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FROM THE EDITOR 

W E CLOSE OUT our tenth volume of COLUMBIA with this issue, 
and what I would first like to do is to acknowledge the innumer
able and usually complimentary comments that members of the 
Society share with me about the magazine. As is true with much 

about the life of the Society, the compliments (and truly the criticisms when they 
occur) are directed at me, but in the instance of COLUMBIA Magazine, Christina 
Dubois is truly the person who makes it happen. 

Some magazines our size have three people doing the work Chris manages with 
some part-time and volunteer assistance. That she is able to make each issue so 
visually interesting never ceases to astound me. When I tell her, after each new 
issue arrives on my desk, that the one at hand is "the best ever," she laughs, "Dave, 
you always say that." To which I respond, "It's the truth," and I'm not the only one 
who thinks so. 

Chris will be going on maternity leave for the next issue, which is kind of a scary 
thing for me because she makes publishing COLUMBIA Magazine look easy, and 
assuredly it is not. But we will hope to maintain her standard while she is gone, 
temporarily, all the while wishing Chris and her expanded family well. 

A final note: We offer our usual array of interesting articles and features with 
this issue, but the survey of the historiography of Asian-Americans in the North
west by noted author Roger Daniels is unusually topical. The election this fall of 
the first Asian-American to the governorship of a mainland state, in the person of 
Gary Locke here in Washington, calls Daniels's essay into even more sharp relief. 

-David L. Nicandri, Executive Editor 
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HISTORY 
COMMENTARY 

The Indian Chief and the Wagon Train 

By Robert H. Ruby 
and John A. Brown 

But for the efforts of Esther Ross, a 
small group of Stillaguamish 
Indians would have been headed 

for tribal extinction. Ross seems an 
unlikely person to have led this Indian 
tribe, having lived the first 22 years of her 
life in the San Francisco Bay area and 
been raised a Seventh-Day Adventist. 
Her link to the tribe was through her Robert Ruby 
mother who was half Stillaguamish. She 
moved north to Washington with her mother in 1926. 

Ross espoused various causes on the tribe's behalf, such as resto
ration of lands, including ancient burial sites, lost under the 1855 
Point Elliott Treaty. Her most important cause, though, was the 
drive to obtain recognition by the federal government of the Stilla
guamish Tribe and to secure the benefits arising therefrom. Her 
quest took her to many places, including the Washington, D.C., 
offices of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the halls of Con
gress where she pursued her agenda so vehemently that officials were 
glad when she left for home. 

Following Ross's SO-year struggle on behalf of her people, there 
suddenly occurred an event that brought her quest for recognition to 
the full attention of the government and the American public. 

Enter a wagon train. Three horse-drawn wagons of buckskin clad 
riders assembled at the International Peace Arch near Blaine, 
Washington, preparing for a journey to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 
to commemorate the bicentennial of the United States' declaration 
of independence from Great Britain. On Sunday, June 8, 1975, the 
train rolled onto Interstate 5 for the first leg of its 3,000-mile trek. 

Neither Ross nor her son and close associate Frank Allen were 
initially aware of the coming wagon train. When word of it arrived, 
Allen phoned S. A. "Bud" Lozar, superintendent of the BlA's 
nearby Everett agency to inform him that the Stillaguamishes 
planned to stop the train. After the media in Everett and Seattle 
were informed of this plan, Allen told his mother what he had done. 
The train was scheduled to reach Island Crossing-where the 
Stillaguamish tribal office was situated-three miles west of Arling
ton, Washington, in four days' time. Prior to the train's arrival, Alan 
Stay, attorney for the tribe, and consultant Rod Sayegusa traveled 
north to Mount Vernon for a Wednesday evening meeting with 
wagon master Ken Wilcox and other train leaders. 

Linda Bryant of the Everett Herald re
members that meeting: "The guys run
ning the wagon train weren't stupid," 
having gotten regional and national me
dia attention because "an Indian tribe
a lowly little nothing tribe with a woman 
as its chief . .. is about to stop the wagon 
train ... milking it for all they're worth." 
Bryant went on to explain that Ross said 
she would not stop the train if its leaders 
would acknowledge her tribe and its 

John Brown rights to land and recognition. 
In all the scurrying about and postur

ing for the confrontation, Ross was unaware that the Department of 
the Interior, apprised of the situation by the media, would send Roy 
Sampsel, special assistant to the secretary of the interior, up from 
Portland to head off potential trouble at Island Crossing. Sampsel 
had had dealings with Ross before and considered her a friend. He 
doubted that she would make an unfriendly gesture toward the 
wagon train. There was, however, a possibility that she might, hav
ing been schooled in activism by Bob Satiacum, a leader in the 
previous "fish wars" on the Puyallup and N isqually rivers. Moreover, 
fresh in the minds of government authorities was the Kutenai tribe's 
declaration of"war" against the United States and its September 20, 
1974, closing of U.S. Highway 2 in northern Idaho. 

In light of these and other Indian activist confrontations, the 
federal government took the threat of trouble seriously-witness its 
dispatching Sampsel to Island Crossing. When interviewed by 
Linda Bryant, Sampsel admitted that the Stillaguamishes had rea
son to voice disenchantment with the federal government: it had 
taken the Department of the Interior an inordinate amount of time 
to respond to the most recent Stillaguamish petition for recogni
tion, filed April 5, 197 4. According to Sampsel, the department was 
unprepared to grant recognition at that time since all the necessary 
information to achieve it was not yet in order. Actually, the sole 
reason for the delay had been the foot-dragging of Secretary of the 
Interior Rogers C. B. Morton. Sampsel did tell Bryant that in 30 
days an in-house opinion of the petition could be completed and 
added to the file, including recommendations from the BIA and 
other area Indian groups with regard to recognition. It would then 
be a high priority item on the agenda of Stanley Hathaway who had 
replaced Morton as secretary of the interior. 

Bryant recalls that, prior to Thursday, June 12, when the train 
was scheduled to arrive at Island Crossing, everyone was asking, 
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"Will they stop the train? Won't they stop the train?" With the 
sense of drama building, Bryant noticed that Ross "played it like a 
master," and also that the wagon train personnel were taking the 
situation seriously. Throughout the night before the train's arrival at 
Island Crossing there had been efforts to stave off an unpleasant 
confrontation. Wagon master Wilcox had assured Bryant, "Our 
position is we're in this project to extend friendship to all people." 
His words notwithstanding, many people, including those aboard 
the wagon train, feared that a confrontation could tum nasry. 

Two hundred onlookers now gathered at Island Crossing as 
tension mounted. A patrolman delivered a telegram from 
wagon train headquarters in Pennsylvania imploring Ross 

not to block the train's passage, but instead to come to Pennsylvania 
where Bicentennial people would negotiate with her. Ross had 
missed the Wednesday evening meeting in Mount Vernon because 
of the death of her granddaughter in a car accident, and she drove 
through the night to return from eastern Washington and reach the 
tribal office at Island Crossing before the arrival of the wagon train. 
Despite her lack of sleep she was unusually composed in the face of 
what would surely be an emotionally charged encounter. 

She was alone in the tribal office when Sampsel came forward to 
greet her. "Why have you come?'' she asked, "I did not send for you." 
At his greeting she avoided any sign of friendship, ignoring the fact 
that they were well acquainted. Regarding her inquiry as to why he 
had not brought "the paper" granting recognition, Sampsel ex
plained that more time was needed to complete the document. 

Part of the Bicentennial Wagon Train, originating 
in Blaine, Washington, on June 8, 1975, en route to 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, for the 200-year anni
versary celebration of American independence. 

Taking the upper hand in the situation, she declaimed, "Talk and 
promises don't work no more. This time you're against a wall." As 
though accepting her resolve to dominate the affair, he turned to 
Bryant, suggesting that they talk privately later that day. After a few 
light remarks he retreated to the train's air-conditioned mobile 

headquarters, it being a very warm day. 
Now the wagon train was in full view. TV cameramen and news 

photographers were poised to record the event. As these media 
persons approached the tribal office, Frank Allen, assuming the 
initial role in the confrontation, stepped forward to grasp the reins 
of one of Wilcox's horses, ordering him to park the wagon train in 
nearby Silvana until the Stillaguamishes received federal recogni
tion. Neither Wilcox, Sampsel nor anyone there could have met his 
impetuous demand. Backing down, Allen escorted Wilcox and 
other members of the wagon train to the tribal office. There, poised 
and dignified, Ross awaited their entry. 

Following a few brief words of welcome she read a speech, noting 
that the train had come in peace and friendship and that her ances
tors had welcomed white men to their valley a century earlier. 
Reporter Bryant observed, "In a high-pitched, sing-song voice that 

. might have been wailing a death chant, she spoke of broken prom
ises," stating that while the train was meant to symbolize the 
strength and determination of the American people, to the 
Stillaguamish it only stood for broken treaties on a trail of tears, 
broken promises, and the lost pride and dreams of her people. Near
ing the climax of her paper, she warned, "We stop this Bicentennial 
wagon train to bring to the attention of the nation that we have no 
other alternative short of violence that would bring our plight to 
light and produce action." Then she read the order: 'This train is 
hereby ordered to stop and not allowed to continue until action 
from Washington, D.C., is taken to formally recognize the 
Stillaguamish Tribe." 

Her words must have embarrassed Stay and Sayegusa, 
~ who had promised wagon master Wilcox that she would 
~ make no such demands. Signaling Sayegusa with his eyes, f Stay seemed to be asking him, "Shall we stop her?" But 
n before Sayegusa could halt Ross's monologue, Stay had 
~ ~ become so impressed with her words and command of the 
:r: situation that he checked Sayegusa, saying, "She's a good 
[ woman who fought all her life for her beliefs. Let her have 
;:: this time to speak and have them listen." 
~ After enduring Ross's protestations and continuing re
f marks about Stillaguamish treaty rights, Wilcox replied, 
n "You have our goodwill. We will carry your message back 
g ~ to the people." At this point Ross presented Wilcox with a 

thunderbird good-luck medallion, which she hung around 
his neck. Wilcox would remember her as "a sweet, 
wrinkled little woman, but a fighter." With little fanfare 
Ross then handed a letter to a rider who, like a pony 
expressman, was to carry it back east to stir the national 
press and make its readers aware of her people's quest for 
recognition. 

Before moving on to the nearby Stanwood-Camano 
Fairgrounds for the night, the train leaders invited Ross to 

ride with them to Everett in one of their wagons. She turned down 
the invitation but did promise to visit them on their scheduled 
arrival in Tacoma. Leaming that one of the train leaders was from 
California, she told him of her early years there and of her gradua
tion from an Oakland high school and attendance at an Adventist 
school. She then related how a granddaughter of Stillaguamish 
Chief Jimmy Dorsey had asked her to come north to be 
Stillaguamish secretary, and finally she mentioned the recent death 
of her husband Arnold Ross. 
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There was paradox in her fraternizing with the train members
she was not one to socialize, especially with strangers and especially 
at such a moment of serious confrontation. Beneath expressions of 
goodwill she was skeptical of Sampsel's promise that within 30 days 
she would hear from the Department of the Interior regarding recog
nition of her people as a tribe. Shortly after the train moved on she 
said, "I hold the hammer for my 
tribe and they will be recognized. 
I am not waiting no 30 days with 
promises from Sampsel." 

Bryant provided a fitting epi
logue to Ross's role in the wagon 
train confrontation: 

said the Department of the Interior was terribly surprised when the 
incident got the attention it did. He remembered: 

I was asked to go up and negotiate [with the tribe] what they [would] 
say ... , how they would handle it . ... In the end it turned the 
protest into an event. Everybody had a good time and the wagon train 

went on . ... Whatl tried to do was get f the parties together and then tell Esther 
:: that I would follow up on it afterwards, 
s' ... I didn't want this [ to get} into a 
is Department [of the Interior] discussion 
; ... let her make her point through using 

this vehicle, let the wagon train ac
j knowledge her. . . . It was a little bit of 
~ conscious strategy on my part. 

l Sampsel believed that if Ross 
could get the Bicentennial Wagon 
Train master to acknowledge the 
Stillaguamishes as a tribe, then it 
would be difficult for the Depart
ment of the Interior to explain why 
it had not recognized them. 

Historical events have the po
tential of turning, if not full circle, at 
least 180 degrees. Where wagon 
train leaders had sought some way to 

prevent a Stillaguamish attempt to 
block their passage, the opposite oc
curred. Writing in Tacoma's News 
Tribune on June 22, 1975, activist 
Hank Adams noted that the wagon 
train benefited greatly from the pub
licity the confrontation generated: 

It was ... moving ... because here 
she was just an old lady in the 
middle of the road. She had Indian 
clothing. It was really a moving 
speech. I remember the emotional 
impact it had on the crowd that 
day. There had been all this hoopla 
. . . and there in the middle of the 
road was this small woman speak
ing in a sing-song voice. It was a 
voice that had great impact at that 
time. It had suddenly stopped being 
a circus and for those few moments 
that she spoke there was this dignity 
about her that everyone out there 
had to respect. Up until then it had 
been a media circus. Even the re
porters in those few minutes no
ticed something in her presence, in 
her voice, and in her words that 
commanded respect for who she 
was and where she was coming 
from and what she was asking. 

Members of the wagon 
train did not easily for
get the Island Crossing 

Stillaguamish chief Esther Ross addressing 
members of the Bicentennial Wagon Train on 
June 13, 1975, in an effort to gain federal 

"There is little question but that the 
people in America and elsewhere 
learned of the Bicentennial through 
Esther's 'attack."' 

While Ross was making the 
Stillaguamishes known in the court recognition for her tribe. 

confrontation or the plucky little woman who temporarily stayed 
their journey. On reaching Valley Forge they sent her a telegram 
announcing their arrival at that shrine of American independence. 
This gesture was evidence of their regard not only for her person but 
also for her influence. As Sampsel put it, the train leaders "didn't 
panic exactly-let's just put it this way, they started calling folks at 
the Bicentennial offices in Washington, D.C. ... They had images 
of a great problem .... They didn't know Esther ... there was some 
concern within the government structure because they didn't know 
if this would be one of those issues that AIM, American Indian 
Movement, would decide was a good thing to do." 

The wagon train incident elevated Ross's status among her ac
tivist friends, as well as with STOWW (Small Tribes of Western 
Washington) and even the BIA agency in Everett. Her dream of an 
acknowledged, recognized tribe no longer seemed vaporous as she 
awaited the promised decision on her petition. 

Discussing his role in what he termed a singular event, Sampsel 

of public awareness, another 
woman, in a court of law 3,000 miles away, would adjudicate the 
goal ofRoss's involvement with the wagon train. The Department 
of the Interior had not kept its promise of a 30-day answer. Follow
ing a hearing before the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia, Judge June Green, on September 24, 1976, filed a memo
randum order in Civil Action No. 75-1718, giving the Department 
of the Interior 30 days to respond to it. On October 27, 1976, Ross 
received word that the Interior Department had granted the recog
nition. She had spent many anxious moments during her 16-month 
wait since confronting the wagon train. Considering the mill-grind
ing slowness of the federal bureaucracy, she might have been thank
ful it took no longer. 

] ohn A. Brown and Robert H. Ruby have co-authored a number of 
works on Native American history. Brown is professor emeritus of 
history at Wenatchee Valley Community College. Ruby is a Moses 
Lake physician and former member of the WSHS Board of Trustees. 
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arly Europeans saw the Colum
bia Plateau as a walled fortress, 
isolated and virtually impos
sible to penetrate through the 

Rocky Mountain and Cascade ranges 
that formed its outer defenses. Fur trad
ers and missionaries saw it as a last fron
tier, virgin and unspoiled. But this was 
an outsider's view. To the native people 
of the region, the Plateau was the center 
of the world, linked to the four comers 
of the continent by well-worn paths and 
a dense social and economic network. 
In fact, the Plateau was a crossroads for 
trade, one that became increasingly 
busy between 1750 and 1850. During 
this pivotal century, the quickening 
pace of trade became an uncontrolled 
torrent, a flash flood of new goods, new 
ideas and new diseases-an explosion of 
change, sometimes beneficial and 
sometimes deadly. 

By the late prehistoric era there were 
two major trade centers on the Plateau: 
at The Dalles, on the middle Columbia 
River, and at Kettle Falls, several hun
dred miles away on the upper Columbia. 
Members of tribes from across the Pla
teau and from the West Coast to the 
Missouri River converged on these sites 
every year. An astonishing quantity and 
variety of goods were exchanged at 
these sites, including dried fish from the 
Columbia; baskets, woven bags and 
wild hemp for fishnets from the Plateau 
region; shells, whale and seal oil and 
bone from the West Coast; pipestone, 
bison robes and feather headdresses 
from the Plains; and nuts and roots from 
as far away as California. Once traded, 

many of these goods were exchanged 
again by Nez Perce, Gros Ventre, Crow, 
and Shoshone middlemen at centers 
that included the Shoshone Rendez
vous in the central Plains and the 
Mandan-Hidatsa villages on the upper 
Missouri. The Plateau was thus a re
gional center of an extensive trading 
network through which trade goods 
readily moved around the entire conti
nent (Figure 1). 

The Euro-American Influence 
AFTER EUROPEANS founded settle
ments in the Southwest and established 
trade relations with tribes on the West 
Coast and northeastern plains, small 
quantities of European trade goods also 
flowed through this tribal network. 
Glass beads, small pieces of woven 
cloth, and metal goods such as axes, 
kettles and jewelry came into Indian 
hands from Russian traders on the coast, 
Spanish in the Southwest, and British, 
Canadian and American companies to 
the north and east. The rarity and nov
elty of these goods made them highly 
prized commodities. 

Most importantly, horses from the 
Spanish settlements in the Southwest 
were introduced into this network by 
the Shoshone. When Lewis and Clark 
arrived on the eastern edge of the Pla
teau in 1805, the Shoshone told them 
that it was possible to travel to Indian 
and Spanish trade sites in the South
west in just ten days. They had certainly 
made the trek often enough to know. By 
the mid l 700s, eastern Plateau peoples, 
including the Salish (known histori-

RAD 

cally as the Flathead) and Nez Perce, 
had large herds of horses acquired from 
the Shoshone, and fur traders arriving 
on the Plateau in the decade after Lewis 
and Clark saw horses with Spanish 
brands. For Indian peoples of the Pla
teau, as well as of the Plains, horses 
proved to be one of the two most impor
tant goods obtained from Europeans. By 
the time Jesuit missionaries arrived in 
1841, it was clear, as Father Mengarini 
noted, that horses meant "wealth and 
life" for Plateau people. 

The acquisition of horses was not en
tirely beneficial. The desire for horses, 
and the use of theft to obtain them, 
caused increased warfare. The large 
herds of fine horses owned by the Nez 
Perce and Salish made them the target 
of raids by their traditional enemies, the 
more numerous Blackfeet. Not only did 
trade lead to warfare on the edge of the 
Plateau, it gave the Blackfeet an extra 
advantage over the Salish. Being closer 
to British (Hudson's Bay Company and 
North West Company) traders on the 
Saskatchewan River and to American 
traders along the Missouri, the Black
feet obtained firearms by the mid-1700s 
and used them to harass the Salish as 
well as to prevent traders from crossing 
the Rockies to supply Plateau tribes. 

The pressure of Blackfeet raids 
against Plateau tribes was such that 
many Pend Oreille bands fled the 
northern part of their homeland south 
to the Bitterroot Valley. In April 1842 
Father De Smet found the valley above 
Flathead Lake abandoned by the Pend 
Oreille. The effects of epidemic disease 

GE 
on the Columbia Plateau, 1750--1840 

By Laura Peers 
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-beginning in the 1780s, when small
pox killed as many as half of the 
Salish-may also have made the Salish 
easier prey for their more numerous 
Blackfeet enemies. Surprisingly, trade 
occurred even between these enemies. 
There were formal procedures for estab
lishing a truce for purposes of trade, un
derscoring the importance and perva
siveness of trade among Indian tribes 
during these decades. 

By the 1 790s the Salish had managed 
to obtain a few firearms through inter
tribal trade and used them to defend 
themselves against the Blackfeet. In the 
first decade of the 19th century the 
Salish participated more directly in this 
trade network to obtain firearms, even 
journeying with the Crow to the great 
trade fair at the Mandan villages. Salish 

Figure I. Protohistoric Indian trade networks in the trans-Mississippi West. 
Primary trade centers had permanent resident populations and surplus subsis
tence economies in the form of garden crops for the Southwest and Plains, and 
fish for the Plateau and Northwest Coast. Permanent secondary trade centers 
with resident populations are differentiated by the relative volume of trade and 
density of the host trading population into two levels of significance. Significant 
impermanent secondary trade centers were at shifting locations. Tertiary trade 
centers, which usually lacked permanent resident populations, follow minor 
trading points. Many correspond to trade fairs or subsistence sites. Crossroads 
or local trade hubs were points of intertribal trade. 

people were seen there with a Crow 
party by trader Alexander Henry the 
Younger in 1806. By 1810 traders work
ing for the Montreal-based North West 
Company had managed to slip around 
the Blackfeet and began supplying arms 
to the Plateau tribes directly. 

The role of disease in the complex 
process of change sparked by trade can
not be underestimated. Along with the 
horse, the most important "trade good" 

COLUMBIA 7 WINTER 1996-97 

obtained by Indian people from Europe
ans was epidemic disease, especially in
fluenza, smallpox and measles. 

With no immunities to these dis
eases, Indian peoples suffered mortality 
rates of up to 98 percent in repeated 
waves of epidemics that swept across 
North America between 1780 and 
1870. Mortality varied from community 
to community: one village might be 
nearly wiped out, while another that 



was off hunting and remained isolated 
until the epidemic burned itself out 
might not have suffered any deaths. 
Two major smallpox epidemics that 
swept the Plateau, the first in the early 
1780s and the second in 1800, may have 
reduced Indian populations overall by 
at least half. 

A Coeur d'Alene tradition recorded 
by De Smet illustrates how closely Pla
teau peoples linked smallpox and the 
growing European trade: 

... the first white man they saw in their 
country wore a calico shirt, spotted all 
over with black and white, which to 
them appeared like the smallpox . . . 
[they] imagined that the spotted shirt 
was the weat master of that alarming 
disease, the smallpox, ... that if they 
could obtain possession of these, and 
pay them divine honors, their nations 
would never afterwards be visited by 
that dreadful scourge. 

The Coeur d'Alene traded to obtain 
the shirt, and then made it part of a 
medicine bundle. If they hoped to ob
tain control over the epidemics in this 
manner, they were disappointed: epi
demics recurred in periodic waves 
throughout the 19th century. Smallpox 
struck again in 1825; an unknown, 
deadly fever persisted from 1829-32; 
there were repeated bouts of influenza 
throughout the 1830s; a measles epi
demic hit in 1847 and yet another 
smallpox epidemic in 1852-53. 

I ndirect trade thus wrought con
siderable changes in Plateau life. 
The pace of both trade and 
change continued to accelerate 

with the arrival of European fur traders 
in the region after 1800. European trade 
influences came from all four directions 
onto the Plateau in this era. The con
tinued vitality of older intertribal trade 
networks ensured that Spanish influ
ences from the Southwest continued to 
be felt. From the north, the Montreal
based North West Company pushed 
past the Blackfeet cordon and estab
lished posts on the Plateau by 1809. 
Arriving both from the Pacific coast 

and overland after 1810, the Pacific Fur 
Company established several short
lived forts that laid the foundation for 
future efforts. From the east, American 
firms based in St. Louis sent "brigades" 
of men to trap out the valuable beaver 
from the Rocky Mountain region, and 
the British-based Hudson's Bay Com
pany took over the North West 
Company's operations after 1821. 

Rise and Fall of the Fur Trade 
FROM 1808 UNTIL the late 1840s, the 
Plateau fur trade escalated. For the In
dians in whose territories this European 
struggle for furs took place, the trade 
brought a wealth of new goods, foreign 
peoples and strange ideas. 

The first European traders to arrive 
directly on the Plateau were North 
West Company men led by explorer
trader David Thompson, who had cau
tiously inched his way around the hos
tile Blackfeet. Just a few years after 
Lewis and Clark's party passed through 
the region and introduced the idea of 
direct trade with Euro-Americans, 
Thompson built Saleesh House 
(known later as Flathead Fort) among 
the Salish in 1809, followed by 
Kullyspel House, Fort Nez Perce, and 
Spokane House in succeeding years. 
The North West Company's rival, the 
Hudson's Bay Company, had in 1805 
been forced by the Blackfeet to retreat 
north. 

On the Plateau, the North West 
Company was challenged only by the 
American Pacific Fur Company, which 
from its base at Fort Astoria penetrated 
inland and built forts Spokane and 
Okanogan between 1810 and 1813. 
These posts were short-lived, but they 
introduced direct trade to several of the 
Plateau tribes and thus assisted in laying 
the foundation for the development of 
the Plateau fur trade. After the 1821 
merger of the North West Company 
and Hudson's Bay Company, the latter 
company began supplying all of the 
northern and western Plateau tribes. 

At these early establishments Euro
pean trade goods were exchanged for 
furs trapped by local tribesmen. How
ever, traders found that many of the 
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SACRED 
ENCOUNTERS 

THE ORIGINALS of the illustra
tions shown here can be viewed in 
the "Sacred Encounters" exhibi
tion, open now through March 2, 
1997, in the upper floor galleries 
of the new Washington State His
tory Museum. 

"Sacred Encounters: Father 
De Smet and the Indians of the 
Rocky Mountain West," focuses 
on the collision of two deeply 
spiritual worlds-European Cath
olic and Native American. The 
exhibit depicts the initial encoun
ters and the establishment of Je
suit missions in the Northwest, 
and then moves through the years 
of treaty settlements and reserva
tions to the present time. 

The exhibition includes more 
than 200 rare artifacts on loan 
from over 50 sources, plus four 
video presentations that help 
place the~e events of the past 150 
years in a broader context. The 
blending of cutting-edge technol
ogy with rare artifacts makes this 

r , a powerful a·nd innovative exhibit, 
and l>iie.not to ~e missed. 

Plateau tribes refused to trap on the 
scale desired by the trading companies; 
being self-sufficient apart from their de
sire for guns and prestige goods, they 
had no need to become full-time trap
pers. This lack of initiative left a gap 
that was quickly filled by others. By 
1810 eastern Woodlands Indians from 
the Great Lakes region-Iroquois, Cree 
and Ojibwa (Chippewa)-who had mi
grated onto the margins of the northern 
Plains to take advantage of fur trade 
competition there, heard rumors that 
the beaver were "as numerous as blades 
of grass" in the Columbia District. Some 
of these people left their new homes 
along the Saskatchewan and Assini
boine Rivers to journey to the Plateau, 
accompanied by dozens of metis, the 
children of marriages between fur trad
ers and native people. 

These foreigners were encouraged, 



and later hired, by trading companies to 
trap the streams of the Plateau. Some of 
the newcomers, known as "free trap
pers," declined employment with spe
cific trading companies, simply trading 
their furs to the highest bidder. One of 
these men is shown on horseback, gun 
in hand, wearing embroidered mocca
sins, fringed leggings, and decorated 
sash and pouch, in Nicolas Point's 
sketch "Free Hunter" (Figure 2). 

Just as this system of hiring non-local 
native trappers was developing at North 
West Company and Hudson's Bay 
Company posts, it was being used with a 
vengeance by American firms working 
their way up the Missouri River toward 
the Plateau. Between 1806 and 1826 
St. Louis-based trading companies em
ployed dozens of Hawaiian, black, 
Iroquois, Shawnee, Delaware, Cree, 
and Ojibwa trappers to work the upper 
Missouri. Many of these belonged to 
tribes that had been displaced from 
their eastern homelands by American 

settlement; their participation in the 
western fur trade brought Indian cul
tural influences together from across the 
continent on a scale far larger than the 
earlier intertribal trade. 

lthough forced back to the 
middle Missouri several times 
by the Blackfeet, and always 
in danger of being attacked, 

the Americans finally made it into the 
Rockies in the early 1820s. The first 
Rocky Mountain Fur Company brigade, 
recruited by William Ashley in St. 
Louis, trapped in the Rockies in 1822-
23. By the mid 1820s, then, the Plateau 
fur trade was truly an international ven
ture involving Iroquois, Cree, Nipis
sing, Abenaki, Ojibwa, Orkneymen, 
Hawaiians, French-Canadians, metis, 
Scots, English, American, and the In
dian and metis families of these men. 

The use of organized, imported labor 
to harvest furs met with mixed reactions 
on the Plateau. The sheer numbers of 

COLUMBIA 9 WINTER 1996-97 

(! 

foreigners were impressive: by 1821 
Iroquois comprised one-third of all fur
trade employees in the Hudson's Bay 
Company's Columbia District, and 
there were some 600 American trappers 
and traders in the region in the late 
1820s. The fact that the foreign trappers 
competed with local Indian populations 
for furs and game was always a source of 
some conflict. Hostilities between local 
tribes and foreign trappers occurred 
regularly between 1810 and 1840. On 
the other hand, examples of peaceful 
co-residence and of intermarriage be
tween foreign males and local women 
are more numerous than examples of 
assault. Most of the new husbands and 
their mixed families blended well into 
Salish society. The major impact of 
such marriages was greater access to 

G 

Figure 2. "Free Hunter" by 
Nicolas Point, S.J., c. 1841. By the 
1820s, over 300 non-Indian men 
lived on the Plateau as indepen
dent "free trappers." 
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LEFT: Figure 3. Northwest Company 
trade tokens, 1820. Accustomed to a 
barter system of exchange, native people 
traded sharply. Fur trade tokens or 
"money," such as these disks, seemed 
useless to them-except as decoration. 

RIGHT: Figure 4. Shot pouch, eastern 
Plains Indian, c. 1843. After the introduc
tion of firearms, every nian on the Plains
Indian, metis, and white-needed a shot 
pouch and powder horn. This pouch, 
collected on the Audubon expedition of 
1843, was worn over the shoulder. 

i 
j -,:c_ _______________ _ 

LEFT: Figure 5. By the early 19th century, Plains 
Indian women were making European-style clothing 
using hide, porcupine quills and beads. This beautifully 
quilled coat was worn by Robert Campbell of St. 
Louis, a prominent Rocky Mountain fur trader and 
company owner. 

BELOW: Figure 6. Scottish cap, Plains Indian, 
mid-19th century. Headdresses and headgear were 
important symbols of rank and affiliation for Indian 
people long before European contact. This visor 
cap was embellished with feathers and fur by its 
Indian owner. 

]L_ __________________________ ___, 
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wealth in Euro-American goods for the 
family with a "foreign" relative. 

The heyday of American trade in the 
Rockies lasted from 1824 to 1840. Dur
ing these years a series of short-lived 
partnerships and small companies was 
formed by experienced American trap
pers, such as the partnership of Smith, 
Jackson & Sublette and the Rocky 
Mountain Fur Company. Competition 
from larger firms with more capital
the American Fur Company and the 
Hudson's Bay Company-finally ended 
the viability of such small enterprises, 
and the rendezvous system waned by 
mid century. Not all the imported trap
pers and "mountain men" left the re
gion as the trade wound down. Some 
signed on with the major companies; 
others drifted into mining; many simply 
remained in their trapping territories, 
home to them by then, and lived as free 
traders with their Indian wives and 
families. 

Effects of the Trade on 
Plateau Indians 

THE ADDITION OF European goods to 
the Indian trade and the arrival of Euro
pean fur traders on the Plateau pro
foundly affected the lives of tribal 
people. Horses, guns and epidemic dis
ease provoked immediate and obvious 
transformations, but there were many 
other catalysts for change. The importa
tion of new objects, crafts, artistic styles 
and motifs, and, most importantly, ideas 
from other Indian tribes and from non
Indian trappers and traders stimulated 
experimentation. These influences, to
gether with the devastating effects of 
epidemic disease, made the early 19th 
century an unsettling but exciting pe
riod for Plateau tribes. 

From an aesthetic standpoint, Euro
pean trade goods were quickly incorpo
rated into Plateau clothing, ornamenta
tion and personal artifacts. In the 
process, these items often acquired uses 
and meanings different from their origi
nal European contexts. Indian women 
clearly found the new materials exciting 
and challenging. In fact, the introduc
tion of European trade goods launched 
a period of unprecedented cultural 

creativity in which the goods did not so 
much disturb Plateau societies as elabo
rate existing forms. 

North West Company trade tokens 
(Figure 3 ), for example, originally used 
to indicate the amount of credit an In
dian hunter had at the trading post, 
were pierced and strung like a decora
tive necklace of shell or clay beads by 
the family of a Plateau chief. Similarly, 
imported fabrics and manufactured or
naments could embellish existing fea
tures or be used to reproduce decora
tions in a new medium. For instance, 
Plateau women continued to cut shirts, 
dresses, and leggings from the same pat
tern whether the garments were made 
from leather or cloth. Traditional geo
metric painted designs reappeared in a 
solid field of beads, triangles of red wool 
cloth replaced painted designs at the 
neck opening of men's shirts, and tiny 
squares or circles of cloth surrounded by 
beads replaced shell ornaments on 
women's long, fringed hide dresses. 

Other changes caused by trade goods 
had deeper ramifications. The alter
ations in tribal leadership patterns, set 
in motion by the introduction of the 
earliest European goods and accelerated 
by the incorporation and spread of the 
horse, were readily and deliberately ma
nipulated by fur traders. In seeking to 
ensure the loyalty-and the furs-of 
Indian bands in a competitive environ
ment, traders appointed "trading chiefs" 
who were favored with presents and spe
cial outfits as marks of the trader's favor. 
Such "trading chiefs" were not always 
the leaders recognized by band mem
bers. A trader might take advantage of 
intraband rivalries and appoint several 
"chiefs" for his own purposes. Or he 
might appoint a younger man anxious 
to acquire social status before his time. 

The position of "trading chief" 
meant access to wealth. However, the 
"trading chief'' was in effect a position 
subordinate to and dependent upon the 
trader rather than one acquired by being 
highly regarded within the band for 
competence and good judgment. 
Wealth did not necessarily bring influ
ence; leadership within the band was 
still largely based on personal ability. 
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Still, trading chiefs and established 
leaders alike began to wear the new 
signs of status and wealth, including 
chief's coats (modeled after European 
military coats) and gentlemen's top hats 
with plumes. 

Hats seem to have become especially 
popular among Plateau men. It is pos
sible that these men viewed European 
hats as new forms of headdresses, which 
in tribal society were generally worn 
only by men in positions of authority. 
Widely available through trade, hats 
carried the cachet of the traditional 
headdress-they advertised to all that 
the wearer was an important man-but 
they were far more easily obtained and 
had no ritual contexts or rules associ
ated with them. Foreign Indians who 
arrived as fur trade employees often 
wore hats. The influence of such men 
and their seemingly unlimited credit at 
the trading posts may have also in
creased the association of hats with 
power and authority. 

Commercially manufactured Scot
tish caps achieved great popularity in 
the 1840s and 1850s. Point's sketches of 
Plateau men and Gustavus Sohon's por
traits of Salish leaders frequently show 
men wearing such caps, a telling com
ment on the absorption and integration 
of new goods and values into Plateau life 
during these decades (Figure 6). 

rticles of clothing and deco
rative artifacts made by Indi
ans from across the continent 
were also brought to the Pla

teau by fur trappers and traders. Ameri
can traders, with their decades of expe
rience on the middle and upper 
Missouri, arrived on the Plateau wear
ing European-style clothing made and 
decorated by Dakota, Y anktonai and 
other Plains Indian women. Robert 
Campbell's trousers and dress coat-of 
European cut but made of finely-dressed 
leather and decorated with quill
wrapped fringes-was standard wear for 
influential traders on the western 
Plains, many of whom took Indian 
wives (Figure 5). This stunning outfit 
was likely made by a Blackfeet woman. 

Most men, Indian and non-Indian, 



wore shot pouches and powder-horn people in the 1820s and 1830s. One organization, and ofother, subtler alter
straps with beaded or quilled decora- source was the Hudson's Bay Company ations in Plateau life caused by the ad
tions such as the one collected by traders who held formal worship and in- vent of competitive European trade
American artist and naturalist John struction services. Another was Spokan all this bred uncertainty and insecurity 
James Audubon on his 1843 expedition Garry (Figure 7), a Spokane man who about the continued efficacy of the su
(Figure 4). Through intermarriage with had been sent to an Anglican mission pernatural powers that had protected 
local tribes, foreign fur trade e-~--------------------~ their forefathers. The many 
personnel provided a host of g material and ideological in-
such goods and decorative in- ~ novations introduced to the 
fluences to Plateau tribes. One § Plateau through trade made 
foreign style that proved espe- ~ the region a fertile seedbed for 
cially popular was the floral 1 ideas about the nature and 
beadwork patterns favored by f causes of destructive change 
Ojibwa and other eastern i and about the spiritual powers 
Woodlands Algonquian- t .... , that seemed to protect the 
speakers as well as by metis. j foreigners who came to the 
Plateau women admired the 8 Plateau. 
highly-decorated pouches J 
with floral designs and even
tually copied them. 

Ideological 
Implications of Trade 
NEW IDEAS, as well as horses 
and horse gear, were brought 
to the Plateau from the Span-
ish mission centers of Califor-
nia and the Southwest by 
Shoshone middlemen traders. 
Ritual practices and behaviors 
observed among Franciscan 

r. . ,. 7 
) .. ,? ( "' , Ti. , . 
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y the early 19th 
., century Plateau 

people were bring
ing their dead to 

non-Indian fur traders in the 
hope that the newcomers 
would be able to bring the 
dead back to life. In this "age 
of death" brought on by 
epidemic disease, Plateau 
people practiced "Christian" 
behavior in the hope that 
new and powerful super

missionary priests, including 
formal group prayer, chanting 
or singing hymns, the ringing 
of bells to call people together 

Figure 7. "Spokan Garry, 27 May 1855" by Gustavus 
Sohon, c. 1855. 

natural beings would help 
them restore order and vital
ity to their world. Prophets 

for worship, and the use of whips as 
penance or punishment for sins, all 
made their way to the Plateau long be
fore missionaries did and were noted by 
the earliest fur traders between 1805 
and the 1820s. 

These developments occurred simul
taneously with the growth in status and 
wealth of the chiefs position, so that 
chiefs assumed responsibility for whip
ping wrong-doers and in some cases for 
leading "congregations" whose early 
worship services were modeled after 
what was seen at missions. Lacking 
familiarity with Christian beliefs, Pla
teau people merely added Christian 
forms to their own beliefs and religious 
knowledge. 

Information about Christianity be
came more readily available to Plateau 

school at Red River (present-day 
Winnipeg) by the Hudson's Bay Com
pany and then returned to instruct his 
people. These ideological innovations 
were later reinforced by the presence of 
missionized Iroquois, French-Canadi
ans, and other fur trade personnel who 
married into Plateau tribes and taught 
their families essential concepts and 
practices of Christianity. The Iroquois, 
who were said to sing hymns more often 
than paddle songs when canoeing, first 
introduced Catholic hymns and prayers 
to the Salish and Nez Perce. 

That elements of Christianity were 
so fascinating to Plateau people was no 
accident. The cumulative effects of the 
smallpox epidemics, of increased war
fare triggered by the horse and gun 
trade, of changes in social and political 
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appearing among the Plateau 
tribes foretold the arrival of strange 
white men with a powerful book who 
would bring a new religion and change 
their lives forever. Propelled by the 
forces of change introduced by trade, 
the search on the Plateau for supernatu
ral assistance led to an appeal to an 
imported God. 

Laura Peers was research and curatorial 
associate for the Sacred Encounters exhibi
tion . She is author of a number of publications 
on Native American history and is currently a 
post-doctoral fellow in the Department of 
History at the University of Winnipeg. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE 
Thanks to William Swagerty of the Depart
ment of History, University of Idaho, for 
sharing his research findings on the develop
ment of trade on the Columbia Plateau . 



• USS Olympia 

•• 

Contemporary 
painting by C. G. Evers 

of the USS Olympia 
during the Battle of 

Manila Bay. 

Commodore Dewey's 
Flagship 

is Still Afloat 
in Memory and 

in Fact 

By Kenneth L. Calkins 
ttttttttttttt 

T HE CRUISER USS OLYMPIA was commissioned a little 
over a century ago, on February 5, 1895. Named for the 
capital city of Washington state, which had been admit
ted to the union only six years ealier, the Olympia was 

one of the United States Navy's first all-steel warships. Three years 
later she served as Commodore George Dewey's flagship at the Battle 
of Manila Bay in the Spanish-American War. It was from the 
Olympia's flying bridge at dawn on May 1, 1898, that Commodore 
Dewey looked out over the enemy fleet and said to the captain of the 
Olympia, "You may fire when you are ready, Gridley." The sound of 
the Olympia's guns signaled the American navy's other warships in 
the battle area to commence firing. By noon the Spanish fleet had 
been destroyed. 

Although she no longer moves under her own power, the Olympia 
is still afloat-her brass still shines, her decks gleam, and her guns 
still menace. A bronze tablet donated by the City of Olympia rests 
between two of her gun ports. Engraved on that tablet are Commo
dore Dewey's famous words to Captain Charles Gridley. 

The Olympia was built at the Union Iron Works in San Francisco 
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and named for a capital city, as once was 
customary for cruiser-class navy vessels. 
Her keel was laid June 17, 1891; she was 
launched November 5, 1892, commis
sioned February 5, 1895, and departed 
Mare Island (San Francisco) in August 
1895 for duty in Asian waters. 

When America entered World War 
I in 1917, the Olympia patrolled for en
emy ships in the North Atlantic be
tween New York and Nova Scotia. She 
also took part in an expeditionary land
ing in Murmansk in 1918 as part of an 
attempt by the Allies to contain the 
Russian Revolution. After the war she 
served as a world goodwill ambassador, 
including a 1920 tour of duty in the 
eastern Mediterranean during which 

ment than she had had while on active 
duty. To begin with, she was allowed to 
languish for 30 years in the backwaters 
of the Philadelphia Navy Yard. Van
dals, weather and souvenir hunters did 
more damage than any enemy guns ever 
had. Her sister ships of the Spanish
American War's "white fleet" were 
hauled one by one to the scrapyard until 
only the Olympia and the Oregon re
mained. A heroic battlewagon, the Or

She never returned to the West 
Coast of America. Therefore, it is safe to 
assume that the Olympia never visited 
the state of Washington, let alone the 
city of Olympia. Olympians and 
Washingtonians, however, can 
visit the ship, which is now 
moored at Penn Landing in Phila
delphia. The Olympia has been 
designated a national shrine and 
naval museum operated by the 
Cruiser Olympia Association. 
Thousands of visitors have walked 

egon had, in 1925, been floated up ,a,,~~=========~~'a'\ .. 1';;! iF 
.-,.,,,~J.~ ,,-:::;:::::::==::::::::--... ---=,,...._,ii'l'I!,% the Columbia and Willamette riv-

her decks, visited the naval mu
seum aboard, and had their pic
tures taken on the only American 
ship left to have served in the 
Spanish-American War. 

The cruiser is an original
none like her built before or 
since-straight sides, 344 feet 
long, 53 feet broad at the beam, 
and drawing 21.5 feet. (For com
parison, the USS Missouri, a 1941 
battleship, is 888 feet long with a 
108-foot beam and draws 38 feet.) 
In the 1890s and into the first third of 
the 20th century, all-steel U.S. Navy 
ships were painted white, leading to 
President Theodore Roosevelt's identi
fication of the Navy as the "white fleet." 
In the early 1900s he sent a good part of 
the "white fleet" on a tour of the globe 
to demonstrate the nation's new world 
power status. The Olympia is the oldest, 
if not the only, surviving member of the 
"white fleet." She was powered both by 
steam engines and two schooner masts 
with full sails, a design that shows the 
reluctance of ship architects in the 19th 
century to place trust in propulsion by 
engines alone. 

In late April 1898, with Commodore 
Dewey aboard, the Olympia sailed to the 
Philippines and the Battle of Manila 
Bay. After the Spanish-American War 
she served in the Caribbean Sea as part 
of the Navy's Atlantic squadron. 

Commodore George Dewey 

she brought medical aid to refugees suf
fering from typhus and smallpox in 
Regusa, Dalmatia. 

T he Olympia's last assign
ment before her retirement 
in 1922 was one of great 
importance. On October 3, 

1921, she left Plymouth, England, 
bound for Le Havre, France. There she 
picked up a casket containing the re
mains of an American fighting man 
killed in World War I. His name was 
"known but to God." The Olympia 
brought him home where he was buried 
in Arlington National Cemetery out
side Washington, D.C., in the tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 

In some ways the Olympia had more 
harrowing experiences after her retire-
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~- ers to Portland where she served as 
~ J a memorial and visitors' attraction. 
f When World War II began, the 
a: War Production Board looked on 
f2 the Oregon with covetous eyes as a [ 
a· source of scrap metal. President 
Ji 
~ Franklin Roosevelt, a naval history 

""o~ buff and former assistant secretary 
_ of the navy, was loath to see the 
[ Oregon sacrificed. In a letter to 
:r: Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, 
[ the president wrote, 

g 
3 It is with great reluctance that I autho

rize the Navy Department to tum the 
USS Oregon over to the War Pro
duction Board for reduction to scrap 
metal. It is my understanding that the 
department will take immediate ac
tion toward the preservation of the 

USS Olympia as a naval relic of the 
Spanish-American War period. 

President Roosevelt's directive to 
preserve the Olympia was either ignored 
or lost in the maze of priorities of war
time jobs. Preservation of the Olympia 
may have been Roosevelt's understand
ing, but nobody at the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard seemed to know about it. 
She was still rusting away in 1954 when 
the Navy requested, and Congress 
granted, that all of the Navy's historic 
relics except the USS Constitution be 
disposed of. Those not acquired by pri
vate patriotic organizations would be 
scrapped. The end of the gallant Olym
pia was in sight. 

According to Commander John D. 
Alden, (USN retired), writing in a 1976 
issue of the U.S. Naval Institute Pro
ceedings, the Olympia was saved by a few 



The USS Olympia's 
Silver Service 
By Drew W. Crooks 

W hen the USS Olympia was 
. launched in San Francisco 

Harbor in 1892, absent from 
the ceremony were officials from its name
sake city. Six years later the ship became 
famous for its role in the Battle of Manila 
Bay. During the ensuing wave of patriotic 
sentiment, the New York Daily Tribune 
noted in September 1898: 

It is a custom generally observed for the city 
or state after which a battleship is named to 
present a service of silver to the vessel soon 
after its commission. 

That the Olympia did not receive the 
usual compliment does not reflect on the 
good intentions of the citizens of Olympia. 
The capital city of Washington is a small
and far from wealthy-town situated at the 
head of Puget Sound . .. . 

In 1898 Ada Harford, a prominent mem
ber of Seattle society, responded to this chal
lenge by organizing a statewide series of 
plays, dances and benefits to raise money for 
a USS Olympia silver service. At the same 
time, Olympia residents collected funds for a 
bronze plaque for the cruiser. 

Commodore George Dewey of the Olym
pia expressed his thoughts about the lack of 
civic recognition in a letter to Ada Harford 
published in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer on 
January 1, 1899: 

historically sensitive Philadelphians led 
by Henry D. Learned and Francis D. 
Pastorious. Keystone Dry Dock and 
Ship Repair Company agreed to bring 
the old ship up to display shape for 
$168,000, payment of which was to be 
deferred until the sponsors had had 
ample opportunity to raise the money. 
A new organization, the Cruiser Olym
pia Association, took title to the ship in 
September 1957. But the battle to save 
the Olympia was not over. 

The Keystone Company did a per
functory, cosmetic job of restoring the 
ship. In addition, the company was fi-

I must confess to having felt that the City of 
Olympia had not done its duty by its name
sake. Inasmuch as all the other vessels of the 
squadron had been in some way honored by 
the cities from which they took their names , 
it was an invidious comparison that the larg
est and best should be undervalued. 

This rebuke helped spur both the Olym
pia and statewide fund-raising efforts to suc
cessful conclusions. The Olympia group 
commissioned sculptor Daniel C. French to 
create a plaque. Meanwhile, representatives 
from Everett, Seattle, Spokane and Tacoma 
reviewed proposals for the silver service. 
They selected Shreve and Company of San 
Francisco, whose proposal totalled $8,750. 

The California firm went on to manufac
ture the service with silver and gold bullion 
from Washington mines. Highlights of the 
silver service include a statuette of Victory 
by artist Douglas Tilden and a tray engraved 
with the names of all the crew members who 

nancially unstable and soon declared 
bankruptcy. Keystone's creditors sued 
the Cruiser Olympia Association for 
immediate payment of the Olympia's 
repair costs. The Keystone creditors 
soon realized that their alternative to 
negotiating a settlement with the 
Cruiser Olympia Association was to 
take possession of the USS Olympia, an 
option that did not appeal to them. 

And so in 1964 a new agreement was 
drawn up. The cruiser association would 
raise funds both to pay for the Keystone 
restoration job as well as for further res
toration of the Olympia. The project is 
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served at the Battle of Manila Bay. 
The silver service from Washington, as 

well as the plaque from Olympia, were pre
sented to the USS Olympia on its trium
phant return to New York Harbor in Sep
tember 1899. The ship was retired from 
service 23 years later and its silver trans
ferred to another naval vessel. A movement 
developed in Washington to bring the silver 
service back to Olympia. 

President Herbert Hoover on June 20, 
1930, signed a congressional act directing 
the secretary of the navy to loan the silver 
service to Olympia. In October 1931 the set 
arrived in the capital city, and after several 
months of occasional public display the City 
of Olympia presented the pieces to the State 
of Washington for use in the governor's 
mansion. The silver is now an honored part 
of Washington's heritage. 

Drew W. Crooks is a WSHS curator at the 
State Capital Museum in Olympia. 

what is euphemistically called "a work 
in progress." 

No government funds have gone 
into these restoration costs. Many hours 
of volunteer labor and money from 
dues-paying memberships in the asso
ciation have helped bring back the old 
ship's glory. The Cruiser Olympia Asso
ciation can be reached by mail at 211 
South Columbus Blvd., Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 19106, and by telephone 
at the historically apt 215/922-1898. 

Kenneth L. Calkins is a Olympia-based 
free-lance writer. 



By Bruce Weilepp 

Slow oats 
Fast Water 

A Maritime History of the Cowlitz River 

T HE COWLITZ RIVER starts on Mount Rainier's 
southern slope, running wild through Cascade 
Mountain forests and deep gorges. Today this 
stretch of river has been tamed, at least in part, by 

the Mayfield Dam near Mossyrock. One hundred and fifty 
years ago, however, only the last 30 miles, from the present 
town of Toledo to the Columbia River, were subdued enough 
to be useful-subdued but not friendly, as generations of 
travelers will testify. 

The Cowlitz River's SO-foot drop from Toledo to Long
view, with its swift current, torturous course and shallow 
gravel bars, has always made upstream travel slow and labori
ous. Land transportation, however, was even more arduous 
during the first half of the 19th century. Whenever possible, 
Indians and frontiersmen preferred to move their heavy loads 
by water. 

The Cowlitz River was an important link for Native 
Americans long before the first European explorers arrived. 
Large dugout canoes full of salmon, camas root, furs and other 
commodities to be traded among tribes of the Lower Colum
bia, Cowlitz and Willamette River valleys were paddled, 
pushed, pulled and poled by hand from one rapid to the next. 
The first white men to visit the Cowlitz River did so as paying 
passengers aboard Indian canoes. 

Furs and Farms 
RESPONDING TO BRITISH demand for stylish beaver top 
hats, the Hudson's Bay and Northwest companies set up posts 

along the Columbia River to trade for pelts. George Simpson, 
governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, made a trip up the 
Cowlitz in 1828, one of the first white men to do so. Recog
nizing the political and business advantages of diversifica
tion, Simpson's chief factor (manager) for the Columbia Dis
trict, John Mcloughlin, encouraged several loyal employees 
to settle on the fertile prairies near the Cowlitz River in 183 7. 
Two years later a Hudson's Bay subsidiary, the Puget Sound 
Agricultural Company, established farms on Cowlitz Prairie 
and at Fort Nisqually on Puget Sound. 

The Cowlitz River, already a valuable avenue for the fur 
trade, took on added importance as both an overland link to 
Puget Sound and a transportation corridor for the commer
cial farms along its banks. The increasing traffic was often 
carried in 30-foot flat-bottomed bateaux. Common to the 
North American fur trade, these boats were pointed at each 
end and made of thin wooden boards. Both Indian canoes 
and the bateaux moved traders and trade goods upstream; 
furs, grain and beef went down. 

Agricultural production on the Cowlitz Prairie was 
prodigious enough by the 1840s to begin an export trade. The 

ABOVE: The Cowlitz Indian canoe was one of the 
earliest fonns of commercial transportation on the 
Cowlitz River. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The Chester, named after 
Joseph Kellogg's grandson, had such a light draft, 
it was said, that she would "float on a heavy dew." 
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Russian American Company in Alaska needed food and the 
Hudson's Bay Company agreed to supply it. A sailing ship, 
the Cowlitz, was acquired for the venture, but its namesake 
river was not especially cooperative. Correspondence be
tween Mcloughlin and Simpson in 1845 clearly depicts 
Cowlitz River commerce by canoe and bateau as expensive 
and undependable. The solution, both agreed, was a granary 
(warehouse) where the Cowlitz and Columbia River joined. 
This simple expedient allowed ships like the Cowlitz to load 
up quickly without having to wait for the small bateaux to 
make trips to and from the farms. 

W HILE A GRANARY at the mouth of the 
Cowlitz solved the Hudson's Bay Company's 
supply problem, an influx of American set
tlers to the area north of the Columbia cre

ated new difficulties. Although the Hudson's Bay Company 
did everything in its civil power to keep the immigrants south 
of the river, farmland in the Willamette Valley was becoming 
overpopulated, and many pioneers turned their wagons 

The Cowlitz River 
was an important link 
for Native Americans 
long before the first 
European explorers 

arrived. 

north. The Americans followed existing trails along the 
Cowlitz, moving overland to the Puget Sound country. 
Gradually the trails were widened into muddy roads. 

In 1846 England relinquished its claim to the territory 
between the Columbia River and the 49th parallel. Although 
Oregon became a territory of the United States two years 
later, transportation through the Cowlitz region changed 
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very little. Travelers with money and no wagon generally 
went by horse or stage from Olympia south to a point on the 
river known as Cowlitz Landing. Here arrangements could be 
made for a canoe trip downstream to the Columbia River 
where passengers switched to a steamboat to reach the me
tropolis of Portland. 

By 1851 traffic along the Cowlitz was busy enough to 
justify regular service. Messeurs Warbass and Townsend 
placed an ad in the July 5 Portland Oregonian stating: 

The subscribers having the mail contract for the Cowlitz River 
are prepared to carry freight and passengers to and from Cowlitz 
Farms; leaving Fox's on the Columbia every Monday morning, 
and returning leave Cowlitz Farms on Wednesday morning. 

EARLY ECONOMIC development in the Northwest 
was driven by a series of gold rushes, first in Califor
nia, then Idaho and British Columbia. Both lumber 
and agricultural commodities were in great demand 

during the 1850s, and north-south inland traffic grew, bring
ing greater demand for transportation through the Cowlitz 
Valley. By 1853 Warbass and Townsend had competition 
from other operators. Flatboats large enough to carry wagons 
were built. It took three days and eight to ten expert Indians 
to bring a large bateau or flatboat up to Cowlitz Landing. 

The Landing or Warbassport, as it was sometimes called, 
was a small boom town at the time. Two hotels and several 
saloons catered to the constant stream of humanity going to 
and from Puget Sound. Cowlitz Landing was the site of a 

., 

LEFT: Gazing out 
a window, Celeste 

Rochon is said to have 
noticed the name of 
the steamer tied up 

below the Rochon 
farm and suggested 

that the new town at 
the head of the 

Cowlitz River 
navigation be 

named Toledo. 

i OPPOSITE PAGE: 
J Numerous forms of 

transportation 
followed the 

"Cowlitz Corridor" 
starting in the 

1840s and 
continuing to 

this day • 

convention held at the Clark Hotel in 1851 for the purpose of 
petitioning Congress to divide the Oregon Territory at the 
Columbia River. 

Enthusiastic Entrepreneurs 
As WITH MOST forms of transportation in the 19th century, 
it was inevitable that steam power would be applied to the 
difficult job of ascending the Cowlitz River. The financial 
demands and risks of the steamboat business, however, were 
considerable. Early efforts to climb the Cowlitz by steam were 
tentative and experimental. According to pioneer Peter 
Crawford, the first two steamers to enter the river were the 
Black Hawk and Major Redding in 1852 and 1853, respec
tively. Although both boats were driven by propeller and 
thus not well adapted to shallow rapids, the Major Redding 
managed to reach Plomondon's Landing, a distance of about 
40 miles from the river's mouth. 

The first local efforts to start a steamboat operation proved 
unsuccessful. Neither the Cowlitz River Steamboat Com
pany ( 1854) nor the Cowlitz River Steam Navigation Com
pany (1859) was able to compete effectively with the bateau 
operators. In 1863 a third corporation, the Monticello and 
Cowlitz Landing Steamboat Company (MCLS) was char
tered. A 96-foot steamboat hull began to take shape on the 
riverbank between Monticello and Freeport. This "home
grown" effort was supervised by Oliff Olsen, former bateau 
operator and steamboat deckhand. After having her machin
ery installed in Portland, the diminutive steamer Rescue 
made a trial run to Cowlitz Landing in February 1864 under 
the command of Captain Levi White. Soon she was making 
regular trips between Portland and Cowlitz Landing. 
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It was inevitable 
that steam power 

would be applied to 
the difficult job of 

ascending the 
Cowlitz River. 

The local entrepreneurs were soon to discover, however, 
that operating a steamboat line on the Cowlitz had more 
hazards than navigating a swift, rock-strewn river. Competi
tion appeared in the name of the Oregon Steam Navigation 
Company (OSN). Predatory and competitive by nature, 
OSN sent the steamer Express up the Cowlitz in direct oppo
sition to the Rescue. MCLS tried to sue the OSN on the 
grounds that MCLS had been granted a six-year monopoly 
on the Cowlitz by the Washington Territorial Legislature. 
MCLS lost the case, the court finding that OSN ran between 
Washington and Oregon, making it an interstate operation 
that could only be regulated by Congress. 

A CLASSIC "STEAMBOAT WAR" ensued. MCLS 
chartered the steamer Cowlitz for the Cowlitz 
River run and sent the Rescue and Julia up the 
Columbia River to harass OSN in the Cascades. 

OSN retaliated by dropping the Portland-to-Monticello fare 
to as low as 25 cents. In 1866 the MCLS was forced to sell the 
Rescue to OSN, which continued to operate her on the 
Cowlitz run. In 1871 OSN withdrew from the Cowlitz en
tirely and sold the little Rescue to Joseph Kellogg. 

As soon as OSN regained control over steamboating in 
the Columbia Basin, regular service on the Cowlitz route 
deteriorated. Local entrepreneurial spirit again surfaced with 
the incorporation of the Cowlitz Steam Navigation Com
pany in 1867. This time the vessel, built at Rainier, Oregon, 
was a somewhat less ambitious 68 feet in length. Christened 
the Rainier, she made her first ascent to Cowlitz Landing in 
October 1867. Enthusiasm for the new operation died 
quickly, however, due to irregular service. A major flood in 
December destroyed most low-lying structures along the 
Cowlitz. The Rainier was reported to have broken a shaft 
during the catastrophe but was back in service by spring. 
Unlike her predecessor, the Rainier stayed within the Cowlitz 
stream, connecting with the OSN steamer John H . Couch at 
Monticello. 

Kelloggs on the Cowlitz 
REGULAR STEAMBOAT SERVICE on the Cowlitz River halted 
in 1868 when the federal government seized the Rainier for 
carrying passengers without a license. The following decade, 
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however, brought improved transportation for travelers 
wishing to reach Puget Sound. Better roads brought through 
stage service to the Olympia-Monticello route. The stage, in 
tum, was displaced by completion of the Northern Pacific 
Railroad's line from Kalama to Tacoma in 1873. 

Oddly, the completion of a parallel railroad was not the 
end of Cowlitz River steamboating. In fact, the most inten
sive period of maritime activity on the river had only just 
begun. A new operator, Joseph Kellogg, 
brought back regular steamboat service 
to the Cowlitz by focusing on local busi
ness rather than through traffic. 

the steamer's name and chose to christen the site "Toledo." 
By 1881 the Kelloggs had constructed a large warehouse 

on their acre of riverbank, and other businesses soon settled 
nearby. Warehouse space was essential to the operation of 
steamboats on a river like the Cowlitz. Even with a regular 
schedule in effect, it was not always possible for the boat to 
reach Toledo during periods of low water. This situation 
usually occurred each year in the late summer and early fall. 

,----,-......,.,---, vi The last major obstruction to cross on 
] the upstream trip was Ingersoll Bar. 
~ When the river level started to drop 

. a each summer, this shallow area would 
· l prevent the boat from reaching Toledo, 
~ thus forcing passengers and freight to 
;r 

~ unload at the old Cowlitz Landing. 
t The hazards of running a steamboat 
~ on the Cowlitz included not only shal
§. low water but stumps and logs that be
[ came imbedded in the river bottom. It 
Vl 

~- quickly became clear to the Kelloggs 
.Q that holing a boat on one of these snags 

was expensive. The removal of snags, on 
the other hand, was also expensive. 
Having proven the Cowlitz navigable, 
the Kelloggs started looking for help to 
maintain its navigability. 

An experienced capitalist and 
steamboat pioneer, Kellogg had been 
active in the Willamette Valley since 
the 1850s. His Peoples Transportation 
Company held a near monopoly on 
Willamette and Tualatin River business 
until he was bought out by Ben Holla
day in 1870. Displaying a flair for sharp 
business, Kellogg created a new com
pany, Willamette River Navigation, to 
compete with Holladay. By the late 
1870s Captain Kellogg was ready 
to close out his numerous Willamette 
Valley enterprises and look for new 
opportunities. 

Although the completion of a rail
road to Puget Sound was a great boon to 
long-distance travel, it did little for 
farmers on Cowlitz Prairie. The growing 
city of Portland was a natural market for 
their produce, grain and fodder crops if 

A highly capable capitalist in 
the steamboat business, Captain 
Joseph Kellogg closed out his 
Willamette Valley enterprises in 
the late 1870s and moved up to 
the Cowlitz River. 

On March 3, 1879, the 45th Con
gress, on the recommendation of Cap
tain Orrin Kellogg, appropriated money 
and directed the secretary of war to 
"cause examinations or surveys, or both, 
and estimation of cost of improvements 
proper to be made at the following 

dependable transportation could be found. Joseph Kellogg 
saw an opportunity to fill this need and incorporated Joseph 
Kellogg and Company to build the stemwheeler Tol.edo in 
1878. The Portland-built steamer was 109 feet long, had a 22-
foot beam ( width) and was powered by cylinders measuring 
10 by 48 inches. This double-decked vessel began regular 
service the following year under the command of}oseph's son 
Orrin. Other members of the Kellogg family were active in 
the company, including Joseph's brother Jason and son 
Charles. 

FREE FROM THE ruinous (and unprofitable) competi
tion of the Willamette Valley, the Kellogg family 
was able to develop a benevolent monopoly on 
Cowlitz River transportation that would last until 

World War I. Finding that their new steamer was capable of 
safely reaching a point on the river two miles above Cowlitz 
Landing, the Kelloggs chose to bypass the old settlement and 
create one of their own. Orrin Kellogg purchased an acre of 
riverbank from settler Augustine Rochon. Rochon's wife 
Celeste is credited with naming the future town site during a 
dinner to celebrate the sale. Gazing out a window she noticed 

points, namely: ... the Cowlitz River, Washington Territory, 
for purposes of ascertaining the cost of removing snags and 
other obstructions." 

Robert A. Habersham of the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers was sent to survey the Cowlitz. Habersham re
ported that the river's obstructions included five bars, two 
rapids, and numerous snags and drift piles. Since many of the 
bars appeared to have been created by driftwood piles, the 
removal of these piles would alter the condition of the chan
nel, necessitating a later survey before further improvements 
could be made. According to Habersham, the interested par
ties (Kellogg and company) asked only that the snags and 
drift be removed, thereby allowing full use of the available 
water depth. Major George L. Gillespie of the Corps ofEngi
neers' Portland Office recommended that $5,000 be ex
pended the next year for removal of driftwood accumulations 
as far upstream as Cowlitz Landing and that $2,000 would be 
needed for channel maintenance every year thereafter. 
Congress appropriated $2,000 in 1880, and a total of 325 
snags, 122 overhanging trees and 2 sunken scows were 
removed that fall. 

In 1881 a new steamer, the Joseph Kellogg, was built at 
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Portland for its namesake owner. A handsome 127 feet long, 
the Joseph Kellogg was light and fast. She started running from 
Portland to Freeport (across from Kelso) on a tri-weekly 
schedule, with occasional trips to Toledo when the river level 
would allow. 

BUSINESS ON THE Kellogg Portland-Kelso-Toledo 
route continued to be brisk throughout the 1880s. 
In 1889 Joseph Kellogg had a third boat built. At 
135 feet the Northwest was the largest vessel in the 

Kellogg fleet. A classic West Coast steamboat, the Northwest 
was, by all accounts, both efficient and modem. With her 
engines installed she drew only 12 inches of water, and her 
staterooms were illuminated by electric lights. 

Although schedules on the Kellogg line were maintained 
whenever possible, the Kellogg captains were known for their 
flexible service. The boat would stop for any farmer who put 
out a flag, and produce buyers were often on board to facili
tate business. Passenger connections with the railroad were 
made at Kelso, Castle Rock and Olequa for those bound for 
Puget Sound or Portland. Many Portland-bound travelers 
preferred the all-water route, however, as the fare was much 
lower than by train. 

Traffic on the Cowlitz River slowed after 1890. The To
ledo was sold in 1891 to the Woodland Navigation Company 
for service on the Lewis River. Navigation improvements on 
the Cowlitz continued, with the total amount of money ex
pended reaching almost $20,000 by 1893. 

Mining activity near Mount St. Helens brought life back 
to the Kellogg line in 1897. Service to Toledo, which had 
been cut back to once a week, returned to the old tri-weekly 
schedule. That summer Joseph Kellogg ordered a new steam
boat from the Supple yard in Portland. Intending to extend 

The Joseph Kellogg was 
built in 1881 using the 
engines from the older 
stemwheeler Dayton. 
Her cabin structure 
was said to be 
constructed from 
cedar and other light e
woods to save weight. j 
In 1889, while she 
was serving as the 
Kellogg line's Port
land connection, 
the daily trip to 
Kelso cost one 
dollar. Breakfast 
and dinner were 
served to the 
passengers at no 
extra cost. 

The Kellogg family 
developed a benevolent 
monopoly on Cowlitz 
River transportation 

that lasted until 
World War II. 

service through the dry periods, Kellogg designed a steamer of 
even lighter draft than his Northwest. The new boat was 
named Chester, after Orrin's son, and measured 101 by 21 
feet. Chester Kellogg would later recall that his grandfather's 
last boat "held the distinction of being the lightest draft boat 
ever built, as she drew only six inches when built. It was 
jokingly said that she could run on a heavy dew." 

The idea of building a light-draft boat for year-round ser
vice was not new to the Cowlitz River. In 1892 a competitor, 
Captain Frederick Lewis, brought his 70-foot steamer Mes
senger from Portland and started running the upper river as far 
as Toledo. The next year Lewis returned with a proposal to 
build and operate two stem wheelers, a large one for the lower 
river and a smaller one to reach Toledo. Although many 
shippers expressed interest in the scheme, there was not 
enough business at the time to support two steamboat compa
nies. The Messenger eventually withdrew, leaving the 
Kelloggs in control of the Cowlitz River trade. 

The first decade of the 20th century was a busy and pros
perous period for the Kellogg Transportation Company (a 
new name for the Joseph Kellogg Company). In 1908, the 

Chester carried 21,634 tons of 
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Cowlitz rose rapidly during rainy periods, but also fell 
lower than ever during the summer dry spells. Following 
a disastrous flood in the winter of 1906, Congress appro
priated $15,000 for improvement of the Cowlitz and 
Lewis Rivers. Although this money was clearly in-
tended for dredging, there was some disagreement 
about where to dredge and how much river bottom to 
remove. After numerous delays, work on the project 
started in the spring of 1911. The dredge Cowlitz 
started on the lower river near Castle Rock, proceed
ing downstream at a rate of 75 to 100 feet a day. The 
Cowlitz was back at work the following year, this time 
starting from Toledo and working downstream. Jet
ties were built out from the river bank at each bar to 
restrict water flow and increase its speed. This cur
rent, it was hoped, would keep gravel from building 

ui up in the channel and help maintain the depth 
\ without further dredging. 

S:_ The hope of creating a year-round navigation 
{ channel on the Cowlitz was not to be fulfilled. Low 
p; 

t 
5 
§ 

r 
:c 

water during the late summer of 1913 was said to be 
as low if not lower than ever before. Even the light
draft Chester had difficulty negotiating the lower 
river without grounding. 

l Decade of Decline 

\\ \\" \l ( t 1 \ 

a. WHILE MANY FOLKS along the Cowlitz were i watching the river bottom, other more signifi-

Tri-weekly service to Portland and bi-weekly trips up the 
Cowlitz to Toledo were features of the Kellogg line during 
its peak in the 1880s. 

freight valued at over one million dollars to points above 
Castle Rock. An advertisement placed by the Kelloggs in 
1911 showed the clear advantage to Toledo customers of 
shipping by water. 

YEARLY MAINTENANCE of the Cowlitz River chan
nel proved to be an increasing challenge. Even 
with the steamboat company and Corps of Engi
neers working together, it was difficult to keep 

ahead of the snags. Logging contributed significantly to the 
difficulties of navigating the Upper Cowlitz. Logs and shingle 
bolts were floated to downstream mills from landings above 
Toledo. Unfortunately, many logs got hung up along the way, 
forming jams. The situation was brought to a head in 1906 
after both Kellogg boats were damaged in separate accidents. 
Kellogg Transportation filed suit against several logging com
panies for imperiling navigation. Although a settlement was 
finally reached, logs continued to pose a major hazard. 

Logging and land clearing also contributed to greater fluc
tuations in river level after the tum of the century. The 

cant changes were taking place. Automobiles be
gan to appear and with them interest in improved roads. In 
fact, the Chester was employed in 1912 and 1914 to move 
materials for the new Pacific Highway. Farmers on Cowlitz 
Prairie soon discovered that trucks were a cheaper and more 
convenient way to get their products to market. 

Freight tonnage arriving at the Kellogg warehouse in To
ledo dropped off rapidly during the 1910s. In 1916 there was 
plenty of water in the Cowlitz, but service to Toledo was 
discontinued in July for lack of business. The Chester made 
her last trip to Toledo in the spring of 191 7. In need of repair, 
the little steamer was tied up at Kelso and sank during the 
following winter. Early in 1918 the Kellogg Company leased 
the steamer Oregona and made several trips as far as Cowlitz 
Landing. Toledo saw its last steamboat in April. The Pomona 
arrived at the Kellogg dock, loaded oats and barley, and re
turned downstream under the experienced hands of Arthur 
Riggs and Orrin Kellogg. 

Today upstream travel on the Cowlitz is possible with a 
jet-boat. Commercial navigation, however, ended with the 
last steamer. The river is usually quiet now, showing little 
evidence of its active maritime past. 

Bruce Weilepp is museum director for the Pacific County Historical 
Society in South Bend, Washington. He maintains an active interest in 
the history of technology and recently led a field tour of surviving steam 
donkey engines in the woods of Pacific County. 
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HISTORY ALBUM 

" Too many Christmas trees everywhere," lamented one Puget Sound 
pioneer whose cabin probably stood in the shadows of towering firs. Yet 
the Christmas tree was the centerpiece for pioneer community 
Christmas celebrations usually held in a church or meeting hall and 

attended by hundreds coming from miles around. Pioneer trees were decorated 
with strings of Oregon grape, salal, popcorn, gilded pine cones and lit with candles. 
Gifts were hung from the tree and distributed to all. 

By the tum of the century trees were common in every home and by the Great 
Depression logging companies and independent entrepreneurs were shipping our 
evergreen wealth to brighten living rooms nationwide. The truck pictured here 
prepares to transport its load of 1,080 trees from Redmond on November 30, 1931. 

The Historical Society gladly accepts donations of prints or negatives of regional historical interest to add to its photograph collection. (Please contact the Society before~ 
making donations.) Readers are invited to submit historical photographs for History Album. If a photograph is to be returned, it must be accompanied by a self~addressed, 
stamped envelope. 
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er thick, ankle
length bloomers 
flapping wildly in 
the wind, a Taco

ma schoolteacher stood atop Mount 
Rainier. Until now, no woman had 
scanned the "miles of mountains form
ing one great circle round the horizon" 
from the 14,410-foot summit. In late af
ternoon on August 10, 1890, 19-year
old Edwina Fay Fuller took pride in 
achieving the goal she had "always 
dreamed of and feared impossible." 

As Mount Rainier National Park ap
proaches its centennial in 1999, Fay 
Fuller deserves more than passing recog
nition as the first woman to reach the 
summit. Her life in Tacoma exemplifies 
a heady spirit in the rapidly growing 
young city between the late 1880s and 
the early 1890s. Taking on the wilder
ness visibly dominated by Mount 
Rainier became a popular pastime for 
the region's adventurous men. By join
ing four of them for a successful two-day 
ascent, Fay bucked the social customs of 
her time. Her published account drew 
fresh attention to the mountain and 
to mountaineering, particularly for 
women. More importantly, her enthusi
asm led her to gather and publish all the 
earlier written accounts she could lo
cate in a series of feature articles. Both 
Fay Fuller's feat and her commitment to 
collect those accounts contribute to 
Mount Rainier's rich human history. 

In the summer of 1890 Seattle was furi
ously rebuilding following a devastating 
fire the previous year. Thirty-five miles 
to the south, the city of Tacoma en
joyed a bustling economy. The terminus 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad in 
Tacoma proved a boon to both business 
and early tourism. When climbing par
ties embarked for Mount Rainier from 
points north or south, they frequently 
boarded the train for Yelm and Yelm 
Trail. Twenty years earlier, in 1870, the 
first two climbers had reached the sum
mit. By 1890 about two dozen men had 
succeeded. A woman had yet to demon-

strate that she possessed sufficient 
strength and endurance to make it all 
the way. 

A climbing party invited Fay to ac
company them in 1887, insisting that 
she turn back at 8,500 feet. Only age 17 
when she accepted this condition, she 
believed she could climb higher. And 
she longed for a second chance. 

Piecing together what is known 
about Fay Fuller, the spread of the infec
tious "mountain fever" close to her 
backyard, and her friendship with 
Philemon Van Trump-one of the first 
to conquer the summit-helps to ex
plain why she set her sights on Rainier. 

Fay was 12 years old when in 1882 she 
moved with her family from Chicago to 
Tacoma in what was then Washington 
Territory. Her father, Edward N. Fuller, 
who would dedicate his later years to 
the Washington State Historical Soci
ety, became editor of the Evening News. 
The family moved into a house on St. 
Helens A venue, and Fay enrolled at the 
new high school. In 1885 she became 
one of its first nine graduates. The 15-
year-old soon began teaching locally at 
Longfellow School. In an interview in 
1950 Fay claimed that she also taught at 
Rosedale on Henderson Bay on the 
Kitsap Peninsula, a day's trip by steamer 
from Tacoma's downtown dock. 

On the threshold of womanhood in 
the Victorian era, yet inclined toward 
physical challenges considered off-lim
its for her gender, Fay found herself 
among the many T acomans sharing a 
great enthusiasm for climbing. Ascents 
and near ascents of Mount Rainier 
whetted the appetites of adventurous 
souls. Those who engaged in or dis
cussed the growing pastime spoke in
creasingly of the contagious mountain 
fever. Philemon Van Trump, had al
ready visited the top twice when asked 
in 1888 to accompany the popular natu
ralist John Muir. Van Trump wrote: 
"Though my business and my wife being 
without help really made it a dereliction 
of duty for me to leave home, they soon 
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First Woman to the i 



~tiller 
By 

Betsy Potts 

Top of Mount Rainier 

talked me into the mountain fever." 
Fay's decision to teach conformed to 

the conventional career choice for 
young women; her free-time activities 
did not. Leonard Longmire of Yelm was 
a member of the party in Fay's 1890 as
cent. A teenager when he first climbed 
the mountain, he reminisced in 1933 
about his early days as a guide and pro
vided firsthand insight about Fay's char
acter. He recalled her as a pioneering 
woman ahead of her time in the Pacific 
Northwest. She and a small group of 
young Tacoma women organized for 
"healthful exercise," calling themselves 
the Women's Guard; their calisthenics 
and rifle drills undoubtedly stirred gos
sip among local residents. Longmire 
also remembered Fay raising eyebrows 
by riding horseback like a man, rather 
than sidesaddle, and by sporting 
bloomers instead of a woman's proper 
riding habit. And, according to Long
mire, she became the world's first 
woman "harbor master" in Seattle. 

Such unconventional activities sug
gest an independent thinker who en
dured criticism from townspeople con
cerning her boldness. Little is known 
about Fay's mother, Augusta Morrison, 
whose father was mayor of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, at the time she mar
ried Edward Fuller. Any attempt by Au
gusta to influence her daughter likely 
failed, for nothing suggests that Fay at
tempted to curtail her self-reliant ways. 
The "quiet young girl with demi-blonde 
hair, a square, firm chin, and pleasing 
features and manner," and who pre
ferred physically demanding adven
tures, emerges as a strong-willed indi
vidual who might use personality and 
persistence to further her cause. 

When in 1887 Fay accepted an invi
tation to climb Mount Rainier with the 

Complete with cumbersome 
costume and alpenstock, and 

standing on fake ice, Fay Fuller 
posed in Tacoma for I. G. Davidson, 

a professional photographer from 
Portland, after she became the 

first woman to "conquer" 
Mount Rainier. 
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constraint that she return to camp at a 
specified elevation, the experience 
proved both exhilarating and frustrat
ing for her. It tested her endurance, al
lowed her to travel with and learn from 
seasoned hikers, and fueled her ambi
tion to return: "Having climbed the 
mountain ... to an altitude of 8,500 
feet, [I] knew the pleasure in store .... It 
was a great disappointment, and one 
that made me resolve that some time I 
would go as high as possible, but hardly 
daring to hope what that might mean." 
She would need the patience to wait 
three more years. 

A ccelerated improve
ments along and 
near the popular 
Yelm Trail and 

wagon road in the late 1880s helped to 
spread the mountain fever. Clearing, 
widening and grading the trail and cre
ating switchbacks eased the first leg of 
travel by horseback toward Rainier. 
Several simple lodgings promised basic 
comforts along the way. Discovering 
mineral springs in 1883 and summering 
there with his family, James Longmire 
and his son Len built log dwellings and 
rough bathhouses after snow crushed 
the first within a year or two. By 1888 
their cabin and those of two others, 
along with a few barns, provided shelter. 

Improvements over the next few 
summers pushed onward and, literally, 
upward. In 1890 the Longmires, with 
assistance from a number of Indians, 
started the first road to Longmire 
Springs, which they completed in 1891. 
Their efforts included a small log hotel 
at the springs, contributing much to 
"open and maintain a proper trail into 



Paradise Valley" for early vacationers. knowledge of Mount Rainier, reaffirm- proved both her serious intent and the 
Another key improvement was Long- ing her goal to go "as high as possible." fact that she had been given advance 
mire's log bridge, which spanned the Opportunity knocked in the summer notice to pack with a purpose. Riding 
Nisqually River at the foot of the of 1890 when the Van Trumps asked astride a horse as she headed toward the 
switchbacks. Built shortly af- - - ------------- ----,/) Nisqually River bridge and 
ter John Muir's ascent, the 5: through forested Pierce 
new crossing assured dry ~ County, Fay wore an outfit 
clothes, a safer, swifter journey ~ unimaginably cumbersome 
and a psychological lift to par- ~ compared with today's light-
ties setting out from Yelm. Fay ~ weight and layered approach. 
described this crossing as haz- ~. Her dressmaker had sewn a 
ardous for rider and horse in ~ thick blue flannel, ankle-
the days before the bridge, the 1 length bloomer suit covered 
water carrying "huge boulders, ? with a long coatdress. Lined 
continually roaring and rolling i pockets in her blouse held per-
from the glacier." sonal items. One Tacoman's 

Not long after Fay's 1887 comment about Fay echoed 
attempt aborted at the snow Victorian "shock at the 
fields, she must have deter- thought that her mother 
mined to be alert for another would let her wear such an 
opportunity. To keep in peak 'immodest costume."' "In or-
physical condition she prob- der to get the benefit of the 
ably arranged to exercise with sun," Fay hairpinned a straw 
the Women's Guard whenever hat to her upswept hair. 
time permitted. Sturdy footwear for women 

With her father in the was nonexistent, so she pur-
newspaper business and her chased heavy calfskin boys' 
family living on "D" Street shoes to lace over wool stock-
near downtown Tacoma by ,,. • •' ings. She carried blankets and ... 
1888, Fay had ready access to an alpenstock (walking stick) -climbing accounts. She would crafted from a curved shovel 
not have missed Van Trump's handle by a Yelm blacksmith, 
report in the Daily Ledger soon after de- A later portrait of Philemon with a spike driven into the end. 
scending Mount Rainier that summer. Van Trump, one of the first two men Goggles plus a charcoal mixture spread 
When he, A. C. Warner (the first to to reach Mount Rainier's summit on her face as a sunscreen rounded out 
photograph from the summit) and Muir (l 870). Fay joined the Van Trump her equipment. 

h family on their 1890 summer outing h h hl h f 1 b d left footprints on t e mountain top, T e ig ig ts o Fay's c im raw 
to Mount Rainier, continuing to 

they caused excitement to ripple the top with another party. heavily from the article she published in 
throughout the region, and a camp soon Every Sunday, her father's Tacoma 
bore the latter's name. her to accompany them on an excursion weekly, shortly after her descent. From 

o ay and Van Trump 
:eem to have become 
riends, though the ori

g of their acquaintance 
is unclear. He and Edward Fuller may 
have known one another, or Fay may 
have met Van Trump through his 
daughter Christine, who was a student 
at Yelm where Fay briefly taught. The 
seasoned mountaineer spoke to Fay's 
class and invited her to his family camp. 
Through such outings Fay increased her 

to the mountain. Favorable weather mid-morning of their Yelm departure 
had blessed the region with an early on August 4 to their return on the 19th, 
climbing season; a number of parties the trip took over two weeks. 
formed to discuss strategy, plan equip- Horses carried the party toward their 
ment, acquire a guide and establish a destination for nearly three days. Fay 
starting date. detailed the relative ease of this portion, 

That Fay was determined to seize this appreciating prairie, woods and com
opportunity must have been clear to the fortable sleeping accommodations. 
Van Trumps and others who gathered They crossed the N isqually River bridge 
in Yelm the evening of August 3rd. and headed toward Nisqually Glacier. 
Eleven-year-old Christine's presence Fay reported that a "good wagon road 
signaled a casual climb. A glance at has been made over the first twenty 
Fay's equipment and clothing, however, miles, which greatly eases the trip." 
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That first evening, 18 miles from Yelm, 
they paused at Indian Henry's farm to 
eat a meal cooked over an open fire. Fay 
referred to Henry as a "smart old 
Klickitat who ... owns a very valuable 
farm." Two more parties soon arrived, 
among them the four men Fay would 
later join in her final ascent. 

Refreshed by a good night's rest in 
Indian Henry's barn, the party contin
ued 14 hours by horseback along a wind
ing path beneath dense forests of grand 
old cedars and firs and "across chatter
ing brooks, where the tin cups strapped 
to our backs came in use." They slept on 
another fresh bed of hay the second 
night, this time in the barn of the Ker
nahan family, which had recently 
moved to this isolated location from 
Tacoma. Muir had used these accom
modations when he approached Rainier 
by the same route two years earlier. 

Riding more than 11 miles the third 
day, the group arrived at Longmire 
Springs. Here in 1883, on their descent 

from the mountain, James Longmire, 
George Bayley and Philemon Van 
Trump had discovered and explored 
some mineral springs. Crossing the 
bridge that Longmire had recently built 
over the N isqually River near the foot of 
its glacier, members of the party re
adjusted their packs before covering a 
steep hill on foot. Another hour 
brought them to a paradise composed 
"of the greenest grass, prairie firs, and 
myriads of flowers." They bedded down 
at nearby Camp of the Clouds and took 
time the next day to collect and press 
wildflowers, marvel at the area's beauty, 
and set up a comfortable camp. 

ell aware that 

guaranteed a summit 
attempt, Fay prepared 

to make her move. When members of a 
Seattle party passed hers at Paradise 
Valley and camped at an elevation 500 
feet higher, they soon saw a lone young 
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woman striding toward them. What 
then transpired is known only through 
Fay's report-and one's imagination. 
"Visiting and talking with these par
ties," said Fay, "I found several antici
pated trying the ascent. They made me 
happy when they kindly invited me to 
join them." It is safe to speculate that 
she got herself invited. And if her outfit 
created a stir in the city below, spending 
the night in their camp before setting 
out with the all-male party must have 
set tongues wagging. 

Four fit young climbing partners ac
companied Fay Fuller for the final por
tion of the challenge. At age 24, the 
Reverend Ernest Smith had recently 

The climbing foursome, 
left to right: W. 0. Amsden, 

Len Longmire, Fay Fuller and 
E. C. Smith. On their way to the 
summit in August 1890, Smith's 

three-foot mercury barometer 
broke as he prepared to 
make an obseroation. 



arrived in the Pacific Northwest as the 
new Unitarian minister in Seattle. He 
was the climbing party's leader. William 
Amsden, a photographer who had cap
tured the first photographs on top of 
Mount Baker, also represented Seattle. 
He carried an 8x 10 camera and glass 
lenses. Len Longmire of Tacoma, who 
had not yet turned 20, would begin two 
decades as a summit guide the following 
summer. Robert R. Parrish had traveled 
to Yelm from Portland with the sole 
purpose of conquering Mount Rainier. 

0 he final two-day 
limb began on August 9, 
d Smith wrote that the 

g p started out equipped 
with "goggles and dark veils." They 
were a "rough-looking set, but prepared 
to camp out in the snow three days if 
necessary." Several mishaps occurred 
that afternoon. Ground glass important 
for Amsden's photography broke, yet he 
found he had "glass pieces enough for 
focusing" and managed to capture the 
sweeping panorama from Camp Muir in 
the lingering light. When Smith's 
three-foot mercury barometer broke, he 
announced, apparently in good humor, 
that his mission had shifted from work 
to pleasure. Finally, when Parrish 
missed in tossing his pack to safe 
ground, he could only watch it careen 
over the edge of a crevasse. But the 

fivesome had safely weathered the day. 
Now, with evening coming, they 
stretched tents over their alpenstocks 
and awaited the dawn. 

After a fitful sleep they arose at half 
past four in the morning to find streams 
frozen and their canteens dry. A bit of 
chocolate plus a few raisins and prunes 
sufficed for breakfast. Crossing ledges 
and slippery slopes proved tedious, par
ticularly an icy SO-foot portion. Here 
Smith chiseled steps with his hatchet. 
Along the most treacherous ledge at 
Gibraltar (a high cliff christened by 
climbers in 1889), Fay permitted herself 
to be secured by a rope between two 
men in front and two behind. This nar
row shelf had to be navigated before the 
sun's warmth loosened the rocks. 

Len Longmire credited Fay for not 
wanting to concede anything that 
might make her appear soft. He recalled 
that someone offered her a hand at an 
especially dangerous place. "No 
thanks," she replied, "I want to get up 
there under my own power or not at all." 
Thin air near the top slowed their pace 
to a few steps, a pause, then a few more 
steps. Twelve hours after their day be
gan, they reached the icy crown of 
Mount Rainier. 

The five hikers scanned the horizon. 
The wind howled; the day was already 
cooling. Clouds prevented a full vista, 
but a partial view was reward enough. 

Fay described the world of white at 
the summit with deep emotion. "It was a 
heavenly moment," she wrote. "Words 
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cannot describe scenery and beauty, 
how they could speak for the soul!" On 
viewing the night sky through a steam 
cave roof along the rim of a crater, she 
could watch the "stars and meteors ... 
and hear the awful avalanches roaring 
down the mountain sides .... It is all 
God's music, the sounds being grander 
than the sights." A later report in the 
San Francisco Chronicle captured the 
hostile weather at 12,000 feet: "the 
wind blew a hurricane over the snow 
and blue-green glacier." 

Before beginning their descent they 
left a few items in the nearby crater as 
proof of their adventure: a sardine can 
containing their names, a brandy flask 
and a tin cup. 

For her first major climbing feat, Fay 
carefully itemized her equipment, 
clothing and food supplies. The latter 
included "dried beef, fried ham, cold 
boiled eggs, sardines, bread and butter, 
extract of beef, cheese, chocolate, dried 



peaches, raisins and prunes," plus some 
brandy and a flask of whiskey. Having 
spent a sheltered but near-sleepless 
night in an ice cave, Fay told of her 
companions bathing their feet in the 
whiskey. Such details would interest 
future climbers. 

Several observations show for the 
first time a woman mountaineer's per
spective. Steam rising from the crater 
appeared to boil "like a row of tea 
kettles." Of the men's appearance near 
the summit she wrote: "The gentle
men's mustaches were frozen like ice." 
Fay recalled great difficulty in mastering 
the steps carved in the SO-foot "solid 
wall of ice" by the Reverend Smith with 
his hatchet. She found that the distance 
between the steps suited a man more 
than a woman, especially one wearing a 
"long full-skirted coat" over a hot and 
bulky bloomer-suit. Finally, she re
counted with amusement Smith's at
tempts to cook at that altitude. 

The sense of awe and wonder 
that Fay Fuller must have 

experienced as she ascended 
Mount Rainier is captured in this 
1911 Asahel Curtis photograph 

of Cowlitz Glacier, on the 
southeast face just below 

Camp Muir. 

~ 
[ a place for herself? Her newspaper-edi-
l tor father likely encouraged her and of
~ fered access to publication. These news-
"" .g· worthy articles whetted recreational 
~ appetites to try the Cascade's highest 
~ peak and increased momentum to in
:r: 
!_• elude it in a national park. 
• In reaching Rainier's summit in 1890 
fr and again in 1897 with the Mazamas 
1 Club of Portland, Fay dispelled any 

Fay's article described in a straight
forward manner the cold, fatigue, 
hunger, thirst and blistered faces the 
group experienced. She pronounced the 
charcoal-and-cream sunblock a failure 
and acknowledged suffering intense 
pain: lips, noses, and almost "all our 
faces swollen out of proportion, eyes 
sore, wrists peeling." 

A number of historians 
credit Fay Fuller 
with an achieve
ment beyond her 

personal mountaineering conquest. Her 
decision to find and publish other first
hand accounts of Rainier ascents is her 
legacy on the eve of Mount Rainier Na
tional Park's centennial. Her keen jour
nalistic sense and eagerness to climb do 
not fully explain why she penned her 
adventure and sought similar stories of 
others. Did she consider these feats his
tory-in-the-making and want to secure 
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doubt that she possessed adequate 
stamina. She opened a door for others of 
her gender, especially her students in 
Yelm. Her words echo that spirit: "I ex
pect to have my example followed by a 
good many women." 

After becoming social editor for Ev
ery Sunday, Fay took a position as the 
first woman newspaper reporter for the 
Tacoma Ledger. This assignment sent 
her throughout the city. Covering "the 
waterfront, equity court, the markets," 
she told an interviewer upon returning 
to Tacoma in 1950, "I walked miles 
from one end of town to the other, hold-
ing my skirts out of the dust and mud." 
She also worked for newspapers in 
Pendleton, Oregon. One reporter ob
served that she had a "nose for news." 
Fay claimed herself "one of the boys." 
After covering the world's fairs in Chi
cago and St. Louis, her journalistic ca
reer eventually took her to Washing
ton, D.C. lnJune 1905 she married Fritz 
von Briesen in New York City. A few 
years her junior and an 1895 Harvard 
graduate, he practiced patent and trade
mark law. They lived for many years on 
New York's West 57th Street. Fay died 
in 1958 at the age of 88. 

Betsy Potts is a Tacoma-based free-lance writer 
and photographer and a member of the Tacoma 
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 
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Aspects of the Asian, American 
Experience in the Northwest 

By Roger Daniels 
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sian Americans have not 
fared well in the hands 
of Pacific Northwest 
historians. Hubert Howe 

Bancroft (183 2-1918), a noted histo
rian of the Pacific Coast, can be surro
gate for several generations of writers. 
Of Chinese he wrote in 1890 that, "The 
color of their skins, the repulsiveness of 
their features, their undersize of figure, 
their incomprehensible language, 
strange customs and heathen religion 
... conspired to set them apart .... " For 
several generations Pacific Coast histo
rians largely provided variations of 
Bancroft's racial and ethnic biases, but 
we need not be concerned with them 
here. While few were as frank about 
their biases as Bancroft had been
many of them were advocates of "scien
tific" history-they tended to justify 
what was done to Asians while at the 
same time saying very little about them. 

This began to change in the 1960s. 
Here are parallel passages from two 
scholarly books, the first published in 
1948 and the second in 1976, which 
illustrate the nature of that change. In 
his Farthest Frontier: The Pacific North
west (1948), Sidney Warren writes in 
his discussion of territorial Idaho about 
"the Chinese who had infiltrated into 
the area to serve as cooks and laundry
men and as gleaners of what the white 
miners considered exhausted gold 
veins ... . " In his 1976 history of Idaho, 
F. Ross Peterson writes, "An interesting 
aspect of Idaho gold mining is that by 
1870 over one-half of Idaho's miners 
and one-third of the territory's popula
tion were Chinese. The Orientals pur
chased claims from the less-patient 
whites and worked them long after the 
original owners had left." Warren not 



only used pejorative language-whites 
migrated to Idaho while Chinese "infil
trated"-but he had the ecology of Chi
nese employment all wrong. Most Chi
nese turned to providing services only 
after they had been driven from the 
mines by whites. 

Contemporary historians of the Pa
cific Northwest no longer denigrate 
Chinese and other Asians and usually 
give accurate accounts of the persistent 
discrimination and violence that Asian 
Americans were subjected to until legal 
discrimination ended during the civil 
rights era of the 1960s. But what these 
historians write about Asian Americans 
tends to be what I have called "negative 
history"-that is, history that largely 
recounts what was done to these immi
grant peoples and their descendants 
rather than what they themselves have 
done. This kind of writing makes Asian 
Americans objects rather than subjects 
of history. Of the modem state histories 
of the Northwest, Gordon Dodds's bi
centennial history of Oregon has the 
most detail about individual Asian 
Americans and their accomplishments, 
while the most disappointing is a history 
of Washington that mentions no 
Asians by name and does not even refer 
to the process by which most of the 
state's Japanese Americans were packed 

off to internment camps in Idaho, Cali
fornia and Wyoming. 

The intent here is not to trudge 
through those works, volume by vol
ume, to point with pleasure or disdain at 
what each does or does not say about 
Asian Americans. The fact of the mat
ter is that what Rose Marie Wong says 
in her 1994 history of Portland's 
Chinatown-"very little has been writ
ten on the history of Oregon's emigrant 
Chinese settlement or Portland's first 
Chinatown"- could be applied to most 
of the Asian American experience in 
the Pacific Northwest. One is struck, for 
example, after looking through index 
after index, by how often one sees the 
entry, "first white woman in-" and 
how rarely one sees "first Chinese 
woman in-" or "first Vietnamese 
woman in-." The one is a part of the 
canon of western history while the oth
ers, presumably, are not. 

I t would be easy to fill many pages 
complaining about what hasn't 
been done, but it would be nei
ther interesting nor profitable to 

do so. Instead, these pages relate some
thing about a few Pacific Northwest 
Asian Americans who don't usually get 
into history books, focusing on mem
bers of the two oldest groups-Chinese 
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ABOVE: This Chinese laundry, 
or "wash house" as they were 
often called, was run by a man 
named Hung Yick near Boise, 
Idaho, probably around the turn 
of the century. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Many Chinese 
immigrants initially came to the 
Northwest in search of gold. This 
photo depicts a Chinese miner's 
"rocker" operation on 
Horseshoe Bend near Freedom 
(Slate Creek), Idaho County. 

Americans and Japanese Americans. 
Although there were a few Chinese 

in the New World in the early 17th cen
tury, numerically significant Chinese 
migration did not occur until the 1849 
gold rush. Not long after that Chinese 
began moving north and east from Cali
fornia. According to the 1870 census, 
there were over 7,800 Chinese in the 
Northwest, with nearly 2,000 in Mon
tana, and nearly 4,300 in Idaho Terri
tory where they comprised over a quar
ter of the population. This is the highest 
incidence of Asians ever recorded in 
any mainland state or territory. Most of 
them, and those in neighboring states, 
were searching for gold, and ways were 
soon found-legal and otherwise-to 
drive them out of most mines. 

Because most other Americans, red 



or white, treated the Chinese with con
tempt when they did not brutalize 
them, we know very little about the vast 
majority of these people, except that 
more than 90 percent of them were 
men. Few left records in English, and 
what records existed in Chinese were 

ABOVE: Seattle's Fifth and Main 
on December 20, 1910, showing 
what the original caption writer 
called "oriental businesses" left 
standing after clearance for the 
right-of-way of the Oregon and 
Washington Railway. 

RIGHT: Chinese-American 
entrepreneur Chin Gee Hee in 
his Seattle office, 1906. An 
important labor contractor and 
importer, he later returned to 
China with capital raised in 
America to build and operate a 
railroad in China. 

often discarded as being worthless. 
They were, after all, in Bret Harte's 

phrase, only "heathen Chinee." Harte's 
experience was in California and Ne
vada, but it was the same, or worse, in 
the Northwest. Here is a piece of folk
lore doggerel collected in Seattle, 
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Washington; Jacksonville, Oregon; and 
Florence, Idaho-all places that had 
significant Chinese populations. Some 
find it humorous, but it accurately re
flects where the Chinese stood in the 
frontier pecking order. It was probably 
sung thus: 



Old John Martin Duffy was judge of 
the court 

In a small mining town in the West; 
Although he knew nothin' 'bout rules 

of the law, 
At judging he was one of the best. 
One night in the winter a murder 

occurred, 
And the blacksmith was accused of the 

crime; 
We caught him red-handed and gave 

him three trials 
But the verdict was "guilty" each time. 
Now he was the only good blacksmith 

we had 
And we wanted to spare him his life, 
So Duffy stood up in court like a lord 
And with these words he settled the 

strife. 
"I move we dismiss him-he's needed 

in town." 
Then he spoke out these words, which 

have gained him renown: 
"We have two Chinese laundrymen, 

everyone knows-
Let's save this poor blacksmith and 

hang one of those." 

Although the incident described is 
clearly apocryphal, John R. Wunder has 
demonstrated in a series of articles that 
justice for Chinese in the Northwest 
was very difficult to obtain, especially in 
cases involving trial by juries from 
which Chinese were excluded. Chinese 
defendants fared somewhat better in 
federal courts, however. 

No atrocity better illustrates the 
kind of "justice" Chinese immigrants 
received in the Northwest than the 
little known "Snake River Massacre" of 
1887. In terms of "body count," it was 
worse than the much better known mas
sacres in Los Angeles (1871) and Rock 
Springs, Wyoming (1885). Thirty-one 
Chinese miners were robbed, murdered 
and mutilated by a white gang in the 
isolated Hell's Canyon gorge in Oregon. 
Although the identity of the killers be
came known-one turned state's evi
dence and three were actually brought 
to trial-none was convicted. Clearly, 
folklore's Judge Duffy had real life coun
terparts. The leading authority on this 
massacre, Professor David Stratton, il-

lustrates the nonchalance with which 
some Northwesterners treated the 
deaths of Chinese by pointing out that a 
relic of the massacre-a Chinese skull 
fashioned into a sugar bowl-graced the 
kitchen table of one ranch home for 
many years. 

ozens of other Chinese 
were murdered in the 
Northwest. In the Puget 
Sound communities of 

Seattle and Tacoma anti-Chinese riot
ing brought federal troops in twice. And 
it was not just labor radicals and riffraff 
who were involved. In Tacoma, for ex
ample, the mayor, two councilmen, a 
probate judge and 23 other whites were 
indicted for conspiracy and insurrec
tion, but no jury could be found to con
vict them for trying to expel Chinese. Is 
it any wonder, then, that in the West 
the phrase "a Chinaman's chance" 
meant no chance at all? Partly because 
of the violence and partly due to the 
lack of economic opportunity, most 
Chinese abandoned the mining regions 
where they had been most numerous. 

Despite the violence and depopula
tion, some Chinese endured and left 
records. More than 30 years ago infor
mation came to light about the life of 
one Chinese immigrant who became a 
Montana farmer, married a Caucasian 
woman and won the respect of his 
neighbors. He was born Sing On some
where in southern China around 1860. 
He arrived in Montana Territory in 
1873 as a teenager, living first in Helena 
where he supported himself and at
tended public school. He moved around 
Montana before settling in Teton 
County, where he farmed 480 acres. 

In 1879 the Montana Territorial 
Legislature passed an act changing his 
name to George Taylor, which he later 
embellished to George Washington 
Taylor. In 1890 he married Lena 
Bloom, a Swedish immigrant; they had 
seven children-four boys and three 
girls. In 1917, while his eldest son, Ser
geant Albert Henry Taylor of Company 
D, 2d Montana Regiment, was serving 
under Pershing on the Mexican border, 
the Montana legislature sent a petition 
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to Congress asking for a private bill to 
grant citizenship to the soldier's father. 
George Taylor was described as an 
"honorable ... and upright man ... op
posed to anarchy and polygamy." 

Congress took no action on the peti
tion, and there is no further information 
about the elder Taylor or his family. Ev
erything we know about him-like 
most of what we know about 19th-cen
tury Chinese Americans-comes from 
documents generated by others about 
him. Personal letters and diaries, usually 
one of the richest sources for the social 
history of American immigrants, are 
quite rare. There are some letters from 
Chinese-American merchants and 
companies in the archives of the non
Chinese firms with which they dealt. In 
1878, for example, Wa Chong; a Seattle 
labor contractor, complained to the 
owner of a large lumber mill about the 
treatment of Chinese workmen fur
nished by W a Chong: 

The Chinamen in your employ com
plain bitterly of the usage they receive 
from the hands of some of your men, 
more particularly at the hands of the 
mate of [your] steamer Blakely. We 
have had during the past year over 50 
men at Port Gamble and have had no 
complaints whatever. We write to you 
in person about this trouble, feeling that 
you are not aware of the abuse our men 
are receiving at the hands of these other 
workmen . ... Chinamen have feelings 
and know when they are properly 
used . ... The men sent to wood up the 
Blakely last evening took their coats off 
on the steamer and could not find them 
afterwards. No doubt they were hidden 
or thrown overboard by the white 
men-please see about the matter. 

The surviving records do not tell us 
whether or how the matter was 
handled, but Wa Chong continued to 
do business with the mill. 

Until recently no one was interested 
in recording the history or collecting 
the papers of Asian immigrants-the 
technology that has made massive oral 
history projects possible was not devel
oped until after World War II. But in 



1943-44, Rose Hum Lee, a Chinese
American sociologist, interviewed old
timers in her home town of Butte, Mon
tana, as part the research for her 
University of Chicago doctoral disserta
tion. The Butte Chinatown was once 
the biggest east of the Rockies: in 1880, 
21 percent of the town's 3,363 residents 
were Chinese. A steep pattern of de
cline followed in Butte; by 1940 the 88 
Chinese left in Butte were 0.2 percent 
of the city's population. 

Like almost everyone else drawn to 
Butte, it was mining that attracted the 
Chinese. But in 1883 the Montana Ter
ritorial Supreme Court ruled that all 
mining claims held by "aliens ineligible 
to citizenship"-that is, Chinese or 
other Asians-were void. Many Chi
nese then left, but others stayed, often 
entering service trades, particularly 
laundries and restaurants that catered to 
the general population. When the anti
Chinese movement leaders in Butte set 
up a boycott and established picket lines 
around Chinese businesses, the owners 
pooled their money and hired a promi
nent Caucasian attorney. They won 
their case and, as one of the business
men remembered exultantly, 

We won the lawsuit after many hear
ings . When the Six Companies in San 
Francisco heard of the decision, they 
said, "The Butte Chinese are the smart
est anywhere in the United States ." We 
had no idea we would win ... but if we 
had not, none of us would be here today. 

There is much of interest in Lee's 
work, but her interviews with "the old
est woman in Butte's Chinatown" are 
the most fascinating. They comprise 
one of the few firsthand accounts we 
have of the life of an upper class Chi
nese-American woman of the period: 

When I came to America as a bride, I 
never knew I would be coming to a 
prison. Until the [ 1910-11] Revolution 
I was allowed out of the house but once 
a year. That was during New Years 
when families exchanged . . . calls and 
feasts. We would dress in our long 
plaited, hand-embroidered skirts. These 

were a part of our wedding dowry 
brought from China. Over these we 
wore long-sleeved short satin or damask 
jackets . We wore all of our jewelry and 
put jeweled ornaments in our hair. The 
father of my children hired a closed car
riage to take me and the children calling. 
Of course, he did not go with us, as this 
was against the custom practiced in 
China. The carriage waited until we 
were ready to leave, which would be 
hours later, for the women saw each 
other so seldom that we talked and re
viewed all that went on since we saw 
each other. Before we went out of the 
house, we sent the children to see if the 
streets were clear of men. If we did have 
to walk out when men were on the 
streets, we hid our faces behind our silk 
fans and hurried by . . . . 

The women were always glad to see 
each other; we exchanged news of our 
families and friends in China. We ad
mired each other's clothes and jewels . As 
we ate separately from the men, we 
talked about things that concerned 
women. When the New Year festivals 
were over, we would put away our 
clothes and take them out when another 
feast was held. Sometimes we went to a 
feast when a baby born into a family 
association was one month old. Other
wise we seldom visited each other; it was 
considered immodest to be seen too 
many times during the year. After the 
Revolution in China, I heard that 
women there were free to go out. When 
the father of my children cut his queue 
[pigtail] he adopted new habits: I dis
carded my Chinese clothes and began to 
wear American clothes. By that time my 
children were going to American schools 
and could speak English, and they helped 
me buy what I needed. Gradually the 
other women followed my example. We 
began to go out more frequently and 
since then I go out all the time. 

Despite what is usually said about the 
uniqueness of the Asian-American ex
perience, her story is in many ways typi
cally American: an immigrant woman is 
helped in acculturating to American 
life by her children who have been 
molded in the public schools. 
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During the Exclusion Era, 1882-
1943, while the Chinese presence in the 
Northwest and in the nation as a whole 
shrank in both absolute and relative 
numbers, the Japanese-American pres
ence grew. After most Chinese immi
gration had been cut off in 1882, thou
sands of Japanese immigrants came to 
the Northwest. The Japanese-Ameri
can population grew steadily in the re
gion until 1940. By that time there were 
nearly 20,000 Japanese Americans in 
the Northwest, some two-thirds of them 
native-born American citizens. Nearly 
15,000 lived in Washington, another 
4,000 in Oregon, while just over 1,000 
lived in Idaho. Two years later there 
were some 10,000 Japanese Americans 
in Idaho, most of them former Wash
ingtonians confined in the Minidoka 
internment camp. Since Japanese came 
in this century and a few pioneers are 
still alive, it is easier to hear their voices. 
And although many Japanese-Ameri
can historical documents and artifacts 
were destroyed in fear and anger after 
Pearl Harbor, the lives of the Japanese 
pioneers can be much more easily docu
mented than those of their Chinese pre
decessors. 

M 
ighlighted here are two 
Northwestern Japanese
American communities 
-Seattle, Washington, 

and Hood River, Oregon-which represent 
the urban and rural aspects of the Japanese 
immigrants' ecology. Seattle was the second 
city of mainland Japanese America, trailing 
only Los Angeles during most of the pre
World War II era. In 1940 it was home for 
nearly 7,000 Japanese Americans, making 
them by far the largest prewar racial minor
ity in Seattle. Most lived in a thriving 
Nihonmachi (Japan-town), centered on 
Jackson, Main and Washington streets, just 
east of Union Station. Many of Seattle's 
Japanese engaged in small businesses, mar
keting the produce of Japanese farmers and 
fishermen; Japanese entrepreneurs operated 
64 stalls in Pike Place Market. Japanese in 
Seattle operated 183 hotels and had all of 
the "red cap" jobs at Union Station. The 
city's early Japanese population had been 
heavily male-nearly 30 to 1 in 1900----but 



by 1940 it was largely composed of family 
units, although there were still 123 males for 
every 100 females. 

In many ways Japanese did well in 
Seattle. By the end of the 1930s most 
Japanese-American families there were 
at least in the lower reaches of the 
middle class and were excelling in edu
cation. In 1937, for example, when Se
attle had nine high schools, Nisei, sec- I 
ond-generation Japanese Americans, J 
were valedictorians in three and saluta- -~ 
torians in two of them. But, as Quintard l 
Taylor has shown us in a stunning essay, j 
it was always clear that whites held the [ 
upper hand. Nisei high school and col- ~ .. 
lege graduates had to take jobs within ~ 
the ethnic economy or leave the region g 
to get appropriate employment. ~ 

u 
Many of the Seattle Nisei were a :§ 

feisty bunch. In 1921 a congressional ~ 
committee investigating "Japanese im- .f 
migration" visited the city and heard ~ 
from, among others, 17-year-old Nisei Jl 

schoolboy James Sakamoto. In his testi- ~ 
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LEFT: A Japanese
American farmer 
proudly surveys 
his cauliflower 
crop in south King 
County where the 
Japanese domi
nated vegetable 
production prior 
toWorld War II. 

BELOW: Japanese 
and other Asian 
immigrant 
workers once 
were an impor
tant element in 
lumber mill 
employment. 
This 1922 picture 
of Dickman 
Lumber Company 
workers in 
Tacoma shows 
the last ones in 
that city. 



Linda Tamura's grandparents on 
their wedding day in Seattle, July 
14, 1916. Above is Asayo Noji 
( 1897-1994) in traditional 
Japanese dress while on the right 
she has changed into western 
attire to pose with her groom, 
Kichizo Noji ( 1884-1968). Both 
were born in Hiroshima, one of 
the major sources of Japanese 
immigrants to North America, 
and died in Hood River, Oregon. 
The significant age differential 
was typical for Japanese 
Americans of that generation. 

f mony he seems typically American
! cocky and bright; in fact, many of the 
~ community elders thought his perfor-
~ mance disgraceful. Here is part of a col-
~ loquy between the teenager and a Colo

rado congressman: 

Congressman: Well, you know that 
you are claimed as a citizen by Japan 
and also by the United States? 
Sakamoto: I don't care . I was born 
here. 
Congressman: Is it your intention to 

remain an American citizen [or] be a 
Japanese citizen? 
Sakanwto: Why should I not remain 
an American citizen? I was born here, 
and why should I go back there? This 
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is my home. 
Congressman: You intend to remain 
an American citizen? 
Sakamoto: Well, nobody is going to 

stop me. 

And no one did stop him. Sakamoto 
remained an American citizen until he 
died in 19 5 5. But neither his citizenship 
nor the aggressive brand of American
ism he espoused in his newspaper, the 
Japanese American Courier, prevented 
his wartime removal and detention 
along with most other Seattle Japanese
Americans. 

The Japanese Americans of Hood 
River led a very different kind of life. 
Hood River is the center of a secluded 

f 
r 

~ 

f 



valley with 1,400 fertile acres of pear 
and apple orchards. One of the 
Northwest's most prosperous Japanese
American communities evolved there. 
By 1940 it had 462 residents recorded as 
"Japanese" during the census-162 of 
them immigrants, what Japanese 
Americans call "Issei," and the other 
300 their American-born children. One 
of the latter, Minoru Yasui, a son of the 
leading Japanese-American family, 
bragged to a friendly Portland newspa
perman in 1940: "Today the Japanese of 
Hood River County produce an annual 
crop of $500,000. This includes 90 per
cent of the country's asparagus, 80 per
cent of the strawberries, 35 percent of 
the pears and 20 percent of the apples." 

The following year Yasui was the first 
Nisei graduate of the University of Or
egon law school, but less than a year 
later, on March 28, 1942, he was behind 
bars in Portland's Second Avenue po
lice station. He was there because he 
had deliberately challenged the 8:00 PM 

to 6:00 AM curfew that the army had 
promulgated for all persons of Japanese 
origin-the army liked to phrase that 
"aliens and non-aliens alike"-on the 
West Coast. Yasui just could not be
lieve, as one who had studied and prac
ticed law, that American courts would 
uphold such an order against American 
citizens; he soon learned otherwise. He 
was convicted of curfew violation in 
Oregon's federal district court; his con
viction was sustained by the Ninth Cir
cuit · Court of Appeals and, what was 
particularly galling to Yasui, the Su
preme Court never formally ruled on his 
case, even though he was the first Japa
nese American to test the constitution
ality of the government's wartime re
strictions on Japanese-American 
citizens. Instead, he was relegated to a 
footnote in Seattleite Gordon Hira
bayashi's more celebrated case. 

Hood River became infamous after 
November 29, 1944, because the local 
American Legion post had removed the 
names of 16 Nisei soldiers from the 
"honor roll" on the east wall of the 
county courthouse. A little over a · 
month later one of those men, Frank 
Hachiya, was killed in action and 

awarded the Silver Star. When Life and 
other magazines publicized what the 
Legion post had done, a critical furor 
erupted and the names were restored a 
few weeks later. 

But a partially successful campaign 
to keep Japanese Americans from re
turning to their former homes in Hood 
River went on for months; only 40 per
cent of the prewar population returned 
there, as opposed to nearly 70 percent 
for Oregon as a whole. Min Yasui, for 
example, resettled in Denver. A 
tanka-a traditional form of Japanese 
poetry-written by Mrs. Shizue lwat
suki may be translated: 

He was kind to us before 
But now-the shopkeeper 
Nervously refuses to serve us. 

ost of those who re
turned to Hood River 
were able to put the 
pieces of their inter

rupted lives together. A few years ago, 
in the mid 1980s, a Hood River Sansei 
( third generation Japanese American), 
Professor Linda Tamura of Willamette 
University, began tape-recording inter
views with the surviving Hood River Is
sei, including her own grandparents. 
Her maternal grandmother, born in 
1897 in Hiroshima, came to the United 
States as a picture bride in 1916. Of the 
traumatic 1945 return from Minidoka, 
she recalled: 

In spite of rumors of intense discrimina
tion, Papa was determined to return no 
matter what, because our son Sat was 
there. Almost everyone we knew dis
couraged Papa, warning that strong 
anti-Japanese feelings made our return 
much too dangerous. But Papa was de
termined to return, so my daughter and 
I had no choice but to accompany him. 
We were one of the first to leave, so our 
friends warned us to be careful. We 
were so frightened! I jumped at every 
sound! Even at night, I did not sleep 
well. We were not afraid of anyone in 
particular-it was just a general feeling 
of insecurity. Whenever we saw a 
stranger, we were unduly alarmed for 
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we did not know what to expect ... . As it 
turned out, nothing really happened, 
and we were grateful. 

When Linda asked her grandmother 
to characterize her life experience, 
Asayo Noji spoke for her generation: 

Issei have gone through extremely diffi
cult times. Everything in this country 
was different-from language to food to 
manners . ... Surviving ... and hav
ing raised our children, those difficult 
times are now in the backs of our minds. 
There are those who were able to with
stand the rigors of difficult times, and, of 
course, there were those who were not. I 
would say that when we immigrated 
here, Issei were determined to work hard 
and succeed. They were probably driven 
by a desire not to tarnish the Japanese 
image. We had come from so far away 
that we wanted to give our best efforts. 

Their children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-great
grandchildren are now accepted in 
American society to a degree that was 
unimaginable half a century ago. And, 
to be sure, the first generations of later
arriving immigrant groups from Asia 
have much less overt hostility to face, 
and, at the moment, no discriminatory 
legislation to endure. But they, like all 
immigrants, are outsiders in a country 
where everything-~r almost every
thing-is different, and, like all persons 
of color, they live in a society in which 
the inarticulate major cultural premise 
is that "normal" people are white. 
Asian-American Northwesterners in 
the foreseeable future will surely not 
meet the intensity of prejudice that 
their predecessors endured, but they 
will doubtless encounter both overt and 
covert discrimination, even if existing 
policies continue. 

Roger Daniels, Charles Phelps Taft Professor 
of History at the University of Cinncinnati, 
has written widely about immigration in 
general and Asian immigration in particular. 
His most recent work is Prisoners Without 
Trial: Japanese Americans in World War II 
(New York: Hill&Wang, 1993). 
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Among the Society's 
recently acquired 
materials documenting 
Southeast Asian and 

Pacific Island immigrants in Washing
ton are eight issues of the Philippine 
Seattle Colonist, 1926-2 7, and three 
dozen informal photographs of mainly 
Filipino men enjoying group activities 
and outings, c. 1926-39. Special 
Collections has also added a number 
of posters and handbills documenting 
activities in the Lao, Vietnamese 
and Cambodian communities in 
western Washington. 

If you have related materials 
you'd like to donate to the Society, 
please contact the Curator of Special 
Collections at 206/798-5917. 



A FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT 
HOUSE IN LAKEWOOD 
By Donald Leslie Johnson 

T he initial phase of modern architecture owed 
much to the creative ideas and designs of Ameri
can architect Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959). 
His influence and original architecture contin

ued throughout a long and at times controversial career. In 
the 1930s his work had become well known to the general 
public. By the 1950s he had attained celebrity status in Japan 
and most of the Wes tern world. 

Wright's early practice was centered in Chicago, with 
occasional work elsewhere. His highly innovative designs 
attracted national attention in 1908 as a result of an exten
sive article in the national periodical Architectural Record 
that included a theoretical essay. This in turn prompted 
much interest among European architectural circles. With 
the publication in Germany of four monographs in 1910-11 
about and by him, Wright's architecture and philosophy be
came a fulcrum about which Europeans developed their ideas 
for modernism in the 1920s. 

Immediately after the Japanese military surrender, 
Chauncey Leavenworth Griggs contacted Wright to deter
mine if he wanted the venerated architect to design his 
house. The converse was also to be determined: did Wright 
want Griggs as a client? Eventually they came to an agree
ment, but Griggs was not Wright's first Northwest client. 

Sporadic relations with people and places in the North-

west region began early in Wright's professional career. In ~ 
1890, at age 23, as a draftsman in the Chicago office of t 
Dankmar Adler & Louis Sullivan, Wright heard talk of t 
Sullivan's and Charles H. Bebb's visits to Seattle where they ! 
looked after what became an ill-fated opera and apartment [ 
house project. § 

It was in 1908 that Wright's first Northwest commission j 
came to hand. It was the site layout and design of buildings for a 
a summer recreational community near Darby, Montana. He i 
was also asked to design a new town to have been called .'.: 
Bitter Root for a location just north of Stevensville, Mon- t 
tana. Of approximately 54 individual designs for these Mon- g 

tana locations, only 12 houses (cabins, really), a lodge and a 
hotel were built; three are extant. 

At about this time, Wright's personal life began taking on 
characteristics of a soap opera or fictional novel. He and his 
lover, Mrs. Mamah Cheney, left their families to share a life 
of"free love." They escaped to Europe in 1909-10, returning 
to live on his family farm a short distance from Madison, 
Wisconsin. The murder of Mamah, a .volatile relationship 
with another woman (1914-27), his sojourn-perhaps self
imposed exile is more apt-in Japan, and a resulting loss of 
private architectural work in the United States were just part 
of his wilderness years. 

During this rather depressing period Wright obtained a 
second commission in the Northwest. It was to design a river
side veterans memorial park and recreational scheme for 

ABOVE: Exterior photograph of the Chauncey Griggs 
house in Lakewood taken during the late 1950s with the 

shore of Chambers Creek in the foreground. 
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Frank Lloyd Wright at Taliesin West. 

Wenatchee, Washington. The proposal of 1919 was designed 
by draftsman Rudolph Schindler during one of Wright's ex
tended residences in Japan. 

Recovery from those turbulent years began in 
1928 after Wright married a young divorcee 
from Montenegro and Georgia (in the Cauca
sus), Olgivanna Hinzenberg. Together they 

planned a revival of his career and concentrated on his public 
persona. One result was his Autobiography in 1932, another 
was a school of apprentices. These young, aspiring architects 
paid to work for Wright who had no commissions and needed 
the money. 

One contribution to this renaissance came fortuitously. 
Walter R. B. Willcox, head of the architecture department at 
the University of Oregon, invited Wright to mount an exhi
bition on the Eugene campus and talk about his theory of 
architecture. At Wright's request Willcox arranged a venue 
with his counterpart at the University of Washington, 
Harlan Thomas. In 1931 a lecture was presented concur
rently with each of what became large exhibitions in Eugene 
and Seattle. Both events were grandly received. 

Wright's next commission in the region was a result of 
these travels. George Putnam, the honored Salem, Oregon, 
newspaper publisher and editor of the Capitol Journal, com
missioned a new plant. The proposed building of 1932 was a 
radical response to the client's needs and a landmark design 

in the course in modem architecture, prescient in struc
ture and application of all-glass exterior walls for trans
parency and paralax. But the pragmatic editor was un
impressed. More to the point and typical of most in 
business, he was struggling with the economics of the 
Great Depression. It affected Wright, too, but with an 
aggressive promotional campaign other commissions 
came his way. By the late 1930s his return to national 
and international prominence was secure. Then came 
World War II. 

Wright did not obtain new commissions in the 
greater Northwest until after the war ended in 1945. 
They came from clients in Bliss, Idaho (an art studio), 
Corvallis and Wilsonville, Oregon (houses), Whitefish, 
Montana (a medical clinic), and the Puget Sound: four 
houses-two on the waterfront and two in forest clear
ings. The story of Wright's initial reintroduction to the 
region revolves around the first of these four houses, 
that for T acoman Chauncey Griggs. 

The presence in Tacoma of the Griggs family dates 
back to the late 19th century. From Connecticut, 
Michigan, and the battlefields of the Civil War, "Colo
nel" C. W. Griggs was involved with forestry in and 
around Wisconsin, as an entrepreneur in Minneapolis, 
and in service as a Minnesota legislator. In pursuit of 
further financial ventures he participated in the devel

opment of the Northern Pacific railway in Washington and 
related land dealings. He became a leader in founding Pacific 
Northwest forest industries, in particular the St. Paul and 
Tacoma Lumber Company, and in introducing sustainable 
timber farming. These family connections were to influence 
young Chauncey Griggs in deliberating over a program for a 
new home. 

Griggs attended a private school in California and Yale 
University. He was an avid skier and mountaineer. One of his 
business ventures in the 1920s involved installing the first ski 
lifts at Mounts Rainier and Baker and at Snoqualmie Pass. 
During the 1939-45 war he refused commission in one mili
tary branch to volunteer as a private in the mountain troops 
training at Camp Hale, Colorado. 

For a number of years Griggs and his wife Johanna had 
attempted to obtain a house design. In 1942 they purchased 
land with a wooded and shady clearing beside Chambers 
Creek in Lakewood. A couple of local architects had been 
approached, but whatever their contribution, they did not 
satisfy. In November 1945 Lieutenant Griggs of the 10th 
Mountain Division, stationed in San Francisco, approached 
the prestigious Bay Area office of Wurster, Bernardi and 
Emmons. He wanted to obtain the architectural services of 
William Wurster who at that moment was elsewhere. Partner 
Theodore Bernardi offered a design, an Italian Renaissance
styled villa, as Griggs remembered, which did not please. 

In Bemardi's office Griggs was rummaging through some 
architectural magazines when "all of a sudden" he saw a pho
tograph of a house that he "liked." It was the Goetsch-
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Winkler house at Okemos, Michigan, completed in 1939 and 
often published since. Bernardi told him it was by Wright 
and, well, why not contact him? Leaving the office, so his 
story goes, and while riding the down elevator, Griggs de
cided to telephone immediately; he called from a lobby 
phone booth. The conversation went something like this: 

"Helloooo .... " Griggs identified himself and asked to 
speak with Wright. "Hold the wire please, I'll see if he can 
talk to you." Fifteen minutes later the same voice said, 
"Wright speaking." Griggs went along with the ruse, told his 
story of failing to find an architect to provide a proper design, 
and mentioned what happened at Wurster's office. With this 
there was a pause, then, "Well, you just went from bad to 
Wurster, didn't you?" 

As a follow-up, on November 21, 1945, Griggs wrote 
Wright repeating his plans, saying in part that he preferred 
walls of concrete block and cedar siding. After a number of 
telegrams and notes of arrangement, Griggs finally made con
necting flights to Phoenix in March 1946. One of Wright's 
staff picked him up for the car trip northeast of Scottsdale to 
the pediment on which Wright's manor, Taliesin West, 
spread across a desert landscape. 

Daily rituals at Taliesin intrigued Griggs, as did some 
of the more serious banter. He was to recall not only pre-

breakfast Bach chorales, as he put it, but over lunch verbal 
attacks by Wright, an outspoken passivist, and his acolytes 
about the unwarranted "American invasion ofJapan." Griggs 
was still in uniform. 

At any rate, Griggs made his needs known: a single sloping 
roof with its back to the cold, rainy northwesterly winds; 
morning sunshine in rooms; views of Chambers Creek from 
all rooms; a formal dining area; concrete block walls, cedar 
siding (lx18 inches), a car bridge and a swimming pool. And 
they wanted to begin construction in two months. 

Political differences were put aside. "You know, I'm 
going to design a house for you because I don't have 
any houses in Washington state," said the vener
able artist, adding, "This house isn't for you. It's to 

teach those architects up there how to make a house!" Griggs 
recalled the moment: "He was so arrogant you couldn't be
lieve it! But there was a little touch of humor in it." 

It is noteworthy that Griggs did not approach Wright out 
of a shared philosophy or some other intellectual premise or 
high purpose. In some circles Wright promoted not only 
pacifism with a strong anarchic bent but a vaguely defined 
communalism, imprecisely linked to decentralization of gov
ernment, where villages would abound, all self-controlled by 

Frank Lloyd Wright's plan of the Qriggs 
"country home," drawn in 1946. 
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self contentment. Indeed, such ideas were antithetical to 
Griggs's family traditions. It would appear that Griggs liked at 
least one of Wright's houses and wanted one similar to it, no 
more than that. 

On the other hand, during the five days he spent observ
ing Taliesin's communal life ( with the Wrights at high table, 
of course) and the architect's nodding entourage, Griggs may 
have found sympathy for some philosophic aspects, or didn't 
care one way or another. His retrospective comments suggest 
the latter. 

In any event, with but a few other small commissions, 
Wright was able to complete preliminary architectural plans 
by mid-April. Armed with questions, Griggs made a quick 
return visit to Taliesin late that month. Satisfied, he paid 
Wright the full preliminary drawing fee of $300 on May 8. 
With that, their mutual legal obligations ended. 

When Griggs commenc~d building the house it was on 
the basis of the preliminary, very incomplete plans. He per
sisted in asking Wright via mail a series of detailed questions 
throughout most of 1946. Replies were understandably diffi
cult to obtain simply because there was no contract nor any 
construction specifications. 

W hen construction began, Griggs acted as 
contractor, subbing various trades. The 
footings were complete in July 1946. But 
Griggs balked at the cost of building the 

natural stone walls as Wright had suggested. Then came the 
predictable rains; construction halted. On site were footings, 
foundations, and seemingly endless yards of pipe for under
slab heating. Griggs persisted with questions and informed 
Wright of decisions made. But Griggs dithered; for the exte
rior he wanted log slabs, then half-rounds with the bark ex
posed, then lx12 cedar, then peeled poles. Soon both parties 
became silent. 

After more than a year, in March 1948, not having heard 
from Griggs and still in need of work, Wright asked about 
"the status" of the house. The reply was that the $40,000 

ABOVE: Exterior perspective of Wright's proposal 
showing a stepped sloping roof with a carport at left. 

OPPOSITE: This 1950s view shows the gallery 
decorated for Christmas. The dining area is around 

the comer to the right of the fireplace. Note the exposed 
wood trusses. Interior wall paneling throughout the 

house was selected by the Qriggses. 

house as requested had blown out to an estimated $75,000. 
There was no mention that construction had halted. 

Silence continued. 
It was not until January 1953 that Chauncey and Johanna 

resumed building the house. Chauncey had been "selling so 
much cedar wood to the Japanese," he told Wright, that he 
felt "rich enough to think of building again!" He was eager 
and offered some new ideas for changes to the plans. Wright 
cagily suggested another personal visit to Taliesin West, no 
doubt with a view to initiating a contract for working docu
ments. Griggs did not take the bait. 

However, Griggs's ideas for design changes were offered 
after the fact of their implementation. Since no contract 
existed, the lumberman had contacted local architect Alan 
Liddle after having seen one of Liddle's houses portrayed on 
the cover of the February 1953 Sunset magazine. He asked 
Liddle for advice vis-a-vis construction costs. The stone walls 
were the crux-if 8x8x16-inch concrete block were substi
tuted, there would be a savings of about $19,000. 

Griggs decided in favor of this return to his original speci
fication of block and cedar walls, but only after he and Liddle 
had visited the Wright-designed Ray Brandes house in 
Issaquah, Washington, constructed of coral-tinted block and 
naturally tinted timber. Brandes was a contractor and the two 
men talked offhandedly about Brandes building the Griggs 
house. In November 1955 Griggs mentioned the change of 
materials to Wright who thought it was okay, adding that 
Griggs had been "very patient." 

Construction documents were prepared and some subtle 
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changes made, much as they would have been done by 
Wright had he been asked to proceed. In all instances Liddle 
carefully and sensitively followed Wright's concept, prelimi
nary plan, and the odd roughed-out detail. Exterior walls not 
of block were finally sheathed with 12-inch beveled cedar 
siding that on the end walls ran parallel with the roof slope. 

Liddle had just entered private practice in 1953 in the 
Lakewood and Tacoma areas. In the years to follow he re
ceived many design awards, taught design at his alma mater, 
the University of Washington, and was instrumental in es
tablishing the practicalities of historic preservation in the 
south Puget Sound area. When he obtained the Griggs com
mission he was barely out of architectural school and gradu
ate study at Eidgenoissche Technishe Hochschule in Zurich 
where he had studied under the eminent art historian 
Siegfried Giedion. Liddle's one and only personal contact 
with Wright had been in 1951 when Wright was in central 
Europe to lecture and open an exhibition of his work then 
mounted in Zurich. Liddle tells the story like this: 

Wright was scheduled to give a lecture to students of the 
hochschule. He entered, cape flowing, walked to the podium, 
surveyed the inflated 19th-century Romanesque revival inte
rior of the lecture theater for some moments and, with a 
sweeping gesture said: "Everything I believe about architec
ture is contradicted by this room." The octogenarian archi
tect turned and walked out. School professors hastily fol
lowed, reminding him of a promise to present a lecture. After 
some persuasion Wright agreed and returned to the podium 
where he informally answered a few questions. It was a type of 
teasing typical of Wright. 

While in Europe Liddle had come to appreciate modern 
Finnish architecture. He loved their application of materials 
in a natural manner, of houses created with intimacy yet 
casual openness and an effortless relation to site. These were 
the characteristics Wright had embraced early in his career 
and, for the most part, carried forth. So it is not surprising 
that Liddle faithfully followed the master's design. 

T he Griggses moved into their new house around 
Christmas 1954, nine years after Chauncey had 
first contacted Wright. Their house is unique 
within Wright's oeuvre. Basically the plan is 

typical in that the central position of the kitchen acts as a 
fulcrum to overlook the dining space and lounge which face 
the creek. There the typicality ends. 

Wright seldom used a completely L-shaped plan. (In this 
instance it has no resemblance to the compact Goetsch
Winkler house that Chauncey had so admired and, it should 
be noted, was the basis for the Brandes house in Issaquah.) 
The kitchen position allows supervision of a children's play 
space or large "gallery," which is not typical, nor are the 15-
foot-high glass walls in the gallery and lounge. More usually 
the kitchen/dining/lounge spaces had a more direct and 
intimate relationship. Eventually the gallery displayed a 
few landscape paintings. Placing bedrooms, including the 

so-called "sanctum," in line off a gallery is also uncharacteris
tic but met the Griggses' program. 

Perspective drawings indicate how Griggs's lumber may 
have been used. In all instances it was to be applied in ways 
atypical of Wright's career. Eighteen-inch-wide vertical ce
dar slabs were indicated in one drawing. Narrow half-round 
pealed logs for a continuous roof, as Griggs had requested, 
were shown on a couple of drawings. In the end a stepped roof 
was built much as shown in Wright's preliminary sectional 
drawing. At one time lx12-inch beveled cedar siding was to 
continue under exposed roof overhangs: most peculiar. As 
built, the roof is covered with cedar shingles (added later over 
roll asphalt), with cedar siding laid parallel to the roof line. 
Wright's drawings of the proposed exterior therefore showed 
characteristics that were unconventional of his work. 

On one preliminary perspective drawing Wright wrote 
that the design was of a "Northern Timber House." Perhaps 
he wished to suggest a regional response, but the roof shape 
and use of native wood and stone was Griggs's idea. So 
Wright did not unilaterally respond to the geographic and 
social region as a matter of architectural or more general 
social or political philosophies. Rather, he met the lumber 
merchant's specific requests relevant to siting, plan arrange
ment, building materials and overall appearance. This is not 
to infer that the Griggses in a sense designed the house. On 
the contrary, they supplied a clear program that in reply 
required artistic and technological expertise. 

Liddle's resolution looks very much like Wright's original 
drawings. It needs to be mentioned that Liddle's own designs 
for other clients are somewhat different from those offered by 
Wright. The Griggses were fortunate in finding a second 
architect of such sensitivity, one willing to modestly sub
merge his own design attitudes. Of the house as finished, 
Wright, who knew ofLiddle's role, has said that it "turned out 
to be one of my best children and, like all fine children, it is 
somewhat illegitimate." 

The correct attribution for the Griggs house is Wright and 
Liddle, architects. 

Donald Leslie Johnson is adjunct associate professor of architectural 
history at the University of South Australia. He has published books 
and articles about American and Australian architecture and Frank 
Lloyd Wright. As an outgrowth of a series of articles, he is currently 
working on a book about Wright and the development of modernism in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE 
I would like to acknowledge the assistance and cooperation of Al.an 
Liddle and Tom Rickard; Milton Stricker in Seattle; Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Cullen in Iss04uah; Mr. and Mrs. William Tracy at Normandy 
Park; Betty Wagner, librarian at the College of Architecture and 
Urban Planning at the University of Washington; staff at the Tacoma 
Public Library; Bruce Brooks Pfeiffer and Indira Bemdtson at the 
Frank Lloyd Wright Archives near Scottsdale , Arizona; and staff of 
the Getty Center for the History of Art in Santa Monica, California. 
Correspondence and drawings were viewed at the Wright Archives. 
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NOTICES 

Announcing the 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
HISTORY CONFERENCE 

in conjunction with the 
Northwest Oral History Association's 

Annual Meeting 

April 24-26, 1997 

"AFTER 50 YEARS" 
Taking Stock of 

Pacific Northwest History 

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST History Confer
ence was first held in Tacoma in 194 7. After 
50 years, the conference returns to its place of 
origin to take stock of past accomplishments 
in the field of Pacific Northwest History and 
the prospects for the future. 

For more information about the Pacific 
Northwest History Conference, contact con
ference coordinator Garry Schalliol at 206/ 
798-5879. A conference flyer will be sent out 
to WSHS members in early 1997. 

The Washington State Historical Society 
is permanent sponsor of this event. 

MEMBERS ARE INVITED to recycle their old 
COLUMBIA magazines for redistribution to 
Washington schools and libraries. The maga
zines you return to WSHS will be made avail
able to schools and libraries free of charge, 
except for nominal shipping costs. We will 
accept donations of any back issues in good 
condition, but especially valued are earlier 
issues, 1987 through 1991. If you would like to 
participate in this program, please contact the 
COLUMBIA office at 206/798-5918 or send 
your back issues to COLUMBIA, WSHS Re
search Center, 315 North Stadium Way, 
Tacoma, Washington 98403. 

TO OUR READERS 
CALLS AND correspondence regarding Colum
bia's contents should be directed to the Columbia 
editorial office at the WSHS Research Center, 
315NorthStadium Way, Tacoma, Washington 
98403, 206/798-5918 (fax 206/597-4186). 
Membership inquiries and address changes 
should go to the WSHS Membership Office, 
now at the Washington State History Museum, 
1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, Washington 
98402, 206/798-5902 (fax 206/272-9518). 

Additional Reading 
Interested in learning more about the topics 
covered in this issue? The sources listed here 
will get you started. 

Trade and Change on the Columbia Plateau 
"Indian Trade in the Trans-Mississippi West to 1870," by William R. Swagerty. In 

Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 4: History of Indian-White Relations, ed. 
Wilcomb Washburn. Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988. 

Sacred Encounters: Father De Smet and the Indians of the Rocky Mountain West. Jacqueline 
Peterson with Laura Peers. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1993. 

The USS Olympia 
Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships, Vol. 5, Navy Historical Center Ships History 

Branch, Washington, D.C., 1981. 
Olympian Legacy, by Commander John Alden (USN retired), in U.S. Naval Institute 

Proceedings, 1976. 

Slow Boats and Fast Water 
Cowlitz Corridor, by John McClelland, Jr. Longview: Longview Publishing Co., 1953. 
Stemwheelers Up Columbia, by Randall V. Mills. Palo Alto, Calif.: Pacific Books, 1947. 
Lewis and Dryden's Marine History of the Pacific Northwest, by E.W. Wright. Seattle: 

Superior Publishing, 1967 (reprint of 1895 edition). 

Fay Fuller 
Island in the Sky: Pioneering Accounts of Mount Rainier, 183 3-1894, ed. by Paul Schullery. 

Seattle: The Mountaineers, 1987. 
Mountain Fever: Historical Conquests of Rainier, by Aubrey L. Haines. Portland: Oregon 

Historical Society, 1962. 
Grater's Guide to Mount Rainier National Park, by Russell K. Grater. Portland: Binfords 

& Mort, 1949. 
The Story of Mount Rainier National Park, by C. Frank Brockman. Mount Rainier Natural 

History Association, 1940. 

Outsiders in "the Land of the Free" 
The Hood River Issei: An Oral History of Japanese Settlers in Oregon's Hood River Valley, 

by Linda Tamura. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993. 
"Anti-Chinese Violence in the American West, 1850-1910," by John R. Wunder, 

pp. 212-35 in J. McLaren et al., Law for the Elephant, Law for the Beaver. Pasadena, 
Calif.: Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society, 1992. 

"Blacks and Asians in a White City: Japanese Americans and African Americans in 
Seattle, 1890-1940," by Quintard Taylor. Western Historical Quarterly 22 (1991). 

"One of My Best Children" 
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Contribution to Wenatchee's Riverfront Park," by Donald Leslie 

Johnson. Confiuence 3 (Summer 1986). 
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Architectural Projects in the Bitterroot Valley, 1909-1910," by 

Donald Leslie Johnson. Montana 37 (Summer 1987). 
"Frank Lloyd Wright in the Northwest. The Show, 1931," by Donald Leslie Johnson. 

Pacific Northwest Quarterly 78 (July 1987). 
"Frank Lloyd Wright's Design for the Capital} ournal, Salem, Oregon ( 193 2)," by Donald 

Leslie Johnson. Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 55 (March 1996). 
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Edited by Robert C. Carriker 

foRGOITEN 
TRAIL 

Historical Sources 
of the Colmnbia's 
Big Bend Country 

by 
Ron Anglin 

Forgotten Trail 
Historical Sources of the Columbia's 
Big Bend Country 
By Ron Anglin. Edited by Glen W. Lindeman. 
Pullman: Washington State University Press, 
1995. 256 pp. $19.95 paper. 

Reviewed by Aleta Zak. 

Forgotten Trail is an ambitious compilation of mostly primary 
sources and personal accounts about the various attempts to 
navigate, explore and establish commercial activities in the 

region immediately east of the Columbia River during the 19th 
century. It provides a fascinating glimpse into the beautiful but 
sometimes harsh environment early travelers encountered as they 
ventured onto the Columbia Plateau. 

The author, trained as a naturalist with the U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service, has chosen many accounts that illustrate the rather 
daunting physical landscape that spread before explorers. Early fur 
trade company representatives, for example, note the desolation of 
seemingly endless miles of sagebrush, sand and massive basalt towers 
that they encountered in the mid-Columbia. The basin's earliest 
inhabitants, the Native Americans, were well-adapted to the chal
lenges of life in the Columbia Basin. Alexander Ross, a clerk with 
the Pacific Fur Company, relates in an 1811 diary entry how he 
observed four Walla Walla Indians north of present-day Pasco who 
caught, cooked and ate a breakfast of fish before fur traders could 
even get their water to boil. Other accounts tell of friendly relations 
between whites and native people during the first half of the 19th 
century. But by the mid 1850s tensions between the two heightened 
as a result of increasing numbers of settlers streaming into the region 
in search of gold and grazing land. Anglin covers these transitional 
years well, usually including political and military background to 
give proper context to his story. 

The book concludes with two highly revealing narratives. The 
first is a candid and colorful report of a Wilson Creek newspaper
man's ride with "The Last Grand Roundup," an end-of-the-frontier 
event in 1906 that drew nationwide attention. A rancher named Al 
Soper concocted a plan to round up several thousand wild horses 
and ship them to North Dakota and Montana for sale to livestock 
dealers. A. A. McIntyre followed the "buckayros" for a week as they 
roped and herded the animals out of the Saddle Mountains and the 
Frenchman Hills; his story is one of cowboys pursuing a fading 
lifestyle in the West. 

The last chapter is a previously unpublished account of an excur
sion with Billy Curlew (Kul-Kuloo), a chief of the Moses band of the 
Confederated Tribes of Colville Indians. Curlew toured his home
land with Colville Reservation forest supervisor Harold Weaver in 
1946 to record the chief's memories of life with the Sinkiuse tribe. 
He gave information about the customs and practices of his people 
under Chief Moses, pointing out numerous sites they had occupied, 
some of which were subsequently flooded by the Columbia Basin 

Project. This narrative is of great historical importance as one of the 
few primary sources on a major mid-Columbia tribe. 

With 22 maps, 21 historic and contemporary photographs and 
additional drawings to supplement the text, this volume will un
doubtedly become an important reference work for historians and 
residents of Washington. 

Aleta Zak is the education coordinator for the Adam East Museum & Art 
Center in Moses Lake. 

SHAPING 
SPOKANE 

Jay P. Graves and 
His Times 

by John Fahey 

Shaping Spokane 
Jay P. Graves and His Times 
By John Fahey. Seattle: University of 
Washington Press, 1995. 168 pp. $25 paper. 

Reviewed by David Kingma. 

I n this aptly titled book readers interested in the urban develop
ment of the American West will find a concise, useful addition 
to a growing bibliography of similar case studies. John Fahey's 

Shaping Spokane is local history at its best-thoroughly researched 
and annotated, thoughtfully written and illustrated, and adequately 
indexed. Fahey's interest in the history of capital development in 
the Inland Empire is apparent from the first few paragraphs, and he 
relates this aspect richly nuanced, as one fully comfortable with its 
idioms and strategies. He clearly writes as a resident, too; events are 
not abstracted from geography, but consistently connected to famil
iar landscapes and landmarks. And though he features the endeav
ors of Jay P. Graves, other prominent citizens also receive enough 
attention for an engaging, well-rounded story. 

The Panic of 1893 marked the beginning of Graves's rise to 
wealth and prominence. Not yet large enough to be overextended, 
neither did his enterprise lose big; instead he "drifted into mining" 
to compensate for slumping real estate values. The Boundary, Brit
ish Columbia, mines he promoted turned up winners, afforded him 
a modest capital base, honed his management skills, established his 
local entrepreneurial reputation and, most importantly, provided 
an introduction to major players like James J. Hill. The depression 
was also a social leveler, speeding entry for risers like Graves into 
positions of civic prominence. Like others, Jay Graves purchased 
tracts of potentially valuable real estate while they were still cheap; 
unlike others, he owned a streetcar company to secure the property's 
development and avidly engaged landscape architects to sculpt its 
appearance. In great measure Spokane's South Hill is his legacy
graceful, curvilinear boulevards, spacious parks, stately homes on 
generous lots, and magnificent verdure. 

The year 1910 marked an end to Spokane's early building boom 
and the beginning of Graves's "changing fortunes." Streetcar com
panies could no longer direct local development in the age of auto
mobiles, his regional rail lines failed to profit, and repeat perfor
mances in mining were not to be. His 700-acre model farm, 
"Waikiki," on the Little Spokane River, gradually proved too ex
pensive to maintain, and Graves spent his waning years in a com
parative modesty. 

Readers interested in biography or regional historiography may 
find this book frustrating. Fahey's contention that Graves sponsored 
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the relocation of Whitworth College as a means to market his 
properties is weakened by the fact that we learn almost nothing of 
his personal life, let alone whether or not he was a dedicated Pres
byterian. Also, his tantalizing references to the relationship be
tween Graves and Hill are not consolidated into a focused picture of 
how eastern power brokers and local mid-level entrepreneurs mutu
ally shaped western urban development, and why they needed each 
other to do it. 

David Kingma is archivist for the Jesuit Archives of the Oregon Providence of 
the Society of Jesus at Gonzaga University. 

PEoPLEof 
THE DALLES 
The Indians of 

Wascopam 
Musion 

by Robert Boyd 

CELIWTALES 
WASCO 
MYTHS, 
Legends, 

Tales of Magic and 
the Manielous 

by Donald M. Hines 

People of The Dalles 
The Indians of Wascopam Mission 
By Robert Boyd. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 
Press, 1996. 396 pp. $50 cloth. 

Celilo Tales Wasco Myths 
Legends, Tales of Magic and the 
Marvelous 
By Donald M. Hines. Issaquah, Washington: 
Great Eagle Publishing, Inc., 1996. 265 pp. 
$21.95 paper. 

Reviewed by Robert H. Ruby. 

This summer has seen the appearance of two publications 
on Indians of The Dalles of the Columbia River, until now 
a subject largely overlooked for book-length treatment. The 

primary incident bringing to fruition Robert Boyd's Peopl.e of The 
Dall.es was his unexpected but fortunate 1977 discovery of previ
ously overlooked writings from the pen of Methodist missionary 
Henry Perkins whose papers, fragile from age, had been left uncared 
for in a box in the basement archives of Tacoma's University of 
Puget Sound. Boyd recognized the papers as a gold mine of ethno
history on The Dalles natives. Having yet to attain his doctorate in 
anthropology, he immediately knew what he wished to do with the 
information but postponed work on the papers until the time was 
right for him. The wait was well worth it, for from this material Boyd 
has crafted an excellent treatment of the Perkins ethnohistory. 

Combining the Perkins material with ethnohistorical reports of 
other missionaries, as well as with ethnographic data of anthropolo
gists, Boyd reconstructs an account of The Dalles Indian culture in 
the first half of the 19th century. He writes of its rituals and 
ceremonials, its spirituality, its relationships within family and vil
lage, peregrinations of its peoples, and their daily lives. Boyd also 
discusses cultural progression resulting from Euro-American influ
ences during a period of accelerating change. 

Boyd's People of The Dall.es points up the importance and validity 
of early missionary reports. He puts great emphasis on Perkins's 
candid observations of Indian culture and admits that missionary 
writings fill holes where anthropologists' studies are not clear or lack 
detail. Boyd writes: 

To this writer's knowl.edge, Perkins's descriptions of naming and 
earboring rites among Dalles-area Indians are the only ones from the 
nineteenth century . ... Perkins is the only one [missionary or an
thropologist] who mentions the tool, a bone needl.e [for boring ears and 
nasal septums]. The W ascopam Mission papers preserve what is 
undoubtedly the most complete description of the Winter Ceremo
nies-the major religious events---of The Dall.es area Indians .... 
Perkins' s account [of guardian-spirit belief} is one of the best in the 
ethnohistorical literature. 

Since Boyd's book is not the story of the Wascopam Mission and 
its missionaries as such, it will suffice to note that in Perkins's papers 
and writings appear in extensive appendices along with Oregon 
mission manuscript sources and their locations. There are also bio
graphical sketches of Euro-Americans, mostly missionaries, as well 
as those of prominent Indian leaders. The scant notes in the book 
are compensated for by extensive references as well as an index and 
engaging illustrations and maps. 

Upper Chinookan-speaking Wascos and Wishrams and 
Sahaptian-speaking Tenino Celilo neighbors ( whose descendants 
live on the Warm Springs and Yakama reservations) have hitherto 
escaped the pens of historians and anthropologists who previously 
wrote more about Plains and Plateau tribesmen. That should 
change now that the subject of other Indians, in this case those of 
the lower Columbia River, has captured the attention of not only 
Boyd but of Donald M. Hines. Celilo Tai.es comes naturally for 
Hines, having received his doctorate in Folklore and American 
Studies at Indiana University, Bloomington. Furthermore, he has a 
resume of about ten published books dealing with Pacific North
western tribal folklore. 

Besides the 4 7 stories in this book, gleaned from three infor
mants, there are guides for students of folklore and notes citing 
comparative versions of similar stories of the region's tribal lore. 
There are also biographical sketches of the three informants, back
ground information to the narratives, an index of motivations be
hind the behavior of protagonists and antagonists, selected readings 
and a bibliography. The few illustrations, however, have little spe
cific relation to the stories. Were they provided for interest, such 
was unnecessary since the stories have merit in themselves. The 
additional information Hines provides will benefit scholars of folk
lore yet not distract those interested only in a pleasurable and 
entertaining read. 

Granted, Boyd's book is an academically professional presenta
tion; yet, it is a facile and interesting work for general readers of 
Indian literature. Readers of popular works will not be overwhelmed 
by the sophistication of either book. Both should please ethnicists 
in institutions of learning while minimizing neither the knowledge 
nor the pleasure of the reading public. 

Robert H. Ruby is a Moses Lake physician and author of numerous works on 
Native American history. 

Address all review copies & related communications to: 

ROBERT C. CARRIKER, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, 
GONZAGA UNIVERSITY, SPOKANE, WA 99258. 
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THE 

WASHINGTON 

STATE 

HISTORY 

MUSEUM 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Available 
now from the 
Washington 
State 
Historical 
Society 

IN THE PRESENCE OF 

THE PAST commemo
rates the long-awaited 
opening of the new 
Washington State 
History Museum. 
Author Stephen Most 
explores the drama of 
Northwest history and 
the making of this 
new museum which 
forges the future while 
demonstrating our 
powerful link to 
the past. 

Opened in August 
1996 by the Society, 
the new museum 
brings history to life 
through multimedia 
presentations, inter
active exhibits, walk

through dioramas and oral histories about life in 
the Evergreen State. Nearly 100 illustrations, 
including 75 color photographs by Geff Hinds, 
complement this 72-page softcover 
commemorative edition. 

Available from The Museum Store for $19.95 plus 
tax and shipping. Call 206/798-5880. 
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