waged by citizens concerned 
with smoke polluting Oregon's most heavily popu
lated areas during the summer. Stutzman was not 
aware, however, that cinders from flames engulfing 
his field would drift to the east and settle in dried 
grasses alongside the freeway. There, the cinders 
ignited another fire whose smoke enveloped the 
freeway, obscuring vision of automobile drivers. 
When the smoke cleared, 23 vehicles lay mangled 
on the highway in one of Oregon's worst auto acci
dents: 7 people died and 37 others were injured. 

By 
Peter G. Boag 

.. ~~;~ 
Scene 

after burning 
of prairies at 

Finley Wildlife 
Refuge near 

Corvallis. The 
native Western 

White Oak, 
whose bark 

makes it 
resistant to 
low-burning 
grass fires, 

appears to be 
unharmed. 

When Paul Stutzman put the torch to his fields that 
warm summer morning, he unwittingly rekindled a 
controversy smoldering in the Willamette Valley. 

Fire has a long history in Oregon's Willamette 
Valley as an ecological tool to shape and control the 
environment. Prehistorically, if left in a natural 
state, the valley would have been forested with big 
leaf maple, Douglas fir and possibly grand fir. But, in 
order to ensure an abundance of the animals and 
plants essential to their economy, the Kalapuya 
Indians used fire to shape the Willamette Valley's 
vegetation. Because of this burning, a myriad of 
wild grasses, well suited to clay soils and seasonal 
extremes of wet and dry, covered the valley at the 
time of first European contact. 

Early European and Euro-American visitors to 
the Willamette Valley left less than glowing de
scriptions of the scenery after Indian burning. 
David Douglas remarked in September 1826: 
"Country undulating; soil rich, light with beautiful 
solitary oaks and pines interspersed through it, and 
must have a fine effect, but being burned and not a 
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single blade of grass except on the margins of rivu
lets to be seen." In September 1841, Charles Wilkes 
wrote: "The country had an uninviting look, from 
the fact that it had been overrun by fire, which had 
destroyed all the vegetation except the oak trees, 
which appeared not to be injured." Of the smoke 
which filled the valley during burning, Wilkes' as
sociate W. D. Brackenridge reported on September 
15, 1841, "Day very fine but dense with the smoke 
from prairies in vicinity." 

The viewers quoted above made their reports 
during or just after the time of Indian firing. When 
these observers, and others, came to the Willamette 
at other times of the year, they had nothing but 
praise for the remarkable beauty of its prairies. As 
early as 1814 trapper Alexander Henry noted, "The 
country is pleasant .... At a short distance are 
ranges of grassy hills, where not a single stick of 
wood grows; the prospect is delightful in summer, 
when blooming and verdant." Charles Wilkes com
mented in June 1841, "We passed in going thither, 
several fine prairies .... They were . . . carpeted 
with the most luxuriant growth of flowers, of the 
richest tints of red, yellow and blue .... " In 1851 
Wilson Blain wrote, "Turning this point, we im
mediately enter Pearl Valley, which some have 
designated 'land of the Bashan,' on account of its 
unusual fertility and luxuriant grasses. It is ... a 
beautiful area .... " 

Many of these early viewers of the Willamette 

Decades of 
field burning, 
first by Native 

Americans 
and later by 
grass seed 
growers, 

resulted in 
expansive 

grasslands like 
this in the 
Willamette 

Valley. 

recognized the connection between Indian burning 
and the aesthetic appeal and environment of the 
valley. Francis Xavier Matthieu found the valley in 
1846 "beautifully diversified ... , the practice of 
the Indians ... of burning the prairies over, having 
brought the whole country . . . to the condition of 
a park." Charles Wilkes commented about the 
valley's surrounding forests, which had the "ap
pearance of being attended to and kept free from 
undergrowth. This is difficult to account for, except 
through the agency of fire .... " 

E arly and mid 19th-century white ex
plorers and inhabitants of the Wil
lamette Valley used a language to de
scribe their surroundings that did not 
debate the merits of Indian burning. 

Nonetheless, in this language there can be detected 
a subtle, though clearly defined, tension in the ap
preciation of the aesthetics of the Willamette envi
ronment. Visitors to the valley during the few 
weeks in September were greeted by blackened 
prairies and smoke-filled skies. If they came at al
most any other time of year, they were greeted with 
extensive, luxuriant grasslands, and prairies filled 
with a variety of colorful flowers. This tension of 
environmental aesthetics is the forerunner of the 
modern field-burning controversy in Oregon's 
Willamette Valley. 

Time and space do not allow a complete review 
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of the agricultural and environmental history of the 
Willamette Valley between the 1840s and 1940s. 
Large-scale immigrations of whites at the beginning 
of this hundred-year span brought an end to the 
Kalapuyas' burning of the prairies; by the end of it 
farmers found fire a useful tool in the emerging grass 
seed agricultural economy. 

At the risk of oversimplifying, it can be said that 
between the 1840s and 1900 wheat was the single 
most important crop in the Willamette Valley. Its 
dominance was especially profound between the 
1860s and 1880s. Beginning in the 1880s, but most 
certainly from 1900 into the 1930s, Willamette 
Valley agriculture became increas-

Valley. First came seed-producing and nitrogen-fix
ing legumes such as clover and vetch. By the 1930s 
the Willamette Valley became the major domestic 
source for United States vetch seed. In the 1920s 
Willamette Valley farmers began to sow annual 
ryegrass as a back-up crop for when other grain 
crops did poorly. By the 1930s perennial ryegrass 
could be found in the valley, as well as other grass
seed crops such as fescues, bluegrasses, cheat grasses 
and orchard grasses. 

The grass-seed industry in the Willamette expe
rienced a meteoric rise, especially in the southern 
portion of the valley, after 1930. The ecology of 

the Willamette Valley is ideal for 
ingly diversified, though still into 
the 1920s wheat, as a single crop, 
was planted in the highest number 
of acres. It was during this period, 
however, that other crops like oats, 
vetch and hay, fruit and nut or
chards, and dairy and poultry be-_ 
came increasingly important to the 

After 100 years of 
absence, fire once again became 
an essential component of the 

Willamette Valley's environment 
and economy. 

grasses, a fact to which the earliest 
European and Euro-American view
ers of the valley environment could 
testify. The flat land and heavy clay 
soils soak up and retain large 
amounts of water during winter and 
spring. The soil retains its moisture 
through early summer, at which 
time grass seed matures. Then, the Willamette Valley agricultural eco-

nomy. Also beginning in the 1890s, but more ap
parent from 1900 through the 1920s, farmers con
verted much of the valley's poorly-drained clay soil 
prairie land to pasturage, and increasingly culti
vated the fertile and well-drained floodplains. 

A number of interrelated factors contributed to 
these changes. First, combined social and economic 
forces in the early 20th century led to a growing 
urban population and declining rural population, as 
family farms gradually gave way to large-scale com
mercial ventures. Another economic factor con
tributing to the abandonment of the valley prairie 
farmland was the drop in the price of wheat below 
local production costs in the wake of World War I. 
By the 1890s Willamette Valley wheat producers 
had already been in fierce competition with the 
newly emerging center for production, the Inland 
Empire of eastern Washington and northeastern 
Oregon. Human-caused changes in and natural exi
gencies of the valley's ecology also contributed. 
Valley soils, having been depleted after years of 
intensive cultivation, combined with their pre
dominance of heavy clay and marshy condition 
during the long, wet winter season, and the climate 
in general, could not support the traditional wheat 
crop and compete with the Inland Empire. Finally, 
as agriculture grew more diversified and dairy 
farming gained in importance, pastureland natu
rally expanded. 

Beginning in 1900 and continuing into the 
1940s, a series of ecologically and economically 
suitable crops were introduced into the Willamette 

warm days of July and August allow seeds to dry 
before harvest. 

I nother factor in the strength of the 
Willamette grass-seed industry con
cerns economy. Beginning in the 1930s, 
grasses came into demand. Federal soil 
conservation programs used grasses to 

stabilize soils, and encouraged farmers to use them 
in crop rotation, as a winter crop cover, and for 
livestock forage. This demand was then buttressed 
by the demand from homeowners for lawn grass, 
and increasing numbers of city parks and golf 
courses, and finally a growing foreign market after 
World War II. 

In 1930 less than 10,000 Willamette Valley 
acres held grass-seed crops; by 1940 this number 
had risen to only about 11,000. It was at this time 
that the fledgling grass-seed industry encountered 
its first crisis. By the early 1940s a fungus, blindseed 
disease ( Gloeatina or Phialea temulenta), infected the 
valley's ryegrass crops in epidemic proportions. 
John Hardison, an Oregon State College agricul
ture research pathologist, found that burning har
vested grass fields eliminated the fungus from the 
following year's crop, thereby increasing the yield. 
Soon another economic benefit from the use of fire 
became apparent: it removed straw left after harvest 
in an efficient and cheap manner. After 100 years of 
absence, fire once again became an essential com
ponent of the Willamette Valley's environment 
and economy. 
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By 1950 the number of acres sown to grasses rose 
to around 100,000; from 1960 to 1982 the number 
of acres in grass-seed crops has remained almost 
constant at around 300,000. In the 1960s farmers, 
in uncontrolled and unregulated bums, annually 
torched about 260,000 acres of grass-seed cropland. 
The smoke from these bums often enveloped the 
Willamette Valley's growing metropolitan areas. 

A t the same time that the ever-increasing 
summer field-burning smoke affected 
the valley's growing urban and subur
ban areas, Governor Tom McCall 
(196 7 -7 5) led Oregonians in a crusade 

to reverse environmental deterioration in the state. 
This crusade would ultimately include the Oregon 
Bottle Bill, a ban on ozone-harming fluorocarbons, 
and the Oregon Scenic Rivers law. 
In 1967 McCall secured strict legis
lation not only to clean up the all- 11 
but-ecologically-dead Willamette ~ 

i 
River, but also to protect its banks " 

e 
from development. Six years later ~ 

0 

the legislature passed the Willa- ~ 
2 

mette River Greenway Plan, which : 
allowed the state to acquire ease- § 
ments for parks along the river. -" 
And, significantly, the Greenway cl 
Plan was designed to maintain the 0 

viability of farming in the Wil- i 
~ lamette Valley. In 1969 McCall 

brought to fruition the Land Con
servation and Development Com
mission, which required all Oregon 
towns and counties to zone their 
lands in order to regulate growth, 
concentrate industry in designated 
areas, and prevent urban sprawl. 

The seasonal but very apparent 
air pollution of field burning was not 
immune from this environmental 
movement. Because of weather and 
geography, smoke intruded into the 
Eugene-Springfield area, in the 
southern portion of the valley, more often than any 
other urban area in the 1960s. It is not surprising, 
then, that Eugene citizens led the urban protest 
against the smoke. Representatives to the state gov
ernment unsuccessfully introduced legislation to 
curb and control field burning as early as 1965. By 
1969 conditions in the southern Willamette Valley 
had reached crisis proportions. Tom McCall lent 
his sympathies. On August 3 he described the situ
ation as "completely intolerable .... It is ridiculous 
that while we are phasing out Wigwam burners and 

Not until after 
World War II 
did grass seed 

become a 
valuable cash 

crop in the 
Willamette 
Valley. Its 
economic 

importance was 
preceded by 
wheat in the 
19th century, 

and in the early 
20th century by 

vetch, shown 
here at harvest 

time. 

other polluting industrial practices we allow our
selves to be subjected to this air pollution, which 
shocks our sensibilities and is a threat to health and 
safety." 

But when a ten-member Eugene delegation met 
with him under the sunny skies of Salem a week 
later, on August 12, McCall could only tell them 
that the state legislature left him powerless to do 
anything about field burning. As the delegation 
somberly returned to Eugene they were met with 
one of the worst smoke episodes to date. Mayor Les 
Anderson immediately telephoned McCall, re
questing him to come to Eugene and see the prob
lem for himself. And McCall came. From Skinner 
Butte, McCall and a group of local officials looked 
into the smoke-laden air hovering over Eugene. 
The governor, with squinting, watery eyes, queried 

the small crowd, "Does this stuff bother your eyes?" 
After a moment a voice in the crowd was heard to 
claim, "It does mine." At the affirmative response, 
McCall, a giant of a man in many respects, report
edly feigned relief and, still squinting, said, "I 
thought maybe I was a pansy." He dubbed what he 
witnessed "the scene that can't be seen." 

The governor now reversed his position and is
sued an executive order banning field burning for 
ten days. He stated, "Leaving aside all aesthetic 
considerations I find that an emergency situation 
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exists requiring prompt and firm action to amelio
rate a grave and imminent danger to the public 
health and safety." 

For an entire decade from this infamous day in 
1969, known as Black Tuesday, the flames of con
troversy raged at various levels of state and local 
government. The controversy has traditionally 
been seen in terms of urban versus rural, town ver
sus country, and city versus farm. But by listening 
carefully to the language used in the controversy, 
we can see that the problem has much deeper, his
torical roots in the Northwest: the difficulty of inte
grating environmental and aesthetic protection 
with economic development. 

Macpherson, representing rural, grass-seed depen
dent Linn County, warned that if burning were 
banned, sterilants, herbicides and insecticides 
might be introduced into the Willamette Valley 
environment. Even more ominous was his warning 
that farmers would go out of business and give up 
development rights to their lands and "nothing is 
quite so frightening as wall to wall people in the 
Willamette Valley." This new line of defense an
ticipated by almost two years McCall's now-famous 
"grasping wastrels" speech to the Oregon legisla
ture, in which he warned against the "shameless ... 
unfettered despoiling of the land ... the ravenous 

rampage of suburbia in the Willa
In the language McCall used on 

August 3 and August 12, 1969, he 
immediately couched the offensive 
position in terms of public health 
and safety, hinging it on the envi
ronmental consideration of clean 
air. He even hinted that one way to 
stop field burning might be through 
a lawsuit, arguing it is the public's 

For an entire decade from this 
infamous day in 1969, known as 

Black Tuesday, the flames of 
controversy raged at various levels of 

state and local government. 

mette Valley ... , [which) mock 
Oregon's status as the environmen
tal model for the nation." One and a 
half years after arguing from a purely 
economic perspective, the grass
seed industry effectively co-opted 
McCall's language of environmen
tal protest, integrated it with a 

civil right to breathe fresh air. Undoubtedly, the 
"scene that [couldn't) be seen" influenced his lan
guage as well, and although he thought he put aes
thetic considerations aside in issuing his order, by 
simply mentioning them he all but equated them 
with environmental reasons for the ban. 

N ot surprisingly, grass-seed growers im
mediately countered with an economic 
argument. Charles Kizer, chairman of 
the Oregon Seed League Field Sanita
tion Committee, responded to McCall's 

statements, "I don't think it is reasonable to ask 
farmers to ... stop something that is essential to 
their next year's livelihood." Between August and 
September seed industry representatives frantically 
cited the annual importance of the seed industry to 
Oregon's economy at anywhere from thirty million 
to two-and-a-half billion dollars. A ban on field 
burning, they argued, would "drive agriculture right 
out of the state" because no efficient and economic 
alternatives had been found. 

The tide was turning against the grass-seed grow
ers. In the spring of 1971 the state senate and house 
of representatives debated and passed legislation to 
phase out field burning in the Willamette Valley by 
January 1, 1975. 

The grass-seed industry, anticipating such a de
cision, attempted to redefine their language of 
economic defense by drawing on the language of 
the environmental movement. Thus on March 2, 
1971, at a legislative hearing, Senator Hector 

This 1909 
Harry Murphy 

promotional 
cartoon reveals 

Oregon's 

sound economic argument, and 
made the language its own. 

Even more interesting is the fact that at this 
same hearing Maradel Gale, president of the Or
egon Environmental Council, took Macpherson's 
bait and stated that while her group "feels the termi
nation of field burning is necessary ... it is impor
tant to keep ... agricultural use instead of opening 

since Oregon 
leads the nation 

in grass-seed 
production, if 
this cartoon 

were rendered 
today, grass 

seed would find 
a prominent -< 
place on the :@f 

Easter Bonnet. · 
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the Valley to subdivisions." Besides, she remarked, 
reminiscent of the 19th century, "greenfields are a 
pleasure to the eyes of all Oregonians." 

Over the next 10 to 20 years the urban protesters 
never again, after Gale's pronouncement, men
tioned, let alone questioned, the validity of the 
growers' environmental argument. In fact, from this 
1971 date the urban protest became all too appar
ently narrow in scope and singular in issue. Envi
ronmental quality was an urban concern only when 
it was the urban environment and its inhabitants 
who were adversely affected. For instance, a Salem 
newspaper editor proclaimed in 1973 that "next 
summer just has to be the last when half a million 
people are blinded, sooted and polluted so that an 
industry can make a profit." And in February 1975 
Mayor Les Anderson once again argued that "as 
long as field-burning persists, the seed-growers will 
be violating the constitutional rights of the people 
of Eugene to breathe clean air and see the sun." 

W hile legislation in the spring of 1971 
instituted stricter controls over burn
ing and required fees to be collected 
from growers to fund research into al
ternative measures, when 1975 rolled 

around, the date for the complete ban to become 
effective, it proved all but a dead letter. At this time 
the grass-seed industry took the offensive with its 

Cut off from 
salmon fishing 
at the falls of 

the Willamette 
River by the 

powerful 
Chinook 

Indians, the 
Kalapuya 

tribes, who 
lived south of 

the falls, 
depended more 
on vegetation as 

a food source. 
To ensure the 

growth of 
certain plants, 
such as their 

staple food 
camas, the 
Kalapuya 

traditionally 
burned the 
Willamette 

Valley, creating 
large patches of 

prairie. 

Eugenians were urged to take mass transit and leave 
their cars at home, they refused. Finally, growers 
argued the lack of economically feasible alterna
tives, and dangled the notion once more that "if 
farmers are forced out of the seed business, much of 
the land will eventually go for industrial develop
ment and residential use." 

The ban to go into effect in 197 5 was revoked, 
and the controversy raged anew. Over the next four 
years the Oregon legislature worked to reduce the 
numbers of acres burned to 95,000, and to ensure, 
through the active participation of the Department 
of Environmental Quality, that tough guidelines be 
followed when burning. But whenever smoke fil
tered into large urban and suburban areas, or when 
smoke enveloped highways and automobile acci
dents resulted, the controversy immediately took 
center stage. Urban protesters and grass-seed grow
ers again rallied to their respective causes. 

In the March 13, 1978, issue of the Portland 
news-magazine Willamette Week, "Gus" Keller, 
mayor of Eugene, and Gene Maudlin, communica
tions director for an Oregon Seed Trade Asso
ciation's lobbying group, faced off in an editorial 
debate. Keller defended Eugene's attempts to clean 
up its indigenous pollution and blamed the profit
motivated mentality of the grass-seed industry for 
"the pollution which intrudes [upon] Eugene." In 
his reply, Maudlin put forth a formidable argument 

own litany of environmental, 
aesthetic and economic con
siderations. The Oregon 

,------------------------------------ ~~ 

Grass Seed Council showed 
statistics indicating that 25 
square feet of actively growing 
grass released sufficient oxy-
gen into the air to sustain life 
for a grown person. The coun-
cil also noted that on a warm 
summer day one acre of grass is 
equal in cooling effect to a 70-
ton air conditioner. They 
showed that growing grass as a 
crop had stabilized Willa
mette Valley soils while 
wheat, which did not require 
burning, resulted in wind and 
water erosion, and therefore 
dust and gullies. The growers 
countered the smoke issue 
with newspaper articles from 
September 1974 showing that 
a carbon monoxide problem 
in Eugene resulted from auto-
mobile use, and that when 

C. 

.. -
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based on environment, aesthetics and economy. He 
showed evidence of the importance of grass-seed to 
Oregon's economy, that Eugene's summer pollution 
problem was self-created, and that no other suitable 
crop could be grown on the poorly-drained clay 
soils. Again he alluded to the many acres of grass
lands that "surrounded cities, or lie along much
used highways." In ways mirroring the eloquence of 
Chief Sealth's purported 185 5 lecture to the federal 
government, Maudlin commented: 

Should open field burning be phased out, these fields 
will become vulnerable to tract development, shop
ping centers, parking lots .... Lost would be the 
beautiful agrarian countryside close to the city {of 
Eugene] with its oxygen-producing plants performing 
day after day. Gone would be wildlife habitat, open 
space, food production capabilities, buffers for water 
supply, and critical wetlands . Gone will be forever 
another piece of the environment, another piece of 
that identifiable whole we call the quality of life. 

In late May 1979 the Oregon legislature passed a 
bill that increased the number of acres burned to 
250,000. It was the business-oriented governor 
Victor Atiyeh who introduced the legislation. 
Willamette Week described the bill as an environ
mental disaster. But surprisingly, in December of 
that year, the city of Eugene and grass-seed growers 
amicably signed an agreement designed "to ensure 
that no degradation of Eugene's air quality occurs 
from field burning and to assure the continued eco
nomic viability of the grass seed industry." 

D he decade of debate that began on Black 
Tuesday had ended. The Willamette 
Week proclaimed the controversy 
"Gone with the Wind." And in a sense 
that was true. A decade of DEQ study, 

the refinement of weather and wind predictions 
and of field-burning procedures now made it pos
sible to burn more acres of grass with less likelihood 
of the smoke invading Eugene and other Willa
mette Valley urban areas. 

The agreement between the city of Eugene and 
the grass-seed growers appeared a success for both 
sides. The heart of the agreement dealt with envi
ronmental protection of urban populations and the 
economic maintenance of agriculture so important 
to Oregon's economy and so important to retaining 
much of the valley in an undeveloped condition. 

From 1979 to 1988 the truce between the two 
sides held. Though the controversy occasionally 
flared up in isolated pockets around the valley, it 
was quickly suppressed. But the controversy contin-

In the 1940s 
Oregon grass-

seed crops 
suffered 
disease, 
reducing 
amounts 

harvested. 
A researcher 

found that 
burning the 
fields after 

harvest 
eliminated 

disease from 
the next year's 
crop and was a 

cost-effective 
way for farmers 

to get rid of 
leftover straw. 

ues to smolder because the arguments employed in 
the debate cannot extinguish the burning problem. 
The language has revolved around humanly ma
nipulated constructs of environment, aesthetics 
and economy, and has left out one crucial compo
nent: the broader environmental consideration 
that humans cannot control nature. 

During the summer of 1988, when Paul 
Stutzman's field-burning leaped out of control and 
smoke enveloped 1-5, resulting in one of the worst 
traffic accidents in Oregon's history, the contro
versy again came to the fore. It was predictable that 
protesters rallied to the same old colors, and the 
Oregon Seed Council prepared a glossy 32-page in
sert for Oregon Business magazine that argued more 
coherently than ever the economic importance of 
grass-seed to Oregon, the perfect ecology of the 
Willamette for grass-seed crops, the benevolence of 
grasses to the environment, and the aesthetic ap
peal of greenswards of grassland described in "tour
ism brochures." 

But the tragic failure of the language of contro
versy can be seen in that summer's accident. The 
controversy would not have flared again if the traf
fic accident had not occurred, and the accident 
would not have occurred if it had not been for 
quickly-changing wind conditions-the whim of 
nature-something that, despite more precise DEQ 
measurements, neither Eugenians nor grass-seed 
growers can control. But people did not and do not 
recognize this fact, and use the old language of con
troversy to blame each other. Indeed, the contro
versy that was gone with the wind has returned with 
it as well. 

Peter G. Boag is Assistant Professor of History at Idaho 
State University, and teaches Pacific Northwest, environ
mental and Native American history. He received his Ph.D. 
at the University of Oregon in 1988. 
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By R. Paul Tjossem 

NP vs. John Barleycorn 
"Demon Liquor" and the Building of the Stampede Pass Tunnel 

The rail line above Cabin Creek between Easton and the Stampede Pass Tunnel, on the eastern slopes of the Cascades. 

W hen the Northern Pa
cific Railroad accepted 
the terms of the Act of 
Congress authorizing 

the construction of a transcontinental 
railroad in 1864, the company was obli
gated, in order to receive the lands 
granted under the terms of the act, to 
build a railroad from a point on Lake 
Superior to Puget Sound by July 4, 
1876. By a subsequent act, Congress 
extended the time for completion to 
July 4, 1879. The company completed 
a line running from Kalama to Tacoma 
by 1873 and had built west from Lake 
Superior to Wallula, where it con
nected with the line of the Oregon 

Railroad and Navigation Company 
(later the O.W.R.N. and now 
the Union Pacific) and ob
tained track rights over that 
line to Portland. By using 
barges between Portland and 
Kalama, the company was 
able to operate between Lake 
Superior and Puget 
Sound prior to 18 7 9. 
Because of concern 
over the possibility 
of a contention be
ing raised that this 
line did not meet the 
exact terms of the act 
( an issue raised and re-
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jected in litigation that reached the 
United States Supreme Court 

in 1940), or for other rea
sons, the company was 
anxious to complete a di- it 
rect line over the moun- f 
tains to Puget Sound. f 

In 1885 the Northern ~ 
Pacific called for l 

bids to build the ~ 
Stampede Pass t 
Tunnel through~ 
the Cascades. r 

Nelson Bennett, if 
whose company ~· 
had constructed f 

the railroad between I 



Pasco and Ellensburg, was awarded a 
contract on January 21 , 1886. Bennett 
started work on the tunnel on February 
1, and the work of building the railroad 
through Kittitas County progressed 
rapidly during 1886. The Illustrated 
History of Klickitat, Yakima and Kittitas 
Counties ( 1904) quotes the Yakima Sig
nal of October 13, 1886: "On this side 
the track has reached McGinnis's, 
twelve miles from the main tunnel. 
The grade is nearly if not quite com
pleted to the east face of the main tun
nel, barring the trestles and the minor 
tunnels, which will be finished in time 
to allow of the track's reaching the 
switchback by the first of Decem
ber . . . . If the present favorable 
weather does not break, through trains 
will be running early in January." 

It is apparent from the account by 
the reporter for the Yakima Signal who 
"had recently been over the line" that 
the company expected to run through 
trains over the mountains to Puget 
Sound before the Stampede Tunnel 
was completed. The completion date 
under Bennett's contract was May 
1888, yet the company anticipated run
ning trains through as early as January 
1887 by constructing switchbacks over 
the summit. This was the method later 
employed by the Great Northern in op
erating over Stevens Pass until its first 
tunnel was completed. 

T his is the background to a 
suit filed by the Northern 
Pacific in Kittitas County 
District Court in 1886, liti

gation that ended with a decision by 
the United States Supreme Court on 
April 23, 1893, in a case entitled 
Northern Railroad vs. Whalen . The suit 
was brought by the railroad to enjoin 
the named defendant and 44 other 
saloon-keepers from selling liquor to 
the railroad employees engaged in con
structing the Stampede Tunnel, and to 
enjoin the Kittitas County commis
sioners from issuing any more liquor 
licenses for saloons located, or to be lo-

cated, near the construction site. 
The railroad employed thousands of 

men for the construction of the railroad 
in the tunnel and adjoining vicinity. 
The saloon-keeping defendants had 
their saloons on government property 
in a village named Tunnel City. The 
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ABOVE: The west portal 
of the tunnel as it looked in 1888, 

from a sketch by J. T. Pickett. 

LEFT PAGE: Nelson Bennett, 
successful bidder for construction of 

the Stampede Pass Tunnel. 
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Hand drilling for blasting was used 
in the tunnel until a water-powered air 

compressor was installed. 

defendants were selling spirituous and 
fermented liquors to the railroad em
ployees and had "frequently and con
tinuously caused drunkenness." Many 
men were unable to perform the labor 
assigned to them, and many others quit 
or left the job because rampant drunk
enness had increased the risk from ex
plosives and dangerous machinery. The 
company charged that it would be un
able to complete the tunnel and road 
on time if the drunkenness continued; 
even as things stood it would cost an 
additional $100,000. Since, under the 
land grant, the company would own 
every alternate section to the extent of 
20 sections per mile on each side of the 
line, it inferred that when the lands 
were surveyed the saloons might well 
be on the company's lands. This, of 
course, was something they could not 
prove until there was a survey. This 

~ situation, the company argued, proved 
!,-
~· that the sale of liquor by 45 saloon-

sober. If he does not, he may be dis
charged and may be sued for damages. 
This is all the remedy the law gives for 
this wrong .... Judgement of dismissal 
affirmed." 

~ keepers to so many of their laborers 
:; constituted a nuisance and, because it 
f was specially damaged, it was entitled 
[ to have an injunction. This decision of the Territorial Su

preme Court was filed on January 30, 
1888. In March 1889 

g The county and other defendants 
E challenged the com-

plaint on the grounds it 
did not allege facts suffi
cient to warrant the re
lief sought. The court 
sustained this challenge 
and held that, even if all 
of the facts stated in the 
complaint were true, 
there was no basis for an 
injunction or other re
lief. The Territorial Su-

The company 
the company filed an 
appeal from this deci
sion to the Supreme 
Court of the United 
States, and the case was 
finally submitted for 
decision on March 22, 
1893. Justice Horace 
Gray wrote an opinion 
for a unanimous deci
sion explaining the 
court's conclusion: "The 

charged that it 

would be unable 

to complete the 

tunnel and road 

on time if the 

drunkenness 

preme Court had little 
difficulty sustaining the 

continued . ... 

trial judge's dismissal of the case. The 
court pointed out that there was no 
concerted action by the saloon keepers, 
that each purchase of liquor by an em
ployee was an individual transaction: 
the company therefore had mistaken its 
remedy. The court indicated it was not 
unkindly disposed toward liquor, for its 
ruling stated: "Selling the whiskey does 
not necessarily make any man drunk. If 
the man who buys it performs his duty, 
it will not make him drunk." And then 
said, "Now, if one man employs an
other to work for him, he has the right 
to require that man to keep fairly safely 

complaint in this case 
has no foundation, in common law or 
statute, in principle or precedent"; the 
dismissal was affirmed. Nevertheless, 
the company's decision to proceed with 
this case over a period of seven years, 
1886-93, is puzzling, particularly since 
the tunnel was completed and trains 
were operating through the tunnel by 
May 1888, four months after the Terri
torial Court's decision. 

R. P au! Tjossem is a retired railroad attor
ney. He served the Burlington Northern and 
one of its predecessors, the Great Northern 
Railway, for 30 years. 

The "Demon" at Work 
The Illustrated History of Klickitat, Yakima and Kittitas Counties (1904) 
contains a report of two serious accidents that were probably caused by drunkenness. 
In March 1887 a locomotive ran away down the track above Easton; the fireman and 
the engineer jumped and were seriously injured. There were four men working on a 
high trestle in the path of the locomotive. One was killed; one jumped and was 
seriously injured; one lay flat on the track and the locomotive, since it was on a curve, 
went over him without causing injury; and the four th saw the locomotive derail just 
before it reached him. 

In April 1887 a drunken engineer, who delighted in opening the throttle, was 
operating a train pushing a flat car with 20 men going to a work site near Cle Elum. 
He drove the flat car into a disabled locomotive-5 men were killed instantly and the 
other 15 were seriously hurt. 

COLUMBIA 14 SUMMER 199 I 



THE DA TE WAS AUGUST 21, 1896. C. A. Darmer photographed the Edward 
Huggins family grouped around the flag pole just as the flag was being raised 
near the Huggins home at Fort Nisqually (near the present-day community of 
Du Pont). Edward Huggins served as chief factor at the fort from 1859 to 1867. 
Following the transfer of the Hudson's Bay Company post to the United States 
government in 1869, the Huggins family remained in the Nisqually area and 
homesteaded 1,000 acres surrounding the fort. 

Mr. Huggins, who eventually became a naturalized American citizen, 
remained active in local politics and historical research. He was often called 
on to verify facts pertaining to the early Puget Sound-area operations of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. He also served as an early officer of the Washington 
State Historical Society. Edward Huggins continued to live in the chief 
factor's house until shortly before his death in 1907. In 1934 the chief factor's 
house and the granary were moved to Point Defiance Park in Tacoma. The 
present house, which is 30 percent of the original 1853 structure, comprises a 
principal component of the Point Defiance reconstruction of Fort Nisqually. 

~ The Historical Society gladly accepts donations of prints or negatives of regional historical interest to add to its photograph collection. (Please contact the Society before making ~ 
~ donations.) Readers are invited to submit historical photographs for History Album. If a photograph is to be returned, it must be accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope. ..1111111111111 
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THE Other 
EXPLORERS 

triotic poetry and known by many 
educated Spanish youngsters. T hroughout much of the 

world the name of Cap
tain James Cook is fa
miliar. In place-name 

geography that intrepid British nav
igator has been commemorated in 
Alaska, Hawaii, New Zealand and 

BY DONALD C. CUTTER 

An even more convincing case 
can be made for his companion 
Cayetano Valdes as the most impor
tant early visitor to the Pacific 
Northwest, though neither his fame 

Australia. George Vancouver will forever be appropri
ately remembered for his work as navigator, explorer 
and diplomatic representative whose name has been 
given to one of Canada's major cities, a smaller city in 
Washington, a major mountain and a massive island 
that is one-fourth the size of his native England. No
body wants to lessen the honors achieved by those 
English mariners of yesteryear, and I am certain that 
their historical positions are safe. In no way, then, can 
recognition of the merits of rival contemporary mari
ners who sailed under a different flag compromise the 
positions of Cook and Vancouver as national and in
ternational figures of the age of exploration. 

There were two other men who, had circumstances 
been different, might have had equal recognition by 
posterity. Both were young commanders when in 1792 
they were ordered to make a heroic exploration of 
present-day Washington and British Columbia in the 
last Spanish search for the long-sought Northwest 
Passage. The senior of the two was Dionisio Alcala 
Galiano, born in Cabra in Andalusia, a region of 
southern Spain, on October 8, 1760. By a similar psy
chological quirk that brings about large enlistments in 
the United States Navy of residents 500 or more miles 
from the ocean, Alcala Galiano came from the 
parched brown area far distant from the sea. He was 
from a family of the minor nobility, his father an army 
officer commanding troops in nearby Ecija, renowned 
in Spain as "the frying pan of Andalusia." Despite such 
early orientation, Alcala Galiano became one of 
Spain's greatest naval heroes, commemorated in pa-

nor that of Alcala Galiano rests principally with their 
participation in the region's early history. Despite the 
importance of Captains Cook and Vancouver, and 
even of the Spaniard Juan Francisco de la Bodega y 
Quadra, and considering the prominence of the Rus
sian Nicolai Rezanof and the merit of Jean Frarn;:ois 
Galaup de Laperouse, none of these five worthies came 
close to Valdes in the matter of a brilliant and note
worthy career. Nor have any of them been such a sym
bol of patriotic sacrifice as Alcala Galiano. We have 
greater knowledge of Cook, Vancouver, Bodega y 
Quadra, Rezanof and Laperouse because we have 
viewed each of them at the height of interesting ca
reers and because certainly our evaluation of their im
portance is based on their activity in the Pacific Ocean 
area, to a considerable extent on the Northwest Coast. 

A 11 five died very shortly after what we con
sider the pinnacle of their success had 
been reached. Cook was killed by the 
natives of the Big Island of Hawaii at 

Kealakekua. Laperouse was shipwrecked and possibly 
eaten by the natives of Vanikoro Island in the Santa 
Cruz group of the Western Pacific. Rezanof died en 
route home across Siberia, the result of falling from a 
horse, the period's equivalent of an auto accident. 
Vancouver, who was suffering from a debilitating 
disease, was dead by 1 798. Bodega y Quadra expired in 
Mexico City on March 26, 1 794, the result of 
overwork, overexposure to the cold of the Pacific 
Northwest, and despondency motivated by his great 
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indebtedness-the result of his excessive liberality in 
diplomatic dealings. He only survived a few months 
after the period of his greatest prominence as the Span
ish Commissioner in the Nootka Sound controversy. 
None of these men attained a rank higher than cap
tain, the equivalent of the modern four-striper. 

The case with our "other explorers" is far different. 
While on the Pacific Coast both were young officers 
who had at an early age achieved rank nearly equiva
lent to the others already mentioned, yet they were 
only a few years into their careers, being over two 
decades younger than the five renowned heroes. 

Cayetano Valdes was a young lieutenant com
mander when he first visited the Pacific Northwest in 
1791 with the Spanish Naval Scientific Exploring 
Expedition headed by Alejandro Malaspina. He was 
25 years old when he commanded the schooner 
Mexicana on the circumnavigation of Vancouver Is
land in the summer of 1 792, immediately after which 
he became a captain, the same rank as Cook, Vancou
ver and Bodega y Quadra. From the date of his early 
enlistment until the middle of the 1790s, there is al
ways the moderately strong possibility that rapid ad
vancement for Cayetano was facilitated by the fact 
that his uncle, Antonio Valdes y Bazan, served during 
that period as Ministro de Marina (administrative 
head of the Spanish Royal Navy). However, Uncle 
Antonio's ministry ended far too early to have ac
counted for much of his nephew's prominence. 

Dionisio Alcala Galiano, second of the "other ex
plorers," was six years senior to Valdes in age, but in 

rank they were virtual twins, receiving promotions to 
lieutenant commander, commander, and captain with 
identical dates of rank. It has been usually said that 
Alcala Galiano was senior officer of the two-vessel task 
group consisting of the Sutil and Mexicana in the sum
mer of 1792. If this was true, as some documents seem 
to indicate, it was not naval rank but perhaps age that 
brought about such distinction. In this regard, it seems 
probable that their senior commander, Alejandro 
Malaspina, when put in the position of arranging for a 
sub-expedition, had to designate one or the other to 
take the lead. It appears normal that the person of 
greater experience would receive preference. But 
among their contemporaries and between the two men 
themselves, they shared billing as co-commanders, 
each with his own vessel. Just as the schooners Sutil 
and Mexicana are linked, so too are the names Alcala 
Galiano and Valdes vested with a sort of equality. 

T here has been a consistent effort by some 
historians to call the elder of the men by 
considerably less than his full name-sim
ply Galiano. This seems the equivalent of 

calling David Lloyd George, one-time British prime 
minister, simply George. Alcala Galiano comes by his 
name about as appropriately as possible, as he was 
Dionisio Alcala Galiano y Alcala Galiano, his parents 
being related in the fourth degree of consanguinity and 
doubtless proud of their genealogy, neither one desir
ous of being called just Galiano or even merely Alcala. 

The commanding officer of the Sutil was also an 
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i. in the back-
~ ground, Sutil and 
~ Mexicana meet 
~ natives in canoes 

amidst the San 
Juan Islands. 
Built in San Blas, 
Mexico, the ships 
were about 50 
feet long, with a 
14-foot beam-big 
enough to carry a 
small crew and 
their water and 
provisions for 100 
days. Pencil and 
ink wash by self
taught artist Jose 
Cardero. 



Dionisio Alcala -u 

Galiano was a j 
Spanish naval ""f 
officer selected for i 
the Malaspina ~ 
expedition. In 
1792, at the age 
of 31, he com• 
manded the Sutil 
as it circumnavi
gated the island 
soon named for 
Vancouver. 

Cayetano Valdes, 
nephew of the 
Spanish naval 
minister, com
manded the 
Mexicana, which 
accompanied 
Galiano and the 
Sutil in 1792. 

Andalusian by birth, but not by ancestry. He was 
Cayetano Valdes y Flores Bazan y Peon, born on Sep
tember 24, 1767, in Seville, which had once been a 
thriving port city despite its distance up the Guadal
quiver from the Atlantic, and was still of some im
portance as a shipping center. Cayetano Valdes was 
not a true Andalusian despite his place of birth, for his 
family was from the northern province of Asturias. 

C ayetano, at age 14, sought an.cl was granted 
an appointment as midshipman at the mili
tary academy of San Fernando in Cadiz, the 
professional training center for almost all 

Spanish naval officers of that period. Training was 
both theoretical and practical. The midshipman had 
the opportunity to go to sea quite early, for following 
his preliminary studies Valdes saw his first of much 
combat duty against the British while embarked in the 
fleet of Admiral Luis Cordoba. The British fleet was 
under Admiral Howe and the action took place in the 
Strait of Gibraltar, the Gates of Hercules of the an
cient world, an area of great strategic importance. 
Valdes was a mere lad of 15. The Cadiz school's geo
graphical location placed it near the scene of a great 
deal of naval activity, and England at that time was 
usually the enemy. 

The early life of Valdes' close companion Dionisio 
Alcala Galiano has some similarities and some con
trasts, but there is reason to believe that they were 
close friends from their early days at the Cadiz school 
and its associated observatory. The nature of their 
friendship, whether personal or professional, is not 

absolutely certain, but there is no doubt that they 
acted as a unit in their participation in various aspects 
of the Malaspina expedition, even to the point, as 
previously mentioned, of being promoted on the same 
day on three occasions. 

Besides the two years that both served under the 
command of Malaspina with the Scientific Exploring 
Expedition and its offshoot, the well-known circum
navigation of Vancouver Island, the early lives of 
Alcala Galiano and Valdes found them on similar 
though not identical tracks. Alcala Galiano became a 
midshipman at the Naval Academy at an early age, not 
quite 15; a year later he had his first sea duty aboard the 
frigate Jupiter. His first extended cruise was in a convoy 
carrying General Pedro Ceballos to his new post as 
Viceroy at Buenos Aires. The squadron, consisting of 
116 vessels, left Cadiz on November 13, 1777, com
manded by the Marques de Casa Tilly. 

While in South America Alcala Galiano partici
pated in the capture of Colonia de Sacramento, which 
was kept under the terms of the Treaty of San 
Ildefonso; he spent two years in the Malvinas (Falk
land Islands), and took part in a corsair raid that netted 
an English merchant frigate . 

Upon return to Cadiz, Alcala Galiano took special 
courses in astronomy, which in part resulted in his later 
contributions to geodetic studies: Memoria sabre el 
cdl.culo de la latitud del lugar par dos alturas del sol ( 1795), 
and Memoria sabre las observaciones de latitud y longitud 
en el mar ( 1 796). If, as has been suggested by some and 
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disproved by no one, he was the author of the Voyage of 
Sutil and Mexicana, he was the most published of his 
contemporaries. 

L ike many fellow officers, Alcala Galiano par
ticipated in Spain's great mapping project un
der Admiral Vicente Tofifio, resulting in the 
Atlas Marftimo. He made a cruise to the Strait 

of Magellan as a lieutenant (j.g.) under Captain Anto
nio de Cordoba on the frigate Santa Marfa de la Cabeza. 
This was followed by a second tour in the mapping of 
Spain under T ofifio, this time with Alcala Galiano 
assuming command of the Natalia. In this period of his 
life he found time to marry Marfa de la Consolaci6n 
Villavicencio of Medina Sidonia, by whom he had a 
daughter and three sons. One of these sons has left for 
posterity a somewhat unflattering assessment of his 
father. From this and other sources the picture emerges 
of a studious, hardworking person. He was short of 
stature with a rough and robust constitution, light in 
complexion, with blue eyes. He had a disagreeable 
look, like an inattentive person. He was of irascible 
temperament, rigid in the observance of discipline, 
exceedingly active, excessively generous, easily of
fended, even over trifles, and somewhat vain concern
ing his talents. His education was no greater than aver
age. Even in the sciences, his understanding was 
excellent, but his general knowledge was limited. He 
had a moderate command of Latin, translated and 
spoke French well, and knew.some English. Of this he 
bragged a great deal and was·very proud because in his 
time the English language was little known in Spain. 
He was also much loved by his subordinates. 

In his plans for the scientific exploring expedition, 
Malaspina considered Alcala Galiano to be irreplace
able. He admired the younger man's talents and dili
gence in work. Like the others, Alcala Galiano ex
pressed his willingness to go voluntarily, provided that 
he was not occupied as commanding officer of a pro
posed plan for mapping North America-a plan that 
never materialized. Inclusion of both Alcala Galiano 
and Valdes on the initial roster of officers for the great 
Malaspina expedition is in itself an assurance of their 
favored status as junior officers in the Spanish Navy. 

The two men sailed on different vessels of the expe
dition, with Alcala Galiano on the Atrevida and 
Valdes on the Descubierta. Their participation was of 
full satisfaction to their seniors. Alcala Galiano did not 
go on the visit of the two corvettes to the Pacific 
Northwest in 1791, but was sent to the Viceregal capi
tal in Mexico City to carry out archival research, gain
ing information for expedition requirements. Valdes 
did make that visit and carried out several special as
signments in which he proved his worth. After the 
Northwest Coast phase was completed, it was decided 

to send a sub-expedition to the Nootka area, and from 
there to carry out the circumnavigation of Vancouver 
Island. As Malaspina put it in his instructions to the 
young officers, "a new field of glory" was opening to 
them in their 1 792 expedition, which separated them 
physically from the main expedition for the remainder 
of its lengthy cruise. 

The details of that cruise are presented in the recent 
publication of the authoritative edition of Voyage of 
Sutil and Mexicana, 1792, researched and transcribed 
by John Kendrick and published by the Arthur H. 

Clark Company of Spokane. Nor is it the aim of this 
article to detail the mariners' return to Spain after a 
brief stopover in Mexico City. During the succeeding 
years both officers held increasingly responsible assign
ments, some of which bear on their importance as 
historical figures. 

Alcala Galiano had various commands and became 
somewhat of a financial hero when, during war with 
England, he made a daring voyage from Veracruz via 
Cuba to Spain, eluding the British and bringing much
needed silver bullion from the New World, funds 
greatly required in the war effort. He succeeded by 
using an unusual sailing route and by taking his vessel 
into the little-used harbor of Santofia, Santander. An 
encore was stymied by unfavorable winds and by the 
Peace of Amiens. 

Alcala Galiano's next duty was in the Mediterra
nean, where in 1802 his vessel was part of a convoy 
ordered to Naples to pick up a local princess who was 
bound for Spain to marry the 18-year-old crown 
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Alejandro 
Malaspina 
achieved flag 
rank and sat 
for his formal 
portrait after 
returning from 
a five-year voy
age of scientific 
exploration 
between 1789 
and 1794. 
His findings 
remained largely 
unknown to the 
world. 



A chart that 
resulted from the 
Alcala Galiano 
and Valdes 
survey in the 
summer of 1792. 
It combines the 
findings of 
Alcala Galiano 
and of George 
Vancouver. 

prince, later Fernando VII. 
Given the assignment of deal
ing with royalty, Alcala Gali
ano was in his glory, being a 
man "very given to ostentation 
and liberality," so much so that 
when he died he left behind 
almost no estate and consider
able debt. 

Almost a year later, in the 
Battle of Trafalgar, Alcala 
Galiano's Bahama was over
powered by first two and then 
three British warships. Com
manding his men despite a 
wound in the face from flying 
debris, he was at last victim of a 
shot that killed him, nearly 
tearing his head off. His last 
words were, "No Galiano ever 
surrenders." Alcala Galiano 
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thereafter his vessel sank into the Atlantic. He was at 
that time a 45-year-old commodore, and predeceased 
Valdes by 30 years. 

From Trafalgar, Valdes emerged a live hero, not 
a martyr. During the period of the Napoleonic 
invasion of Spain, Valdes was forced, either 
willingly or reluctantly, into a political role, 

being classed a liberal and therefore an automatic op
ponent of King Fernando VII. As a lieutenant general 
he was governor, captain general and political chief of 
Cadiz, the most important stronghold of the liberals 
who opposed the absolutist stance of the king. When 
absolute rule was reestablished in 1814, Valdes was 
sent to confinement in the Castillo de Santa Barbara 
in Alicante. He was assured a pardon if he begged royal 
indulgence, which he refused to do since it would be an 
admission of guilt. 

Incarceration was not such a burden. He received 
full pay, could go to the nearby beaches, ride horse
back, and maintain a room in town. He even had time 
to carry out successful courtship of a local widow whom 
he married in Santa Marfa Church. 

When France invaded Spain, Valdes joined a re
gency to transport the king from Seville to Cadiz, and 
became one of the petitioners to the Cortes (Spanish 
parliament) asking that the king be deposed. For three 
days Valdes was part of the three-man regency gov
erning Spain, which renounced its powers when 
Fernando VII was installed in Cadiz as a reluctant 
constitutional monarch. 

When the royal family later was turned over to the 
French invaders, Valdes commanded the boat that car-

ried His Highness across the bay to Puerto de Santa 
Marfa. En route, the king seemed to forgive Valdes 
their differences. However, that same night he signed a 
decree ordering the apprehension and execution of 
Valdes and other liberals. Valdes escaped, first to 
Gibraltar and then to England, where he was treated 
well for the next ten years. 

With the death of Fernando VII an amnesty decree 
was issued that brought Cayetano Valdes back to 
Spain. He was immediately made captain general of 
the navy and head of the naval department of Cadfz. 
Named a grandee of the kingdom, he served until his 
death of natural causes on February 6, 1835. After 
some delay his remains were transported to their last 
resting place in the Pantheon of Illustrious Mariners, 
where a fitting tribute reads: "Here Lies the Most Ex
cellent Lord Don Cayetano Valdes y Flores, former 
Captain General of the National Navy, Knight of the 
Great Cross of the Military Orders of San Fernando, 
San Hermenegildo and that of San Juan de Jerusalem." 

In summary, what then is the claim for Alcala 
Galiano and Valdes to be ranked higher in history 
than they have been thus far? In part it stems from 
their activity on the Pacific Northwest Coast, 

where in a single summer the two men coaxed two 
tiny, poorly-constructed vessels in a grand circumnavi
gation of Vancouver Island, leaving behind maps and 
drawings illustrative of their activity and providing us 
with some of the earliest record of the area's history. 
The vessels, built in San Blas, Mexico, were poor sail
ers, their top speed being seven miles per hour. 

Alcala Galiano's greatest claim lies in the merit of 
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heroic martyrdom. He was, unfortunately, the sacrifice 
in a losing cause in what was perhaps a needless battle, 
but one which has been viewed historically as an epic 
conflict, the Battle of Trafalgar. For the victorious 
British, the battle vaulted Admiral Horatio Nelson 
into eternal memory as a national martyr and hero. 
Nelson had the clear advantage of dying in a winning 
cause. His death was no more or less heroic than that of 
Alcala Galiano or other noted heroes of the last and 
bloodiest battle of the Age of Sail. 

But for the luck of battle, Valdes might well have 
joined in death his old comrade Dionisio in that same 
engagement, for his vessel Neptuno was demasted, 
captured, recovered and brought into Cadiz harbor, 
where Valdes scuttled the 80-gun, 800-man vessel on 
the coast near Puerto de Santa Marfa. Gravely 
wounded in the battle, he emerged a hero, one soon 
promoted to Jefe de Escuadra (squadron commander). 

Valdes lived a long and interesting life, though to 
date no historian has taken the trouble to detail the 
many facets of his varied activities. He was not only 
the youngest of the officers recruited by Malaspina for 
the round-the-world exploring expedition, he was one 
who lived long past the colonial period. He died at 68, 

"ENLIGHTENED VOYAGES," the most ex
tensive exhibition ever assembled in North America 
on Alejandro Malaspina and his lieutenants, Dionisio 
Alcala Galiano and Cayetano Valdes, makes its sole 
United States appearance at the Washington State 
Historical Society Museum, May 4-July 7, 1991. 

Malaspina was a naval officer and Enlightenment 
man who asked his sovereign, Carlos III of Spain, to 
send a major scientific expedition to the Pacific, a 
request that led to a five-year adventure-and a 
personal tragedy. 

The Malaspina expedition collected plant and 
animal specimens, conducted scientific experiments, 
sketched the people and places visited, and charted 
the waters they traveled between 1 789 and 1794. 
Returning to Spain, Malaspina first received honors, 
then was imprisoned when he began questioning 
colonial arrangements in the New World and became 
involved in court politics. The expedition's findings 
went largely unpublished and the collections were 
scattered. Malaspina was eventually exiled from Spain 
and died in his native Parma in 1810. 

"Enlightened Voyages" helps end the relative 
neglect suffered by Malaspina, in many ways an 
attractive figure. Taking advantage of decades of 
work by scholars, the exhibit should contribute to 
elevating Alejandro Malaspina to a position until now 
reserved for James Cook and George Vancouver. 

The exhibit can be viewed Monday through 

having risen to the highest rank possible in the Span
ish Navy. He also held high government positions, was 
known, though not appreciated, by Spanish royalty, 
and endured long periods of imprisonment and exile. 

As for their vocation in life, Alcala Galiano and 
Valdes achieved extremely successful careers as naval 
officers. They both commanded capital ships of their 
day, war vessels rather than what were essentially na
val support vessels. Their military commands found 
them participants in major military engagements, and, 
though the outcome for their nation was unsuccessful, 
they were recipients of high honors. Both attained 
higher rank than Cook, Vancouver, Bodega y Quadra, 
Rezanof or Laperouse. These two "other explorers" are, 
at the very least, worthy of being included in a listing of 
important personages who contributed to the history 
of the Pacific Northwest. 

Donald C. Cutter is Emeritus Professor of Spanish Colonial 
History of Texas and the Southwest at St. Mary's University in 

New Mexico. He has written and edited numerous works on 
the Spanish presence in the Americas , including the forthcoming 
Malaspina and Galiano: Spanish Voyages to the Northwest 
Coast, 1791 & 1792. 

Saturday from 10 to 5 and Sunday from noon to 5 
between May 4 and July 7. A small admission fee is 
charged, except Monday, which is a free day. Mem
bers are admitted free of charge every day. 

"Enlightened Voyages" is produced by the Van
couver Maritime Museum in British Columbia and 
curated by Robin Inglis. 

This exhibit is part of the 1992 International 
Maritime Bicentennial, a commemoration of the era 
of exploration of the Pacific Northwest and encoun
ters with its first peoples. The Bicentennial is being 
coordinated with like efforts in Oregon and British 
Columbia. 

For more information call Garry Schalliol at 
206-597-4226. 
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around 
the globe. 
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looks on. 



Logs mark 
the location of the 
1833 fort palisades, 
pinpointed as part 
of Weyerhaeuser' s 
half-million-dollar 
archaeology investi, 
gation. Previously, 
historical markers 
on Du Pont land 
identified only the 
general sites of 
the two Hudson's 
Bay Company forts, 
a Methodist mission, 
and a temporary 
navy observatory. 

BY RUTH KIRK 

Fort Nis ually 
Latest Archaeologi,cal Investigation Produces New Insights 

I fa trivia quiz were to pose the question, "What single Puget Sound location outshines 
the historical significance of all others?" the best answer might well be Fort Nisqually, 
situated midway between Tacoma and Olympia. From a corporate beginning as a 
Hudson's Bay Company trading post and agricultural export business (1832-69), the 

land next was bought at auction by various American settlers, then used as the site of an 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours powderworks (1906-1970). Now it is owned by a third corpora
tion. The Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company is developing "Northwest Landing" there, 
a 3,000-acre planned community with residences, businesses and industry, an undertaking 
that is proceeding with far more attention to safeguarding the past than is legally required. 

Among its public heritage superlatives, Fort Nisqually was, in 1832, the first white 
settlement on Puget Sound. The first road in the region was the fort's ox trail leading up 
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the bluff from the beach, completed in 1834. The first steam
boat on the Northwest Coast-the side-wheeler Beaver, 
which arrived in 1836-regularly anchored offshore at 
Nisqually to load and unload supplies. 

In 1840 Methodist missionaries arrived, the first Ameri
cans to take up residence north of the Columbia River 
in what was then tacitly British domain (although tech
nically open jointly to British and American occupa

tion). The following year the American naval expedition led 
by Lieutenant Charles Wilkes accepted fort hospitality while 
surveying Puget Sound, an investigation that influenced rec
ognition of the sound's strategic value and ultimate determi
nation to keep it on the United States' side of the line when 
the boundary issue was settled. That agreement was reached 
in 1846. To forestall problems with American settlers and 
protect Hudson's Bay Company rights during the political 
upheaval, the ship HMS Fisguard anchored for five months 
off Fort Nisqually with a 315-man crew, many of whom used 
the recently abandoned 1833 fort as a barracks. 

Such significant events have gone largely unrecognized 
by the public because the hazards of producing nitroglycerine 
and black powder long ago necessitated closing access to the 
land. Remarkably, despite industrial use, the grading of rail
road rights-of-way and out-and-out vandalism, archaeolo
gists funded by Weyerhaeuser Real Estate found stubs of the 
actual fort palisades built by the Hudson's Bay Company in 
1833. They also found hints of frontier amenities such as 
gracious tableware and fine wine. 

This evidence came from the bottom of a 
privy-a convenient trash dump-where exca-

~ vations directed by Jeanne Welch and 
! Richard D. Daugherty yielded pieces of 
~ what probably were prized personal pos-
3 sessions, such as a pressed glass plate 
] with a pattern of hearts and lyres, and 
ci1 a cut-glass decanter. In addition, 

there were broken plates, cups and wash basins marked on 
the bottom with the respected name Spode. Many of these 
items were probably company-issue, for the Hudson's Bay 
Company supplied its far-flung posts with ceramics produced 
by Copeland and Garrett, successor to the pottery works 
begun by Josiah Spode. Bottles lying in the privy included 
one with the crest of Chateau Margaux, 
a French winery still in production and, 
long before Fort Nisqually's time, rated 
highly by none other than Thomas 
Jefferson. Its wine, a Bordeaux, now 
sells for $ 150 per bottle. 

The location of a second fort, built 
in 1843 to be closer to a small creek, 
was also pinpointed archaeologically, 
and houses clustered outside its stock
ade were excavated. The earth beneath 
their erstwhile plank floors held shards 
trampled to much smaller pieces than 
those in the 1833 fort's privy. Even so, 
something of the life within the houses 
can be gauged from showy items such as 
hundreds of trade beads, a pair of coral 
earrings edged and tied with gold 
thread, broken clay tobacco pipes, a 
crucifix, and an 1846 coin from Chile, 
perhaps picked up when a Hudson's 

The privy of the 
1833 fort held 
discarded glassware 
and china, including 
a broken Spade 
washbasin with a 
Cork Convent 
pattern. The Spade 
company in England 
wrote archaeologist 
Jeanne Welch that 
the discovery is 
valuable because 
they have no record 
of this particular 
pattern. All but a 
piece or two of the 
washbasin were 
recovered and glued 
back together. 

Bay Company ship stopped along the coast of South 
America en route to or from London. 

More mundane evidence includes the 
presence of animal bones from scrappy cuts 

of meat, suggesting that the people in 
these houses-probably company la

borers and herdsmen-dined on 
stews rather than roasts. Bits of 

broken window glass and thou
sands of iron nails show by 

their distribution where the 
walls of structures once 

stood. Some of the nails 
are hand wrought, prob

ably made at the fort by 
hammering points 

onto square stock 
brought from En

gland. Such nails had a flexibility that made them stronger 
than their machine-cut counterparts, also present in the ex
cavations along with remnant footings from at least four 
structures. Wrought nails were preferred for attaching floor
ing to stringers even after cut nails became available on the 
frontier in the mid 1840s. 

Fort Nisqually's origin is largely rooted in an 1829 pro-
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posal made by John Mcloughlin, chief factor at Fort Van
couver. Mcloughlin suggested adding an agricultural post to 
the fur trade he directed as head of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's vast Columbia District, which stretched beyond 
the Columbia River drainage to posts as distant as Spanish 
California and Hawaii. About that same time, McLaughlin's 
superior, George Simpson, approached the Russian
American Company at Sitka offering to supply farm products 
and trade goods. Both men had in mind thwarting American 
competition, but the London committee responsible for 
Hudson's Bay Company affairs did not immediately agree 
with their plans. 

R egardless, in 1833 Mcloughlin told Chief Trader 
Archibald MacDonald to find a Puget Sound lo
cation suitable for shipping. MacDonald was en 
route back to Fort Langley (near today's Van

couver, British Columbia), where he was in charge. 
Mcloughlin stipulated that he should watch for a site offer
ing more than a maritime port. "Your first objective is to 

One of two buildings 
moved to Tacoma's 
Point Defiance Park 
from Fort Nisqually 
in 1934, this house 
was built for Dr. 
William Tolmie, who 
arrived at Nisqually 
in 1843 to supervise 
agriculture and 
trade. Company 
officers and visitors, 
including Lieutenant 
Charles Wilkes, 
dined and lodged in 
the house, at the 
time considered 
"quite palatial." In 
1859, when Tolmie 
was transferred to 
Fort Victoria, British 
Columbia, his 
assistant Edward 
Huggins moved into 
the house. 

observe if the Soil is suitable for culti-
vation and the raising of cattle; the 
next, the convenience the situation 
affords for Shipping." The Nisqually 
area fit these requirements. 

At the time, a considerable interna
tional ferment focused on the North
west Coast. Nearly a century earlier 
Russian traders had found sea otters 
along the Alaska coast and developed a 
lucrative trade with China. In 1812 
they established Fort Ross as a farm and 
new otter hunting base about 100 miles 
north of San Francisco; four years ear
lier they had sent out a scouting expe
dition intended to lead to Russian colo
nization at the mouth of the Columbia 
River. However, one of this party's 
ships wrecked on the Olympic Penin
sula near today's LaPush, and Quileute 
and Makah chiefs enslaved its survi
vors. Eventually they were released to a 
Russian-American Company trading 
vessel, but the incident lessened inter
est in this part of the coast and sent the 
company leapfrogging to California. 

Land there was formally held by Spain, which had with
drawn from earlier claims to the Northwest. Spanish ap
proval of the Russian move worried the United States lest it 
presage a combining of forces that might block westward 
expansion, already considered a national imperative. 

On the Northwest Coast, England and America contin-

ued to vie for control. Yankee sea captains had outshone the 
British during the earlier trade in sea otter pelts. Americans 
had the advantage of being free of royal charters. The 
Hudson's Bay Company monopolized trade on the North 
American continent, the South Seas Company held "rights" 
to the waters where sea otters swam, and the East India 
Company reigned over trade with China. These companies 
had no flexibility. Conversely, when the otter supply ran out, 
Yankee vessels readily switched to whaling and trans-Pacific 
commerce. This heightened American interest in all Pacific 
ports, including Puget Sound, where territorial questions 
were yet to be resolved. 

The War of 1812 had established Canada as British, with 
the 49th parallel as the boundary westward from the Great 
Lakes, but nothing specified how far west. Britain assumed 
this particular dividing line stopped at the Rockies; the still
young United States preferred to assume it ran to the Pacific. 
To back that assumption, the United States House of Repre
sentatives in 1824 authorized a military post and civil gov
ernment in the Oregon Country, but the Senate failed to 
concur. George Simpson took note and decided on the north 
bank of the Columbia for the Hudson's Bay Company's 
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headquarters in Oregon. This post became Fort Vancouver. 
Land south of the Columbia might be doomed to become 
American, but the Honourable Company would strive to 
hold everything north and west of it for the British crown. 

M cloughlin's instructions to MacDonald fit this 
strategy. As chief factor, Mcloughlin felt the 
need for a new coastal depot that would spare 
ships the risk of crossing the Columbia River 

bar, where company vessels already had wrecked in 1829 and 
1830. MacDonald and his men "applied 12 days of our time 
to erecting a [small] store" at the mouth of a creek that 
dropped from an oak prairie north of the Nisqually River 
delta. There he left three men "in charge of a few blankets, a 
couple kegs of potatoes and a small amount of garden seeds." 

Chief trader Francis Heron soon arrived to take charge 
and supervise building a full-fledged post with palisaded 
walls about 150 feet on a side, protected by comer bastions. 
Within eight months the new post had gathered 1,800 bea
ver and river otter skins, "not a bad beginning," Heron wrote 
in a letter. 

One of the broken Spode wash basins found in the fort 

privy may tie to Heron. The words "Cork 
Convent" appear on the bottom and the 
pattern features Christian crosses in a land
scape setting complete with human wayfar
ers. Heron had come from Ireland, which 
would make a Cork pattern appropriate. In
terestingly, Robert Copeland, present 
owner of the Spode factory, answered corre
spondence from archaeologist Jeanne 
Welch, noting that the basin "is of special 
interest" and "comes as a great surprise." 
The pattern belongs to a series of scenes 
depicting the life and landscape of Lord 
Byron. But, despite extensive archives, the 
company has neither record nor example of 
Cork Convent. 

Trade exchange rates at the new post in
cluded 16 buttons for 4 raccoon pelts, 3 but
tons for 7 trout, 2 hoes for 1 bear skin, and 6 
spans of brass wire for 11 baskets. Such at
tractions at their doorstep irrevocably 
changed the lives of Native Americans in 
the area. Local villagers had to entertain 
trade delegations from distant tribes, so 
many in number that they could scarcely get 
in winter supplies of fish, berries and roots. 
Instead, men took jobs clearing land, burn
ing brush, building fences, digging potatoes, 
and herding and clipping sheep. Livelihood 
came to them individually rather than in

volving hereditary chiefs, an unheard-of system. Further
more, women married Hudson's Bay Company officers and 
employees, and men worked with the cosmopolitan mix that 
characterized company operations-a milieu of ethnic cus
toms, languages and physiognomies that at Fort N isqually 
included Hawaiians ( then called Kanakas, a derogatory term 
in common usage), a black man, French Canadians, Scots, 
Irish, English, metis (a mix of French and Native American 
blood), and occasional Iroquois, hired mostly as boatmen 
and trappers and therefore seldom resident at the fort. 

In 1839 England and Russia finally agreed on a pact likely 
to weaken American success along the Northwest Coast. 
Russia would lease its Alaskan panhandle to the Hudson's 
Bay Company for ten years, in exchange for specified ship
ments of furs plus "160 cwt flour, 130 dried peas, 130 grits and 
pot barley, 300 cwt salt beef, 160 salt butter, and 30 cwt pork 
hams." Anticipating such a commitment, the London com
mittee in 1838 had authorized formation of the Puget's 
Sound Agricultural Company. Following general lines sug
gested earlier by Mcloughlin, this company was to be legally 
separate from the Hudson's Bay Company, a precaution 
taken to avoid possible complications from engaging in com-
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mercial agriculture while chartered for trade. Shareholders of 
the parent company were offered stock in the new company, 
but few were willing to commit their purses to this new 
venture. Consequently, the committee pressured officers and 
clerks at North American trading posts to buy stock, and 
most did so. The committee also increased McLaughlin's 
salary by 50 percent to compensate for adding the agricul-

Stubs of the 1833 
fort palisades remain 
in the ground. To 
protect them in place 
before backfilling the 
excavation, archae
ologists wrapped each 
one with fiberglass 
mat, which does not 
stick to wood, then 
with plaster-of-paris 
bandaging, which 
doctors use when 
setting broken bones. 
In 1843 the Hudson's 
Bay Company had the 
palisades cut down 
to salvage poles for 
re-use at the new fort 
a mile distant. 

tural program to his other duties. 
At Nisqually men penned sheep and 

cattle first on one plot, then another, to 
fertilize the porous, glacial soil that was 
forested only in patches. They raised 
wheat, peas and potatoes, but concen
trated their main agricultural effort on 
livestock and dairying. Nisqually's 
grassy prairies were ideal for grazing. 
Native Americans had maintained the 
openness by burning, a practice that as
sured continuation of natural root 
crops like camas and bracken fern, and 
also provided pasturage for horses, a 
Nisqually acquisition unique among 
tribes west of the Cascades. The Puget's 
Sound Agricultural Company brought 

COLUMBIA 

sheep by sea from Mexican ranchos and Hudson's Bay Com
pany posts in California: 160 out of 800 died en route. Later 
they brought rams from England to improve the bloodline. 
They also drove longhorn cattle overland from California
and suffered losses comparable to those of the sheep, mostly 
while crossing rivers and ravines. Eventually about 13,000 
sheep, 8,000 cattle and 300 horses grazed Puget's Sound Ag
ricultural Company land at Fort Nisqually. 

As an additional effort at halting American expansion, 
the company offered leases at Nisqually to farmers at their 
Red River colony south of today's Winnipeg. These colonists 
were former crofters brought from the Scottish Hebrides to 
Canada by the Hudson's Bay Company and encouraged to 
marry Chippewa and Sioux women. Few who made the ardu
ous journey from Red River stayed at Nisqually for long, nor 
did their counterparts settle more than briefly at the 
company's farmlands along the Cowlitz River near today's 
Toledo. Better land was available in the Willamette Valley 
south of the Columbia River. Moving displeased company 
officials, but what were international politics compared with 
personal prospects for successful crops? The families had 
been promised houses, barns, fenced land, implements, seeds 
and livestock, yet when they arrived at Fort Vancouver in 
the fall of 1841 they were told the promise could not be kept. 
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John Flett, the only one of the group to eventually make his 
home in the Nisqually area, later reminisced that he had to 
make his own plow that first year, a task that required a 
special trip to Fort Vancouver to beg for iron. 

not back its claims to the Oregon country with military force, 
fearing that nothing less than force could stem the American 
tide. Three years later a treaty formally established the inter
national boundary at the 49th parallel. 

British trade and agriculture continued within the newly A call also went out to retired Hudson's Bay Com- American territory until courts could decide fitting payment 
pany employees and to English farmers. Among for their rights. This was not achieved 
the few who attempted the life at Nisqually was until 1869. The following year land at 

The crest from a 
Joseph Heath, a poignant figure from England Nisqually was auctioned to American 

bottle of Chateau 
who took over a farm that had been abandoned by a Red settlers. Three decades later it was pur- Margaux wine 
River family. He even was put in charge of Fort Nisqually chased by the E. I. du Pont de Nemours suggests amenities 
during a brief period of personnel changes. Eldest son of a Company. The two buildings remain- gracing frontier life, 
country squire, he had gambled away the family fortune. His ing at the old forts-a log granary and an "extravagance" 

sharply criticized by 
Governor George 
Simpson, director 

brother, an officer on a Hudson's Bay Company ship, re- 8 

ported opportunities at Nisqually and, in the summer of -t 
1844, Heath leased 640 acres near the present-day town of ~ 
Steilacoom. For five years he made a lonely try at redeeming 
himself. At first he wrote that he was developing his farm "in 
splendid isolation and [with) repentant dedication." But 
later he penned bleak comments about being "anything but 
happy." Within five years he was dead. 

None of the efforts to develop a colony ofloyal yeomen at 
Nisqually proved promising, but the Puget's Sound Agri
cultural Company expanded its own operation enough that a 
new fort was needed. At N isqually a site half a mile from the 
1833 fort was selected for a new post, and in 1843 Dr. Wil
liam Tolmie, a physician, botanist and relatively knowledge
able farmer, came to carry out plans for the move and take 
charge of both trade and agriculture. He had been at 
N isqually briefly during the building of the original fort, then 
had traveled to Bella Bella (on today's northern British Co
lumbia coast) to open Fort Mcloughlin, as strategic a loca
tion north of Fort Langley as Nisqually was to the south. 

The same year that Tolmie arrived, James Douglas em
barked from Fort Nisqually on the company steamer Beaver 
to found Fort Victoria as the future Pacific headquarters for 
both the Hudson's Bay and Puget's Sound Agricultural com
panies. By then it was becoming clear that England would 

of Hudson's Bay 
Company operations 
in America. 

BELOW LEFT: 
Beavertooth dice 
like this pair found 
in a house outside 
the 1843 fort were 
used for a gambling 
game widely 
popular among 
natives along the 
coast. 

the house originally built for Tolmie-were moved to Point 
Defiance Park in Tacoma, and most of the public became 
confused over where Fort Nisqually really had stood. 

That gap in awareness will be rectified in due course. 
Weyerhaeuser Real Estate already has spent a half million 
dollars on archaeology-not a legal requirement since the 
property is privately owned. The company is also preparing 
for the curation and display of artifacts by sponsoring consul
tation between the village of Du Pont's museum board and 
Yorke Edwards, recently retired director of the Royal British 
Columbia Museum in Victoria, an expert widely recognized 
for experience in developing on-site interpretive displays 
and helping small museums grow into new roles. The old fort 
locations themselves will be protected, probably through a 
trust established to manage them in perpetuity. 

Ruth Kirk has written extensively on Northwest cultural and natural 
history, and was a nominee for the National Book Award. Her most 
recent book is Exploring Washington's Past, written with Carmela 
Alexander and published by the University of Washington Press . 

The use of color in this issue of Columbia was made possible by a grant from the 
Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company. 
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T he Hudson's Bay Company, 
contrary to popular percep
tion and perhaps to aca
demic perception as well, 

was not a monolithic firm narrowly pre
occupied with a single source of profit, 
namely beaver fur for fashionable hats. 
This misconception is perhaps no
where more inappropriate than in the 
Oregon Country, where the company, 
which dominated the region's economy 
until the middle 1840s, was affected by 
American and Russian competition 
and the proximity of growing markets. 
Here, beaver was neither the sole nor 
even the main fur in the company's 
outfits. 

From 1826 through 1846 beaver 
constituted more than half of the 
company's fur returns in only two years 
(1826 and 1830), and thereafter it usu
ally constituted from one-third to one
quarter or less. Admittedly, in terms of 
value, beaver's share was undoubtedly 
greater; nevertheless, these figures do 
not include returns of beaver coating, 
castoreum, marten robes, sea otter tails, 
swan skins, deer hides, isinglass, tor
toise shell, pearl shell, and gold dust, 
the inclusion of which would depreci
ate beaver's share somewhat. More
over, these figures also do not include 
the output of farming, fishing and lum
bering, which loomed ever larger after 
the 1820s. 

By 1845 the company's agricultural 
property was considerable, amounting 

to 3,000 acres of plowland and nearly 
17,000 head of livestock. In the same 
year at Fort Vancouver, the depart
ment's headquarters and largest post, 
the farmland fronted the Columbia 
River for 25 miles and stretched inland 
for 10; up to a third of the fort's servants 
were employed in farm work; in addi
tion to two dairies and two grist mills, 
there were two saw mills, one of which 
in 1841 employed as many servants 

In 1821 James A. 
Grant made this after

dinner sketch of 
Sir George Simpson, 
who reconstructed 

corporate operations in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's 

Columbia Department and 
was often referred to as the 

"Little Emperor of the 
Fur Trade." 
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as the farm and produced 2,500 feet of 
lumber daily. Farming likewise loomed 
large at Forts Colville, Langley and 
Victoria, and only 2 of the company's 
23 establishments (Chilcotin and Flat
head posts) lacked both plowland and 
livestock. 

The company owned the Puget's 
Sound Agricultural Company, a sub
sidiary firm exclusively devoted to crop 
growing and stock rearing, with sizable 
farms at Cowlitz and Nisqually. Fishing 
was more important than farming at 
one post at least-Fort Langley
where 200-300 barrels of salted salmon 
were packed annually during the 1830s, 
and more than 1,500 in 1846; the 400 
barrels of salmon output in 1841 were 
worth almost a third as much as the fur 
catch. Columbia Department econom
ics, then, were anything but simple. 

What were the reasons for this eco
nomic diversity? For one thing, some 
auxiliary activities were necessary in 
order to support the fur trade, which 
still remained the company's raison 
d'etre. It did not, of course, exist in a 
vacuum, and it was cheaper to produce 
some ancillary essentials-such as 
food, lumber and leather-than to im
port them. George Simpson in particu
lar was sensitive to the economies of 
import substitution, and it is no acci
dent that the economic perestroika of 
the Oregon Country dates from the 
time of his gubernatorial appointment 
in 1821, the same year that saw the ab-



sorption of the North West Company 
by the Hudson's Bay Company. 

In 1824-25 Simpson toured the Co
lumbia Department and concluded 
that it had been neglected and misman
aged but was nevertheless potentially 
very profitable, provided the "extrava
gance" was eliminated. And this, he 
decided, could best be accomplished by 
encouraging the posts to produce as 
much of their own food-grain, beef, 
venison, fish-as possible for the 
company's servants, who were paid an 
annual salary and a daily ration. In 
Simpson's own words, "it has been said 
that Farming is no branch of the Fur 
Trade but I consider that every pursuit 
tending to leighten the Expense of the 
Trade is a branch thereof." Overland 
supply from York Factory on Hudson's 
Bay and overseas supply from London 

were both lengthy and costly; the "Lon
don ship," for example, took at least 
half a year to reach the mouth of the 
Columbia, where it faced the treacher
ous breakers on the bar, and up to an
other month to make Fort Vancouver, 
whence the supplies were boated and 
horsed over the risky, long Columbia
Fraser brigade system to New Cale
donia. In addition, local farming would 
lessen dependence upon the Indians for 
fish and game. 

Another reason for eco
nomic diversification was 
the desire to make more ef
ficient use of manpower. 

Simpson hated waste, including the 
waste oflabor. When servants were not 
trading, they could be farming or fish
ing or doing whatever else was profit-
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able. Although most of the auxiliary 
activities, like trading, were carried out 
in the warm season, not every hour of 
the day was taken up by these activities. 
And in winter, when the Indians were 
trapping, the Bay men had a lot of free 
time on their hands. 

A third reason for diversification 
was the desire to spread the company's 
commercial risk by developing other 
sources of profit. The local market was 

The Fort Nisqually Granary, 
built in 1843, is the oldest 

remaining wooden structure in 
the state. Fort Nisqually was the 

chief livestock operation of the 
Puget's Sound Agricultural 

Company. The granary is now 
located at Point Defiance Park 

in Tacoma as part of a 
reconstruction of Fort Nisqually. 



RIGHT: This early survey 
map, which dates from 1854, 

depicts Cowlitz Farm (presently 
in Lewis County), the chief crop 
operation of the Puget's Sound 

Agricultural Company. 

LOWER RIGHT: 
This page, copied from 

an early Hudson's 
Bay Company ledger, lists 

company recruits for the years 
1850-51. Most new recruits 

were hired on as common 
laborers, although a few 

professionally-trained 
individuals were assigned to 
specific occupations, such as 

blacksmith or surgeon. 
A sizable number of recruits 
either died or deserted prior 

to the expiration of their 
term of service. 

small, the "Willamette Settlement" 
not burgeoning until the middle 1840s. 
So Simpson hoped to open foreign 
markets to Columbia "country pro
duce," particularly grain, beef, butter, 
fish and wood. Indeed, his policy of 
diversification was predicated oh the 
exploitation of foreign as well as do
mestic markets. 

E specially promising were Rus
sian America, the Hawaiian 
Islands and California. Hawaii 
was the most distant, but its 

population was considerable and in
creasing; California was the closest, but 
its modest population had not yet been 
swollen by the gold rush. Nevertheless, 
company agents were stationed in both 
Honolulu and Y erba Buena. The best 
prospect was Russian Alaska, with its 
chronic shortage of consumer goods, 
including foodstuffs. Moreover, if the 
Hudson's Bay Company could replace 
the American fur trading vessels as the 
suppliers of New Archangel (Sitka\ 
then what Simpson called the Yankee 
"birds of passage" would be driven from 
the coast, leaving its trade to the British 
and the Russians. 
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Beginning in the late 1820s, Simp
son tried to do just that, and within a 
decade he had succeeded. His cause was 
aided by the withdrawal of Sitka's 
American suppliers when the coast 
trade declined, and by the collapse of 
the California missions, another group 

of suppliers, in the wake of seculariza
tion. When the Honourable Company 
signed the "Russian contract" with the 
Russian-American Company in 1839, 
it gained virtual control of the coast 
trade in exchange for annual deliveries 
of Columbian provisions and English 
manufactures to Sitka. 

The same agreement enabled the 
Russians to dispose of Russian Califor
nia (sold to the soon-to-be famous John 
Sutter) and the Hudson's Bay Com
pany to abandon Forts Mcloughlin and 
Taku. It also prompted the Hudson's 
Bay Company to establish the Puget's 
Sound Agricultural Company to fulfill 
the alimentary clauses of the contract. 
(In fact, Fort Vancouver and the Willa
mette settlers were to provide most of 
the grain and Fort Langley most of the 
butter, with the "sheep concern" at 
Cowlitz and N isqually farms catering 
largely to the English wool market.) 
This situation remained unchanged 
until the division of the Oregon 
Country in 1846 and the California 
gold rush in 1849. 

The final motive behind diversifica
tion was the desire to develop alterna
tive sources of profit to the fur trade. 

Just as the maritime fur traders of the 
coast increasingly diversified their traf
fic in the face of the overhunting of sea 
otter, so too did the continental fur 
traders of the interior with the over
trapping of beaver. The company had 
entered the Oregon Country in order to 

compensate for the falling returns of 
Rupert's Land (in northern Canada). 
On the Pacific slope its policy had been 
to "trap clean" the lower Columbia and 
Snake River lands, forming a buffer 
against American mountain men for 
the protection of what one Bay man 
called "the great beaver nursery" of 
New Caledonia. 

T his policy was so successful 
that beaver returns did not 
decrease substantially until 
after 1841, while the returns 

of all furs remained fairly stable. In 
other words, beaver pelts were increas
ingly replaced by non-beaver pelts, just 
as in the coast trade non-sea otter skins 
increasingly supplanted sea otter. 

What one servant described as "the 
exterminating system of hunting" was 
the chief but not the only reason for the 
demise of the beaver trade. Capricious 
fashion was changing: the felt hat was 
becoming old hat, giving way to the 
new silk topper. The result was what 
James Douglas characterized as "the de
cline and wreck of fur trade affairs," 
with the company's profits falling 
steadily after the mid 1830s. 
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This early view of 
Fort Nisqually, founded in 
1833 at the edge of Grande 

Prairie to tap the fur trade of 
Puget Sound, was sketched 

by Edmond T. Coleman, 
circa 1869. 

The old order of the Indian Country 
fur trade was changing, and Simpson, 
with his sharp business sense, had real
ized this early. His response-diversifi
cation-succeeded in prolonging the 
company's profitable years and, by 
ousting the American coasters, helped 
to keep the central part of the North
west Coast in British hands. Indeed, it 
is arguable that his policy could well 
have kept all of the right bank of the 
Columbia River British, too, since it 
was the lack of resolve in London, not 
the lack of British or the presence of 
American settlers on the northern side 
of the Columbia-Snake-Clearwater 
axis, that resulted in the Oregon Coun
try being divided internationally along 
the 49th parallel. Much later another 
kind of diversification, this time into 
real estate and general merchandising, 
was to change the company into a mod
ern corporation and help it survive to 
the present day. 

James R. Gibson is Professor of Geography at 
York University in Toronto, Ontario, and 
author of several works on Russian colonial 
expansion, plus the forthcoming Otter Skins, 
Boston Ships, and China Goods. 



FROM THE COLLECTION 

Diary of a Sea Captain's Wife 

THE SOCIETY'S SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION 

recently received three volumes of diaries 
kept by Ida Plum between 1885 and 1888. 
Mrs. Plum, who married Captain John A. 
Plum in 1885, sailed with her husband on 
the bark]. H. Bowers from New York to Port 
Townsend, Washington Territory via Batavia 
(Java), Hong Kong, Honolulu and Callao 
(Peru). They reached Port Townsend in 
December 1887, and Ida Plum gave birth to a 
child in January 1888, after which she, her 
husband and their newborn sailed for 
Sydney, Australia. Upon returning to the 
United States in September they settled in Port Townsend. 

Ida Plum was a diligent diarist, making daily entries that included 
descriptions of on-board activities and ports of call, as well as her thoughts 
about and reactions to life at sea. 

The diaries are a significant addition to the Society's collections as there 
are very few diaries kept at sea by wives of sea captains in any public 
collections. The diaries will be of interest to maritime historians and those 
doing research in women's history. The following is a typical entry: 
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At Port Townsend, December 21st, Wednesday, 1887. 

RECEIVED a letter this A.M. from dear little Katie. Sent a letter home, today, 
to sister Hennie. Our "stores" are coming on board, and the carpenters are 
cutting Four bow posts in ship so that we may carry lumber. Our first officer is 
not feeling well-says he will have to leave us. Captain sent off a box of white 
grapes last evening and I have eaten so many I am feeling really uncomfortable. 
I am a great mg mg. Mrs. Pettygrove spent this afternoon with me. She ii f!: 
darling girl. My nurse came on board this afternoon-Mrs. Smith--we hope we 
shall like her. "Amah" [a Chinese maid] went on shore this afternoon. This 
evening she has asked Captain if he will pay her off as she wants to leave. She is 
jealous of our new nurse. I am sorry to have her leave, still, if she is going to be 
ugly and dissatisfied, she can go . Captain told her to pack her trunks and 
go in the morning. 

The diaries were recently donated by Albert Plum of Tacoma, grandson of Ida Plum. 
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of the 
Lake People 

By Nile Thompson 

I n the latter half of the 1-9th cen
tury, immediately following 
treaty signing and the territorial 
war, some western Washington 

Indians persisted in living off
reservation, reluctant to resettle on 
a reservation outside of their own 
territory. The Indian Office in 
Washington, D.C., had made it 
clear to Governor Stevens that res
ervations should not be placed in 
proximity to American population 
centers such as Olympia, Steila
coom, Seattle and Port Townsend. 

The leaders of the Indian villages 
neighboring white settlements were 
highly visible to the white citizens 
because they headed hunting and 

v~--- ------ -------------- ------ ---- ~ gathering parties, engaged in 
trade with them, and pos
sessed the demeanor befit
ting people of their position. 
One of the few couples for 
whom there remains both a 
photographic and oral his
tory record is the head of the 
Shilshole village of the 
Duwamish tribe, Salmon 
Bay Charlie (aka Indian 
Charlie, Siwash Charlie or 
Hwehlchtid) and his wife 
Madelline ( or Chiloh
leet'sa). 
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ABOVE: Salnwn Bay Charlie's house and canoe, looking east 
toward where the Ballard locks are now located. Even when he was 
getting on in years, Charlie was still able to handle the family-sized 
Nootkan-style canoe alone. 

OPPOSITE: Salmon Bay Charlie with a basket of clams and 
another basket containing either fish or crabs. 
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When the whites first ar
rived, the large communal 
houses of the Shilshole vil
lage were located on the 
north shore of Salmon Bay 
near the locks of modern
day Ballard. It is not known 
whether the houses were 
burned in an effort to drive 
this village of Duwamish In
dians onto the Port Madison 

Reservation or if they were burned 
by eager settlers after the Indians 
had departed. In either case, some 
Indians, having found it difficult to 
survive in Suquamish tribal terri
tory, returned to their village site. 

In the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries Indian shacks were nu
merous on Salmon Bay. The main 
cluster of 30 or so Shilshole Indians 
was on the north side at the site of 



the present-day locks. Others were 
located near the mouth of the north 
shore. From there it was possible at 
low tide to walk across the narrows 
to the spit inhabited by the Charlies. 
Charlie and Madelline lived be
neath two tall firs on the south shore 
of Salmon Bay (down the hill from 
what is now Discovery Park). 

The Indians lived in single family 
shacks made of lumber that was sal
vaged or secured in trade from the 
nearby white residents. The shacks 
were transitional between the tradi
tional longhouse and the turn-of
the-century American house. The 
Charlies' house was said to be typi
cal of the period. If one report is ac
curate, it was constructed about 
1864, some nine years after the 
treaty and seven years after the ter
ritorial war. 

The couple lived a life some
where between a traditional exist
ence and the life of the white resi
dents of the area. They continued 
with subsistence gathering, but sold 
some of their salmon, clams and 
berries to their white neighbors. 
With this income they bought other 
items from the whites or spent it on 
traditional ceremonies. Although 
Ballard residents found it acceptable 
to buy food from the Shilshole Indi
ans, some drew the line at their off
spring interacting with the Indian 
children. 

In precontact times the head
man of the Shilshole village was 
also the leader of the band of 
Duwamish known as the Lake 

People. Charlie ( whose father was 
Shilshole and mother Samish) was 
heir to that position and boastfully 
lamented that, had it not been for 
the Point Elliott treaty, he would 
have owned all the property from 
Shilshole to Snoqualmie Falls, the 
homeland of the Lake People, as 
well as the adjacent land leading to 
the gathering grounds of the neigh
boring Snoqualmie tribe. Charlie 
was an influential and well-to-do 
man among his people by virtue of 
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ABOVE: Indian shacks 
along a Seattle waterfront, 
1898-1903. 

his food supply business. Around 
1900, it is said, Charlie hosted one 
of the last potlatches in the area. 

Charlie, Madelline and their 
house were often the subjects of 
photographs and postcards. In fact, 
Charlie became Seattle's most 
popular and most photographed In
dian after the 1896 death of Chief 
Sealth's daughter, Princess An
geline. He was also a favorite among 
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the children of Ballard and Magno
lia, devoting much time to talking 
with them. He delighted in telling 
them tales and showing them his 
scars from the "Indian wars." He 
took time to make a bow and arrow 
set for at least one white child. 

By the 1890s the Charlies' house 
was a Seattle landmark. A 15-foot 
ramp led up to their house from the 
beach. Their one-room cabin had 



Charlie . . 

boastfully 

lamented that, 

had it not been 

for the Point 

Elliott treaty, 

he would have 

owned all the 

property from 

Shilshole to 

Snoqualmie 

Falls, the 

homeland of 

the Lake 

People . . 

no front door. There was a fire pit in 
the center of the room, providing 
light and heat for comfort, cooking, 
and drying salmon. The smoke ex
ited through a two-foot square hole 
in the ceiling. The vent was a transi
tional type between the traditional 
smoke hole and the chimney. The 
"funnel" was shaped like a truncated 
pyramid, constructed from boards, 
and served to draw smoke from the 
room. A ladder was positioned on 
the house for repairing leaks and 
arranging salmon to dry on planks 
set over a sloping roofline on the 
northwest side. 

0 ne day Charlie paddled 
to Ballard in his large 
canoe to do some shop
ping. While he was 

gone, two white neighbor boys came 
by his home and looked in the door
way. Inside they saw Madelline sit
ting crosslegged in front of the fire. 
All at once she fell over sideways 
and died. 

Madelline's death came in 1914 
or 1915, while the locks were under 
construction. Three months later 

COLUMBIA 3 7 SUMMER 1991 

Charlie was taken away to a reserva
tion by the Office of Indian Affairs. 
Billy Phillips, who was probably a 
relative of either Charlie or Madel
line, had built his house next to the 
Charlies' place. A couple of months 
after Charlie was moved, Phillips set 
about clearing off the property. He 
came one day and burned down 
both houses, following tribal tradi
tion. The Indians of Puget Sound 
believed that the only way to sever 
the connection between a house 
and an owner who died within it was 
to bum the house. This was the end 
of Salmon Bay Charlie's shack, 
which was at the time the most his
toric building in the area. 

The dredging of the narrows and 
construction of the ship canal dis
placed the remaining Shilshole In
dians who were living on the Sal
mon Bay waterfront in 1915. It also 
obliterated the entire spit where the 
Charlies lived. 

Nile Thompson has a Ph.D. in linguistics. 
He has done research on the Indians of the 
Pacific Northwest for 18 years, and has 
authored books and articles on the subject. 

LEFT: MadeUine 
Charlie standing 
beneath salmon 
drying in the sun, 
1903. 



By S. L. Sanger 

MANHATTAN 
QTith~ Columbia 

An Oral History of the Hanford Plutonium Works 

t came to Smohalla in a vision: White men will come to claim the land and 

river and to force their ways upon his people. He must impart to his 

people not to give up the ways of their ancestors but to await the day 

when the white man's tide would turn. They will once again be free to 

roam this land and take the salmon. 

Army and Du Pont brass, photographed at Hanford, probably in 1946. From left, 
G. P. Church, Du Pont construction chief at Hanford; Major General Leslie Groves, 
Manhattan Project chief; Colonel F. T. Matthias, officer in charge at Hanford; 
Lt. Col. Ben Rogers, deputy Army engineer; and Walter Simon, DuPont's 
operations manager. 
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Smohalla, known as the Dreamer, 
was the spiritual leader of the W ana-
pums in the years after 1855, and he was 
famed for his gift of prophesy. His vision 
of white men coming to claim the lands 
where his people had roamed came true 
in 1943. The government built the 
Hanford Engineering Works, a prosaic 
name for the world's first plutonium 
factory. The plant manufactured the 
nuclear ingredient for the first atomic 
device, which was tested in New 
Mexico, and for the weapon that de
stroyed the city of Nagasaki. Smohalla, 
who had spoken of many personal jour
neys to the spirit world, might have 

"In March, 1943, 

into Hanford, they said we can't go in 
there. Some years when this is all over, you 
can come back and fish again. But now we 
can't do that. 

when I was about 
Plutonium, as an explosive for an 

atomic weapon, was something of a late 
starter in the race for "the bomb." Most 
attention was focused on U-235, the fis
sionable isotope of uranium. A man
made element, plutonium was not iden
tified until late 1940, and until 
mid-1941 no one had given much 
thought to plutonium during the bomb
building discussions. However, scien-

22, we received a 
letter from the 

government 
that we would 

have to move [out] 
in 30 days." 

smiled if he had known plutonium was 
named for the planet Pluto, which had 
been named for the Greek god of the underworld-"the lord 
of the dead." 

F or nine centuries, perhaps as long as nine millennia, 
a thriving native population had called this region of 
the Columbia home. Their lives were inextricably 
linked with the river, as evidenced by the tribe's 

traditional name-Wanapum, meaning river people. The 
area of south-central Washington that was home to the tribe 
encompasses the route of the Columbia from where it forms 
the border between present-day Kittitas and Grant counties 
down to the mouth of the Yakima River. A seasonally no
madic people, the Wanapums would live most of the year 
alongside the Columbia in an area distinguished by sage
brush barrenness and basaltic rock blemishes. 

In recent years the W anapum band has dwindled to two 
full-blooded members. One of them was Frank Buck, 16 years 
old when the Army came to build the works at Hanford, the 
son of old Chief Johnny Buck. He spoke slowly, in faltering 
sentence fragments: 

OVERLEAF: 
Paycheck line for 
construction workers. 
A normal work week 
was six days (54 hours) 
with overtime pay 
above 50 hours. Pay 
scales were at 
prevailing rates in the 
area, about $ 1.00 an 
hour for laborers, and 
up to about $1.85 for 
skilled workers such as 
plumbers, bricklayers, 
steamfitters and 
electricians. 

Wanapum . . . W anapum. The 
whole river. W anapum means river 
people. We used to live in the tules 
[huts made of reeds] until spring, 
then we take them apart, put them 
away and we move. First we move 
after the root feasts, clear up to Soap 
Lake and Waterville. Then down to 
Ellensburg. Horn Rapids for fish
ing. Naches Pass for berries and 
more fishing for several weeks. Af
ter this, we come back to Priest Rap
ids, where our home was for winter. 
We just went over this year after 
year. We just circle the same way 
every time. When the Army came 

tists knew plutonium likely would be a 
product of the fission of uranium atoms 
inside a nuclear reactor. One problem 

was that a self-sustained nuclear reaction had not yet oc
curred. Another was separating plutonium from uranium, 
although this process might not be any more difficult than 
the methods that would be used at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to 
isolate U-235. Plutonium and uranium were separate ele
ments; therefore it was theoretically possible to separate 
them chemically. Telescoping history considerably, a 
nuclear reaction did occur at Chicago on December 2, 1942, 
and chemists developed an efficient method of separating 
plutonium from uranium, although this latter development 
did not occur until Hanford was under construction. 

In early 1943 the Army Corps of Engineers, which ad
ministered the atomic bomb program, also known as the 
Manhattan Project, chose an area north of the village of 
Richland as its plutonium production site. Factors in the 

decision included remoteness, a fairly mild climate, and 
plentiful electricity from Grand Coulee and Bonneville 
dams. Later, after it was decided to build water-cooled reac
tors, the designers had a lucky break because of the 
Columbia's exceptionally clean and cold water. 

Hanford may have been the ideal choice for the secret 
plant, but the cost was high for the orchardists, ranchers and 
villagers who lived along the bend of the Columbia in Priest 
Rapids Valley. One of them was Annette Heriford, who grew 
up near the tiny town of Hanford. 

In March 1943, when I was about 22, we received a letter 
from the government that we would have to move [out] in 30 
days. It was a terrible shock. I can't describe it. It was unbe
lievable. The only thing that made it credible to us was the war. 
And our town was chosen for the war effort. I think because of 
that, and I have stated so many times, we were so patriotic. 
Although we could go along with that idea, it was still a terrible 
blow. Even to think about it now, I can't even describe it. In 
spite of our patriotism, I remember one man stood there with a 
shotgun and said they would have to move him. Being in a state 
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of shock you didn't think normally. When 
this happened, instead of us being able to 
band together in time to say what are we 

Christmas, 1944, at one of the women's barracks. Security was tight at the 
residences, with barbed wire and gate guards. 

going to do about this, we were so busy, knowing we had less 
than 30 days. They appraised my father's pku:e at $1 ,700. 
That was the 30 acres and 40 acres at Gable Mountain. They 
offered 25 cents an acre for the 40 acres, $10. That was 
outrageous .. . . The pump alone cost $895. It cost $1,900 
just to put the well in, we had overhead spray pipe, under
ground concrete pipe, plus the land. It was ridiculous . Ridicu
lous! In 1944 I returned to the ranch and that was a mistake . 
The grass was high and beginning to dry and I sat and wept like 
a baby .... I've told so many people that, when I was going 
to college at the University of Washington, I would say I was 
from Hanford and they would say, "Where's that? It isn't even 
on the map, is it?" I got so tired of hearing it that I said "Don't 
you worry, one day Hanford will be so famous the whole world 
will know about Hanford ." 

Another casualty of the 1943 Army invasion was White 
Bluffs, considered one of the prettiest little towns on the 
Columbia, located a few miles upriver from Hanford. As a 
young girl, Kathleen Hitchcock moved there in 1910 with 
her parents, Tom and Jane O'Larey, who worked ten acres of 

apples. Later, her parents ran the local newspaper, The White 
Bluffs Spokesman. "We really pioneered ... our first house was 
just kind of a tent," Mrs. Hitchcock said. 

My dad did the paper for a while; then, of course, the war 
started. By that time he had sold the paper and got a job. 
Everyone thought we would be evacuated, a lot were. My 
mother took it very hard, they had always expected to live there 
the rest of their lives. And it was pretty hard when the Army 
engineers came in and told them to, you know, get out. Gave 
them maybe a week to get out, maybe they had their farm 
animals and no money. No cash! Nobody had cash in those 
days. They went to places like Grandview and Yakima. My 
dad decided the best thing to do was to get a job with Du Pont 
and stay there as long as he could, in our house . He felt like that 
was their home, he didn't know what else to do. He stayed 
there and did that until they left and moved to Grandview. It 
was a pretty hard thing. Lots of them just had to leave, and 
some of them ended up at Medical Lake [state mental hospital], 
you know, couldn't quite face it. My mother never really 
adjusted to it. The fact that the government could come in and 
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Robley L. Johnson photo 

take your home away. We were in the war 
and they felt like they were donating as 
many young men as any other place to the 
war effort. It was really sad. They didn't 
know what for, they only knew it was for 
the war effort . . . . 

Hanford Camp mess hall. The food was good at Hanford, and plentiful. The 
eight mess halls had a capacity for almost 20,000 persons. The total number of 
meals served from April 1943 until January 1945 added up to almost 21 
million, and that doesn't include more than three million box lunches. 

The War Department took control of more than 670 
square miles. Richland, population 208, became a federal 
city. White Bluffs and Hanford, perhaps 300 people alto
gether, disappeared, along with some 1,000 persons who had 
farmed and ranched there. Next came construction. Some 
said the world hadn't seen anything like it since the building 
of the pyramids. 

Peak construction payroll was 45,096 in June 1944, and 
by then 51,000 persons-counting workers and family mem
bers-were living in Hanford Camp, the housing area built 
at the Hanford townsite 35 miles north of Richland. For two 
years the camp was one of the largest cities in the state, and 
in 1944 the War Department said Hanford was "the most 
urgent construction project being carried out for the war 
effort." Richland was transformed into a city of 17,000 per
manent residents. Du Pont, the project's prime contractor, 

built three nuclear reactor complexes, three colossal struc
tures for the chemical separation process, a facility to manu
facture uranium fuel elements, even a railroad. The scale was 
amazing, but even more so was the knowledge that this work 
represented brand new theory with very little history for 
guidance. Construction was completed and all three reactors 
were producing plutonium by early 1945. 

W orkers came to Hanford by the thousands. Few 
knew why they were there, only that they 
were doing "something to win the war." Re
cruiting pamphlets warned that "life was a 

little on the rugged side," with semi-desert conditions and 
wind storms, and described the job only as "heavy industrial 
plant construction." General Leslie Groves, who ran the 
Manhattan Project, visited Hanford and told a friend that 
the big idea may have come from the scientists, but "it was 
the Okies and Arkies who built this job." 
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One Oklahoman was steamfitter 
Leon Overstreet. Overstreet grinned 
when he remembered an outhouse 
scrawl he saw in 1944: "Come on you 
Okies/Let's take Japan/We took Cali
fornia and never lost a man." 

"I got my brother 
and a welder I was 

were ready to build a plant. He did say that 
it was impossible to tell us what we were 
doing because the enemy would like to 
know. We were not allowed, he said, to 
discuss it with each other . . . . Matthias 
said I can tell you this much, that it's impor
tant and the enemy, Germany, is attempt
ing to do the same thing we are, to build a 
plant like this . And whoever gets there first 
will win the war. And that was enough said. 
We didn't ask any further questions .... 

I was the ninth fitter hired on the Du 
Pont construction job and my brother 
Paul was the tenth. We came in to
gether. In my case I was working at the 
Sunflower Ordnance W arks in Kansas, 
near Kansas City. That was a Hercules 
powder company. I was a steamfitter 
there. On a day in May 194 3 , I hap
pened to be in the can and I heard two 

working with 
interested and we 

got all our coupons 
for gasoline and tires 

and came on 
When we heard about the bombs, it was 

a great feeling. I felt that my effort had been 
worthwhile. Everybody I worked with was 
glad to be able to talk about it, and we were 
all pretty glad we had been a part of it. That 
ended the war, and saved a lot of lives. 

out .... " 

laborers talking. They said, "Boy, 
there's a big job out at Walla Walla, 
Washington, and they're recruiting guys to go out there." 
Before the day was over I heard someone else say that. We 
fitters hadn't been recruited, no one talked to us, I don't think 
they wanted us to leave. I called after work that day, to the 
union business manager at Walla Walla, Washington, and he 
happened to be a barber. He said, "Yeah, come on out and 
bring all of them who are willing to work in plumbing until the 
steamfitting starts. We'll be glad to put you out there, they are 
wanting all they can get ." He said he heard it was the largest 
construction job in the world. I got my brother and a welder I 
was working with interested and we got all our coupons for 
gasoline and tires and came on out . . . . 

We went out to 100-B ( the first reactor) in May 1944; we 
were among the first steamfitters on the job . I was, I guess, 
amazed. I couldn't figure it out. I looked at that thing we were 
working on, this reactor. It had all kinds of tubes and pipes 
running through it, and graphite blocks that the other crafts 
were laying around the pipes. Nobody could understand what 
kind of a contraption it was. They had never seen anything like 
it. You can usually understand what you're doing. But boy 
that one floored us .... When I first saw B, it was just coming 
out of the ground. They had the base of the thing already down. 
Other crafts had done that. A lot of the preliminary work had 
been done, but we came in on the piping end of it. It grew out 
of the ground. And boy they were really ganging that thing. 
You could hardly take a step without running over somebody. 
We swarmed over that thing, like flies . . . . 

We worked overtime nearly all the time ... . Most of the 
time we worked six days, they were in a hurry. Sometimes we 
worked on Sunday. I was making $1 . 65 an hour, but that was 
high wages then. 

I remember Colonel Matthias [Army officer in charge at 
Hanford] called a mass meeting, outside at White Bluffs, the 
spring of 1944. Thousands came. He wanted to get it across to 
everybody how important it was. Some people didn't seem as 
dedicated as they could have been. He made a pretty good 
speech. It gave us all a shot in the arm. When we left there we 

s ome 5,000 women were employed at Hanford dur
ing construction, and several thousand more lived 
with their husbands in the camp's trailer park. 
Women, for the most part, worked in the mess halls 

or were clerks and secretaries. In the barracks the women 
lived behind barbed wire-to keep the men out. A few were 
in the Women's Army Corps, and one of them, Hope Sloan 
Amacker, a secretary in Army intelligence from Middle
town, Ohio, won a couple of beauty queen contests, includ
ing the title of"Sweetheart of the Hanford Engineer Works." 

I was on a train on New Year's Eve 1943 coming to Hanford, 
traveling with another gal, a WAC. We had stopped in Oak 
Ridge for a little indoctrination, and then the other gal and I 
came out here. Mr. Carpenter, the president of Du Pont, was 
on the same train, on his way to Hanford. He knew we were 
on the train, and he asked if we could come into his compart
ment and have a New Year's Eve drink. I guess the train was 
somewhere in Montana . .. . We left his compartment door 
open and the military police kind of hung around, and we had 
a drink with him. He was a real gentleman. He was lonely, 
and he had pictures of his family and we told about our f ami
lies. That was kind of a highlight of my Army career .... 

Life in the barracks was weird. There was not much to do 
until they built the rec hall, and later they got some big name 
bands. We worked nine hours a day, and that was pretty much 
it. Weekends, if we got a pass, we went to Yakima or Seattle or 
Portland. Usually four or five of us would get together and 
drive. After we moved to Richland it was better because the 
married couples had houses and they entertained a lot. And we 
had parties in our dorms. 

I remember when I won the beauty contest. I don't remem
ber how I was chosen, but there were 40 or more girls in it. I got 
$1 00 and an engraved loving cup. The cup fell apart . . . . 
Well, in 1944 everyone was young here, and it was heavenly. 
The experience was once in a !if etime. You knew you were 
doing something important, but you didn't know what. 
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Jane Hutchins and her sister were footloose. The pay was 
good at Hanford and eastern Washington was a long way 
from Kansas. 

Sis and I got on a bus in Coffeyville, Kansas, in August of' 4 3 
and we landed in Pasco. The bus depot was right in the center 
of this teeny-weeny little town and these weird-looking men 
were sitting around. She was 17 and I was 22, and how we had 
the guts to go any farther I don't know. We weren't recruited, 
we heard about these fabulous salaries they were paying out 
here. They said secretaries were making $60 a week. In 
Coffeyville, I was making $20. Sis was just out of high school 
and doing nothing. We started off, two dumb kids that were 
tired of living in Kansas. 

We caught a bus from Pasco out to Hanford and went 
through employment and both got jobs immediately. I went to 
work in the training relations department which handled the 
Sage Sentinel, which was the company newspaper, and also 
the library, the entertainment. Sis went to work for Rob John
son-he was the chief Du Pont photographer. I was a secretary 

for the manager of training relations, and head cashier at the 
entertainment hall . . . . Those nights out there were wild and 
woolly for a 22-year-old kid who had lived in Kansas all her 
life. They were an eye-opener. Liquor was rationed, but they 
always seemed to have it. The guys would pick up a can of 
Coke and go out to their car for a bottle. You drank it straight, 
and washed it down with Coke .... 

The women's barracks had a house mother. A lot of men 
were family men, and they weren't interested in what you 
would call dating. And if you did have a date there was no place 
to go except Yakima for dinner and that was 70 miles away. At 
the women's barracks, a guy would have to go in the gate, say 
who it was he wanted to see and the woman would be escorted 
down. At midnight or 1 o'clock, whenever the curfew was, 
they would scratch off names of men leaving the barracks, and 
if some names weren't scratched off, they would come looking 
for them. I look back now and realize this was a free country, 
but we were living behind barbed wire at Hanford-all to 
protect womanhood. I know that where women were con
cerned, Hanford could either make you or break you. Gals 

The White Bluffs newspaper office, 1943, after the federal government had 
purchased the property. 

who had never had male attention before 
were, you know, popular. You could either 
become a slut, I suppose, if you wanted to, or 
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you could become very strong 
and be able to say "no." 

:-iill---------,----~---i ii 
• 
f 

The rooms were nice. Two 
beds, two dressers and four 
walls. The food was pretty 
good. No one starved. You ate 
all you wanted. When the bowl 
was empty, you held it up and 
it was refilled. Once, I did that 
in a Yakima restaurant and I 
was so embarrassed. 

:.. .... "'I ~ 

Our first Christmas, in '43, 
was rough, being away from 
home. I remember we planned 
a great big office party, but 
there were no such things as 
Christmas trees, so some of us 
went out into the desert and got 
a big hunk of sagebrush. 

We all got along pretty 
good. Maybe it was a different 
attitude. No inkling what we 
were doing, and I had no rea
son to be curious. I was busy 
with my job. I came from a 
little town. Believe it or not I 
had an inferiority complex, and 
at Hanford I knew the only 
way I could make friends was 
to be a friend myself. I really 
came out of my shell. 

When they dropped the 
bombs, that was an exciting 
time. I had never heard of such 
a thing as atomic power. Right 
after that the war ended. Well, 
I fought the war at Hanford . 

The plutonium test bomb atop its 103-foot steel tower in the New Mexico desert north of 
Alamogordo the day before it was exploded in the world's first test of a nuclear device. The 
man is Norris Bradbury, a physicist who later became director of the Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. The 60-inch diameter, five-ton device (scientists called it "the gadget") was an 
implosion bomb, which meant 5,300 pounds of chemical explosives surrounding the 13.5-
pound plutonium alloy core exploded inwardly, compressing the core to an explosive super
critical mass. An almost identical device, placed inside a bulbous tail-finned bomb casing, 
was named "Fat Man" and dropped on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. Energy yield for the 
Trinity test bomb and the Nagasaki weapon was placed at 22 kilotons of TNT, almost twice 
the yield of the Hiroshima bomb, which contained V-235. 

By early February 1945 the first plutonium was on its 
way from Hanford to Los Alamos, New Mexico. 
Hanford's "product," syrupy plutonium nitrate, was 
transformed into plutonium metal at Los Alamos. A 

13.5 pound sphere of this metal, about the size of a large 
orange, became the explosive core of the first atomic bomb. 
Scientists called it "the plutonium gadget," and exploded the 
egg-shaped device at Trinity Site, north of Alamogordo in 
the high desert of southern New Mexico, on July 16, 1945. 
Marvin Wilkening, a young physicist who had made a grand 
tour of the Manhattan Project-Chicago, Oak Ridge, Han
ford, Los Alamos-was there that day. 

We used welder's glass in front of our eyes, and covered all our 
skin. The countdown ended and we felt, well, it was like being 
close to an old-fashioned photo flash bulb. If you were close 
enough you could feel warmth because of the intense light, and 
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the light from the explosion scattering from the mountains and 
the clouds was enough to feel it. My feet were toward Mock
ingbird Gap, Point Zero was to my left. Immediately we 
turned around and looked toward the blast, and the cloud was 
a white spot through the welder's glass . Terrific as it was, the 
blast was an anti-climax compared to the feel of the flash of 
light which traveled so much faster than the sound wave .. .. 

We fallowed the fireball as it rose, white , then light orange. 
What was fantastic to me was the development of what, under 
other circumstances, would have been a beautiful purple color 
that was the result of the intense radiation from this fall of 
fire-radiation interacting with air molecules. 

A former military writer for the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, S. L. 
Sanger has been interested in World War II Hanford since the early 
1970s. With Robert W. Mull and Robley L. Johnson, he has authored 
Hanford and the Bomb: An Oral History of World War II, 
published in 1990 by Living History Press of Seattle. 
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SOW NG 
GOOD 
SEEDS Sowing Good Seeds: 

The Northwest Suffrage Campaigns 
of Susan B. Anthony. 
By G. Thomas Edwards. Portland: Oregon 
Historical Society Press, 1990. 355 pp. $22.50. 

Reviewed by Joan E. Bryson. 

I n 1871, at the age of 51, Susan Brownell Anthony made the first 
of three trips from the east coast to the Pacific Northwest to 
promote the enfranchisement of women. Sowing Good Seeds is 

not only an account of these trips, but a portrait of a warm individual 
with a capability for leadership and an overwhelming tenacity to a 
cause. Anthony came to a virgin territory that was still seeking its 
identity; consequently, it is interesting to read her descriptions of 
the geography and the accounts of her travels and modes of transpor
tation, as well as her opinions about the issues. She returned in 1896 
to lend strength to the still-struggling movement, and again her 
travels and problems are aptly described. In 1905, she made her final 
trip, this time in ill health. By now her cause was popular, as was 
she-a fact which Dr. Edwards makes clear through his adept use of 
quotations. 

This is a straightforward, definitive account of the suffragist 
movement in the Pacific Northwest, the difficulties faced by the 
organizers, the in-house bickering, and the attitudes of the people in 
different communities. Maps are provided and pictures of the 
prominent players are included. The author presents a good history 
of the growth of Washington Territory into statehood, with vivid 
descriptions of personalities and attitudes, and a real understanding 
of the emerging political and economic factions. Throughout the 
book the author introduces other suffragists and identifies their 
roles, giving a clear picture of the movement and its ramifications. 
This reviewer finds an all too familiar parallel to the current argu
ments against the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

A good portion of the book is devoted to the activities of Abigail 
Scott Duniway, an associate of Anthony, who was an Oregon news
paper editor and an important and outspoken advocate of women's 
suffrage. Her strained relationships with colleagues and the eventual 
coolness that developed between her and Anthony are placed in 
context with her devotion to the movement and its struggles. 

Susan B. Anthony did not live to see the results for which she 
fought so hard, for she died of pneumonia on March 14, 1906. 
Professor Edwards of Whitman College clearly shows that she did 
indeed sow "good seeds." Women were given voting rights in 
Washington in 1910, and in Oregon in 1912. 

Joan E. Bryson lives in Ednwnds and is a member of North by Northwest 
Writers. She is a reader by desire, a writer by avocation, and a microbiologist by 
vocation. 

Nch'i-Wana 
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Eugene S. Hunn 

Nch'i-Wana, "The Big River": 
Mid-Columbia Indians and 
Their Land. 
By Eugene S. Hunn with James Selam and 
Family. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 
1990. 390 pp. $30. 

Reviewed by Keith R. Williams. 

T his ethnography is the result of an "apprenticeship" of a 
professional anthropologist to a Native American family. It 
is a detailed and valuable resource, full of ethnographic fact 

and endearing human interest. 
The book centers around the Native American peoples of the 

Columbia River between Celilo Falls and Priest Rapids and a dis
cussion of the complex interplay of Indian and Euro-American 
cultures on the Columbia Plateau. Hunn and Selam illustrate that 
the environment and ecology of the region are still intertwined with 
the culture of these Native Americans. 

The study documents the lifeways of the Mid-Columbia Indians 
since the contact period of the early 1800s. It illustrates the impact 
that historical events have had upon the Mid-Columbia Indians, 
and points out the peoples' imaginative cultural responses. Discus
sion addresses such topics as language (Sahaptin), plant and animal 
resources, ecology, society, religion, and such contemporary issues as 
fishing rights and life on the reservation. The authors assert that the 
impacts of the Mid-Columbia culture have been mistakenly over
looked by anthropologists and historians, and they suggest the 
"waasat" religion begun by Smohalla is an illustration of the culture's 
far-reaching influence. 

Hunn bases his research upon an assortment of written records, 
but much of his material is also gathered from the oral tradition of 
the Mid-Columbia people themselves. The cooperation provided by 
Selam and his family and friends helps make this study uniquely 
valuable. Hunn does a masterful job of melding the separate, 
sometimes differing values of professional anthropologists and Na
tive Americans into an important resource. He accomplishes this 
with sensitivity and feeling. He is candid in his assessments, but not 
dogmatic in his presentation of arguments. 

If the book has a weakness, it is inconsistency of organization. 
Chapters are complex in format, and conclusions are sporadically 
distributed throughout the book. Still, this seems a minor fault when 
weighed against the work's merits. Hunn deserves praise for this 
work, as do James Selam and the many other Sahaptin Indians who 
shared their knowledge and cultural values. Hunn's sensitivity and 
Selam's helpfulness have borne fruit with this study, which should 
benefit both Indian and Euro-American peoples. 

Keith R. Williams is the director of the North Central Washington Museum in 
Wenatchee. 
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So Much to be Done: 
Women Settlers on the Mining 
and Ranching Frontier, 
Ed. by Ruth B. Moynihan, Susan Armitage 
and Christiane Fischer Dichamp. Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 325 pp. 
$32.50 cloth, $12.95 paper. 

Reviewed by Nancy C. Unger. 

T he editors of this book specifically deny any sweeping claims 
about western women's settlement experiences. Indeed, 
differences of time, place, personality, circumstance, class, 

and ethnicity render generalities pointless and misleading. Instead, 
this compilation of narratives by 19 women illustrates the diversity 
and complexity of women's frontier experiences. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that this book is similar in so many 
respects to Lillian Schlissel's excellent Women's Diaries of the West
ward Journey (1982). Since both books deal with 19th-century 
western women and both depend primarily on diaries and letters, it 
seemed that this book on women's roles in settlement would be the 
much-appreciated sequel to Schlissel's investigation of the westward 
journey. Instead, So Much to be Done is a disappointment. Where 
Schlissel skilfully weaves a lively, informative narrative around her 
well-selected quotations, Moynihan, Armitage and Dichamp pro
vide only a brief introduction to each selection, putting aside their 
lack of commentary and analysis with the claim, "The perceptive 
reader must always do some snooping between the lines." 

The documents were selected, according to the editors, for read
ability, authenticity, and representative significance. The selections 
certainly demonstrate the diversity of women on the frontier and 
address the important influences of physical, environmental and 
social status. Their readability, however, is debatable. Several go on 
for many pages without the benefit of any punctuation whatsoever. 
Others, while punctuated, beg for cutting. Most accounts, while 
fascinating, could have benefitted greatly from editorial notes. 

The editors repeatedly assert that most of these women were in 
the West of their own volition and that they responded with imagi
nation, pleasure, courage, humor, and pride. What emerges "be
tween the lines" in more than equal measure to these lofty qualities 
are dependence, loneliness, drudgery, fear, and depression. These 
darker qualities must not be glossed over or minimized if the true 
complexity of frontier women is to be fully appreciated. 

This book is not without value. Some of the accounts are en
grossing and do much to convey the day-to-day experiences of 
women on the frontier and something of their larger significance as 
well. However, in the wake of Lillian Schlissel's Women's Diaries of 
the Westward Journey, which so superbly puts source material into a 
meaningful context, So Much to be Done leaves much to be desired. 

Nancy C. Unger, a Seattle native, earned a doctorate at the University of 
Southern California, and currently teaches women's history at San Francisco 
State University. 

Winds 
of Change 
omen in Northwest 

Commercial Fishing 
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Winds of Change: 
Women in Northwest Commercial 
Fishing. 
By Charlene J. Allison, Sue-Ellen Jacobs, 
and Mary A. Porter. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 1990. 232 pp. $25. 

Reviewed by Mary C. Wright. 

Extractive industries-fishing, forestry and farming--domi
nate the Pacific Northwest economy. Each projects a "rugged 
individual" mythology and each faces a crisis as the region 

moves from exploitative to conservationist strategies. Winds of 
Change provides a unique view of both the limitations of the mythol
ogy and the depth of the crisis in the fishing industry through ten life 
histories of fisheries women. 

Starting with the assumption that they would find women in all 
aspects of the industry, the unsurprised author team makes a sig
nificant contribution to women's history. Even in such a "lone man 
against the sea" industry, women participate at every level. That 
their roles tend to be more flexible and transitory than men's, and 
sometimes their work is obscured by their husband's names, may 
explain the assumption that women do not fish. 

Here the reader will find life histories of three Native women and 
seven Euro-American women participating in five occupational 
categories. The first line is that of fishing wives-the "customary" 
role-but there are also independent women in the non-customary 
roles of processors, distributors, service providers, and management. 
Fisheries women in such direct action roles show clearly the con
flicts and difficulties experienced by autonomous women, especially 
those in positions of authority. 

Although the life histories alone can be enjoyed as an interesting 
read, the authors (a committee of three who unfortunately write as 
such) establish a framework for understanding them further. An 
introduction explains their methodology, gives a brief history of 
Northwest fishing and provides a useful summary of the so-called 
Boldt decision. Fishing technology and the management bureau
cracy are also defined. A glossary and time line assist the reader. 

Winds of Change's value, while engaging and instructive, will 
increase with time. The deep changes of the past several decades 
and the escalating crisis of diminished harvests will bring future 
analysts of the fishing industry to these watershed years. Winds of 
Change will be there to offer anthropologically important, self
generated personal histories. Those interested in regional politics 
and economics, Native American life, women's concerns or the 
fishing industry itself will enjoy this book. These true lives tell stories 
better than fiction. 

Mary C. Wright is a Seattle-based freelance writer who serves as editor of the 
Pacific Northwest Historians' Guild newsletter. She is completing a doctoral 
program at Rutgers University. 
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Good Work 

Thank you for my first issue of 
Columbia! You do a terrific job with 
that publication .... Keep up the good 
work. 

Gregory C. Nail, M.D. 
Spokane 

Filling a Space 

I want you to know that Columbia 
Magazine is wonderful, filling a space 
long wanting-a good publication by 
the Washington State Historical 
Society. The Spring 1991 issue is filled 
with news of historical interest and a 
good cross section of subject matter. 
Thanks to you, your vision and choice 
of a team and contributors, we finally 
have a first class publication. 

Mary Randlett 
Bainbridge Island 

Additional Reading 
Interested in learning more about the topics 
covered in this issue? The volumes listed here 
will get you started. 

The World Fire Created 
The Land of Linn, by Floyd C. Mullen. Albany, Oregon: by the author, 1972. 

"The Evolution of the Grass Seed Landscape: A Historical Geography of Agriculture 
in the Southern Willamette Valley," by Wes Lee Reynolds. Masters thesis, University 
of Oregon, 1977. 

The Other Explorers 
Voyage of Sutil and Mexicana, 1792, ed. and trans. by John Kendrick. Spokane: 
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1991. 

Malaspina and Galiano: Spanish Voyages to the Northwest Coast, 1791 & 1792, by 
Donald C. Cutter. Vancouver, B.C.: Douglas & McIntyre, 1991. 

The Men with Wooden Feet: The Spanish Exploration of the Pacific Northwest, by John 
Kendrick. Toronto: NC Press Ltd., 1985. 

A Diverse Economy . 
Farming the Frontier: The Agricultural Opening of the Oregon Country, 1786-1846, by 
James R. Gibson. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1985. 

Fur Trade and Empire: George Simpson's Journal . .. 1824-25, ed. by Frederick Merk. 
Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press, 1968 (revised edition). 

The Letters of John McLaughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor and Committee, ed. 
by E. E. Rich. Toronto: Champlain Society, 1941-44 (three volumes). 

Fort Nisqually 
Fort Nisqually: A Documented History of Indian and British Interaction, by Cecelia 
Swinth Carpenter. Tacoma: T ahoma Research Service, 1986. 

Memories of Nisqually, 1844-49, by Joseph Thomas Heath. Fairfield: Ye Galleon Press, 
1979 (reprint). 

Caesars of the Wilderness, by Peter C. Newman. New York: Viking Penguin, 1987. 

Manhattan on the Columbia 
Hanford and the Bomb, An Oral History of War/a War II, by S. L. Sanger, with Robley 
Johnson and Robert W. Mull. Seattle: Living History Press, 1990. 

Now It Can Be Tola: The Story of the Manhattan Project, by Leslie Groves. New York: 
Da Capo Press, 1983. 

Manhattan Project: The Unto/a Story of the Making of the Atomic Bomb, by Stephane 
Groueff. Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1967. 

Salmon Bay Charlie 
"The Original Residents of Ballard," by Nile Thompson. Passport to Ballard: The 
Centennial Story. Seattle: Ballard News Tribune, 1988, pp. 10-16. 

The Siwash, Their Life, Legends and Tales, by]. A. Costello. Seattle: Calvert Co., 
1895. 

NP vs. John Barleycorn 
"The Saga of Stampede Pass," The Story of American Railroads, by Stewart Holbrook. 
New York: Crown Publishing, 1947. 

N.P.R. vs Whalen, Washington Territorial Reports, vol. 3, p. 452. 

U.S. vs N. P., United States Reports, vol. 311, p. 317. 
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A NEW AND VALUABLE WORK IN PACIFIC NORTHWEST HISTORY 

The Voyage of 
Sutil and Mexicana 

1792 
The last Spanish exploration 

of the Northwest Coast of America 

translated, with an introduction by John Kendrick 
A handsome work of 260 pages, octavo in size, bound in blue linen cloth with a printed dust jacket. Printed on 
archival book paper. Illustrated with original drawings, and including two appendices, bibliography and index. 
Detailed maps of the expedition are included. $32.50 

Called "the definitive account" of the voyage, this translation is based on the original 
manuscript account of the voyage. It is supplemented by an extensive introduction, 
fascinating explanatory notes, and biographies of the principal characters. Encounters 
with George Vancouver, stops at Nootka, and a close study of the coastline and 
native populations, make this account valuable to all students of the history of the 
Pacific Northwest and Spanish voyages. 

Published by: 

THE ARTHUR H. CLARK COMPANY, Publishers and Booksellers 
P.O. Box 14707, Spokane, WA (800) 842-9286 (509) 928-9540 

Also available at the Washington State Historical Society bookstore, or order through your local book dealer. 
Free catalogs of books on the west available by mail. 
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