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FROM THE EDITOR 

WITH YOUR PERMISSION, dear readers, I would like to break away from the 
customary introduction of articles that you normally see in this space 
and share a moment of personal and professional introspection. This 

column is the most visible and far,reaching forum at my disposal as director of the 
Washington State Historical Society, and I appreciate the indulgence as you com, 
mence your reading of this Summer 2001 issue. 

On May 13th of this year I received an honorary doctorate from Gonzaga 
University. This was both a satisfying and humbling occasion. I immediately recog, 
nized that this was as much, if not more, a credit to the Society than it was to me 
personally because it is truly the work of the Society that was contained in the 
honorific citation. 

Indeed, I was struck with a minor epiphany as I heard the language read at 
commencement, that the particulars of the commendatory language within the 
general framework of the Society's contributions to public historical understanding 
and appreciation were all the visions of other people. I refer to this very publication 
itself, COLUMBIA, which was brought to life by a former Society president, John 
McClelland. Next cited was the new history museum, which was the brainchild of 
the Pierce County legislative delegation, most notably at the time, Dan Grimm. 
Lastly, mention was made of the History Lab, the Society's contribution to innova, 
tive and long distance interactive historical education, which opens this month, a 
concept and exhibition first conceived and guided ever since by a member of the 
Society's staff, Stephanie Lile. And even in their continuance it must be pointed 
out th.at the magazine, the museum, and eventually the lab, have been and will be 
sustained by the goodwill and best efforts of you, our members and supporters, and 
my fellows in employment at the Society. 

The meaning I took from this moment of clarity was that I was being recognized 
personally for what the Society does institutionally, and that struck me as entirely 
fitting. In short, I had become a steward of the dreams of others, much as the 
Society serves as the steward of Washington's posterity in all its forms. Leadership 
has its place and nearly every institution in our culture tells us how important it is, 
but it could be that stewardship is a more rewarding endeavor and in the end more 
enduring than the transitory glories of accomplishment: stewardship of things, 
facilities, money and most importantly of all, relationships. 

-David L. Nicandri, Executive Editor 
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HISTORY 
COMMENTARY 

Man the Lookouts! 

By Richard J. Johnson 

W orld War II came to 
the north central 
Washington commu

nity of Tonasket as it did to the 
rest of the country-a shocking 
surprise. The rumors began early 
Sunday morning, December 7, 
1941. I was 18, and my older 
brother and I had been taught by 
our father, a World War I veteran, that when duty called 
there was nothing to do but answer it. In January 194 2 a navy 
recruiter set up shop in the local post office. My brother and 
I lined up to go through the preliminary enlistment process. 
He passed, I didn't. I was rejected because I had one eye far 
below the vision standard required by a peacetime regulation 
that had not yet been amended to fill wartime requirements. 

The devastating effect of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor had created an expectation of possible follow-up ac
tion, particularly along the West Coast. Perhaps the most 
prevalent fear, particularly in the Northwest, was of fire 
bombing raids on the vast forests of that region, with the 
consequential disruption of efforts toward prosecuting the 
war elsewhere. 

The United States Forest Service, in pursuing its responsi
bility for fire control in the National Forests, had constructed 
fire lookout stations on many of the western mountain peaks. 
Some of these stations were mere huts, with windows all the 
way around, anchored to the bald, rocky knob of a 
mountaintop. Others required that the huts be set on towers of 
varying heights to permit adequate visual coverage of their 
assigned territory. These fire lookout stations were normally 
utilized during the summer months while the fire danger from 
nature and careless humans was high. The federal government 
decided to utilize these lookout stations as aircraft observation 
posts and place personnel on them as soon as possible. The 
Forest Service soon advertised for people to fill these positions. 

Since I was unacceptable to the navy-my first choice 
among the military branches-and out of work, this seemed 

an opportunity to serve my country and become gainfully 
employed at the same time. I applied, filled out some forms, 
was interviewed briefly, then fingerprinted. Suddenly I was 
an employee of the United States Forest Service. 

Because round-the-clock vigilance was required on the 
lookouts, two people were needed for each assignment. My 
partner was another 18-year-old with whom I had been ac
quainted all my life. We were assigned to T unk Mountain 
because of our familiarity with the region. Both of us had 
moved cattle on and off Forest Service ranges several times 
while riding for one of the ranches in a valley at the base of 
the mountain. 

The first order of business was to learn the finer points of 
Japanese aircraft identification and how to convey informa
tion about a sighting to the proper authorities. All of us 
fledgling mountain lookout aircraft observers were trans
ported about 45 miles to the mountain village of Republic, 
Washington, where our "intensive training" involved about 
half a day of looking at silhouette pictures of Japanese air
craft, memorizing a phone number to call in case of a sight
ing, and practicing, one phone call per team, making the 
critical call. 

We were given a few days to purchase supplies and get our 
outfit together. Though my partner and I both lacked experi
ence in equipping ourselves for what was certain to be at least 
a couple of months of isolation, we apparently did an ad
equate job since we experienced no memorable lack of essen
tials during our stay on the mountain. 

By early to mid March 194 2, all was in readiness for the big 
move to Tunk Mountain Lookout. It was still winter in the 
Okanogan Valley, but there were increasing signs of ap
proaching spring at that relatively low elevation. We loaded 
our supplies into a Forest Service pickup at Tonasket and 
drove south through the little village of Riverside on the west 
bank of the Okanogan River, which we crossed heading east. 
A few miles of rather rigorous climbing on what, for that 
time, was considered a fairly good country road brought us to 
the lower end ofTunk Valley, which is crowned at its upper 
northeast end by 6,000-foot T unk Mountain. 

As we drove up through the valley we encountered more 
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and more evidence that win
ter was by no means over in 
the higher elevations. The 
pickup plowed its way 
through increasingly stub
born drifts and occasionally 
slithered back and forth on 
the narrowing farm road that 
eventually brought us to Fritz 
Ranch, situated at the base of 
our mountain goal. 

Arrangements had been 
made for packhorses to trans
port our supplies from the 
ranch headquarters to a point 
that would be determined by 
how far the horses could 
make their way through the 
ever-deepening snow. This 
proved to be a disappoint
ingly short distance. The task 
of continuing seemed formi
dable indeed! We were on 
snowshoes, but the extent of 
our experience consisted of 
shuffling the short distance 
between the Fritz Ranch 
headquarters and the place 
we unloaded the packhorses. Our supplies, which had before 
seemed meager enough, now looked like a small mountain 
nestled in the snow as we contemplated packing them up to 
the lookout tower at the very top of the mountain. 

The rancher and our Forest Service driver helped us load 
our packs with as much as we thought we could carry up that 
two-and-a-half or three miles and 2,500- to 3,000-foot in
crease in elevation. When they departed, we were left with 
the feeling of being the only two people in a world of moun
tain, trees and snow. 

We struggled up the mountain, learning to snowshoe as 
we went. The snow became deeper and the mountain steeper 
as we struggled on. Even though we were snowshoe novices, 
the snow depth was of no particular concern-six feet being 
no more difficult to traverse than one-but coupled with the 
steepness of the mountain, our task was a daunting one. We 
were a weary pair when we finally arrived at the lookout 
tower as darkness was settling. 

The tower stood 45 feet high, constructed entirely of 
wood, with a heavy pole at each of the four comers as 
its main supports. There were four cable wires to help 

hold it steady and prevent a catastrophic wreck during one of 
the frequent winter gales. A stairway zigged and zagged from 
leg to leg of the tower supports, providing access to the obser-

/ 
/ 

/ 

A new tower under construction 
-Tunk Mountain Lookout in 
the Okanogan National Forest, 
1966. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: During the 
summer of 1942, Richard J. 
Johnson, at age 18, manned the 
Tunk Mountain Lookout as a 
Japanese aircraft spotter for the 
United States Forest Service. 

vation and living quarters. 
The furnishings inside the 
living quarters consisted of a 
wood-burning stove, for both 
warmth and cooking, a table 
and two chairs, a cot for 
sleeping, and equipment for 
locating fires. The lone cot 
was adequate, as one of us 
would always be on duty in 
our capacity as aircraft ob
servers and guardians of the 
Northwest forests. 

Several trips up those 
steep stairs and through that 
trapdoor resulted in our be
ing sufficiently moved in and 
supplied for our immediate 
needs. We prepared and ea

gerly consumed a simple but adequate supper. The wind was 
blowing a gale, howling around our new home as we had 
never heard wind howl before. And our little stilted cabin 
shuddered, shook, and rattled in a way very disconcerting to 
novice lookouts. 

Storms had downed many of the lodgepole pine poles that 
carried the telephone line up through the timber, and trees 
had fallen across the wire in many places. We were not on 
duty until we had regained contact with the outside world, 
which meant that this was the only time we would both be 
able to enjoy the luxury of a night's sleep. It had been a long, 
hard day and we retired early, one on the cot and one on the 
floor. The unfamiliar noises and motions prevented immedi
ate repose, but soon, thanks to the adaptability of youth, we 
were asleep. I don't know how long this slumber lasted, but 
we both were abruptly awakened by a loud noise that we 
imagined must be the parting of one or more of the cables as 
a result of the gale that continued outside. We expected at 
any moment to find ourselves slammed to the ground. 

The noise of the wind and the shaking of the tower con
tinued, but the imagined disaster did not occur. We cau
tiously surveyed the situation and, finding nothing out of the 
ordinary within the range of our observation, carefully 
opened the door and found that all was well outside. There 
was no question that something out of the ordinary had 
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occurred. We had both heard a very loud sound and there 
had to be some explanation for it. At last it dawned on us 
that we had neglected to drop the trapdoor to its closed 
position and the force of the wind and the resulting shaking 
of the tower had rattled it loose from the latch that held it 
open. The terrifying sound we had heard was the trapdoor 
slamming closed. With this solution to the mystery we re, 
turned to our beds and finished an uneasy night. 

0 ur first order of business was to restore the telephone 
line to operation. Long before the day was done we 
were envious of some of our fellow lookouts who 

already had radio communication. We followed the tele, 
phone line through the lodgepole pine thickets, reattaching 
the insulators and chopping 
through downed trees as we 
went, until after several miles 
we reached Aeneas Valley 
where scattered ranches en, 
sured year,round maintenance 
of the line. 

Having repaired the line as 
we came down the mountain, 
we had only to get ourselves 
back to the top. It was late after, 
noon and darkness was de, 
scending when we started back. 
It had been a day of hard labor. 
That, coupled with our limited 
experience on snowshoes, re, 
sulted in our being tired before 
we even started the long return 
trip. A bright moon on the pris, 
tine snow made it easy for us to 
follow the trail we had made on 
our journey down · the moun, 
tain. When we arrived back at 
the tower at last, we were as 
tired as either of us had ever 
been. We had not been ex, 
pected to repair the entire line 
in one day, but we took it as a 
personal challenge and were 
very pleased to have completed 
the task so quickly. After a hast, 
ily prepared supper we rolled 
into our beds feeling that nothing could arouse us from that 
night's slumber. 

Next morning our duties as aircraft observers began. We 
alternated shifts of official observation duties with bringing 
the rest of our supplies up the mountain. Dutifully we 
watched and listened during the daylight hours and listened 
attentively through the long nights. Neither sight nor sound 

of aircraft broke the stillness of our wilderness. The greatest 
excitement we had was in sawing and splitting our firewood, 
the daily trip to the spring a mile or so away, and the record, 
ing of weather statistics. 

Occasionally one of us would try our skill at preparing some 
culinary delight, such as biscuits, and I recall once making a 
fairly credible raisin pie. For the most part we subsisted on 
basic and simple fare, as might be expected of two young 
bachelors. I shed several pounds in the process. Our view was 
magn~ficent in all directions, but even that soon lost its allure. 
Plainly speaking, life as an aircraft observer was a bore. De, 
spite great diligence during that spring and early summer, we 
saw no aircraft and heard only three, which were near the 
extreme limit of our hearing. 

With the arrival of the fire 
season, life became slightly more 
interesting. There was the occa, 
sional lightning,caused fire to 
locate and report. Much also can 
be said for the excitement of be, 
ing in a tower on a bare moun, 
tain peak when Mother Nature 
decides to exhibit her splendor 
in the form of a lightning storm 
passing over and all around. 

Even with these spectacular 
diversions, such a sequestered 
life was more than two 18,year, 
olds could bear. When we peti, 
tioned for relief, the supervising 
ranger was sympathetic to our 
plight and began a search for our 
replacements. We were soon re, 
lieved by a middle,aged couple 
more temperamentally suited to 
the boring routine of aircraft ob, 
servation as experienced in 
Okanogan County, Washing, 
ton, in 1942. 

My partner and I labored on 
through the mid,summer period, 
installing telephone lines for the 
Forest Service and enjoying the 
social possibilities presented by 
free evenings and weekends. 
Late that summer we resigned 

from the Forest Service and went on to new and greater 
adventures, he in the army and I in the navy. 

Richard]. Johnson served in the United States Navy during 
World War II, and received his doctorate from Washington 
State University in 1967. He is now professor emeritus of 
animal sciences at WSU. 
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THE 

OF: 

Workl War I Memories of a Young 
Guardsman in Washington's Coast Artillery 

By Floyd Oles 

FLOYD HALL · OLES was born in Sault Sainte Marie, 
Michigan, on May 27, 1896. His father, Ulysses Oles, was 
retired from the Fifth United States Cavalry after being 
partly blinded by alkali dust during the Indian wars. The 
family, including Floyd's brother and two sisters, moved to 
the southern part of Puget Sound, at Glencove on the Key 
Peninsula, when Floyd was about nine years old. There, 
another sister was born. The years in Glencove, before the 
family moved to Tacoma, are recorded in nostalgic detail in 
Floyd's book, Glencove, published in 1986. 

In Tacoma Floyd attended what was then Tacoma ( now 
Stadium) High School. For two summers he went to Alaska 
as a crew member of the Coast and Geodetic Survey vessel 
Equator. 

When World War I began in 1914, Floyd enlisted in the 
Coast Artillery and, after Officer Candidate School, was 
commissioned a second lieutenant. In that capacity he served 
in France in 1918, 1 9. 

Fallowing World War I, during the 19 20s and 19 30s, he 
became manager of several trade associations, married, 
moved to Seattle and had two sons. 

Floyd served, at one time or another, as manager of the 
Northwest Feed Dealers Association, the Northwest Produce 
Shippers Association, and the Washington State Taxpayers 
Association. In the latter capacity he was instrumental in the 
enactment of the property tax limitations amendment. He 
also headed a number of cultural and political groups. 

When the United States entered World War II, Floyd 
went on active duty with the army and attained the rank of 

lieutenant colonel. His principal activity was as the chief 
American officer in postwar Denmark, dealing with the 
disposition of German assets. For his wartime service in 
England, where he was wounded in a bombing attack, he 
received the rare honor of MEE-Member of the British 
Empire. The King of Denmark awarded him the Order of 
the Danebrog. 

After the war he retutned to the Pacific Northwest and 
made his home in Tacoma. For several years he divided his 
time between an import business, politics (he headed the 
19 5 2 Eisenhower campaign in Washington), lobbying Con, 
gress for the Retired Reserve Officers Association, and his 
special joy-rock hunting. He wrote two books about gem 
trails in the United States. He also organized many reunions 
of his old World War I artillery outfit and was indefatigable 
in calling on and helping his old comrades and their widows. 

Floyd served as city manager of Tacoma in a time of 
municipal turmoil and was later honored as Tacoma's "First 
Citizen." He received innumerable other honors arising out 
of his civic and veterans activities, and he was a distinguished 
speaker at many clubs and associations. He corresponded 
extensively with friends who included many major figures in 
public life. 

Floyd Oles died in Tacoma at the age of 99. Among his 
numerous writings, besides the books on Glencove and 
rock hunting, he published a book of poetry, and left some 
memoirs of Alaska and France and other writings and 
memorabilia of a long and active life. What fallows is his 
reminiscence. 
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twas toward the end of October 
1917 that I finally reported to the 
headquarters building of the 
Coast Defenses of Puget Sound at 

Fort Worden, not far outside Port 
Townsend. Those defenses also included 
Fort Flagler on Marrowstone Island and 
Fort Casey, some five or six miles across 
Admiralty Inlet on Whidbey Island. 
That broad inlet, a southwest continua
tion of the Strait of Juan de Puca, sepa, 
rates Whidbey and Fidalgo Islands from 
the Olympic Peninsula at the northwest, 
em tip of the Olympic Peninsula. 

I reported in "civvies," having sold my 
ROTC uniform when I joined the Coast 
Artillery. Aside from some close-order 
drill on the University of Washington 
campus and a few sessions of marching 
around at the Seattle Armory, my mili, 
tary knowledge was limited to what I had 
read in newspapers and magazines. 

I presented myself to the adjutant, 
who was a first lieutenant. I thought he 
welcomed me with remarkable friendli, 
ness, considering what seemed the vast 
difference in our ranks. 

It developed that the Third Corn, 
pany was in Montana, assigned to guard 
copper mines at Butte and the smelter at 
Anaconda. The adjutant asked if I 
would like to join them there. 

"Do I have a choice?" I asked. 
"Yes, you do," responded the lieu, 

Fifth Coast Artillery 
Resertie Comf1cm)' ut 
Battery Kinzie, Fort 
Worden, July 1912. 

tenant. "I'll name off the companies in 
the Coast Defenses, and you may have 
your choice." 

This was indeed a remarkable oppor, 
tunity for a common recruit, so I took 
advantage of it. 

"May I go out and take a look at 
them?" I asked. 

"Go ahead," said the adjutant. 
"Come back and let me know where you 
would like to be assigned." 

On my way down the outside stairs I 
very nearly collided with Sergeant Ralph 
Winsor, an old friend from Tacoma. He 
hailed me like a long-lost brother. 

"What the heck are you up to now?" 
asked Ralph. When I explained my op
portunity to choose a unit, Ralph re, 
sponded immediately: "Your problem is 
solved right now. I want you in the 
Fourth Company, where I'm top ser, 
geant. How about going back inside and 
fixing it up?" 

Nothing could have suited me bet, 
ter than joining a Tacoma company 
with old friends and schoolmates, so we 
marched back into the ad, 
jutant's office and con, 
firmed my assignment. I 
then procured a uniform, 
shipped my "civvies" back 
to Tacoma, and reported for 
duty to Captain Schmalle at 
a tent on the Fort 

Worden hill. There the Fourth Corn, 
pany was quartered in squad tents just 
behind Battery Ash, a 12-inch barbette 
gun emplacement to which we were as, 
signed. First Sergeant Winsor led me up 
to the company's camp, and I reported 
to the headquarters tent where First 
Lieutenant Frederic J. Shaw of Tacoma 
was on duty. He welcomed me warmly 
and assigned me to the Eighth Squad, 
whose corporal was Archie Ohiser. 
Practically all of the Fourth Company 
came from Tacoma or its environs, and I 
knew some of them from Tacoma High 
School (or as friends of my brother Bob 
at Lincoln High). My squad tent in
cluded Corporal Ohiser, Gabe Nordi 
(whose family were tailors in Tacoma), 
"Shorty" Ben Johnson, Charlie Pro
theroe, Dick Smith, Wilfred (Bill) .! 

"' LePenottiere and Ronsos Scordell. ~ 

Ronsos was a Greek boy whose last t 
name appeared on the company roster ~ 
as something like Papadorockis. It ~ 
seems he inserted this word on an entry ~ 
form in the space for "occupation"- i· 
having no job, he had filled in the ~ 
Greek word for "son of a priest." The t
army interpreted it as his family name. i 
Despite all his efforts to correct this er, f 
ror, it became his rnhilitarhy nathme [ 

t roug out e ~ 
war. I can still f:f 
recall the vain $ 
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Junior Second Lieutenant Floyd 
Oles, age 22, in 1919. 

efforts of our commanding officer, 
Colonel C. B. Blethen, to read that 
name off a roster at general inspection. 
After several failures, he said, "Well, I 
give up-are you here?" Poor Ronsos, 
dying of embarrassment, answered 
weakly, "Here, sir," and tried to remain 
inconspicuous. 

The eight inhabitants of my square 
squad tent slept on army cots with our 
few possessions stowed in boxes or bags 
nearby. Our rifles reposed neatly on our 
cots when not being carried, and a few 
agreed oddments were hung from the 
tent pole. Except in storms, the tent flaps 
were rolled up to permit free air circula, 
tion during the day. At the inner end of 
the tent stood a Sibley stove, an army 
standby that required very little wood 
but gave off very little heat. Meanwhile, 
we were rather exposed on that Fort 
Worden hill where soldiers commented 
that winds from the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca were cold enough to freeze certain 
appurtenances off a brass monkey. Still, 
we managed quite well, especially after 
we improved on the Sibley stove. 

The Fourth Company occupied 
roughly a dozen squad tents. Adding the 
officers and Top Sergeant Winsor, who 
occupied separate tents, we must have 
numbered around a hundred. Between 
the company street and the guns stood a 
latrine and a wash house with water taps. 

There were also benches where one 
could scrub clothes and shoes or just wait 
for a turn at the water. The tents stood in 
orderly rows running inland from the gun 
emplacement. Farthest inland was the 
cook tent, presided over by Robert P. 
Kelly. His considerable array of pots and 
pans hung around the tent sides and on 
shelves constructed by our mechanics, 
Hans Henderson and George Hicks. On 
one side of the cook tent, a broad curtain 
could be rolled up to expose the interior. 
Along this opening was a kind of shelf 
from which the cook's helpers (known as 
Kitchen Police or "KPs") would dish food 
into the waiting mess kits of queued-up 
men shuffling by. In bad weather, which 
was not infrequent at Fort Worden, the 
line moved faster as we hastened to get 
our portions and regain the shelter of our 
tents. The food was generally very 
good-at least it was welcomed by hun, 
gry men after a day of drill or hiking
and Bob Kelly was a competent cook. 

attery Ash consisted of two 
huge 12-inch barbette guns, 
trained on the narrow en, 

-t!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ trance to Puget Sound. Imme, 
diately behind them was a concrete corri, 
dor through which powder and shells 
were laboriously carried from elevators, 
which brought them up from storage ar, 
eas under the gun platforms. In that cor
ridor we were sometimes assigned to sit 
and "blend powder." This boring process 
assured that all sacks of powder would 
have a uniform propulsive quality. The 
powder came in small yellow cylindrical 
pieces. Looking like sticks of lemon 
candy, they were perforated by longitudi, 
nal holes to permit instant ignition. We 
picked up small handfuls from one batch 
and mixed them with similar handfuls 
from other batches. We were warned to . 
treat them with extreme care, though it 
was said they would only explode in the 
confines of a gun chamber. While uncon, 
fined gunpowder was supposed to be 
flammable but not explosive, we made no 
effort to confirm that theory. In the pow, 
der room we always worked in stocking 
feet to avoid scuffing up a spark. 

As stated earlier, the Sibley stove in 
our tent did not give off much heat, so 
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we of the Eighth Squad decided to do 
something about it. We delegated a 
party to go down over the hill and along 
the strait to reconnoiter some aban, 
cloned farmhouses thereabouts. In one 
of them we found a small round stove 
and brought it back to our tent. There, 
we removed the Sibley and "ditched" it 
in some nearby brush. Our substitute 
worked beautifully. It consumed a lot of 
wood but gave out excellent heat. 
When cold winds blew off the strait, we 
were very cozy in that squad tent, decid, 
ing on such occasions that army life was 
a pretty good life after all. 

On a Saturday morning came the 
first general inspection since our pro, 
curement of the new stove. We were all 
a bit nervous because it was clearly not 
"government issue" and might require 
some explaining. Colonel Blethen, the 
inspecting officer, was followed closely 
by Lieutenant Fred Shaw, who com, 
manded the company that day. We 
stood at attention with our tent flaps up 
and our cots in good order, and all went 
smoothly until the colonel spotted that 
nonregulation stove. 

"Where did these men get that odd 
stove?" he asked Lieutenant Shaw. 

The lieutenant had never seen the 
stove before, but he replied without a 
moment's hesitation. "They wanted a 
little more heat, sir, so with my permis, 
sion they bought this stove at a second, 
hand store in Port Townsend." 

This satisfied the colonel, and the 
matter seemed ended until Lieutenant 
Shaw returned after inspection. He en, 
tered our tent with lowering brow and 
annoyed mien. "Now you guys," . he 
said, "where in hell did you get that 
stove?" We told him and got a scolding 
for it, not so much for stealing the stove 
as for failing to warn the lieutenant be, 
fore inspection. 

We led a busy life up on that Fort 
Worden hill. I have visited it many 
times since to recall those cold, windy 
and sometimes rain-soaked days of 
training. Those outdated Puget Sound 
forts were long ago declared surplus and 
converted into state parks. The site of 
our tent at Fort Worden is grown over 
with thick, brush, locatable only by 



reference to the hollow concrete bun, 
kers of Battery Ash. Back in 191 7, how, 
ever, we kept the guns in "apple pie" 
order: oiled, greased with Cosmoline, 
and ready for action. We first used them 
for subcaliber practice and later for "full 
service firing" at targets towed behind 
tugboats out in the strait. 

Before taking part in full service fir, 
ing, I acquired a good deal of theoretical 
knowledge about the big gun to which I 
was assigned. I began as "time,range op, 
erator," a lowly position on the gun 
crew. After a few months of book study 
and repeated "dry run" practice, I be, 
came a "second class gunner," proudly 
wearing the insignia of two crossed can, 
nons. By applying myself diligently, I 
also became a private first class, which 
entitled me to wear one chevron on 
each sleeve ( with the crossed cannons). 
Those early achievements were the re, 
sult of hard study and application to the 
business of becoming a soldier, and I 
had much more sense of deserving them 
than I felt for many other honors re, 
ceived in later years. 

My first full service firing was aimed 
at a huge white target, towed some third 

of a mile behind a tugboat offshore. Our 
officers were in the command post, and 
our "spotters" occupied observation 
posts at measured distances from the gun 
on either side. Their angular observa, 
tions of the target enabled officers to 
determine its range by geometrical tri, 
angulation, range determined the gun's 
elevation ( in degrees) and the angle of 
fire (hence the azimuth) needed to land 
a projectile on the target. Refinements 
in aim ( to account for wind and other 
variables) could be accomplished by so, 
called "ranging shots," which required 
careful observation of the place where 
each shot fell .. In time we formed an ef, 
fective working team, calculating hits or 
near misses that would have sunk an en, 
emy ship (if one had appeared). All we 
had to do was follow the oft,practiced 
procedure with care and exactitude. 

tanding within a few feet of a 
12,inch gun or mortar when it 
fired was at first an astonish, 
ing experience. There was no 

sound at all-only an impact. When we 
pulled the firing lanyard, we were told to 
stand on tiptoes, open our mouths, and 
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The battery crewmen were told 
that to equalize the shock wa.ve 

when the 12-inch gun fired, they 
should stand on their toes, open 

their mouths and lightly cover 
their ears with their hands. 

place hands lightly over the ears. In that 
position, the shock of firing was equal, 
ized, and one merely felt a dull blow, as if 
being struck heavily all over at the same 
time. After a few such experiences, they 
were no longer frightening, but the im, 
pacts could have serious consequences 
for those not warned or prepared for 
them. This occurred because the blast 
from a gun's muzzle created a huge 
vacuum behind the gun, followed in, 
stantly by an inrush of air to fill the 
vacuum. This fluctuating pressure could 
have strange effects. 

To Bob Kelly, our cook, it was a disas, 
ter. Either he was not warned of our firing 
or had not yet learned the appropriate 
precautions. Specifically, his cook tent 
was tightly closed when one of our firing 
practices began. At the first round, the 
cook tent exploded. The side curtains 
blew away, and cooking utensils flew out 
in every direction. Bob and the KP crew 
were some time in repairing the damage. 

Still worse happened to the house of 
a veteran sergeant who had apparently 
been a fixture at Fort Worden for many 
years. He lived just behind our tent 
camp with a teenage daughter who was 



charming but not always obedient. As 
the old sergeant explained later, he had 
instructed his daughter to open all win, 
<lows and doors to equalize the air pres, 
sure during firing practice. He himself 
was an old regular artilleryman and 
well understood the danger. The girl, it 
seemed, opened doors and windows but 
did not fasten them open. At the first 
blast, they all slammed shut. The sec, 
ond round split the house neatly open 
from bottom to top, like cracking open 
a watermelon, leaving a two,foot gap 
in the roof. 

ot all our time at Fort 
Worden was spent on the 
big guns. We did close, 
order infantry drills down 

on the big parade ground between the 
headquarters building and a row of 
wooden barracks and officers' quarters. 
There was great competition betwe,en 
our National Guard companies and the 
regulars who normally manned the 
Coast Defenses. During close,order drill 
we took immense pride in our appear, 
ance and the precision with which we 
performed the manual of arms and the 
drill manual. In some of the more intri, 
cate maneuvers, like "on right into line," 
it was difficult to avoid the irregular ap, 
pearance of individual men out of line, 
straggling or stumbling. When most of us 
finally got it down pat, we became our 
own greatest critics, roundly cursing any 
man who spoiled our performance. A 

Fort Worden was built at Point 
Wilson, on the northeastern tit_, of 
the Olympic Peninsula. 

man could become extremely unpopular 
by causing us to incur the displeasure of 
the commanding officer or our other of, 
ficers, who were inclined to berate us re, 
garding flaws in our drills. 

One popular amusement was called 
"monkey drill." Flatly prohibited (to 
avoid damage to rifles), it was all the 
more attractive to us. I suppose that 
American soldiers in every generation 
have attempted the monkey drill, and 
today trained units perform it for exhi, 
bitions. It consists of going through the 
manual of arms with extra flourishes 
between commands. Such flourishes in, 
elude tossing one's rifle into the air and 
catching it neatly after at least one com, 
plete revolution. Since inexpert hands 
would drop the rifle into dirt or mud, we 
usually practiced the monkey drill when 
our officers were out of sight. I dropped 
my own rifle many times, failing to 
catch it as it fell, or fumbling when I 
struck the butt to start a spin in the 
upward stroke of a toss. Nonetheless, I 
eventually earned a reputation as one of 
the best performers in the company. 

We were often taken on long hikes
exhausting on a warm day-into the 
countryside around Port Townsend. A 
frequent destination was Discovery Bay, 
lying five miles west of Port Townsend 
and named by Captain George Vancou, 
ver in the 1 790s. After resting for a while 
at that picturesque spot, we would slog 
back to Fort Worden, often singing to 
pass the time. Some of our marching 
songs had verses that did not sit well 
with the more straitlaced officers. One of 
the least offensive among our favorites 
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was sung to the tune of "The Old Grey 
Bonnet" and went something like this 
(slightly expurgated): 

Put on your old blue denims, 
Your dirty old blue denims, 
And we'll all march out to Discovery 

Bay; 
When the hike' s all over 
We'll be sweat all over, 
It's the same thing every day , 

When we swung into the ribald text 
of "She's My Lulu," however, the offic, 
ers would invariably call us to attention 
and require us to march in silent martial 
step (rather than the usual "route 
step"). This soon put a stop to "Lulu." 

During service gun practice we were 
permitted to observe the firing practices 
of other companies. Some manned bar, 
bette guns (like ours), some had rifles on 
fixed mounts, and others were assigned 
to the two mortar pits behind our camp. 
Each mortar pit contained four 12,inch 
pieces, and their loading and firing pro, 
cedures were similar to ours on the big 
barbettes. Mortars, unlike guns or how, 
itzers, fired at very high angles, and their 
armor,piercing shells were supposed to 
drop more or less vertically onto the 
decks of a target vessel. They were re, 
markably accurate weapons, throwing 
huge shells at a relatively leisurely speed. 
One could stand behind a mortar, keep 
an eye above the muzzle at time of firing, 
and follow the round black projectile as 
it soared aloft. It remained visible until 
the top of its trajectory, where it dimin, 
ished to a mere speck in the air. 



Fort Worden also had two batteries 
of"disappearing guns" (10,inch and 12, 
inch pieces), so called because they dis, 
appeared behind the walls of their em, 
placements during reloading. The large 
12,inch guns stood in Battery Kinzie, 
some hundreds of feet below Battery 
Ash where a road led out to Point Wil, 
son Lighthouse. After loading with a 
shell and bags of powder, a lever was 
tripped and a counterweight caused the 
great gun to rise above the rim of its 
emplacement "into battery." Upon fir, 
ing, a portion of the recoil energy forced 
the gun back down into its cradle, 
where it locked in place to await swab, 
bing out and reloading. In its day, the 
disappearing gun was a formidable 
weapon, becoming obsolete only be, 
cause of longer,range guns on battle, 
ships and the advent of bomber aircraft. 
Today, the empty emplacement at Bat, 
tery Kinzie, an impressive complex of 
concrete, is a popular attraction for visi, 
tors to Fort Worden State Park. 

I also remember that Battery Kinzie 
was exposed to raw cold winds off the 
strait. There were nights when I nearly 
froze while walking guard post just be, 
hind those disappearing guns. In par, 
ticular, the man on guard had to cross a 
small wooden bridge (without railings) 
over a gully behind the battery. It was 
exposed to gales through a gap between 
Battery Kinzie and the Fort Worden 
bluff. Despite heavy gloves, my hands 
practically froze to the butt of my rifle, 
and I had to run like mad to cross the 
bridge without being blown sideways 
into the gully. 

Another undesirable assignment for 
guard duty was Post No. 1, which re, 
quired one to walk in a square around the 
guardhouse where the "officer of the 
day" and the noncommissioned guards 
sat at night. Several times a night those 
officers had to bundle into their over, 
coats and visit the various outposts to see 
that all guards were in position and alert. 

The trouble with Post No. 1 was its 
unbearable monotony. For four long 
hours there was no relief from the bore, 
dom of that confined circuit. One wintry 
night I actually fell asleep on my feet 
while walking that post. With my right 

hand firmly holding my rifle's butt, I 
must have marched right off the post in a 
straight line. I awoke by stumbling on a 
small grass hummock. Coming to my 
senses, I found myself in the middle of 
the parade ground, some two hundred 
yards away from my post. I can still recall 
the fearful revelation that I could be 
guilty of a court,martial offense. Run, 
ning back to the guardhouse, I found 
that nobody had observed my departure, 
and I breathlessly resumed my monoto, 
nous pacing around that deadly dull post. 

side from the danger of fall, 
ing asleep, there was little 
memorable about guard 
duty at Fort Worden. I do, 

however, recall an amusing incident 
from my first guard assignment. It was a 
cold night and shifts were four hours on 
and four hours off. While off duty we 
could lie down on any free bunk in the 
guardhouse. As it happened, however, I 
was an odd number that night, and 
there were more men than bunks. 
Therefore, with affected nonchalance, I 
rolled myself in a blanket and lay down 
on a hard wooden tabletop. As a matter 
of pride, I was careful to show none of 
my discomfort. Just before I dropped off 
to sleep I heard one guardsman say to 
another: "That Oles is just down from 
Alaska-they come tough up there." 
Such a reputation was well worth a sac, 
rifice of comfort. 

Most practice with our barbette, 
mounted gun involved the firing of 
subcaliber shells. Thus we improved our 
skills at observation and calculation of 
azimuth and elevation. We practiced 
these skills on targets towed several 
miles away by a tugboat or the mine 
planter Ringgold. This latter ship was 
equipped to lay out and service the 
minefield, which had been installed to 
prevent hostile vessels from entering 
Port Townsend Bay and thereby out, 
flanking the coastal forts. Fort Worden 
also had batteries of 6,inch and 3,inch 
guns that could fire over the minefield 
and defend it against sabotage. 

Subcaliber firing was much cheaper 
in shot and powder than full service fir, 
ing, and it served many of the same 
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training objectives. Typically, our exer, 
cise would begin by tracking the tow, 
boat. Before any actual firing, there 
would be a command to "shift target" 
and fix coordinates on the towed object. 
On one celebrated occasion a nonex, 
plosive subcaliber mortar shell was acci, 
dentally fired while the observers were 
still tracking the Ringgold. Someone had 
presumably failed to give an order to 
"shift target." As a result, a well,aimed 
shot ( eight or ten pounds) went straight 
down the ship's funnel and right 
through her hull into the sea beneath. 
Hasty action was required to keep her 
from sinking. Fortunately, no great 
harm was done, but somebody doubtless 
got a stern rebuke for carelessness. At 
the same time, however, they should 
have had a commendation for some 
very accurate shooting. 

In the close quarters of an eight,man 
squad tent, it was important that each 
soldier maintain his kit in good order 
while keeping himself clean and 
healthy. We of the Eighth Squad had 
good luck throughout that early train, 
ing period. In another squad, however, 
there was a boy who refused to take a 
bath. In truth he stank, and his compan, 
ions eventually decided to take drastic 
action. They escorted him forcibly to 
the bathhouse, stripped him, and 
washed him as they were accustomed to 
wash clothing-with laundry soap and 
a rough scrubbing brush. Such skin as 
remained was clean but uncomfortable 
for some days, after which the boy un, 
dertook to perform his own ablutions. 

While training in the coastal forts, 
our federalized companies of National 
Guard were known among regular 
artillerymen as the "Damned Militia." 
As the fall of 1917 turned to winter, 
however, we were nearing readiness to 
take part in the war against Germany. 

Floyd Oles, a longtime Tacoma resident, died 
in 1996, very nearly a centenarian. Among his 
various writings is a memoir, Adventures in a 
Second Decade, which details events in his life 
around the time of World War I. The unpub, 
lished manuscript, from which this article is 
excerpted, is housed in the Special Collections 
of the Washington State Historical Society. 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RALPH CHAPLIN 
By Maria Pascualy 

0 n September 5, 191 7, a few months after 
America's entry into World War I, Depart, 
ment ofJustice agents made simultaneous raids 
on 48 Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 

meeting halls across the country, seizing correspondence and 
literature that would become courtroom evidence. The origi, 
nal draft of the labor anthem, "Solidarity Forever," written by 
one Ralph Chaplin, was among the documents confiscated. 

Later that month close to 200 Wobbly leaders, including 
Chaplin, a future manuscripts curator of the Washington 
State Historical Society, were arrested for conspiring to 
hinder the draft, encourage desertion, and intimidate others 
in connection with labor disputes. Of these, 101 of them, 
Chaplin among them, went on trial in April 1918. The trial 
lasted five months, the longest criminal trial in American 
history up to that time. 

Three months prior to the raid, in June 1917, Congress 
passed and President Woodrow Wilson signed the Espionage 
Act. Part of an overall strategy to combat opposition to the 
draft, the act had a clause that provided penalties of up to 20 
years in prison for "whoever, when the United States is at 
war, shall willfully cause or attempt to cause insubordination, 
disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of duty in the military or naval 
forces of the United States, or shall willfully obstruct the 
recruiting or enlistment services of the US .... " Using the 
Espionage Act, the federal government imprisoned Chaplin 
and the others. 

Born in Cloud County, Kansas, in 1887, Ralph Chaplin 
was raised in a working,class home on Chicago's South Side. 

ABOVE: Memorial Services held at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery for the Everett victims, May 1, 1917. Chaplin 
covered the Everett massacre trial for Solidarity, the 
Wobblies' official eastem publication. 
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His father was put out of work during the bloody 1894 Pullman 
Strike, and it appears the violence witnessed by young 
Chaplin started him on his road to radicalism. One of his 
earliest memories as a child was of a striker shot dead on the 
steps of his home as he clutched his lunch bucket. Chaplin 
described how the blood seeped onto the porch steps: "I never 
heaved a brickbat at anyone until the strike came along. Then 
I threw as the other urchins did, because the scabs and 
Pinkertons were there to take away our fathers ' jobs .... " 

Ralph Chaplin did everything early in his life. He became 
a socialist as a teenager and married his lifelong companion, 
Edith, at age 18. Both were commercial artists and political 
activists. At age 22 Chaplin traveled to pre,revolutionary 
Mexico. He wrote of hearing dictator Porfirio Diaz's execu, 
tion squads from his apartment windows and of witnessing 
the inhuman living conditions of the poor. His loyalties were 
with the revolutionary Emiliano Zapata and others like him 
who "were seeking to establish freedom in human affairs not 
only in Mexico but throughout the world." 

Chaplin soon returned to Chicago where he befriended 
Mexican exiles and began a pattern of life that in,.volved con, 
stant travel to fulfill his political work. His little family, which 
now included son Von, provided the emotional and often the 
financial support this very passionate man needed. Through 
the years, Chaplin made money by working in commercial art 
studios with Edith, painting portraits, or in poorly paid posi, 
tions with labor organizations. It was a hand,to,mouth exist, 
ence but one he described joyfully in the last article he pub, 
lished: "At all times-on the soapbox, on the picket line, and 
even in prison-we were aware of beirig part of something 
more important than our own unimportant selves, a Cause 
worth living for, and if needs be, worth dying for .... " 

While living in West Vir, 
ginia, Chaplin spoke at social, 
ist meetings and wrote for a 
socialist paper, the Labor Star. 
At one meeting he shared the 
bill with Mother Jones. 
Chaplin urged the crowd to 
vote for the socialist 

~ 
~ __ ul~ ._,11 .. ~~ (" 

• I~ 

:G W'"" 1!:"s~""'''~ · 
- f . - _-..,..;: 

RIGHT: This 
book of poetry, 
,written by Chaplin 
in prison, was sold 
and the resulting 
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June 30, 1917, 
is signed "Bingo,'' 
one of his 
pseudonyms. 

Sinrl• Copy . $1. 00 6 Copiu . $6.00 

15 Copin • $10 .00-pe• tpaid 

candidate for president, Eugene Debs. Mother Jones asked for 
shoes for the children of the striking Kanawha miners in the 
middle of a two,year strike. Chaplin personally helped 
Mother Jones with her campaign. 

The Kanawha strike greatly affected Chaplin. He 
not only reported on and wrote poems about it 
("Paint Creek Miner," and "Mine Guard") but was 
part of the strike committee. He was once beaten 

unconscious as he traveled to deliver a speech for Mother 
Jones, who had been jailed. Chaplin witnessed an armored 
train opening fire on the striking miners' shacks where 
women and children also slept. These were commonplace 
attacks on workers in an America that had not yet recognized 
the power and rights of organized labor. 

Chaplin repeatedly witnessed beat, 
ings, jailings, and the murder of working 
men and women as they fought for their 
rights. He was in awe of what the self, 
described "bums and hoboes" of the 
IWW could accomplish. In 1909 
Wobblies protesting dishonest hiring 
halls and the prohibition against meet, 
ing and speech,making near the halls 
were arrested in large numbers in Spo, 
kane. The men and women chained 
themselves to lampposts and read the 
Declaration of Independence out loud 
as they were dragged off to jail. This free 
speech fight resulted in overflowing jails 
and finally an investigation of over a 
dozen dishonest employment agencies. 
The firms were found guilty of taking 
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the uae of the m,ils. Only the Lumber Trust Version waa permitted 
to reach the p,;l,Jic. 

Do You Want to Hear the Other Si.de? 
the t~::: elio'rt was made to spraad broadcast the lie and suppr-

Are You Willing to Hear tlu, Truth•-Even if it Hurts? 
Thia rem .. 'rkable hooklet contains an accurate and complete story 

of the whole aft'air, It reveals startling fact-suppressed facts that 
you wei,, ...,..,.,.. intended to hear. 

kead ebout the tremendous and bitter struggle of the Weatem 
lumberjacke againet the Lumher Truat for better conditions, 

withn: hC:-J:~ ~=:!~.,:Y,Pr~ ,r!l.haplci:t :0c::e:t 
~:'\viii::..':°~':,,;:-s:::ie1:>'w..~f.~!t9 J!!!it;f f;:::~ 
W:,omma St., Butte, Montana; Thomas Whitehead, 1001 Weat Madiaon 
St., Chicago, DI,, and "Truth," Duluth, Minn, 
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TOP LEFT: American labor lead.er "Big" Bill Haywood 
wrote Chaplin at Cook County Jail before Chaplin 1.uas 
sent to serve his term in Leavenworth. In the letter, 
Haywood discusses a cartoon idea. Haywood was 
secretary-treasurer of the Western Federation of Miners 
and helped organize the IWW. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Chaplin's 80-page account of the 
Centralia Conspiracy trial, which he ivrnte in a skid road 
hotel in Seattle, sold 40,000 copies in -30 days . 
Advertisements using Chaplin's drawing of a lynched 
Wesley Everest were run on the back of many labor 
newspaj)ers and journal~. 

job seekers' money and then directing them to nonexistent 
work sites. At its peak, Spokane had 4,000 IWW members 
and a meeting hall that could hold 800. It also boasted a 
Wobbly newspaper, the Industrial Worker. 

The turbulence and misery he witnessed led Chaplin to 
support the IWW's philosophy of militant economic action. 
In his memoirs he wrote: "We joined without reservation in 
opposing all who denied to any, even the lowliest, their rights 
and dignity as human beings .... That was what the unre
strained exploitation and injustice of the early decades of the 
twentieth cen,tury did to us." In 1913 the young socialist 
officially joined the IWW. He soon became the editor of 
Solidarity, the IWW's official publication in the East. 

Chaplin's relationship to hard rock miner and labor radical 
"Big" Bill Haywood was important to him. Haywood, a very 
large man, as his nickname implied, had a booming voice and 
a magnetic personality. Radical Elizabeth Gurley Flynn spoke 
of Haywood's ability to communicate with crowds often com
posed of mostly non-English-speaking migrants: 

We had to explain to them why we wanted them to be in t'he 
IWW, one big union, and not in the AFL. [Haywood] would 
say (showing his hand with fingers spread), the American Fed
eration of Labor, the AFL is like that, each one separated, but 
the IWW is like that (he would make a fist) , and they would all 
say, three cheers for the IWW and he had made his point . ... " 

Haywood, estranged from his wife, enjoyed family life at 
Chaplin's home. The men talked politics as well as poetry. A 
letter in the WSHS archives from Haywood to Chaplin, 
dated October 25, 1916, acknowledged Chaplin's poems: 

"I read them all aloud, some of them over again .... I trust 
I can say something that will convey to others what you and 
your work means to me and to our kind. I'll try .... " 

I
n 1917 Ralph Chaplin was one of 100 Wobblies rounded 
up in Chicago during the wartime hysteria that rocked 
the country. Wobbly headquarters and private homes 
were ransacked, members arrested, and some shot dead 

in the street. Chaplin eventually served a total of four years in 
prison and was released after accepting the conditions of clem
ency set out by the government. Some IWW men condemned 
Chaplin for giving in to the government, and this proved to be 
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a painful experience for him. Big Bill Haywood's exile and 
subsequent death in the Soviet Union also shocked Chaplin. 

What happened to Ralph Chaplin? His political activism 
continued after his release from prison, but he became disillu, 
sioned with the path labor was taking. Nor was he particu, 
larly fond of New Deal liberalism. As the government ap, 
peared to take on a caretaker role, Chaplin also saw the 
specter of communism overshadowing the country. 

In 1941 he wrote, "In our young foolishness some of us 
thought the Bolshevik revolution marked the birth of a free 
society. Instead, it started a monstrous reversion to the 
world's oldest form of tyranny. Free government, free labor 
and free enterprise in the American sense-they meant little 
to us until we saw them being consigned to destruction .... " 

C
haplin continued to serve his community and 
fight for workers rights, but he also joined the 
Sons of the American Revolution, began attend 
ing chii.rch, and often found himself shunned by 

former friends who. saw him as a "red baiter." Yet, his views 
were complicated: 

The communists have one thing in common with the old 
IWW-to both of them the labor movement was a Cause. To 
the "less imaginative bosses of the AFL it was merely a business. 
Gompers gave the American labor movement a body. It took 
Haywood and Debs to give it a social conscience. 

A low point in Chaplin's crusade against communist infil, 
tration of labor occurred one day when he found himself 

Ralph and Edith Chaplin were lifelong comJ>anions, 
having married as teenagers. This photograph was taken 
after they had moved to Tacoma where Chaplin worked 
for the Washington State Historical Society. 

CHAPLIN EXHIBIT ON VIEW 
A Witness to History tells the story of Ralph Chaplin-radical 
poet, rebel editor, songwriter, agitator, friend and fellow 
worker in the political organization known as the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) or Wobblies. Chaplin also 
wrote the labor anthem, "Solidarity Forever." Visitors to the 
Gonyea Gallery will see a collection of documents and photo, 
graphs from the archives of the Washington State Historical 
Society never before exhibited. These include a letter from 
"Big" Bill Haywood to Chaplin, Chaplin's personal copy of 
''Solidarity Forever" and the original sheet music to "The 
Rebel Girl." The exhibit is open through September 30, 2001. 

Eugene V. Debs 
relaxing in Ralph 
Chaplin's back 
yard in Chicago. 
Debs, a friend of e-

·d 
Chaplin's, helped cJS 

form the Socialist ] 
Party and was its ~ rr,' -.-~~i!! 
P. residential " 

E 
candidate five rJ) 

times. In 1912 he [ 

i received over 
900,000 votes. He 
died in 1926, 
shortly after tlus 
photograph was 
taken. 

drowned out by crowds expressing their dissatisfaction with 
his ideas by singing loud choruses of "Solidarity Forever." 
They had no idea he had written it. 

Chaplin spent his final years in Tacoma, working vari, 
ously as editor of the Pierce County Central Labor Council's 
Labor Advocate and striving to open lines of communication 
between labor and business. Papers in the Washington State 
Historical Society's Chaplin Collection indicate he served 
as a correspondent with the Office of War Information 
(OWI) during World War II. A letter dated February 19, 
1945, from Everett V. Stonequist (ofOWI) asks: "1) Is there 
much or little discussion of, or concern about, the need for 
guarding information that might be of value to the enemy? 
2) What kinds of information do people think would be of 
value to the enemy ... ?" 

Chaplin worked as a curator for the Washington State 
Historical Society from 1949 until his death in 1961. When 
he died, the Society advised its membership of "his tireless 
spirit, his gentle manner, and his creative grasp of the basic 
elements in the history of man's long upward struggle." 

Maria Pascualy is curator of exhibits at the Washington State History 
Museum. She curated the exhibit, A Witness to History: The Life of 
Ralph Chaplin, which runs through September 30, 2001, in the 
Gonyea Gallery at the Washington State History Museum. 
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~ I ssued in 1911, this brochure sought to attract home seekers from around 

the United States to southwestern Washington. The cover depicts a 
bucolic scene in which husband and wife extract a living from their farm. 

The title page announces, "A book for the man who seeks a home in a region 
of moderate priced land, mild climate and great and varied productivity." 
(The wife isn't mentioned.) The introduction notes, "When a homeseeker 
arrives, he remains." Such publications by the Northern Pacific Railway saw 
wide distribution and attracted uncounted numbers of settlers to Washington. 

This brochure is part of a large collection of ephemera recently donated to Special Collections by John McClelland, Jr. 
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An Early Government Tussle in Washington's Woods 

ur public forests have 
been the setting for nu
merous debates and dis
putes in recent years: 

spotted owls and displaced loggers, rev, 
enue generation and habitat preserva, 
tion, wilderness hikers and avid off
roaders arguing about new fees and 
shared trails. Interestingly, it turns out 
that these forests have been the setting 
for controversy since their official desig, 
nation as public lands. Here, briefly, is a 
tale of two public landowners ( one 

state, one federal), two federal land 
policies (one time-honored, one new), 
and how these four elements clashed in 
Washington's woods in the early part of 
the 20th century. It is also a tale that 
explains the size and location of the two 
largest public landholdings in the state. 

The story begins at the time of 
Washington's statehood, with the fed, 
eral government in charge of a large 
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and largely unsurveyed public domain 
within the territorial borders. By the 
late 19th century, the federal govern, 
ment had developed a tradition of shar, 
ing some of its public lands with new 
states upon their admission to the 

ABOVE: Concern over support 
fo,r K-12 schools, like this one in 
King County, was a key element in 
the state and federal governments' 
early dispute over public 
forest lands. 



The Enabling Act granted sect1ons 16 and 36 of every township in 
the state to the new state government for the support of common 
schools. This grant totalled over 2.4 million acres. 

union. This gift of lands took the form 
of grants for designated purposes. The 
overall purpose of these grants was to 
help new states finance institutions 
such as schools, colleges, and prisons. 
A new state could generate revenue 
from its federally granted lands by sell, 
ing the lands, by leasing them for uses 
such as grazing, or by selling commodi, 
ties from the lands such as timber. Per, 
haps the most important state responsi, 
bility associated with the federal land 
grants VJaS to provide support for a new 
state's "common schools" (kindergar, 
ten through 12th grade). 

Tne federal government maintained 
this land grant tradition in Washing, 
ton's 1889 Enabling Act. Several differ, 
ent sections in this law provided grants 
of 622,000 acres to the state for the sup, 
port of various state functions such as 
buildings at the state capital, an agricul, 
tural college, a scientific school, and 
charitable, penal, and reformatory insti, 
tutions. The state would select its allot, 
ted acreage from the federal public do, 
main lands in Washington. 

In a much larger land grant, the En, 
abling Act provided sections 16 and 36 
of every township in the state to the 
new state government for the support of 
common schools. This grant totailed 
ever 2.4 million acres. The idea behind 
the granting of land in every township 
was to provide the new government 
with a sampling of every type of land 
that the state might have to offer. For 
situations where a section 16 or 36 had 
been disposed of by some other act of 
Congress, the state could select other 
lands as a replacement. These alterna, 
tive selections are often referred to as 
"in lieu" or "indemnity" lands. If the 
state government chose to sell its school 
lands, the Enabling Act required a pub, 
lie sale and a minimum price of $10 per 
acre. The act also included a clause that 
would later call into question the in
demnity provision with regard to fed, 
eral forest reserves: "Provided, That the 

sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections em, 
braced in permanent reservations for 
national purposes shall not, at any time, 
be subject to the grants nor the indem, 
nity provisions of this act .... " The ex, 
act location of all the sections 16 and 36 
emerged as more and more of the state 
was officially surveyed. 

Meanwhile, as the state government 
worked to select or identify its granted 
lands, a shift in federal land policy took 
place in the 1890s, with profound impli, 
cations for the country, as a whole as 
well as for Washington. Prior to this 
time, the federal government had bus, 
ied itself with the active disposal of the 
public domain. The land grants to state 
governments provide but one example. 
The federal government also moved 
public domain lands into private hands 
through measures such as the Home, 
stead Act for settlers and through large 
land grants to railroad companies. 

uch of the federal 
public domain in Or.
egon and Washington 
was forest land. To 

the residents of these areas, the supply 
of trees seemed inexhaustible. However, 
a new concept was emerging on the 
other side of the country: the idea that 
forests in general were not inexhaustible 
after all. Many of the earliest suggestions 
of this notion came from scientists who 
had studied the denuded forests of Eu, 
rope, the march of forest harvests from 
the eastern seaboard of the United 
States though New York and Pennsylva, 
nia to Michigan, Wisconsin, and Min, 
nesota, and the impacts of logging on 
the landscape and water supplies in de
forested areas. Other contributors to this 
movement were artists and writers who 
captured the landscape and wildlife in 
vivid detail, as well as the changes that 
occurred once the landscape was al
tered. Concern about forests contrib, 
ured to the formation of interest groups 
such as the American Forestry Associa, 
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tion and the Boone and Crockett Club 
for hunters. Some civic groups saw a 
value in keeping some of the surround
ing natural beauty intact for tourism 
purposes, while certain cities and towns 
increased their awareness of the forests' 
role in protecting their water supplies. 
All these different pieces came together 
in a conservation movement. 

A major idea that emerged from this 
movement was the concept that per, 
haps not all of the forest lands in the 
public domain should pass into other 
hands after all. Many believed that 
some of the forests should be retained in 
public ownership and protected from 
fire and depredation. Interested parties 
began to lobby their congressional rep, 
resentatives to take action to safeguard 
forests in the public domain. All of 
these efforts came to fruition in 1891 
when Congress adopted language now 
referred to as the Forest Reserve Act. 
This act allowed the president to set 
aside and preserve public lands covered 
completely or in part with forests. 
Whereas the general policy of the fed, 
eral government had been to transfer 
the public domain out of federal owner~ 
ship, this new policy allowed the presi
dent to reserve forest lands in the public 
domain and retain them in federal own
ership. The areas designated under the 
new act were called "forest reserves." 

The establishment of the first forest 
reserve in the Pacific Northwest resulted 
from a petition filed by the City of Port, 
land for a forest reserve in the Bull Run 
watershed. Portland wished to protect its 
municipal water supply. President Ben, 
jamin Harrison granted the city's request 
in 1892. Washington's first forest reserve 
came about following the investigations 
of Cyrus Mosier, a special agent of the 
General Land Office, in 1891 and 1892. 
He toured the area around Mount 
Rainier and sampled public opinion at 
various nearby cities, finding support for 
the idea of a reserve around the moun, 
tain. The only item of concern raised in 
his inquiry came from Tacoma, then 
embroiled with Seattle over the naming 
of the mountain ( the former advocating 
"Mount Tacoma"). The Commercial 
Club of Tacoma wrote to the president, 



(~lla.l 

THE UNITED $TATES OF AMERICA, 

indicating that it was in fa r of th_e 
creati n of a fore t re erve but asking 
tha the word 'Rainier" be e elude 
fr m i name. Agent Mosier's rnce>m
mendation n ted that th designation of 
a re erve could help prevent fl ds and 
w uld not inc rp rate any agricultural 
lat:id , bu the focus of his advocacy w 

the c nic value f the area. President 
Harrison re erved almo t 968,000 acre , 
including M unt Rainier in F€bruary 
L 93. 1n d ference t Tacoma' con, 
cern , Wahington' first reserve wa 
chri ·tened ih Pacific F rest Re erve. 

Over the next few year various presi~ 
dents established forest reserves across 
the western United States, including 
Washington. Sometimes these reserva, 
tions were made at the request of or in 
concert with the wishes of the local citi, 
zenry; sometimes not. Two particularly 
large,scale designations of forest reserves 
stirred up intense controversy. The first 
of these resulted from the recommenda, 
tions of a special committee appointed 
by the National Academy of Sciences to 
study issues associated with forest re, 
serves. This committee completed its 

report in I 97. The report covered a 
number f different co i relaring o the 
r rve , indu ing recommendati n fi r 
h w to mana e them. The c mmit:tee 
r comm - that tw nati nal parks 
be designate from with.in xiktin fi re r 
re rves1 one at the Grand Can on and 
another at Mount Rainier. The commit, 
te al recommended the e cablish, 
m nt f ne r rve and th expan i n 
of existin ones, a recommendation to 

put an additi n 121 milli nacre in for, 
e t r erve tatu ' in th we tern tate ". 
Thi included an expansion of the Pa, 
c1fic Forest R s rv an 1e r ation of 
two new reserves in Washington, one in 
the North Cascades and one on the 
Olympic Peninsula. 

ithout consulting mter, 
ests in the West, Presi, 
dent Grover Cleveland 
adopted the commit, 

tee's recommendations and established 
the new reserves just days before he was 
scheduled to leave office in March 1897. 
Cleveland's action provoked a storm of 
controversy from Washington and 
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ABOVE: Man of the federal 
government's earl land policie 
worked to transfer the public 
domain into tate or pri ate 
hands, uch as through 
Homestead Act claims. 

BACKGROUND: Mount 
Rainier National Park was the 
fir t nationctL park created from 
within a federal fore t resenie, 
setting a precedent for many future 
national park designations. 

aero the nation. Federal Legislator op, 
posed to the new designations attached 
a rider to a major appropriations bill, 
repealing the president's actions. In his 
last legislative act as president, Cleve, 
land vetoed the bill. 

Newly,inaugurated President Will, 
iam McKinley called a special session of 
Congress since he was without the ap, 
propriations needed to run his adminis, 
tration. Forest reserve advocates 
worked to defuse the hostility from the 
new Cleveland designations. New leg~ 
islation helped to define and limit the 
purpose for any future designations. 



This map illustrates the legacy of 
early public land decisions. Shown 
here in gray, the federal forest 
reserves became national forests 
and national parks. The state's 
granted lands are shown in black. 
Particularly visible are the common 
school lands, still in the original 
scatter pattern in eastern Washing
ton and in more concentrated 
blocks at the edges of the former 
forest reserves, the result of the 
state/federal land exchanges. 

Congress also suspended the latest 
Cleveland reservations for nine months 
and created an important "forest lieu" 
clause. The majority of the land in the 
federal forest reserves was in upper el
evations where there was little or no 
settlement. The reserves were estab
lished mainly by making federal land in 
the public domain no longer eligible for 
sale or claim under the many land dis
posal acts. However, as the boundaries 
of forest reserves dipped into lower el
evations, there was a greater probability 
of encountering land owned by another 
entity or in the process of being 
claimed. The forest lieu clause allowed 
a person with a land claim within a for
.est reserve boundary to trade that piece 
of property for another portion of the 
public domain outside the boundary. 
The clause applied to state government 
landowners as well. 

Another round of major des
ignations and controver
sies erupted in 1907. Con
gress passed a measure 

that removed a president's authority to 
designate any more forest reserves in 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Mon
tana, Wyoming, and Colorado. Presi
dent Theodore Roosevelt needed to 
sign the measure because of other pro
visions in the bill, but he also wanted to 
designate additional reserves. In the 
brief period of time between Congress's 
passing of the measure and his signing 
of the bill, Roosevelt added 16 million 
acres to the forest reserve system. This 
included almost four million acres in 
Washington. In the period between 
1893 and 1907, presidents had desig-

Selected Public Lands -DNR Granted Lands 

US Forest Service and 
US Park Service Lands 

30 

Miles 

60 

nated some 12 million acres of forest 
reserves in Washington. 

Among those who were the averse to 
the federal forest reserves were state 
commissioners of public lands. The com
mon school land grant was especially ef
fected by the presence of the forest re
serves; by virtue of this grant 
encompassing sections 16 and 36 in ev
ery township, a scattering of school grant 
lands appeared in every reserve. The size 
of the reserves and the as-yet-incom
plete surveying in the state compounded 
the task of choosing lieu or indemnity 
lands of equal value, as Lands Commis
sioner E.W. Ross lamented in 1910: 

On July 1 , 1910, there were but 
1,258,587 acres of surveyed, unap-
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propriated, unreserved government 
lands remaining in the State of Wash
ington, and 1,937,472 acres so re
mote, mountainous or worthless that 
they remain unsurveyed. The Enabling 
Act and the State Constitution forbid 
the sale of school lands for less than ten 
dollars per acre, and the selection of 
lands of less value would be sheer 
waste. As indemnity for the loss of 
school sections, the state is entitled and 
would be obliged to take one half of the 
open, surveyed government lands, but 
it is confidently asserted that practically 
none of these lands has the minimum 
value of $10.00 .... 

Consequently, the only means by 
which the school fund can be indemni
fied will be by selections from lands not 
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yet surveyed and from reserved lands 
which may be restored to public entry. 

Commissioner Ross estimated that 
the federal government owed the state 
more than 500,000 acres of land to 
make up for the school lands "lost" to 
the state by virtue of the forest reserves. 

The federal government, on the 
other hand, took a much different view 
of this situation. At one point federal 
officials noted the previously mentioned 
Enabling Act language and suggested 
that, since the forest reserves were per; 
manent federal reservations, perhaps 
the state was not entitled to either the 
school sections or lieu lands. The state 
argued just as vigorously that the title to 
the school sections had passed to Wash; 

Lands Commissioner Ross estimated that the federal government 
owed the state more than 5001000 acres of land to make up for the 
school lands 11lost'1 to the state by virtue of the forest reserves. 

ington at statehood prior to the creation 
of the reserves and that the state was due 
school lands not only of equal size but of 
equal value. Washington wanted com; 
parable forest lands. 

This argument between the govern; 
ments of the two Washingtons persisted 
until Commissioner of Public Lands 
Clark V. Savidge and State Attorney 
General W. V. Tanner paid a visit to 
Washington, D.C., in 1913. There they 
managed to convince the secretaries of 
agriculture and the interior that the state 
was entitled to forest lands to make up 
for the school land sections contained 
within the forest reserves. The settle; 
ment of the dispute called for the estab; 
lishment of a joint federal/state commis; 
sion to oversee the inspection and 
valuation of the school sections within 
the reserves. The commission's next as; 
signment was to identify blocks of land 
at the edges of the reserves of approxi; 
mately the same acreage and value. 
Once a land block was identified, the 
president would order a reduction of the 
boundaries of the forest reserve to return 
the agreed;upon block to the public do; 
main, to which the state would immedi; 
ately file claim. The state would also re; 
linquish title to the sections 16 and 36 
within the reserves. Commissioner 
Savidge illustrated the exchange process 
using Olympic Peninsula forest lands. 

In his 1915 biennial report to the leg; 
islature, Commissioner Savidge outlined 
what he saw as the key advantages for the 
state in agreeing to this land exchange: 

It is not possible to take advantage of 
the present federal statute permitting 
the selection of other lands in lieu of 
those lost to the State, for the reason 
that there are no government lands out, 
side the forest reserves worth the mini, 
mum price of $10. 00 per acre fixed by 
the Enabling Act. 

The federal government not only 
holds that the State has no title to the 
lands now unsurveyed, but that title will 
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not attach, even at the time of survey, to 
any lands which were included within 
the reserves prior to survey. 

If the State's holdings were consoli, 
dated into large blocks, it would have the 
benefit of competitive bidding for its tim, 
ber, whereas, it must now sell its scat, 
tered sections for the best price possible 
to the company which happens to log 
around them, or else leave the timber 
standing subject to destruction by fire. 

Further, if the State's holdings were 
consolidated, it would require less ex, 
penditure to protect them from fire. 
Again, the State would then possess 
enough land in contiguous tracts to per, 
mit of reafforestation [sic], if desired. 

W hile the effort took a 
number of years, the 
two governments even; 
tually completed the 

land exchanges for each reserve. Under 
this agreement, the state received land 
blocks containing more than 483,000 
acres of forest land for support of its com; 
mon schools. In at least one instance, 
the extra time involved in completing 
the transactions benefited Washington. 
Commissioner Savidge indicated that 
the state had selected but not yet re; 
ceived some 100,000 acres of valuable 
forest land on the Olympic Peninsula, 
forest land that was subsequently devas; 
tated by a huge storm in 1921. Since title 
had not yet passed to the state, the fed; 
eral government agreed to absorb the 
loss in timber value and provide addi; 
tional forest acreage. The commissioner 
estimated that, had the land exchange 
taken place without delay, the loss to the 
school fund would have amounted to at 
least a half million dollars. 

Not all of the school land sections 
within the forest reserves were actually 
forest land. Some were, for example, up; 
per elevation lands above timber line. 
The state received some 8,000 acres of 
land under the regular forest lieu ex; 
change clause for school land sections in 



President Benjamin Harrison 
established the Pacific Forest 
Reserve in 1893, the first federal 
forest reserve in Washington. 

the reserves described as "barren." The 
state selected lands in eastern Washing, 
ton valued at less than $10 per acre that 
the lands commissioner hoped could be 
leased for grazing, thus bringing in at 
least some revenue for the schools. 

he current "Map of Major 
Public Lands in Washing, 
ton" reveals the legacy of 
these early public land deci, 

sions. In 1907 the federal forest reserves 
were renamed national forests. In 1899 
Congress enacted legislation creating 
Mount Rainier National Park, the fifth 
national park in the country. The 
Mount Rainier park was also the first 
national park to be created from within 
a federal forest reserve, setting a prece, 
dent for a number of future park designa, 
tions. Olympic National Park followed 
suit in 1938 and North Cascades Na, 
tional Park, in 1968. Currently at 11 
million acres ( approximately 9 .2 million 

acres in national forests and 1.8 mil, 
lion acres in national parks), the former 
forest reserves comprise the largest hold, 
ing of public land in Washington. 

The major public lands map also re, 
veals the size and location of the grant 
lands selected by the state to support its 
various institutions. At more than 2.2 
million acres, the federally granted 
lands represent the largest state govern, 
ment landholding in Washington. Most 
notable are the common school lands, 
currently at just under 1.8 million acres. 
The original pattern of the granted sec, 
tions 16 and 36 is easiest to see in east, 
em Washington. In the more forested 
lands of the state, the consolidated 
blocks of common school land are vis, 
ible at the edges of what are now the 
national forests. These blocks represent 
the work and tenacity of lands commis, 
sioners and other state officials to see 
that the state received its rightful forest 
lands in exchange for the school land 
sections within the forest reserves. The 
commissioners' insistence that the state 
receive these lands has paid dividends, 
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as forest lands have con, 
sistently produced the most revenue of 
all the various common school lands. 

Linda Byers completed the research for this 
article while working on a larger history of 
federal, tribal, state, and local government lands 
in Washington, a component of the legislatively 
mandated Public Lands Inventory Project. The 
full history text will be available in late summer 
of this year from the state Interagency Commit, 
tee for Outdoor Recreation in Olympia. 
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sor and author of a lengthy history on the 
management of state,owned fore st 
lands; and the full panel of reviewers of 
the public/tribal lands history document 
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The Lewis and Clark Place Names of the 
Pacific Northwest-Part II 
BY ALLEN "DOC' WESSELIUS 
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LEW,IS and ,CLARK I 

T1RAIL 

This is the second in a four,part series discussing the history of the Lewis and 
Clark expedition and the explorers' efforts to identify, for posterity, elements 
of the Northwest landscape that they encountered on their journey. 

Co MBIA R VE 

"T he Great River of the West" was on 
the maps that Lewis and Clark brought 
with them but the cartographic lore of its 
upper reach influenced William Clark 
when he identified the supposed upper 
fork as "Tarcouche Tesse." British ex, 
plorer Alexander Mackenzie had called 
the northern reach of the river 
"Tacoutche Tesse" in his 1793 journals 
and map. When the explorers realized 
they had reached the Columbia River on 
October 16, 1805, they also discerned 
that they would not discover the source 
of the drainage, important as that was for 
establishing the future sovereignty of the 

region. After Lewis & Clark determined 
that there was no short portage route be, 
tween the Missouri and Columbia rivers, 
the myth of a Northwest Passage evapo, 
rated. The priority for the expedition 
now was to achieve the primary goal of 
its mission by reaching the mouth of the 
Columbia River. 

American rights of discovery to the 
Columbia were based on Robert Gray's 
crossing of the bar in 1 792 at the river's 
discharge into the Pacific. He explored 
the waterway's western bay and named 
it "Columbia's River" after his ship, Co, 
lumbia Rediviva. Gray's territorial claim 
to the watershed was later disputed by 
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England after George Vancouver's ex, 
ploration, but the American's name for 
the river was retained, though modified 
to "Columbia River." 

The captains tried to record an In, 
dian name for the Columbia River but 
were confused by varying translations 
and the profusion of names that were 
spoken in different Indian dialects by 

Returning upriver in 1806, the Lewis 
and Clark expedition realized the 
importance of a key regional confluence, 
that of the Walla Walla and Columbia 
rivers. British and American fur traders 
took advantage of this gathering place for 
Native Americans and built forts here. 
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tribes living along the watercourse. 
Most names given today as Native 
American names for the river can be 
translated as "the River." 

YAKIMA RIVER 

T he "Tap teel," also spelled "Tape, 
tett," river was observed by Clark when 
he explored eight miles upriver from 
the "Forks of Columbia at its conflu, 
ence with the Snake." Clark anglicized 
a Yakama word for one of the tribe's 
villages on the river-"Taptat." 
"Tapteal," meaning "narrow" in the 
Yakama language, is given as the origin 
for that particular name, one of many 
Indian names for the river. 

British fur traders from Canada re, 
corded the tribal name, "E, Yakama," 
given by Salish,speaking Spokane Indi, 
ans for their Sahaptian,speaking neigh, 
bors. Divergent meanings for the Indian 
term, "E, Yak,kah,ma" or "Yah,ah,ka, 
ma," persist in the literature today. 
"Black bear," translated from "yah,kah," 
and the plural ending "ma" is one expla, 
nation. Another origin for the native 

word is "runaway," after a chief's daugh, 
ter who either ran away or was deported 
to another village. "Tap,teil," "Nock, 
tosh," "Yahinse," "Eyakama," "Eyakem, 
ka," "Yakama," and "Skaemena" have 
been used in the past to identify the wa, 
tercourse. The river's name today com, 
memorates the Y akama Nation of cen, 
tral Washington. 

WALLA WALLA RIVER 

L ewis and Clark observed this river on 
their westbound journey but did not 
name the "Wollah Wollah River," with 
various spellings, until their return trip 
in 1806. Waterborne in the fall of 1805, 
the explorers were not impressed with 
the river's small drainage; but when they 
camped on its bank in the spring, the 
snowmelt was considerable. They named 
the river after the local inhabitants, who 
were friendly and hospitable to the expe, 
dition. In the Sahaptian language, 
"walla" means "running water" and du, 
plication of a word is the diminutive 
form; so Walla Walla is a distortion of 
the Indian meaning, "small rapid river." 
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The mouth of the river was a key 
crossroad for the Indians; converging 
here were numerous trails that served 
the region. In 1818 Donald McKenzie, a 
prominent fur trader, took advantage of 
this gathering place and built a fort for 
the North West Company. The stock, 
ade was called Fort Nez Perces, Fort 
Numipu, after the Nez Perce name for 
themselves, meaning "The People." The 
Hudson's Bay Company later absorbed 
its competitor and rebuilt the fort, 
which had burned down in 1841. The 
new trading post, built of adobe and re, 
named Fort Walla Walla, was occupied 
by the British until 1855. The townsite 
of Wallula, platted in 1862, became an 
important steamboat landing for disem, 
barkation to the Idaho and Montana 
goldfields. The place name for the river 
is now Walla Walla. More than 20 dif, 
ferent forms of the acceptable place 
name have been used in print. 

MOUNT HOOD 

F irst sighted by Clark on October 18, 
1805, the towering peak was not identi, 



RIGHT: This map from the Lewis and 
Clark journals shows the section of the 
Columbia from above The Dalles to its 
confluence with the Klickitat River. Be
tween the "Great Falls of the Columbia" 
and "The Grand Rapids of the Columbia," 
the Corps of Discovery camped at several 
locations in the Columbia River Gorge. 

BELOW: Sighted by Captain Clark on 
October 18, 1806, Mount Hood was later 
identified as the dormant volcano named 
by Captain Vancouver of the Royal 
British Navy in 1792. 

fied until a week later. The imposipg 
landmark that dominated the landscape 
was named "Timm or falls mountain," 
after questioning the local inhabitants 
about their language. The expression 
"Tum Tum" was sounded by the Indians 
to indicate the beating of the heart and 
the constant sound of cascading water at 
the "Great Falls of the Columbia." At 
first Lewis and Clark had trouble identi
fying the dormant volcanoes they ob
served, knowing that George Vancouver 
and his lieutenant, William Broughton, 
h~d named four Pacific Northwest peaks 
in 1792 (Baker, Rainier, St. Helens, and 
Hood). When the expedition ascended 
the river the next spring, Clark partially 
sorted out the relationship of the five 
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peaks they had seen, including Jefferson 
which they had named for their sponsor. 
On April 6, 1806, Lewis recorded Clark's 
observations of the five "conic pointed 
mountains" in his journal. 

Thirteen years before the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, Broughton had as
cended the Columbia River by Van
couver's order. Broughton was of the 
opinion that the towering peak was the 
termination of the river in French ex
plorer Louis La Verendryes' "Rocky 

COLUMBIA 25 SUMMER 2001 

Mountains." Oregon's highest moun
tain was named to honor Lord Samuel 
Hood of the Royal Navy who signed 
the original instructions for Van
couver's voyage. 

MOUNT ADAMS 

T he second dormant volcano the cap
tains observed caused much conster
nation. Identified incorrectly as "Mt. 
St. Helens," the "very high humped 
mountain" was not correctly deter-



mined to be a different entity until the 
expedition returned up the river in 
1806. Clark observed five different and 
distinct snowcapped mountain peaks, 
but he did not take the opportunity to 
name the one that was east of the "West, 
em mountains," and he did not include 
Hood and Adams on his master map of 
1810. Apparently river courses were 
more important for his empirical carto, 
graphic record of the Pacific Northwest. 

In 1839, Hall Kelly, a patriotic 
schoolteacher, undertook a project to 
change the Cascade Range to the 
"Presidents Range" and rename the 
mountain peaks for individual presi, 
dents. His endeavor did not result in a 
change of British names already in place 
(Rainier and Hood for example), but 
the easternmost volcano in central 
Washington was finally assigned an 
American name. Officially charted by 
Charles Wilkes in 1841, the peak was 

named to honor the second president of 
the United States, John Adams. 

0 

lark observed a rock "resembling a 
hat" on the southern shore of the Co, 
lumbia River and recorded it in his jour, 
nal. Other than as a passing note in his 
daily course log, this small basalt mesa 
would not have been a geographical fea, 
ture of significance. Though this obser, 
vat ion was not intended to be a definite 
place name, today the rock is called Hat 
Rock, in Hat Rock State Park, Umatilla 
County, Oregon. 

ROCK C EE 

ewis and Clark used many names to 
describe the rapids they encountered on 
the Snake and Columbia rivers. "Rocky 
rapids" was at the mouth of a small un, 

N 
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The "Great Falls of the Columbia" was 
first recorded by Clark on October 22, 
1805. This constriction of the Columbia 
River was a favorite seasonal salmon 
fishing site for Native Americans and an 
important trade center. 

named stream on the northern bank of 
the Columbia River. Rock Creek, in 
Klickitat County, Washington, is a 
place name given for the creek's associa, 
tion with the rapids that Clark identi, 
fied on his route map. 

Most rapids were later renamed and 
recorded on maps with names familiar 
to the river steamboat era. Eight dams 
built on the Columbia and Snake rivers 
have impounded the water to create an 
inland waterway for shipping all the 
way to Lewiston, Idaho. The rapids 
have disappeared, along with appropri, 
ate designations for the location of 



these restrictions to water travel. The 
river rapids named by Lewis and Clark 
will not be included here since they 
have disappeared beneath the water. 

JOHN DAY RIVER 

"R iver La Page" was named to honor 
Private Jean Baptiste LePage, who en
listed in the coi-ps after the court martial 
df John N ewinan at Fort Mandan on the 
Missouri River. LePage, a French Cana
dian, was an independent fur trader liv
ing with the Mandan Indians. He was 
probably recruited by the captains be
cause of his familiarity with the Upper 
Missouri River. There is no other his
torical record of LePage-he disap
peared in the mists of time along with 
many other place names commemorat
ing corps members. 

There are two rivers in Oregon honor
ing John Day, a backwoodsman who 
joined Wilson Price Hunt's Astorian 
overland expedition, 1811-12. The name 
of the eastern Oregon river commemo
rates the hardships Hunt's group experi
enced while trying to reach Astoria via 
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the Snake River through Hell's Canyon. 
John Day and his companions were 
robbed by Indians and managed to reach 
a friendly tribe where they were rescued 
by a passing fur brigade from Astoria. 

ESCHUTES RIVER 

T his river was first called "Clark's 
River" and appears on the route map as 
such. To avoid confusion with the previ, 
ously named "Clark's Fork" (Pend 
Oreille River), it was later changed to 
"T owarnahiooks," which with its various 
other spellings is the Chinook term for 
"enemies," referring to a river coming 
from southern Paiute Indian territory. 

In the fur trading period the French 
Canadians called the drainage "Riviere 
des Chutes," French for "river of the 
falls," because of its close proximity to 
the "La Grand Dalle de la Columbia." 
The tendency to simplify place names 
with local usage has shortened the 
name to "Deschutes." 

MILLER IS AND 

T he large island was given a descriptive 
name, "Rock Island," as the waterborne 

corps was swept toward 
the "Great Falls of the 
Columbia" and their 
first portage of Co
lumbia River rapids. 
Known today as Miller 
Island, in Klickitat 
County, Washington, 
the island was probably 

11, named after an early 
pioneer in the region. 
Many islands were 

noted by the explorers; 
however, today the physi

ography of the river has 
changed because of the im

poundment of the river behind 
the dams that control the water's 

level. Many islands noted on Clark's 
maps are now inundated. 

Map depicting the Corps of Discovery's 
route, both westbound (October 16-
November 1, 1805) and returning (April 
10-28, 1806), along with today's roads 
and place names. Dates denote when the 
expedition camped at that location. 
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CEULO FALLS 

T he "Great Falls of the Columbia" was 
first recorded by Euro-Americans with 
the Lewis and Clark expedition. The 
river cut into basalt rock to create a con
striction of the river with a twenty-foot 
falls followed by a mile of narrow, chan
neled rapids with a drop of eight feet in 
river elevation. 

There are several suggested mean, 
ings for the aboriginal origin of"Celilo"; 
one is "floating sand cloud," from the 
sand storms that occur when high winds 
sweep through the Columbia River 
Gorge. The Celilo Canal was com
pleted in 1915, creating a short-lived 
steamboat waterway to Lewiston, 
Idaho. Lake Celilo behind The Dalles 
Dam, which was built in 1956-57, has 
inundated the falls. The flooding also 
eliminated important fishing grounds 
for many Indian tribes that relied upon 
the salmon caught at the falls. 

THE DA LES OF THE COLUMBIA 

"S hort Narrows" and "Long Narrows" 
described two locations where the river 
contracted to form furious rapids, 
which the corps "shot" with dugout ca
noes at this locale. Returning east
bound in 1806, the captains made a 
switch from waterborne craft to horse 
transportation here. Since the spring 
snow melt made rapids in the narrows 
impossible to pass, the party portaged 
overland on an ancient Indian trail 
that points upstream. 

French Canadian boatmen for the 
British fur trading companies called the 
two narrow channels of the river "La 
Grand Dalle de la Columbia" and "Les 
Petites Dalles." "Dalle" meant "flag
stones" or "slabs" in French, for the 
large, smooth slabs of basalt rock that 
formed the channels in the river. The 
polished stones reminded them of 
stones used for paving roads and streets 
in eastern Canada. Other early names 
used by explorers and fur traders were 
"Columbia Falls," "Great Falls of the 
Columbia," "Big Chutes," and "The 
Narrows." 

The Dalles of the Columbia, or sim
ply The Dalles, was a name used by 
American pioneers to describe the nar-



row river channels. A post office was 
established in Oregon Territory with 
the name Dalles in 1851 but was 
changed to The Dalles in 1860. 

During the steamboat era on the 
Columbia, the narrows were called 
"Ten Mile Rapids" and "Five Mile Rap, 
ids," representing their distance east 
from the boat landing at The Dalles. 
The creation of Lake Celilo behind The 
Dalles Darn flooded these features. 

MILL CREEK 

L ewis and Clark acquired the name 
"Que,neet Creek," also spelled "Que, 
nett," meaning "salmon trout," from 
the local Indians and applied it to a 
small stream on the southern shore of 
the Columbia. Seeking a defensive po, 
sition for an encampment, they as, 

f "Cataract River" was 
a 
~ named by the captains from 
~ information they received 
j· from local Native American 
~ inhabitants that resided on 
t the Columbia River and 
} utilized the narrow gorge of 
gi the Klickitat River for 
~ fishing. 
;;;· 

[ cended the stream and 
j found a natural rock for, 

mation for their security. 
Mill Creek, the present 
place name, derived from 
the establishment of a 
sawmill on the stream 
during the military occu, 
pation at Fort Dalles, Or, 
egon Territory. The fort 
was an important mili, 
tary post during the In, 
dian wars era. 

ROCK FORT 

"F ort Rock Camp" and 
"Fort Camp" were names 
used by members of the 
corps to designate their 
encampments of October 
25 to 27, 1805, and April 
15 to 17, 1806, at the 
mouth of "Que,neet 
Creek." The natural ba, 
salt rock formation re, 
sernbled a fort. Located in 

the city of The Dalles, Oregon, the 
Rock Fort site now commemorates the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. 

Ro ENA GAP 

"P ilgrim rocks" was used only once in 
the journals, in Clark's mileage notes 
compiled at Fort Clatsop. Only conjec, 
ture can be applied in trying to deter, 
mine why the name was chosen for this 
particular geological feature near the 
present town of Lyle. Perhaps Clark was 
simply using the Latin derivation of pil, 
grirn-"foreigner on a journey." The 
river bluffs, with six separate basalt lava 
flows, stand bare of soil to about the 
1,000,foot level. The spectacular bluffs 
on the northern shore of the Columbia 
are situated in Klickitat County, Wash, 
ington, east of Lyle. 
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KLICKITAT RIVER 

"C ataract River" was named by the cap, 
tains based on information they received 
from the local inhabitants regarding 
"the large number of falls which the In, 
dians say is on it." They never saw the 
falls that formed a natural fishing place 
in the narrow gorge, created as the river 
cut its way through solid basalt to reach 
the Columbia. By concentrating salmon 
runs, the falls provided a location for dip 
netting, an old,style of salmon fishing 
that continues today. 

Klickitat is an anglicized version of 
the Indian name for a permanent village 
set at the mouth of the river. The village 
may have been the "Friendly Village" 
described by Clark on the westbound 
journey in 1805. 

MEMALOOSE ISLAND 

"S epulchar Island" was one of several 
islands noted by the corps as containing 
burial vaults for the Indian tribes that 
lived along the river. Several islands in 
the Columbia were named Mernaloose, 
accepted spelling adopted by the 
United States Board of Geographic 
Names (USBGN). The name derived 
from "Mernaloose Ilahee," Chinook jar, 
gon words for "land of the dead." Lower 
Mernaloose Island, the one named by 
Clark, is downstream from the mouth of 
the Klickitat and overlooked by parks 
on both sides of the river. A prominent 
obelisk on the island marks the grave of 
Victor T revitt, a pioneer who wished to 
be buried with his Indian friends. 

HOOD RIVER 

"R iver Labiche" was named to honor 
expedition member Private Frarn;ois 
Labiche. Recruited by the captains, he 
enlisted in the corps at St. Charles on 
the Missouri River. Half French and half 
Omaha Indian, he was chosen as a per, 
rnanent member of the party for his ex, 
perience as a river boatman and Indian 
trader. His skills in translating native 
languages extended to accompanying 
Lewis to Washington, D.C., to interpret 
for Jefferson and visiting Indian chiefs. 

An early name for the drainage was 
"Dog River." While camping on the 
river, a party of early settlers ate dog 



meat in preference to starving. The un, 
popular name was changed to Hood 
River, after Mount Hood, the source of 
the drainage. 

WHITE SALMON RIVER 

"C anoe Creek" was named by the cap, 
tains because several native fishing 
canoes were observed at the mouth of 
the stream. The corps passed and noted 
its size, then continued downstream, 
holding to the northern shore of the Co, 
lumbia. The Lewis and Clark journals 
frequently mention the "white salmon 
trout," but the origin of the present place 
name is less attractive. Migrating salmon 
have a-change in flesh color, from red to 
pinkish white. After spawning in the 
river, the salmon die and decay on the 
river bank. This river's name originated 
with the dead fish that were known to 
float downstream and collect at the 
mouth of the river. 

LITTLE WHITE SALMON RIVER 

T he captains did not observe this drain, 
age but marked its course on the route 
map, based on conjectural information 
obtained from the local inhabitants. 
"Little Lake Creek" was a description 
and not intended as a place name for the 
unseen drainage. The corps camped the 
evening of October 29, 1805, near a 
"Pond" close to the northern shore and 
marked the little lake on their route 
map. The present place name derived 
from its association to the larger up, 
stream drainage in the same region. This 
body of water is now known as Drano 
Lake, but the physiography has been 
changed by backwaters from Bonneville 
Dam and highway construction. 

WIND RIVER 

"N ew Timber River" was later changed 
to "Crusats River," after a member of the 
corp·s, Pierre Cruzatte. Detecting a 
change in climate zones and vegetative 
growth, the captains first named the 
drainage after observing for the first time 
the broad leaf maple. At Fort Clatsop, 
Clark realized that Cruzatte was the only 
member of the corps who had not been 
honored with a place name on the west, 
bound journey. He changed the name on 

the route map ~nd course distance log, 
correcting the oversight. Cruzatte, half 
French and half Omaha Indian, was re, 
cruited by the captains and enlisted in 
the corps at St. Charles on the Missouri 
River. The experienced voyageur and 
Indian trader added to the complement 
of seasoned frontiersmen that comprised 
the party. The one,eyed French boat, 
man had another skill that benefited the 
expedition-he played the fiddle. 

The present descriptive name was 
given by Isaac Stevens in 1853. Factors 
influencing the climate in the region 
are the Columbia River Gorge and the 
prevailing moisture, laden, westerly 
winds from the Pacific Ocean. Strong 
winds surge and ebb through the narrow 
gap in the mountain range. 

C ASCADES OF THE C OLUMBIA 

R ecorded as "Grand Rapid," "Great 
Rapids," and "Great Shute," the Cas, 
cades were the last obstacle on the Co, 
lumbia to challenge the westbound 
corps with a portage. "Shute" was 
Clark's perverse spelling of the French 
"chute," used to describe a narrowed 
channel in a waterway. 

The captains emphasized the word 
"cascades" in their journals but did not 
regard the word as a place name. The 
term became an accepted name after 
continued reference to these falls by 
early trappers and later explorers on the 
river. In 1825 John Work of the Hud, 
son's Bay Company was the first to 
record the place name, "Cascades," to 
describe these falls in the Columbia. 

Four and a half miles long, the Cas, 
cades of the Columbia were separated 
into two sections. The first made a bend 
around a rocky point on the Oregon 
shore, then went into a 2,000,foot,long 
pitch in the river and a 21,foot drop. 
This was called the Upper Cascade. The 
rest of the contracted waterway, the 
Lower Cascade, was a long three,and,a, 
half,mile pitch in the river. The total 
fall of the river,from the head of Upper 
Cascade to the bottom of Lower Cas, 
cade was 45 feet at high water and 36 
feet at low water. 

In 1850 a po,rtage road was built on 
the north side of the river for transpor, 
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tation around the rapids. A railroad car 
pulled by a mule along wooden rails was 
eventually replaced with a steam loco, 
motive. The Cascades blocked naviga, 
tion to the upper river until a 3,000, 
foot, long canal was built around the 
Upper Cascade at Cascade Locks, Or, 
egon. After 15 years of work on the ca, 
nal, navigation on the river was pass, 
able to The Dalles in 1896. These first 
steps in converting the Columbia for 
inland water transportation were later 
replaced with massive federal projects. 
The Cascades and the early locks were 
flooded by backwater from Bonneville 
Dam in 1937. 

CASCADE MOUNTAIN RANGE 

R eferred to as "Wes tern mountains" by 
the captains, they did ~ot attach a spe, 
cific name while describing the moun, 
tain range in their exploration. They 
used the term "cascades" to denote wa, 
terfalls in the mountain range but did 
not attach any specific names to the ter, 
rain or intend the term as a toponym. 
The corps was oriented toward water, 
courses; their place naming reflects the 
importance they attached to recording 
the geography of the river. 

David Douglas, a British botanist, is 
given credit for first recording the name 
"Cascade Range of Mountains" in 1826. 
It is assumed that the range took its 
name from the Cascades of the Colum, 
bia, even though the range extends 
from California into British Columbia. 
Another theory has Douglas naming 
the mountain range for its numerous 
cascades, the largest concentration of 
waterfalls in North America. 

The range was also named by the 
Spanish in 1790. While sailing off the 
coast, Manuel Quimper called them 
"Sierra Madras de San Antonio." As 
mentioned previously, in 1839 Hall 
Kelly tried unsuccessfully to change the 
name to President's Range. 

The Cascade Range dominates the 
geography of the Pacific Northwest and 
divides it into semiarid inland and 
damp coastal provinces. The two sepa, 
rate climatic zones give rise to the wide 
botanical, faunal and cultural diversity 
of the Pacific Northwest. 



In 1916 Castle Rock was renamed 
Bea.con Rock, the name Lewis and Clark 
gave this eroded plug of a volcano, which 
stands at the head of tidewater on the 
Columbia River. 

R DFORD IS A 

" rant Island," close to the southern 
shore of the Columbia, was named by 
the captains because of the large flocks 
of Lesser Canadian Geese they observed 
in the vicinity. Returning eastbound in 
1806, the corps stopped on the island to 
dine prior to heading to the southern 
mainland to camp before attempting 
the portage of the "Grand Rapids." 

Astorians used the name "Strawberry 
Island" in error, referencing Sergeant 
Patrick Gass's journal, when they named 
the landmark. The south end of Bonne
ville Dam is presently on the island, now 
named for the Bradford brothers, who 
operated steamboats on the river. 

AMILTO ISLA D 

" trawberry Island," on the northern 
shore of the river below the "Grand 
Rapids," was a low, fertile island. Clark 
said it seemed to be cultivated with 
woodland strawberry vines. The physi
ography of Hamilton Island was 
changed greatly with the construction 
of Bonneville Dam. During the Depres-

sion President Franklin Roosevelt's 
New Deal started the federal expendi
tures that transformed the Columbia 
and the Pacific Northwest's economy. 

WOODWARD CREEK/ 

,.,..ILTO 

wo small creeks, "beaton rock creek" 
and "Broad Brook," are mentioned in 
the journals, but the names were in
tended more as descriptions than as per
manent place names. Woodward Creek 
and Hamilton Creek on today's topo, 
graphical maps come close to the de
scriptive location and map placement 
made by the captains for these two small 
watercourses. 

BEACON octc 
lark's phonetic form of spelling ere, 

ated some interesting variations of the 
English language. In an era before the 
publication of Webster's Dictionary, 
1814, Clark had no unified standards 
to refer to when he attempted to name 
many geographical features along the 
expedition route. His spelling, "Beaton 
Rock," for "a remarkable high de, 
tached rock" was later corrected by 
Lewis and the print editor of the jour
nals, Nicholas Biddle. 

In 1811 Alexander Ross, of the John 
Jacob Astor expedition, called the 
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eroded vent plug of a volcano after a Eu
ropean castle, "Inshoack Castle." Known 
as "Castle Rock" until 1916, the USBGN 
officially restored the title bestowed on 
the prominent basalt rock by the Corps 
of Discovery. This monolith, second in 
size only to the Rock of Gibraltar, was 
purchased by an heir of Nicholas Biddle 
to preserve the landmark. The famous 
800,foot-high lava monolith stands at 
the head of tidewater on the river in 
Washington's Beacon Rock State Park. 

Pt-iOCA Ro 
ewis and Clark named "Phoca Seal 

rock" for the harbor seal. The 30,foot 
lone rock rises out of the river and de, 
rives its designation from the Greek 
word for "seal." 

In 1841 Charles Wilkes referred to 
the rock as "Hermit Islet." The basalt 
formation in the river was known as 
"Lone Rock" until the USBGN estab
lished its present place name, honoring 
a Lewis and Clark name for the small 
geographical feature in the river. 

Centralia veterinarian Allen "Doc" Wesselius 
is a member of the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation, a board member of the 
foundation's Washington chapter, and a 
longtime enthusiast of the Corps of Discovery 
and Pacific Northwest history. 



rganized in 1900, the Seattle Waitresses Union was one of the first 
women's trade organizations to be chartered under the American Federa, 

~ tion of Labor. Alice Lord, a waitress at Delmonico's in Seattle, recognized 
firsthand the need for a union to improve working conditions. For example, at the 
tum of the century waitresses often worked long hours, sometimes 14 hours a day, 
seven days a week for three to six dollars per week. 

The waitresses helped other women-including garment workers, hotel and 
domestic maids, telephone operators, and lady barbers-to organize and unionize. 
They used such tactics as strikes, negotiation, and lobbying to promote their 
agenda. They lobbied the legislature in Olympia for protective wage and hour laws. 
The "Waitresses Bill" for the eight,hour day passed in 1911 and in 1913 the 
legislature enacted a landmark minimum wage of $10 per week, excluding agricul, 
tural and domestic workers. The pioneering waitresses led the way for rights of 
working women in Washington. 

Our photograph shows the newly organized Seattle Waitresses Union Local 
#240 in the annual Labor Day Parade in Seattle around 1905. 

The Historical Society gladly accepts donations of prints or negatives of regional historical interest to add to its photograph collection. (Please contact the Society before ~ 
making donations.) Readers are invited to submit historical photographs for History Album. If a photograph is to be returned, it must be accompanied by a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. 
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A n overheated cast,iron glue 
pot gave rise in 1889 to the 
biggest fire any Northwest 

city ever experienced. The pot being 
heated by John E. Back, a newly arrived 
Swedish immigrant, bubbled over and 
quickly ignited the turpentine,soaked 
wood shavings on the basement floor of 
Victor Clairmont's small carpenter 
shop. In no time the fire engulfed the 
dilapidated wooden two,story Pontius 
Block building at First Avenue and 
Madison Street. 

The business district in the frontier 
town of Seattle was a mass of crooked, 
narrow streets lined almost exclusively 
with old, wooden buildings made tin, 
der,dry by a particularly hot, nearly 
rainless summer. The city was "pro, 
tected" by a collection of volunteer fire 
departments with little political coordi, 
nation or fire safety planning. Their 
equipment consisted of three engines, 

OPPOSITE PAGE: June 6, 1889, 
found Seattle in the midst of a heat 
wave fanned by dry winds, its fire chief 
in San Francisco, and low water pressure 
coming from inadequate fire hydrants. 

ABOVE: The Great Seattle Fire 
prompted the city council to authorize 
a paid firefighting force on 

October 17, 1889. 

RIGHT: The fire spread southward 
down Front Street. The heat was so 

intense in what is now known as 
Pioneer Square that the frail buildings 
were collapsing even before the fire 
actually reached them. 

three hose carts, and a hook and ladder 
cart. Only two engines and one cart 
were horse drawn. Ironically, fire chief 
Josiah Collins was in San Francisco at a 
fire safety seminar, completely oblivious 
to the dramatic events that would soon 
cost him his job. 

The flames were first seen from 
steamers lying along Seattle's water, 
front. Their captains sounded the alarm 
at a quarter to three on the afternoon of 
June 6, 1889. Soon Engine Company 
No. 1 was attaching two 21/2,inch lines 
to a hydrant at the comer of Front and 
Columbia Streets, two blocks south of 
the fire, while Engine Company No. 2 
dropped a hose under a dock of nearby 
Elliott Bay and took up position at the 
rear of the building. 

With great confidence in the skill of 
their volunteer fire department, which 
had won a good number of firefighting 
contests throughout the Northwest, the 
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gathering crowd let out a cheer as the 
firemen fearlessly raised their hoses to 
the flames. The fire seemed control, 
lable, with the flames just beginning to 
erupt through the north end of the 
building. In fact, just a few months ear, 
lier the Arlington Hotel fire was "in, 
the,red," with flames shooting from a 
third story window and roof, when the 
fire department arrived on the scene. In 
that situation the firemen proved their 
skill by putting down the blaze without 
much trouble. 

There were, however, two problems 
with the Pontius Building fire that 
quickly chilled the onlookers' confi, 
dence. The tide was out and the less, 
than,adequate hydrants were soon 
nearly devoid of water. Before long the 
water pressure was so reduced that a 
stream from the fire hydrant could 
barely reach ten feet. One local wag 
noted that the fire had its way that fate, 
fol day because "a horse could have 
done better" than the feeble streams of 
water slowly trickling from the 
firefighters' limp hoses. 

The hydrants, though distributed 
throughout the business district, were 
nonetheless few in number and defec, 
tive. There was a static downtown water 
pressure of over 120 pounds supplied by 
eight,inch cast,iron water pipes ·con, 
nected to a 4.28,million,gallon reser, 
voir 312 feet directly above Seattle on 
Beacon Hill, but this system could only 
supply three or four good streams ofwa, 
ter, and these were further reduced by 
the small inlets to the hydrants. 



With the loss of water pressure, tele
grams asking for assistance were imme
diately sent to Tacoma and Port Town, 
send, as well as Portland and Victoria. 
Given the distances involved, the calls 
for assistance were fanciful at best. 

As the flames rapidly spread, Seattle's 
mayor, Robert Moran, quickly took con
trol of the situation and organized the 
onlookers into teams to start carrying 
the merchandise from nearby buildings 
to the relative safety of the docks on 
Elliott Bay. Unfortunately, this later 
proved to be a wasted effort. 

Despite the best efforts of an enthusi, 
astic bucket brigade, the flames were 
soon assaulting the nearby wooden 
Denny Block building, which contained 
a well-stocked liquor store and several 
saloons. The volatile contents only en, 
couraged the fire's rapid progress, with 
nearby basements and hallways serving 
as efficient flues to scatter the flames. 

T he inferno quickly moved 
southward down Front Street 
and oon cros ed Fir t Street 

to the Frye Opera House at the com r of 
Front and Marion. The firefighters ex, 
pected the four,st ry brick opera h u e 
t erve as an effi ctive barrier to the fire, 
but its man ard r f (a roof with two 
lope on each of the four ides, the 

1 w r l p c per than the u per one) 
oon ignited, and th building w com

pl t ly Ql.Jtte within minute . h rtly, 
th large Colman Block buil ing, 
two- tory framed building extending 

The flame spread under the 
whan,es, de troying et1ery pitt 
from Unfoersiry tTeet outh {oT 
12 blocks, including all the 
mer handise MQ)'OT Moran's 
wlunteer: had loaded on them 
{oT safekeeping. 

from Marion to Columbia streets, burst 
into flames as well. Burning brands 
soon set fire to buildings below Colum
bia Street and in the rear of the Union 
Block building. 

Blowing up buildings with dynamite 
between Marion and Columbia Streets 
proved unsuccessful in stopping the 
conflagration. The two small streams of 
water available were making little im
pression on the growing fire, and the 
valiant firemen were further demoral
ized by the absence of Josiah Collins just 
when they most needed his leadership. 

To the west the advancing flames 
had enveloped the Commercial Mill 
and numerous warehouses on Colman's 
Wharf facing Marion Street. To the 
north, the Kenyon Block building was 
overwhelmed by the fire so suddenly 
that its occupants had to literally flee for 
their lives. The heat from the Kenyon 
Block quickly ignited the Maddox and 
Griffith Blocks, on the northeast comer 
of Front and Madison Streets. 

Eastward the flames created an un, 
broken wave of fire three blocks wide, 
weeping both north and south and ex

tending fr m econd rreet t_o the 
water1s edge. A the afternoon wore on, 
hitting wind grew tronger, causing the 
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fire to spread even faster and creating 
more havoc for the volunteer firefighters 
and bucket brigades. In only 20 minutes 
the unrelenting flames had engulfed the 
entire block of James Street. 

At four o'clock flames were erupting 
through the tops of buildings, with fire
brands shooting across streets and 
quickly consuming Seattle's central 
business district. To further complicate 
the situation, the streets were filled with 
dry, highly flammable sawdust. 

By half past four the inferno, spread, 
ing south at the rate of a football field 
per hour, had crossed Columbia Street 
and consumed Seattle's densest busi
ness district south ofYesler Way. Roar
ing flames shot hundreds of feet into the 
air as the sun created a macabre purple 
haze surrounding the huge columns of 
thick smoke. Even the store merchan
dise, which had been hurriedly piled in 
the streets for protection, soon ignited. 

The heat became so intense that 
respiration was almost impossible for 



those close to the fire. The und of 
unre trained de auction became ver, 
wh lming as c llap ing building and 
creaming team whi de C0mbin d 

with the general chao preceding th 
roaring flame . I twas s on vident that 
the nly productive cour of ction on 
the outhem periph ry f the fire wa 
for the volume r firefighter nd the 
tunned citizenry to do their be t to 

save valuables from the rapidly ad vane, 
ing flames. 

By five o'clock the fire had spread 
even farther south, reaching two hard, 
ware stores on Front Street that con, 
tained an estimated 20 to 50 tons of 
cartridges. The resulting barrage of bul, 
lets accompanied by exploding oil, 
paint, qnd alcohol drums stopped even 
the most daredevil firefighters for al, 
most an hour. 

At half past six, 12 city blocks and 6 
wharves were a mass of ashes. The fire 
had crossed Cherry Street, and soon the 
flames grew near the Occidental Hotel 

and the new Y esler,Leary Building 
(con eructed of ton , iron and brick) at 

the c mer fFr nt and Y 1 r. Th h t 

wa s; inten e that 6 th building , 
whieh firefi hter ha 1 exp t d to act 
a flr break n t rred burning fr m 
their re pectiv interiors. By now the 
flam had al pread we tward t the 
planking under the ck and wh.arv 
c umin ev ry pier and wh rf fr m 
University Street t Lane Street 12 
blocks south, as well as all the merchan, 
dise Mayor Moran's volunteers had la, 
boriously loaded on them. 

T he most insidious threat 
posed by the fire centered on 
the area between Y esler 

Way and King Street, in what is now 
called Seattle's Pioneer Square district. 
Over 150 hotels, as well as houses of ill 
repute and rooming houses, had been 
haphazardly built on pilings to keep 
their ground floors above Elliott Bay's 
highest tides. The fire rapidly spread un, 
der the pilings and then exploded up, 
ward with such velocity that hundreds 
of startled residents barely escaped with 
their lives much less their worldly be, 
longings. In fact, the heat was so intense 
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that the frail buildings began collapsing 
even before the fire reached them. 

The northern reaches of the confla, 
gration were finally contained at Uni, 
versity Street around 8:30 that night. 
One of the local newspapers recounted 
these events, noting that, 

While the bucket migade was engaged m 
·aving . .. [a] home ( which caught fire 
50 or 60 time ), the firemen threw the 
burning sidewalk on the west iae of the 
street over the cliff. The planking in the 
roadway was ripped up and there was 
no more food for the flame .... 

Volume r bu k t brigade h av d 
both the B t n Block and Col nial 
buildings, even though each caught fire 
on numerous occasions. Although the 



courthouse smoked from the heat of the 
nearby fire, it never burned. The pala, 
tial Yesler Mansion and the Catholic 
Church were also courageously saved 
from almost certain destruction. And, 
thankfully, a very tired 200,man bucket 
brigade had prevented the flames from 
encroaching into the hillside's vulner, 
able wooden residential district. 

A t 9:30 an inlet of Elliott Bay 
at the south end of town was 
the only barrier that stopped 

the southward advancing flames. The 
fire had engulfed everything else in its 
path, destroying every building to its 
foundation. 

That evening, Canadian fire chief 
Thomas Deasy had arrived from 
Victoria and positioned his men along 
the waterfront with a steamer and a hose 
car. The steamship Fleetwood brought 
another steam engine from Olympia, 
and around midnight a train arrived 
from Portland with a third steam engine 
and apparatus. It was too little too late. 
Volunteers from other cities provided 
valuable service, but in the end they 
could do little to stop the fire. 

The Great Seattle Fire provided a 
spectacle throughout the Puget Sound 

basin as people from over 50 miles away 
watched the billowing smoke darken the 
mid,afternoon sun and the red glare re, 
fleet through the night like a glimmering 
aurora borealis. The fire eventually 
burned itself out, except for the bunkers 
containing over 300 tons of coal that 
burned for several more days. The hazy 
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ABOVE: The fire incinerated 
66 blocks in all before finally 
extinguishing itself in the tide flats 
where Safeco Field stands today. 

BELOW: Photographers had to move 
quickly to document the destruction, 
as work crews wasted no time in 
razing the burned-out hulks to begin 
reconstruction. 



dawn found many exhausted and bewil
dered Seattle residents gazing in disbelief 
at the devastated remains of their city. 

Although not a single life was lost, 
the conflagration razed 66 blocks of tin
der-dry real estate valued at $15 million. 

The next morning Seattle's Post, 
Intelligencer editorialized that 

the very heart and center of the city ... is 
this morning a glowing heap of ashes. 
But a single business building, the Bos, 
ton Block, is left standing. Every bank, 
every wholesale house, every hotel, ev, 
ery newspaper office and nearly every 
store has been swept out of existence .... " 

Even the firemen's prized fire station 
burned to the ground. The only imme
diate positive note was that the inferno 
had efficiently rid Seattle of an esti
mated one million rats. 

T he Seattle fire was big news 
around the world. Approxi
mately $120,000 in relief 

funds arrived on the back of news re
ports of the little frontier town valiantly 
trying to rebuild itself. Longer term ben
efits of the fire included placing Seattle 
on the map and, with the influx of 
people during the rebuilding effort, in
creasing the city's population from ap
proximately 23,000 hardy souls of vari
ous descriptions to over 43,000 in the 
official census the following year. This 

made Seattle the largest city in Wash
ington, strengthening its appeal as a 
candidate for the hotly contested termi
nus of the Great Northern railroad. 

In the aftermath of the conflagration, 
the fire department came into its own as 
a professional operation. The firefighters 
employed a temporary frame and canvas 
structure on University Street until a 
new firehouse could be constructed. Fol
lowing Chief Collins's resignation, J. F. 
McDonald was elected acting chief, and 
in August the city council finally autho
rized the establishment of a full-time, 
paid fire department. 

During his limited tenure McDonald 
installed a complete Gamewell fire 
alarm telegraph system and purchased 
two Ahrens 700-gallons-per-minute 
steamers and a double 80-gallon Cham
pion chemical engine. Additionally, to 
better protect the wharves and piers, 
the city fathers approved the construc
tion of a $35,000 fireboat, the Snoqual
mie, which by 1891 was berthed at the 
foot of Madison Street with Hose 
Company No. 5. 

On October 21 the city council ap
pointed Gardner Kellogg the first official 
fire chief of the new professional Seattle 
Fire Department. His first task was to 
complete construction of six new fire
houses in the year following the fire. 

The fire also helped settle a major 
debate regarding Seattle's water sys
tem. Originally, Seattle's water was 
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The Yesler-Leary Building and 
the Occidental Hotel proved poor 
firebreaks when both buildings' 
interiors ignited from the 
conflagration's intense heat. 

provided by a number of privately 
owned and operated water systems, of 
which the politically well-connected 
Spring Hill Water System was the larg
est. Public versus private water was 
now being hotly debated. A more de
pendable and cleaner gravity-fed water 
system bringing water in from the Ce
dar River, south of the city limits, was 
proposed by those citizens lobbying for 
public ownership of the growing city's 
water supply. 

In the end, because of the hydrants' 
failure to supply the needed water to 
fight the fire, Seattle's citizenry opted to 
establish a publicly owned and operated 
water system. And a more fireproof 
brick, iron and stone downtown busi
ness district was built over the city's ru
ins. The streets were made wider and 
straighter, and the city began attracting 
the spirited new citizens it would need 
in order to develop into the Northwest's 
premier city. All things considered, the 
Great Seattle Fire of 1889 was a blessing 
in disguise for the little frontier town on 
the shore of Elliott Bay. 

Kent R. Davies is a free-lance writer living in 
LaConner, Washington. 



Varying Viewpoints and 
Versions of the 1811 Journey 

to Astoria 
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0 NJUNE 16, 1810,North WestCompanypartner 
David Thompson crossed east over the Rocky 
Mountains via Howse Pass, en route to Fort 
William on Lake Superior. Thompson had 

spent the winter at Saleesh House, the trading post he had 
founded among the Flathead Indians, and was bound for the 
North West Company's annual Rendezvous, the great mid, 
summer gathering at which furs from the West were ex, 
changed for trading goods brought up from Montreal. On July 
22, hi!S eastward journey almost complete, Thompson was 
forestalled by a Nor'west emissary at Rainy Lake House; he 
was to leave his furs there, return west and proceed to the 
mouth of the Columbia River, where John Jacob Astor's 
Pacific Fur Company was planning to erect the trading post 
which would become known as Astoria. Waylaid by hostile 
Piegan Indians, deserted by several of his men, and then 
forced to camp in the mountains until the spring thaw, 
Thompson did not complete the final leg of this journey, 
from Kettle Falls to the Pacific, until the summer of 1811. 

Leaving the falls on July 3 in command of seven men and 
accompanied by two native interpreters, Thompson traveled 
by canoe down the Columbia, stopping at several Indian 
settlements along the way. He reached the river's estuary on 
July 15 and there found the Astorians, who had arrived in 
March after a voyage around Cape Horn aboard the Pacific 
Fur Company vessel, Tonquin. Thompson remained at the 
new post until July 22, when he began his return journey, 
accompanied at first by a Pacific Fur Company party under the 
command of David Stuart. The two groups parted company 
on July 31; Thompson and his men followed the Columbia to 
its junction with the Snake, ascended this river for two days, 
and then followed an overland path to the North West 
Company's Spokane House, where they arrived on August 13. 

This episode, in which the maritime and overland fur 
trades of the West converged, is one of the hinges on which 
the history of the Pacific Northwest turns, and we are fortu, 
nate that it is recorded in several primary sources. Thompson 
himself has left three complete accounts of his journey. The 
first is the journal he kept as he traveled, and which is pre, 
served among the almost 100 closely written notebooks that 
contain the raw material of his remarkable life. Thirty,six 
years later, when living in uneasy retirement in Montreal, 
Thompson penned two more accounts of his Columbia jour, 
ney. These were composed for the great narrative of his life in 
the West, the Travels; the first of these Travels texts was 
written between July 25 and August 2, 1847, and the second 
between November 20 and December 31 of the same year. 
The Travels would not be published in Thompson's lifetime; 
it first appeared in print in 1916, under the editorship of J.B. 
Tyrrell, as David Thompson's Narrative of His Explorations in 

OPPOSITE PAGE: During his last five years in the 
West, Thompson traversed the Rocky Mountains · 

several times; the most arduous of these crossings was 
his 1810-1811 journey through Athabasca Pass. 

Western America, 1784,1812. A second edition was pub, 
lished in 1962, edited by Richard Glover. 

Three supporting characters, all associated with Astor's 
concern, supplement the accounts of our principal actor 
with narratives of their own. The French Canadian clerk 
Gabriel Franchere was the first into print in 1820, with his 
grandly titled Relation d' un voyage a 1.a cote du nord ouest de 
l' Amerique septentrionale, dans les annees 1810, 11 , 12, 13 et 
14 Uoumal of a Voyage on the North West Coast of North 
America during the Years 1811, 1812, 1813 and 1814) while 
Adventures of the First Settlers on the Oregon or Columbia River, 
by the Scottish,Canadian trader Alexander Ross, appeared 
in 1849, even as Thompson was working on his own narra, 
tive. In our own days the manuscript post journal kept by 
Pacific Fur Company partner Duncan McDougall has been 
published as Annals of Astoria ( 1999). 

Paradoxically, the presence of several accounts tends to 
cloud rather than clarify our picture of what occurred during 
the summer of 1811, for the richness of the available sources 
is matched by their divergent perspectives. These differences 
have to do largely with the nature and meaning of Thomp, 
son's voyage. A partnership agreement between the North 
West Company and the Pacific Fur Company had fallen 
through while both parties were en route to the mouth of the 
Columbia, and neither Thompson nor his Astorian hosts 
seem to have been entirely certain whether they were part, 
ners or rivals. The texts attest to a dance of mutual distrust 
performed by the respective agents. Thompson and 
McDougall eschew any mention of business arrangements in 
their journals of 1811, and indeed exchanged letters affirm, 
ing the former partnership. 

In their retrospective works, both Franchere and Ross 
portray Thompson as an enemy agent. Ross complains with 
some pique of the free access afforded Thompson during his 
Astoria sojourn, while Franchere reports that Thompson, in 
an attempt to discourage the Astorians from extending trade 
upriver, conveyed to his hosts an exaggeratedly unfavorable 
account of the inland country. For their part, Thompson's 
184 7 Travels accounts are ambiguous, and indeed have been 
cited by historians to support mutually exclusive interpreta, 
tions of the purpose of Thompson's trip. Aside from these 
differences of interpretation, our several sources also disagree 
on many matters of fact. For example, while Thompson and 
Ross agree that the Astorians' Sandwich Island laborer, 
Coxe, was exchanged for a North West Company voyageur 
named Boulard, Thompson gives the date of the trade as July 
22, and Ross as July 31. 

It should not surprise us that the records of agents of the 
two great fur trading firms differ in many respects, given the 
unclear nature of their relationship to one other, their dif ... 
fering interests and divergent perspectives. Yet, discrepan, 
cies occur not only between the Nor'wester Thompson and 
his Astorian counterparts but also within Thompson's nar, 
ratives themselves. Over the course of three texts and 36 
years, Thompson's account of what happened on his Astoria 
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journey, especially during his time with the Astorians, 
changes in ways that are not always consistent with one 
another. These differences suggest to us the intentions and 
motivations that lay behind both Thompson's original voy
age and his later representation of that journey. 

T HE TEXTUAL DEVELOPMENT of a single encounter 
during Thompson's journey can stand for many 
others. Late on July 9 the Nor'westers' voyage 
took them past encampments of Umatilla Indi

ans, whom Lewis and Clark had encountered in October 
1805. The Umatilla were suffering from chronic 
disease and starvation, and the 1811 journal 
reports sparely, "Passed in all about 80 fami
lies in small straggling camps." The two 
Travels texts of 184 7, by contrast, contain 
full accounts of a visit with these mysteri
ous people; in both versions Thompson 
puts ashore near a group of about ten 
families, is approached by two fearful old 
men, while other Umatilla people anx
iously linger in the background. 

In reworking his material from one 
Travels draft to the next Thompson both 
adds new material and changes some sig
nificant details. In the first account he re
lates only the bare facts of the encounter, 

more accurate. The encounter with the Umatilla is a narra
tive void in the contemporary account of 1811; the journal 
entry is evocative, but tells us nothing of an encounter. 
Thirty-six years had elapsed between the event and its narra
tion in the first Travels draft, and only five months between 
this draft and the next. While not impossible, it is unlikely 
that Thompson suddenly remembered his encounter with 
the Umatilla "correctly" in late 1847. 

Rather, the changes reflect an evolving narrative strategy. 
Thompson kept journals both for his own personal record and 

for the composition of official reports to his employers, 
whereas he wrote his narrative with the general 
"".<! reading public in mind, and as an accomplished 

C?.p.>- storyteller he knew what would elicit re
~ 'fr sponse. Here Thompson moves from the 

,..,(fl realm of reportage to that of literary inven
~· tion, and so the encounter with the 
~ Umatillas is transformed from a journal's 
{. passing reference into a full and compel
! ling narrative exercise, which engages 
~ the reader and imbues the Travels with 
; · awe, horror and mystery. Whether the 

} record accurately reflects the events that 
J occurred on July 9, 1811, is now irrelevant; 

~-l literary effect is of paramount importance. 
/ History has accorded Thompson many 

h~. roles, and one popular biography is fittingly 
mentioning no other member of his 
own party, while in the second he adds a 
short reflection on the meeting; he 
notes that the group appeared to be 
composed of idle outcasts and mentions 
that his usually dutiful interpreter re

In his 1820 Relation d'un 

subtitled, Fur Trader, Explorer, Geogra
pher. He often deftly juggles these three 
functions in his writings, and as we trace 
the story of the voyage to the Pacific 
from his journal through both drafts of 
the Travels, we can detect subtle changes 
in the writer's occupational guise. 

voyage ... , Astor's French-Canadian 
clerk Gabriel Franchere expressed 
distrust of Thompson's motives for 

descending the Columbia River. 

fused to address them. 
But more significant than these additions are the changes 

that Thompson makes. In the first 184 7 account he writes 
"when close to me [the pipe] was lighted, we smoked, and [I] 
handed it to them, they then sat up and smoked." In the 
second he states "they did not smoke with us," and Thomp
son instead leaves them an offering of tobacco. Thompson 
also changes his description of the figures who lurk behind 
the two men. In the former account he describes a scene in 
which "all the Men and Women were a short distance be
hind," while in the latter he asserts that "close behind the 
men three women crawled on their knees; lifting up their 
hands to me, as if supplicating for their lives." 

These changes, while subtle, alter significantly the depic
tion of the Umatillas. By deciding in the end that these 
people did not smoke with him after all, Thompson makes 
them unique among the groups he encountered in the course 
of his Columbia journey; even the tribes who attempted to 
ambush and rob him at The Dalles shared the pipe with him 
beforehand, while the addition of the three supplicating 
women adds to the eeriness and pathos of the situation. This 
is not likely a case of Thompson's memory becoming ever 

In his journal entry for July 3, the day of departure, Thomp
son indicates that the purpose of the journey is "to explore [the 
Columbia] River, in order to open out a Passage for the 
Interiour Trade with the Pacific Ocean," and the correspond
ing statement in the first Travels account seems identical: "We 
were ready now to survey this River to the Pacific Ocean, and 
thereby open out a trade to the interior countries." Both state
ments affirm the mercantile impetus behind the voyage, but a 
subtle ( and perhaps unconscious) semantic shift has occurred. 
In the journal Thompson writes that the river would be ex
plored "in order" that trade can proceed, and in the first Trav
els text states that the survey would "thereby" open trade. The 
relative positions of trade and geography are reversed, as the 
process of surveying takes precedence over the anticipated 
commercial result. This shift becomes more obvious in the 
second Travels text. On the day of departure Thompson refers 
to the trip as "our voyage to the Pacific Ocean," makes no 
mention whatsoever of trade, and adds the misleading state
ment, "The River before us [was] wholly unknown to us." No 
longer a mission to establish trading links, the trip is now 
framed more as an exploration of uncharted territory. 
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These respective stated intentions govern the way that 
the voyage is told in the three texts. As the party approaches 
Astoria, the journal contains several hints that the Pacific is 
near; Thompson hears news of the Tonquin's arrival, sees 
seals, and measures a two-foot tide fall. On the morning of 
July 15 he writes that his men shave and "arrange" them
selves in preparation for arrival at Astoria. The journal record 
of the last leg of the journey is as follows: 

... to Pt Tongue, but as the wind was blowing from the Sea 
very hard, we made a Portage of abt 100 Y ds over this Tongue 
& again embarked, Co to the Ho S50W 12M. At 1 Pm, 
thank God for our safe arrival, we came to the House of Mr 
Astors Company ... 

Thompson makes no mention of having seen the Pacific 
Ocean, nor does he meditate on reaching his destination 
further than to offer thanks. This simple arrival at Astoria is 
in keeping with the tone of the journal. Given that the 
stated reason for the voyage is to open a passage for interior 
trade, the mission is accomplished not in arriving at the 
coast but in mapping the unknown parts of the river and 
meeting with natives. The culmination of this work would 
be increased trading links between the North West Com
pany and these peoples. 

In the first text of 184 7, Thompson drops fewer hints that 
his party is nearing the sea. He omits mention of the Tonquin's 
arrival and the tide fall but does remark on the seals and the 
bad language a Chinookan chief had learned from white sail
ors. Unlike the 1811 journal, here Thompson links his arrival 

In his Travels; Thompson 
sarcastically desc.ribes the Pacific 
Fur Company's post at the mouth 

of the Columbia River as "four 
low Log Huts, the fat famed Fort 

Astoria of the United States ." 

at Astoria to a view of the Pacific, stating that his party "went 
about eighteen miles to Tongue Point, on the left side, in view 
of the Pacific Ocean" before going to the trading post. 

In the second text of 1847, Thompson again obtains his 
view of the Pacific oh July 15, the day of arrival, but the 
vision is expanded considerably: 

... on the 15th near noon we arrived at Tongue Point ... and 
brought us to a full view of the Pacific Ocean; which to me was 
a great pleasure, but my Men seemed disappointed; they had 
been accustomed to the boundless horizon of the great Lakes of 
Canada, and their high rolling waves; from the Ocean they 
expected a more boundless view, a something beyond the power 
of their senses which they could not describe .. .. 

In the journal the Pacific is not seen, in the first Travels 
account it is seen only, and here it is both a source of pleasure 
and the occasion for a meditation on space. Thompson is 
clearly "working up" his arrival. 

D ET AILS ARE FURTHER altered in Thompson's story 
of his activities while a guest at Astoria. We have 
seen how spare the 1811 journal can be in the 
entry on the Umatillas, and the account of the 

week at the post is pregnant with silence. Indeed, it is com
posed almost entirely of descriptions of the weather, and 
historian Jack Nisbet observes aptly that the journal entries 
for the Astoria visit "sound like nothing so much as a man on 
holiday." The one event of note mentioned in the journal is 
a visit made on July 18, when, Thompson records, the 
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David Thompson's 
July 9, 1811, 

encounter with the 
Umatilla Indians on 

the Columbia River is 
reported differently in 

each of his three 
accounts. 

Astorians took him to the villages of their Chinook neigh, 
bors and then to a great hill where he enjoyed "an extensive 
view of the Ocean & the Coast South[war]d." 

The first Travels account likewise contains little informa, 
tion about Thompson's stay with his Pacific Fur Company 
companions. While Thompson commented on the customs 
and mores of the natives who lived about the mouth of the 
Columbia and described the Chinook and Clatsop villages, his 
visit of July 18 is not mentioned explicitly. Indeed, Thompson's 
sole reference to his Astoria activities is found when he notes 
that he had measured the size of two pines and a raspberry bush. 

The second account of 184 7 contains a discussion of several 
general topics, such as the Columbia's course, local vegeta, 
tion, the Chinook and Clatsop villages, and the nature of river 
channels. Reference is made neither to a visit to the Chinook 
village nor to the measurement of trees. Thompson states in, 
stead that he made a special excursion on July 16, the day after 
his arrival: "In my canoe with my Men I went to Cape Disap, 
pointment, which terminates the course of this River." 

Of course, once Thompson is at Astoria, our other witnesses 
begin to weigh in. What have Franchere, Ross and McDougall 
to say about their visitor from the east? Ross and Franchere agree 
that Thompson and his party arrived shortly before noon on July 
15, as Thompson himself reports in his 1811 journal. Franchere 
writes of a large canoe, with a flag at the stem, rounding Tongue 
Point, while Ross describes Thompson's party as "dashing down 
the Columbia in a light canoe." 

Of Thompson's activities during his week at the post, 
Franchere notes that the Nor'wester took several astronomical 
observations, and Ross, as already noted, states that he was 

afforded full access to the post for the length of his stay. N ei, 
ther mentions a field trip, whether to the Chinook village, the 
great hill behind it, or Cape Disappointment. Aside from 
Thompson's 1811 text, Duncan McDougall's post journal is 
the only surviving record that was kept during the Nor'wester's 
stay. McDougall writes on July 15 that "Mr. Thomson of the 
N.W.Co. in Canada, arrived about 1 P.M. in a Cedar 
Canoe ... manned by eight Men." Thompson's name appears 
three more times in the post journal before he leaves on July 
22: on July 1 7 McDougall notes that an Astorian hunting party 
is accompanied by "two of Mr. Thomson's best hunters," while 
on July 21 he writes of "preparations making for Messrs. 
Thompson & D. Stuart's departure." Most pertinent to our 
discussion, though, is McDougall's entry ofJuly 19: 

In the morning, Messrs. Thomson & D. Stuart went over to 

visit the Tshinook village, and in order that the farmer might 
have a view of the sea, they returned in the afternoon but were 
not fortunate enough to see either of the Chiefs. 

So, the only activities of Thompson's, besides his arrival 
and departure, that are corroborated by other sources are his 
taking of astronomical observations and the visit to the Chi, 
nook village (although Thompson records that this excur, 
sion took place on July 18 and MacDougall a day later). That 
the measurement of trees should not be remarked upon by 
other witnesses is unsurprising, but the absence of the visit to 
Cape Disappointment in all texts but Thompson's second 
Travels draft should give us pause. 

T HERE IS NO evidence that Thompson did not 
make the journey to Cape Disappointment, but it 
is most suggestive that it appears only in this latter 
Travels account, in which Thompson's geogra, 

pher persona is ascendant. Thompson himself calculated, as 
he viewed the mouth of the Columbia from the great hill, 
that Astoria lay seven miles upriver from the cape, and he is 
careful to note in his final account that the cape "terminates" 
the course of the Columbia. So, a trip to the cape conve, 
niently completes Thompson's act of navigating the entire 
length of the great river. 

Cape Disappointment also provides Thompson with an 
occasion to consider his legacy, and he posits his arrival there 
as the culmination of his epic surveying work in the West: 

Thus I have fully completed the survey of this part of North 
America from sea to sea, and by almost innumerable astro, 
nomical Observations have determined the positions of the 
Mountains, Lakes and Rivers, and other remarkable places of 
the northern part of this Continent; the Maps of all of which 
have been drawn, and laid down in geographical position, being 
now the work of twenty seven years. 

The shift from the mercantile to the geographical is com, 
pleted here; Thompson stakes his claim to greatness not in 
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the field of commerce, but that of science, and proposes that 
his legacy is not the furtherance of the European trading 
project but the expansion of human knowledge. Thompson 
also uses this moment as the apex of his Travels as a whole. 
His arrival at the Pacific finally ends the relentless movement 
of his work, for he can go no farther west. 

Changes from the journal through the two drafts of the 
Travels transform the nature of both the voyage and its narra, 
tion. Thompson had told the story of a fairly conventional 
trading expedition, though not one without its dangers; this 
story becomes a saga of perilous exploration to the edge of the 
continent in the interests of learning. Whereas in the jour, 
nals Thompson had to assume the persona of a trader, the 
Travels reveals the heart of a surveyor, and we may agree with 
Franchere's assessment of Thompson "il voyageait plutot en 
geographe, qu'en commer~ant de pelleteries." Indeed he was 
more geographer than fur trader, and his transformation of a 
disjointed, private, immediate record of a trading mission 
into a coherent, public, retrospective tale of adventure pro, 
claims his deepest vocation. 

Still, the most striking aspect of the development of the 
voyage to the Pacific is Thompson's overt invention of real, 
ity. The encounter with the Umatillas emerges from the void 
of the journals to become a fully developed piece of a coher, 
ent narrative, but its status as fact is unstable. Thompson's 
versions are not easily reconciled with one another, let alone 
with the several records kept by his hosts. 

A final, intriguing inconsistency in the versions of 
Thompson's voyage to Astoria concerns the staking of a most 
literal claim. The journal for July 9, 1811, reads: 

At 6: 10 AM set off ... to the Junction of the Shawpatin [Snake] 
River with this, the Columbia. Here I erected a small pole with 
a half sheet of Paper well tied about it, with these words on it: 
Know hereby that this country is claimed by Great Britain as 
part of it's Territories and that the NW Company of Merchants 
from Canada, finding the Factory for this People inconvenient 
for them, do hereby intend to erect a Factory in this Place for the 
Commerce of the Country around. D. Thompson. Junction of 
the Shawpatin River with the Columbia, July 8th, 1811. 

Stuart's Pacific Fur Company party found this claim on 
August 14, after they and Thompson's crew had parted. Stuart 
read Thompson's note as a suggestion that the Nor'westers 
and Astorians divide the trade of the plateau region, the 
former working north up the Columbia and the latter east 
along the Snake ( a suggestion Stuart did not follow). 
\ So far so good. But in the early 1840s Thompson was to 

participate in the fractious and bellicose debates surrounding 
the "Oregon Question," and his story would at least appear 
to change. Writing in 1842 to Charles Bagot, the British 
governor of Canada, Thompson asserts, "In 1811 I went 
down the Columbia to Astoria and hoisted the British Flag, 
and above this place allowed no other Flag." Similarly, in an 
1845 letter to Sir James Alexander, a British army captain 

stationed at Montreal, he writes, "In 1811 I went down the 
Columbia River and then placed the British Flag at their [the 
Astorians'] door." 

Q 
UITE ASIDE FROM the fact that the claim is staked 
with a "half sheet of Paper" in the 1811 journal 
and a Union Jack in the letters of the 1840s, the 
ambiguity of Thompson's assertions is troubling. 
In the first instance, his words could be taken to 

say that the flag was hoisted on the way to Astoria, so that 
"this place" denotes not the Pacific Fur Company post but the 
site of the claim. In the second, "at their door" could be 
interpreted as referring to the junction of the Columbia with 
the Snake, albeit in the most broadly figurative sense possible. 
Thompson is not, then, breaking the letter of the truth but 
does offend its spirit, and whatever he meant, he was under, 
stood to be stating that the claim was staked at Astoria itself; 
a contributor to the Montreal Gazette writes in January 1846: 

. .. having learned from the Indians that white people had settled 
near the sea coast, on the estuary of the Columbia River, in the 
fall of 1810, Mr Thompson determined to go down and see who 
they were; and accordingly, he immediately went down the 
Columbia River, and arrived at the settlement in July, 1811 , 
and found the celebrated Fort Astoria to consist of four or five 
low, rude log huts; and there, in front of them, planted the 
British flag, which remained flying and undisturbed till he left. 

Now we have entered the realm of pure fiction. Of course, 
in the period between 1840 and 1846 Thompson's presence in 
the Columbia basin was used to support the British claim to 
Oregon. After the Treaty of Washington in June 1846 
awarded the entire lower Columbia to the United States, it 
became quite irrelevant whether Thompson had hoisted any, 
thing, either at Astoria or at the junction with the Snake, and 
his claim,staking slipped quietly from his Travels narrative. 

Both Franchere and Ross openly accused Thompson of 
mendacity in his discouraging account of the inland country. 
Similar accusations of unreliability in the reporting of facts 
were to dog Thompson throughout his life. Upon examining 
the several versions of the 1811 Columbia journey, one is hard 
put to avoid such a conclusion. Thompson's accounts seem to 
be determined less by objective reality than by the aims he 
hoped to achieve, whether these be the exclusion of the Pa, 
cific Fur Company from the Upper Columbia in 1811, the 
exclusion of the Americans from the Oregon Territory in 
1845, the affirmation of his greatness as an explorer and sur, 
veyor, or the entertainment of his readers with a well,told 
tale. To read only Thompson's final version is to have but a 
piece of a much larger story; to open the door into this broader 
narrative is to gain a glimpse into the very mind of the writer. 

William Moreau, a seminarian with the Congregation of Saint Basil, is 
currently preparing an edition of the writings of David Thompson for 
the Champlain Society and McGill,Queen' s University Press. 
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POWER 
& PLACE 
in the North 

American West 
Edited by 

Richard White and 
John M. Fiadlay 

Power and Place 
in the North American West 
Edited by Richard White and John M. Findlay. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999; 
312 pp., $35. 

Reviewed by Michael McKenzie. 

The American West is a place of power. The book under 
review is an excellent compendium of the various contexts 
of western power and how it plays out in society and culture. 

In the West, the memories of European power sweeping down upon 
indigenous peoples are still fresh and sharp. James Ronda's contribu
tion to Power and Place, "Coboway's Tale," takes us to that piece of 
land just west of Astoria where the great Columbia River pours its 
energy and power into an ocean that, just as obstinately, battles 
back. This small piece ofland became a classic intersection of power 
and empire, illustrating that "power is always in motion, sweeping 
from place to place with restless energy." 

Mourning for lost places is, of course, not limited to Coboway, or 
to his Clatsop people. Whether expressed in the eloquence of 
memories of places lost to urban sprawl, to four- lane highways, or to 
increased population, it is peculiarly western to talk in terms made 
famous by Oregon's late governor, Tom McCall: "Please come to 
visit, but don't stay." Hal Rothman's chapter nicely captures that 
attitude about pride of place. Whether expressed by residents of 
Seattle or, as in Rothman's example, the people of Sun Valley, 
Idaho, western ambivalence toward tourism is profound. Rothman 
gets it exactly correct when he states that the typical western atti
tude toward tourism is a "mixture of resignation, nostalgia, and 
genuine feelings of dislocation" that make up a "devil's bargain." 

Sociologists and political scientists will join historians in an 
appreciation for Power and Place. Take, for example, the treatment 
of governmental policies regarding race during World War II, espe
cially when western society had to come to grips with overt racism 
against Asian-Americans. 

Power and Place ends provocatively with Virginia Scharffs 
"Lighting Out for New Territory," an essay that sees the mobility of 
women as a triumph over the West itself. And while granting her 
point, I have my own ambivalence. From across a continent, I feel 
the power of that place of my own origins, the pull of a place called 
the West. And it is that pull that makes Power and Place not only a 
good read, but a book that courts our soul and brings to mind once 
again the notion of a homeland. 

Michael McKenzie is a native of the Pacific Northwest who teaches at Keuka 
College in New York. 

THE 
REVEREND 

MARI< 
MATTHEWS 

An Actifflt in the 
Progressive Era 
By Dale E. Soden 

The Reverend Mark Matthews 
An Activist in the Progressive Era 
By Dale E. Soden. Seattle: University of Wash
ington Press, 2000; 288 pp., $30. 

Reviewed by Tony Bamonte. 

D ale Soden's book on Mark Matthews is an excellent way to 
understand Seattle's historical and political affairs from 
1902 to 1940. It is more than a biography, it is a sensational 

study of one man's influence on a city. Matthews's charismatic 
management style and often questionable manipulation of people 
radically set him apart from other clergymen of the time. He was 
arrogant, self-centered, and exceedingly harsh toward people with 
conflicting opinions. However, his skills as an orator and writer 
were almost unsurpassed in his day and he used his talents liberally 
to fight for Seattle's lower and middle classes. During an era of 
"flappers" and the introduction of the automobile, Matthews cut a 
flashy image in early Seattle with his diamond stickpin, black frock, 
and six-foot-five inch frame. Despite the fact that Seattle was the 
least churched region in the country, filled as it was with loggers, 
miners, and fishermen, Matthews moved easily in a world often 
antagonistic toward the clergy. 

When Mark Matthews, a young, fiery minister from the South, 
moved to Seattle in 1902, its population was less than 85,000. He 
worked hard to build Seattle's First Presbyterian Church into one of 
the largest congregations in the nation, and he thereby simulta
neously became, over the next 38 years, one of Seattle's most pow
erful religious and political leaders. Matthews brought with him a 
Protestant work ethic and a strong conviction about what consti
tuted moral behavior. He committed himself to the blending of 
Christianity with politics. Churches, he believed, should have a 
strong influence over who held public office and how public ser
vants should conduct themselves. Within his church he was re
spected, loved, and obeyed. His message was broadcast loudly and 
regularly from the pulpit and local papers.To enhance his cause, he 
became the founder of the first church-built radio station in the 
world, and it covered a radius of over 1,500 miles. His charisma and 
outspoken courage soon gained a national audience, and his social 
circle widened to include several United States presidents and nu
merous statesmen. He also numbered the impoverished among his 
friends and followers. 

In addition to being interesting, Soden's book is also an educa
tion in Seattle history. Matthews was far ahead of his time in many 
ways. In his description of Matthews's stand on prohibition, Soden 
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observes: "Matthews ... frequently proposed the coffeehouse as a 
substitute for the tavern. Approximately 80 years ahead of its time, 
the idea of the coffeehouse appealed to Matthews as a possible 
alternative for the saloon-goer." Each chapter brings similar sur
prises and information. The book would serve as an excellent re
source for those interested in a study of distinctive management 
styles and political successes. Because of Matthews's many inspira
tional concepts, Soden's book could also become a guide to today's 
religious leaders and a source for excellent sermon material. It would 
be difficult to read this book without having thoughts of recom
mending it to others. 

Tony Bamonte is author of two books and co-author of five others with his 
wife, Suzanne. 

Current and Noteworthy 
By Robert C. Carriker, Book Review Editor 

Author Tony Bamonte has the instincts of a policeman 
when it comes to uncovering nuggets of eastern Washing
ton history. A former sheriff of Pend Oreille County 

(1978-1991), Bamonte made his first investigation into historical 
records when he wrote Sheriffs: 1911-1989, a History of Murders in 
the Wilderness of Washington's Last County (1991). Timothy Egan 
later turned the story of how Bamonte solved the nation's oldest 
active murder case, the 1935 killing of a Newport, Washington, 
marshal, into a national best seller called Breaking Blue. ( See 
COLUMBIA 6/4:46.) Lately, Bamonte has formed a publishing 
company and co-authored his three most recent books with his 
wife, Suzanne. 

Manito Park: A Reflection of Spokane's Past (Spokane: Tornado 
Creek Publications, 1998; 128 pp., $12.95) is an amazing compila
tion of information about early 20th-century Spokane. In 1907 
Spokane had more miles of electric railroad track than any city in 
America, including Los Angeles, which placed second. As the city 
expanded, the park board hired the highly respected Olmstead 
Brothers firm of Brookline, Massachusetts, to make recommenda
tions for an overall park system. Manito Park became one result of 
the Olmstead report and the jewel of the city's park system, which 
it remains today. Once the site of a zoo, a castle, and a spring-fed 
lake, the park today is most noteworthy for its formal gardens. 
Ninety-four historic photographs make it easy for the reader to 
follow the growth of the park and revisit the city of Spokane during 
its "Age of Elegance." 

A larger format book than the one on Manito Park, Spokane and 
the Inland Northwest: Historical Images (Spokane: Tornado Creek 
Publications, 1999; 336 pages, $49.95) is the largest collection of 

historic photographs for northeastern Washington, with more than 
twice as many images as there are pages. There are a dozen chapters, 
but nine-five on northeastern Washington counties and four on 
northern Idaho counties-reach beyond Spokane. This is an amaz
ing collection of illustrations that the authors culled from both 
private and archival collections. For an equally good collection of 
mostly unpublished images, but with a different slant, see Wilfred 
P. Schoenberg, S.J., A Pictorial History of the Catholic Church in the 
Pacific Northwest (Portland, Oregon: Knights of Columbus, 1996; 
177 pp., $30). 

The fifth and most recent of the books by T any and Suzanne 
Bamonte is Miss Spokane: Elegant Ambassadors and Their City ( Spo
kane: Tornado Creek Publications, 2000; 352 pp., $39.95). The 
first Miss Spokane, in 1912, was a logo created by a sketch artist for 
the Spokane Advertising Club. The symbol, an Indian princess 
clutching a shaft of wheat in one hand and pouring water from the 
Spokane River in the other, enjoyed such a high approval rating by 
all who viewed it that the city fathers held a second contest, this 
time for a real person who would photograph well. Seventeen
year-old Marguerite Motie beat out 13 7 other contestants to be
come the first Miss Spokane. Again, the idea was so popular that 
soon Miss Motie became the official hostess for the city. Motie, in 
fact, did so well as spokesperson for the city that she remained on 
the job until 1938, no matter that by then she had married and 
moved to Seattle. 

From the first, "Princess Spokane," as Miss Spokane was some
times called, appeared in public costumed in an Indian ceremonial 
dress featuring a beaded yellow sunburst. At various times up to six 
maids might be similarly attired. No one took offense. Actually, 
Bamonte writes, the use of an Indian maiden as a symbol had a 
healing effect on the city's sometimes tumultuous relationship be
tween natives and whites. Indians were honored by the attention 
and responded by asking Miss Spokane to preside over some of their 
reservation events; several young ladies were inducted into tribes. In 
time the titleholder appeared not only at regional events but went 
as far as Hollywood and the Tournament of Roses Parade. At cer
tain times Spokane affiliated Miss Spokane with the Miss Washing
ton and Miss America pageants, and since 1989 it has been called 
the Miss Spokane Scholarship Program. 

Address all review copies and related communications to: 

ROBERT C. CARRIKER 
Department of History 

Gonzaga University 
Spokane, WA 99258 
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A Timeless Treasure for People of All Ages ... 
Washington's history is a magical gift to your family, 

friends and colleagues when given in the form of membership to the 
Washington State Historical Society 

With membership levels to match every budget, and 
benefits to match every lifestyle a gift membership is the 
perfect way to share the fun and fascination of 
Washington's diverse people and places. 

Remember ... all members receive FREE admission to the Washington State History 
Museum in Tacoma and the State Capital Museum in Olympia. 

For more information, please call our Membership Coordinator at 253n98-5902 
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Henry Sicade's Legacy 
to the Puyallups 

My name is Charles Stann Sicade III, great
grandson of Henry C. Sicade. I read your 
article entitled "Hard Lessons in America" in 
the Winter 2000-01 issue of COLUMBIA 
Magazine and wanted to compliment the au
thor, Cary Collins, on his work. My great
grandfather valued education, and education 
has been pushed forward in my family for 
generations. 

Henry's children all attended college: Sally 
graduated with a master's degree in music from 
University of Washington in 1927; Clara at
tended Puget Sound College (now University 
of Puget Sound), and Charles, Sr. {my grand
father) left Puget Sound College in 1924 in 
what was to be his senior year. 

I am the eldest of three children. I gradu
ated from University of Puget Sound with a 
bachelor's degree in computer science and a 
minor in mathematics, and I will complete 
my master's in software engineering at Seattle 
University in June. My brother graduated 
from University of Washington with a 
bachelor's degree in computer science, and 
my sister graduated from Biola College in 
Pasadena, California, with a bachelor's de
gree in history and received her law degree 
from UCLA. My sister is now a foreign service 
officer with the State Department and par
ticipates in antiracism conferences. 

By far, we are not the only Puyallups who 
have pursued an education. Many in our tribe 
have various degrees from associate of arts to 
doctorates in a variety of fields. I think in part 
my great-grandfather had something to do 
with inspiring Puyallup children. Education 
was a prominent cornerstone of the landmark 
land claims settlement over 11 years ago. My 
wife is a Puyallup tribal member of the Phillips 
family, and education has been a major part of 
the Phillipses's lives as well. She is a public 
school teacher like Mr. Collins, teaching 
fourth grade now. 

-Stann Sicade, Lakewood 

Additional Reading 
Interested in learning more about the topics 
covered in this issue? The sources listed here 
will get you started. 

The Guns of Fort Worden 
Glencove: Scenes from a Puget Sound Boyhood, by Floyd Hall Oles. 1986. (Available 

through Cape St. Mary Books, Lopez Island.) 
Keepers at the Gate, by Vladimir J. Gregory. Port Townsend: Port Townsend Publishing 

Co., Inc., 1976. 
History of the Washington National Guard, Volume 5, Washington National Guard in World 

War I, Headquarters, Military Department, Camp Murray, Tacoma. 

A Witness to History 
Wobbly: the Rough and Tumble Story of an American Radical, by Ralph Chaplin. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1948. 
Rebels of the Woods: The IWW in the Pacific Northwest, by Robert Tyler. Eugene: 

University of Oregon Books, 1967. 
Wobbly War: The Centralia Story, by John McClelland. Tacoma: Washington State 

Historical Society, 1987. 
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Rinehart Publishers/Buffalo Bill Historical Center, 1991. 
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University of Washington, 1969. 
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Service, Pacific Northwest Region, rev. June 1998. 
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Place Names of Washington, by Robert Hitchman. Tacoma: Washington State Historical 

Society, 1985. 
Atlas of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, ed. by Gary Moulton. Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press, 1983. 
The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, Vols. 6-8, ed. by Gary Moulton. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 1990-1993. 

Sea of Fire 
The Great Seattle Fire of June 6th, 1889, by Charles W. Austin and H. S. Scott. Seattle: 

Shorey Book Store, 1966. 
The Day Seattle Burned, by James R. Warren. Seattle: American Historical Press, 1997. 
King County and Its Emerald City, Seattle: An Illustrated History, by James R. Warren. 

Seattle: American Historical Press, 1997. 

David Thompson's Claims 
David Thompson's Narrative, 1784-1812, ed. by Richard Glover. Toronto: Champlain 

Society, 1962. 
Annals of Astoria: The Headq_uarters Log of the Pacific Fur Company on the Columbia River, 

1811-1813, ed. by Robert F. Jones. New York: Fordham University Press, 1999. 
Sources of the River: Tracking David Thompson across Western North America, by Jack 

Nisbet. Seattle: Sasquatch Books, 1994. 
Journal of a Voyage on the North WestCoastofNorthAmericaduringthe Years 1811, 1812, 

1813, and 1814, by Gabriel Franchere, ed. by W. Kaye Lamb. Toronto: Champlain 
Society, 1969. 
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