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FROM THE EDITOR 

After the winter issue of COLUMBIA appeared, I received a very nice note 
from a member complimenting me on the strategy of composing a Seattle 
history themed issue. I thanked him somewhat sheepishly, having to 

admit that at the time we made the article selections it did not occur to me that this 
might appear to be our intent. 

This issue, like the last, contains a variety of topics, but at least in this instance 
there is a more conscious attempt at developing a theme-exploration. 

So far this year we have enjoyed tremendous success at the History Museum's 
gate with our Beyond Lewis & Clark: The Army Explores the West exhibition. One of 
the principal messages of this exhibit is that history occurs within a continuum; or 
more particularly, that there was a history prior to Lewis and Clark and significant 
consequences in their wake. In Beyond Lewis & Clark we consciously avoided the 
relatively safe confines of 1803-06 to tell the story of continental comprehension 
and occupation with a wider lens. 

In this issue we are pleased to include an excerpt from the companion book to 
the exhibition, by the same name, written by the project's principal consultant, Jim 
Ronda. When Jim was here in February for the opening of the exhibit I joked about 
how he was the "writingest historian" about Lewis and Clark-a play on the 
previous characterization by an earlier scholar, Don Jackson, that Lewis and Clark 
were the "writingest explorers" of all time. Truly, Jim seems to be involved in 
virtually every major interpretive effort during this bicentennial and we were 
extremely fortunate that he was able to serve on our project team. 

As in the exhibit, in this issue we provide a "prequel" to Lewis and Clark: Iris 
Engstrand's essay about the naturalists that preceded Meriwether Lewis in the 
region. Like Jim, Iris has appeared in COLUMBIA's pages before, and we are fortunate 
to have a historian of her stature writing for us. 

Bob Carriker, whom I like to remind people is the senior member of the COLUM

BIA editorial team ( our book review editor going all the way back to vol. 1, no. 1), 
presents in our pages the talk he gave at last year's annual meeting about the 
educational potential found in a thorough reading of the Lewis and Clark record. 

David Chapman is another returning author with an essay from his series on 
county courthouses-in this instance, a colorful early history of Lincoln County. 
Modern archivists surely lead a more mundane existence than the pioneering 
record-keepers. For more on eastern Washington, read Jack Nisbet's fascinating 
tale of early paleontology in the Palouse. 

Lastly, we are pleased to present in this issue Judith Rosenthal's story on Bella 
Weretnikow, one of this state's first female Jewish attorneys, appearing in conjunc
tion with a major exhibit opening this spring at the History Museum-Family of 
Strangers: The First Century of Jewish Life in Washington, 1840-1940." 

-David L. Nicandri, Executive Editor 
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HISTORY 
COMMENTARY 

A Windfall for Educators: The Lewis & Clark Bicentennial 

By Robert C. Carriker 

E very April I present a 
"sample" class on the 
Lewis and Clark expedi

tion to 45 high school seniors 
who have been admitted to 
Gonzaga University. They come 
to campus to see if the school's 
and their educational goals are compatible, and to that end 
each prospective student is encouraged to attend two or more 
"sample" classes. For 50 minutes I use pictures and questions to 
probe their basic understanding of the Corps of Discovery in an 
exercise called "Test Your IQ on Lewis and Clark." 

The recent good news is that nearly 100 percent of the 
students admit they have "heard something" about the Lewis 
and Clark expedition. And a majority acknowledge that the 
words "Lewis and Clark" are currently associated with the 
term "bicentennial." That means that some teacher and/or 
parent has been making the past relevant to the present and/ 
or the students are being informed by some element of the 
media. But even if the response in any given year would have 
been reversed-i.e., if almost none of the students had heard 
of the Lewis and Clark expedition-I would still use the story 
of the expedition to showcase the kind of multi-disciplinary 
learning that takes place in a college classroom. The experi
ences of the captains have extraordinary potential to not only 
further a person's education but also to encourage learning. 
And that would be just as true at the elementary and second
ary levels as it is at the university level. 

Let me illustrate some ways in which the Lewis and Clark 
expedition can expand as well as elevate a person's history IQ. 
I will take my examples from the 139 miles of the Snake River 
that Lewis and Clark traveled for six days in October 1805. 

Everyone knows that Lewis and Clark wrote journals. 
They wrote about 750,000 words between them, and their 
journals were first edited in 1904-05 by Reuben Gold 
Thwaites. The modern edition, prepared by Gary Moulton for 
the University ofNebraska Press, began to appear in 1983 and 
concluded in 2001 with the publication of volume 13. Vol-

umes 5, 6 and 7 cover Lewis and Clark in Washington
periodically interspersing comments about Oregon-as the 
expedition navigated the Snake and Columbia rivers. The 
periods of October 10 through November 25, 1805, and 
March 23 through May 5, 1806, amount to 416 pages in the 
Moulton edition of the journals. 

In the Lewis and Clark journals it is written that on Octo
ber 11, 1805, as the Corps of Discovery proceeded on just 
west of present-day Clarkston, Washington, William Clark 
"saw a curious Swet house under ground, with a Small whole 
at top to pass in or throw in the hot Stones, which those in 
threw on as much water as to create the temporature of the 
heat they wished." 

Clearly, Clark is referring to a sweat lodge. If Clark was 
"curious," so might be the modern-day student. Maybe. 
Sometimes. It will take some research to find out. Herein lies 
a teaching opportunity. At that moment in 1805, Meriwether 
Lewis was in a "blue mood" and not writing in his journal. 
Actually, he stopped writing on August 26,1805, and did not 
resume his journalistic endeavors-save for 11 irregularly 
placed comments-until January 1, 1806, a gap of more than 
four months. 

Happily, there are other journal writers who saw what Clark 
saw-Sergeant John Ordway, Sergeant Patrick Gass, and Pri
vate Joseph Whitehouse-though none of them improves 
upon Clark's observation. But Lewis writes in April 1805 that 
in addition to the captains there were seven other journal 
writers-a total of nine. If we have the journals of Clark plus 
three others, and we know that one of the diarists had died by 
this time, and we know that Lewis was not writing, that means 
that there still may be three journals out there waiting to be 
discovered. Maybe. Keep in mind that since 1953, Clark's field 
notes have been discovered in an attic desk; a fair copy of 
Private Joseph Whitehouse's journal, which extended his nar
rative by almost five months, surfaced in a bookstore, and 
Lewis's Astronomy Notebook also surfaced. Thus, Clark's short 
comment on his first full day in Washington has raised ques
tions that require both research and speculation. 

Have we now exhausted the possibilities for this simple 40-
word entry by seeking out the remarks of three enlisted men? 
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Fortunately, no. Clark's journal entry is actually expanded 
quite nicely in the notes of Nicholas Biddle, the man who in 
1810 began the process of condensing Lewis and Clark's 
750,000 words into a narrative of 150,000 words. When he 
read certain passages that needed clarification, Biddle would 
jot down his question and the next time he corresponded 
with, or was visited by, William Clark, he asked. In this case, 
Clark gave Biddle a 208-word reply that vastly illuminates the 
use and construction of a Nez Perce sweat lodge. (See Donald 
Jackson, editor, Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
second ed. [1978]: 532-33.) 

And there's more! In 1893 Elliott Coues, a distinguished 
scholar who had a near encyclopedic understanding of 19th
century scholarship, reedited the Biddle narrative, and in the 
process he sometimes extended Biddle's work by adding a 
descriptive footnote. The Nez Perce sweat lodge is one of 
those times. (See Elliott Coues, editor, History 
of the Expedition Under the Command of Lewis 
and Clark [1893], pages 626-27 for a 334-word 
"improvement.") The bottom line is that a 
simple statement by Clark on October 11, 
1805, can be supplemented by the journals of 
three enlisted men plus the research of Biddle 
and Coues to produce an excellent image of 
what Clark saw. 

Another example of how the Lewis and 
Clark expedition teaches research skills is the 
description of the rapids of the Snake River. The 
men of the Lewis and Clark expedition navi
gated 139 miles of the Snake River in October 

ABOVE: Drawing of a California condor from 
Lewis's journal. 

RIGHT: Arrowsmith map of I 795, revised 1802, 
"New Discoveries in the Interior Parts of North 
America," included information from Vancouver's 
charts and showed the location Mount Rainier, 
Mount Hood and Mount St. Helens. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Clark called it Ship Rock, 
but this massive landmark on the Columbia 
River is known today as Monumental Rock. 

1805 on their passage to the Columbia River. Today the Snake 
River has been tamed by a series of four dams put into service 
between 1961 and 1975, but for the Corps of Discovery there 
was no relief from the turbulent waters. Clark commented on 
the rapid water in a more-or-less matter-of-fact manner. But the 
same is not true of the less sophisticated enlisted men. "This 
river in general is very handsome," confided Sergeant Patrick 
Gass, "except at the rapids, where it is risking both life and 
property to pass." Sergeant John Ordway thought the rapids 
comparable to floating the trough of a mill race. Private Joseph 
Whitehouse believed the canoes traveled "swifter than any 
horse could run." The lesson learned is that no episode in the 
journals is complete without also checking the entries of the 
enlisted men. Sometimes they do not enhance the text of the 
captain's entries-as in the case of the sweat lodge. But most of 
the time they do. To read only the journals of the captains is to 
get only part of the story. 

I t is also important to recognize that the captains wrote 
multiple entries for any given day. William Clark's entry 
for October 13 states that the men canoed through "a bad 

rapid for 4 miles Water Compressed in a narrow Channel not 
more than 25 yards for about 1 1/2 miles." Later he seemed to 
change his mind and wrote that: "the water is Confined in a 
Chanel of about 20 yards between rugid rocks for the distance 
of a mile and a half .... " Did Clark revise his mathematical 
calculation in the middle of a journal entry? No, it was com
monplace for the captains to write two journal entries each 
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day, one a preliminary draft, probably written around the 
evening campfire, and the other a more-or-less finished prod
uct completed during an extended stay. Sometimes the first 
draft contains a clearer phrase or more extensive information 
than does the final entry. Read them both! And also the 
maps. And the periodic "Course and Distance Remarks" in 
the journals, which are usually monthly, but can also be at 
irregular intervals. Clark noted, for example, that during a 
cool morning, on October 14, the expedition navigated oppo
site a rock shaped "like a Ship." In his second entry for the 
day, Clark called it "remarkable" and "verry large and resem
bling the hill [hull] of a Ship .... " In his follow-up "Course and 
Distance Remarks" on October 16, Clark noted a landmark 
"resembling a Ship at a Distance .... " And on his map Clark 
conferred the name, "Ship rock." In short, Clark seems very 
sure that this rock looked like a ship. He said so four times. 

Yet, Washingtonians today know this landmark as Monu
mental Rock, in Walla Walla County. Who changed the 
name on the map? When? Why did the United States Corps 
of Engineers name their dam Lower Monumental Dam when, 
clearly, the rock is not just monumental, it is shaped like a 
ship? Always, always, there is research to be done. 

I will stop my examples there-having taken the Corps of 
Discovery only four days into Washington. But let me offer 
some classroom assignments that showcase ways in which a 
study of the Lewis and Clark expedition can introduce stu
dents to different research techniques. 

1) At times both Lewis and Clark make reference to sources 
contained in their traveling library-a dozen or so books, sev
eral manuscripts, and a half-dozen maps that Lewis and Thomas 
Jefferson had assembled in Virginia and Philadelphia before 
departure. How did Lewis and Clark recognize Mount Hood 
and Mount St. Helens, as they traveled down the Columbia 
River? Because they had with them copies of published charts 
originally prepared by the George Vancouver expedition of 
1792! How did Lewis and Clark choose such precise words and 
terms to describe the people, places and natural phenomena 
that they encountered? Because they had an encyclopedia and 
a dictionary and a botanical catalogue with them ... and in at 
least two instances the captains borrowed enough from their 
published sources to have merited being charged with plagia
rism under the student code of conduct at Gonzaga University! 

2) There is a keen difference in the journals between de
scriptions the captains made of Native American material 
culture and the descriptions they made of the cultural traits of 
the tribesmen. A good example would be to contrast Lewis 
and Clark's admiration of the canoes crafted by the Indians 
with their only grudging respect for the canoeists themselves. 

3) Compare the artistic impressions of the captains with 
the reality of what bighorn sheep or salmon or California 
condors really look like. Sometimes the captains do well, 
other times they are so inaccurate as to be misleading. 

4) Even if a person's focus of interest is the outbound jour-

ney of Lewis and Clark (i.e., going west, toward the Pacific 
Ocean) know in advance that it is necessary to also consult 
the return journey (i.e., homeward bound, going east to St. 
Louis) for insights. Lewis and Clark called it "backsighting" 
when they used a compass and sextant to map where they had 
been in relation to their current position. The same principle 
works for modem researchers. For example, on April 2 7, 1806, 
during the return journey, Lewis and Clark stopped for three 
days at the village of Walla Walla chief Y elleppit. The chief 
proved to be exceedingly helpful by providing the captains 
with information about an 80-mile-long Indian trail that ran 
overland from the Walla Walla River to the Clearwater River, 
thus allowing the expedition to avoid 139 miles of rapid wa
ter-going against the current-on the Snake River. To prop
erly understand the foundation of the good relationship be
tween the captains and the chief, it is necessary to read the 
journals of the expedition for October 18 and 19, 1805-the 
time of their first encounter with Y elleppit. To consult the 
journals in only one direction is to receive only a partial story. 

T he Lewis and Clark expedition is a marvelous teach
ing tool, and teachers have been using it to improve 
the educational experience of students for the past 

several decades. But with the complete publication of the 
journals of Lewis and Clark, and with the almost daily infor
mation coming out about the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, 
there has never been an easier, more relevant, or more profit
able time to use the Corps of Discovery in the school curricu
lum. The Lewis and Clark expedition is current news, it is a 
national initiative in education, and it is a windfall for educa
tors because it is diverse, multi-dimensional, and a detective 
story in its complexity. 

And, best of all, you don't have to be enrolled in school to 
learn about it yourself! Go ahead, get started today! 

Robert C. Carriker is professor of history at Gonzaga University, where 
he has taught frontier and Pacific Northwest history for 37 years, and 
author of numerous books and articles on the American West. 
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- N THE University of Washing
ton's 1900 yearbook, the Tyee, 
there is a photo of the staff of 
Pacific Wave, the students' lit
erary publication. Seated in 
front, far right, is a young 

woman looking directly at the camera. 
In 1900 she received bachelor of arts and 
bachelor of pedagogy degrees, and in 
1901 she graduated with the first class of 
the University of Washington School of 
Law. She was admitted to the Washing
ton State Bar on June 6, 1901, and then 
went to work for a Seattle attorney. This 
young woman was Bella Weretnikow, 
Seattle's first Jewish female attorney. 

Only a few women in Washington 
preceded Bella into a career in law. 
Leila J. Robinson and Mary Leonard 
were admitted to the Washington Ter
ritorial Bar in 1884, Reah Whitehead to 
the Washington State Bar in 1893, and 
then Othilia G. Carroll and Bella in 
1901. Carroll was one of Bella's law 
school classmates and the daughter of a 
federal judge. She married another 
member of that first graduating class, 
Walter B. Beals, who later became a 
State Supreme Court judge and, follow
ing World War II, served as presiding 
judge over Military Tribunal No. 1 of 
the Nuremburg doctors' trials. 

In contrast to Othilia Carroll, Bella 
Weretnikow's origins were much more 
humble. She was the daughter of Rus
sian Jewish immigrants. Her mother 
was an illiterate shopkeeper; her stepfa, 
ther was an alcoholic; and her younger 
half-brother was mentally impaired. In 
Seattle the family lived behind her 
mother's waterfront store, and Bella 
was too embarrassed by her life's cir
cumstances to invite her childhood 
school friends home to visit and play. 
Nonetheless, Seattle offered Bella ex
traordinary educational opportunities. 

Intelligent and highly motivated, she 
made her dreams come true. 

An 11-Year Journey 
THE WERETNIKOWS left Russia in the 
early 1880s seeking better luck and 
greater opportunities in "America." It 
was Bella's birth that pushed her parents 
even further into poverty. Bella's father, 
Zachariah, was a Talmudic scholar who 
devoted himself to his studies. Thus, the 
support of this small family fell on the 
shoulders of Bella's mother, Eliza. In or
der to raise the money needed to pay for 
the journey to America, Eliza sold their 
few possessions as well as her own beauti
ful red hair which she greatly prized. Pre
viously, Eliza had refused to cut off her 
hair, even though it was the Orthodox 
Jewish custom for women upon marrying. 
However, to raise the funds needed to 

leave Russia, she sold her hair to the shop 
where she had made wigs as a girl. 

The family traveled from Russia to 
Germany where they boarded a ship 
bound for New York. After arriving at 
Castle Garden, the immigrant landing 
depot on the southern tip of Manhattan 
Island, they were sent to settle in Win
nipeg. In fact, during May and June of 
1882 about 400 Russian Jewish refugees 
were settled in Winnipeg. The Winni
peg newspapers often ridiculed these 
new arrivals, describing them as idle, 
useless, and unclean. Nonetheless, 
many of these early settlers remained in 
Winnipeg, prospering and founding a 
vibrant Jewish community that contin
ues to flourish today. 

Even in Winnipeg, Eliza and Zacha
riah Weretnikow's struggles continued. 
They remained poor, and by 1890 their 
marriage had ended. Eliza tried her hand 

By Judith W. Rosenthal 

COLUMBIA 6 SPRING 2004 

at peddling and then opened a small sec
ondhand shop in front of her shanty. Al
though Eliza could never read or write, 
she believed very strongly in education 
for her daughter and insisted that Bella 
attend public school in Winnipeg. Bella 
loved school and greatly enjoyed reading. 
As Bella wrote in her memoirs, 

I really loved books , much more than toys 
or dolls and soon started to acquire a li
brary of my own. This I accomplished by 
saving tiny silver five-cent pieces, then 
common in Canada, which I hid under 
an oilcloth tacked on a shelf in the kitchen 
in back of the store. When I had accumu
lated a nice little pile of these five-cent 
pieces, I made a trip to the secondhand 
book shop. I was then about seven or 
eight years old and chief among my col
lection was a copy of Gibbons' "Rise and 
Fall of the Roman Empire." I am still at a 
loss to remember whether it was the bind
ing or the price that was the attraction, as 
it was not until years later that I was able 
to read and understand the book. 

One can only speculate as to why, af
ter 11 years, Bella's family left Winnipeg 
by train and moved to Seattle. In addi
tion to the extremely cold winters 
( which Bella claimed were colder than 
those in Russia), Winnipeg was in an 
economic slump, other friends of the 
family had already relocated to the West 
Coast, and anti-Semitism still prevailed. 
About their arrival in Seattle she wrote, 

In the year 189 3 , the entire country, 
Seattle included, was in the depths of 
one of the worst depressions it has ever 
experienced. This was the year we ar
rived in Seattle. Even the railroad sta
tion, a small frame building, where we 
landed and were met by our old friends 
from Winnipeg, was a very depressing 



From a young age, Bella Weretnikow enjoyed reading and writing. She is photographed here (seated, front right) 
as a staff member of Pacific Wave (1899-1900), a University of Washington student literary publication. 
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spectacle . Once it had been painted, 
but there was little, if any, trace of paint 
left . It was weather-beaten, dilapi
dated, and in no way compared to the 
fine depot of the Canadian Pacific Rail
road we had left behind in Winnipeg. 
Of course, we could not know that 
plans for the erection of a new station 
were under consideration at the time . 
Furthermore, we did not know that the 
tangled network of short railroad 
tracks, just in front of the station , and 
all leading down to the waterfront, 
would ever mean anything to us . It was 
all quite bewildering although . . . 
picturesque ... little did we realize that 
this busy waterfront would become the 
source of our livelihood and the means 
of our support. Around this section 
were all kinds of shops catering to the 
transient trade, the sailors, loggers, ste
vedores , and other waterfront workers . 
Here is where we were soon located, 
and opened our little store. 

A New Life in Seattle 
EuzA OPENED a shop on Skid Road, and 
by 1894 Bella was enrolled in Seattle's 
Central School. She was, however, 
growing impatient with high school and 
indicated in her diary that she would try 
to enter the University of Washington 
by passing the entrance exams: 

I had just passed my sixteenth year when 
I went out to the University to go 

through, what I thought, would be a 
terrible ordeal. I was always small for 
my age, and perhaps looked even 
younger than I was, with my hair hang
ing down my back in long curls . Also, I 
imagine , being Jewish, I looked very dif
f erent from the average college girl. . . I 
think I must have looked terribly scared, 
as I was very hesitant about going into 
the Registrar's Office . At this juncture , 
a tall red-haired scholarly looking man 
stopped and asked if he could help me, 
and, to me, he was an angel in disguise. 
As it turned out, he was one of the 
Board of Examiners. He took me in 
charge and was of very great help thru 
the entire series of examinations. He 
was one of the most famous professors, 
Edmond S. Meany, teacher, historian, 
and scholar . . . . He taught American 
history and specialized in Northwest his
tory. He gave me several of the exami
nations orally, and the rest were in writ
ing. Perhaps no one was more surprised 
than I when I found I had successfully 
passed them all, and became a full
fledged college student. n N SEPTEMBER 2, 1896, L Bella began her studies 

at the university. Mean 
, while, the Klondike gold 

rush was bringing prosperity to Seattle, 
and business picked up in Eliza's store. 
A large sign was displayed saying 
"Alaska Outfitters," and "We Pay Cash 

COLUMBIA 8 SPRING 2004 

The University of 
Washington Law 
School opened its 
doors in 1899 in 
the upstairs of the 
old University 
Building atop 
Denny's Knoll. 
John T. Condon 
was appointed 
dean, and a year's 
tuition was $25 if 
paid in advance. 

for Gold Nuggets," and in the front win
dow a pair of apothecary's scales and 
some gold nuggets were displayed. Bella 
kept the shop well stocked: 

Being the official buyer for our store, 
even though still attending the Univer
sity, I scoured the larger shops on First 
and Second Avenues . Having ex
hausted their stocks, I went to the whole
sale houses, and bought up all the rubber 
boots , mackinaws, blankets, pick axes 
and other available merchandise with 
which we were doing a phenomenal busi
ness. The demand became so great that 
the supply was never nearly enough. 

Even when the Gold Rush quieted 
down, Eliza's store apparently contin
ued doing well, catering to the shipping 
and tourist trades. 

Bella evidently enjoyed her years at 
the university and excelled in her stud
ies. On May 31, 1900, she received her 
two bachelor's degrees, majoring in po
litical and social science, with honors in 
German. Moreover, during her senior 
undergraduate year, she had enrolled in 
law school, concurrently completing 
her final year of undergraduate work 
and her first year of legal studies. 

The "New" School of Law 
THE UNIVERSITY of Washington 
School of Law opened its doors in the 
old University Building in downtown 



Seattle in 1899. The basic entry require
ments included being at least 18 years of 
age and either passing an examination 
"in respect to general education" or pre
senting a diploma from a college or ac
credited high school. Bella's transcript 
shows that her course of study included 
classes in jurisprudence, contracts, torts, 
property, agency, pleading, criminal 
law, procedure, how to find law, admin
istrative law, equity, persons, evidence, 
private corporations, carriers, bank
ruptcy, moot court, partnership, dam
ages, and liens. In addition, candidates 
for a law degree were required to write a 
senior thesis "of not less than forty folios 
in length, upon some legal topic selected 
by the student and approved by the fac
ulty." The subject of Bella's thesis was 
"Community Debt." 

In the days of its infancy, the law 
school's doors were apparently open to 
anyone who could meet the entrance re
quirements and pay the fees. Bella wrote: 

The first class comprised about thirty stu
dents, three of whom, myself included, 
were females. One girl was a teacher of 
political economy in the Seattle High 
School, another was reading law in her 
father's office, and I was determined to 

have a career of my own .... The fact 
that I was Jewish did not seem to have 
any significance at the time. There was 
only one other Jewish student in the class, 
a young man named Aubrey Levy. Also 
there was one Negro, two Japanese, and 
a couple of middle-aged politicians who 
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soon dropped out, ostensibly for lack of 
time . .. . The principal and only full-time 
teacher was an able lawyer named ] ohn 
Condon. The remainder of the so-called 
f acuity volunteered their services." 

John T. Condon was the first dean of 
the School of Law and its first instructor. 
Aubrey Levy was from a prominent Jew
ish Seattle family, a talented musician, 
and Seattle public schoolteacher. Like 
Bella, he had received a BA degree from 
the university in 1900. Levy graduated 
from the Law School in 1902 and estab
lished a successful law practice in Se
attle. The female classmates to whom 

ABOVE: Bella Weret
nikow and Lewis N. 
Rosenbaum were 
married on March 19, 
1905, by Theodore F. 
Joseph, first rabbi of 
Seattle's Temple 
de Hirsch. 

LEFT: Bella was 
admitted to the 
Washington Bar on 
June 6, 1901. Her 
name appeared in 
the 1901 Polk City 
Directory with her 
profession listed 
as lawyer. 
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Bella referred were, respectively, 
Adele Parker and the previously men
tioned Othilia Carroll. Prior to her 
graduation from the law school in 1903, 
Parker had taught political economy and 
civil government at Broadway High 
School. The "Negro" was William 
McDonald Austin, from Barbados, who 
graduated in 1902 and practiced law in 
the Philippines. J inta Yamaguchi and 
Takuj i Yamashita were the two Japanese 
law students to whom Bella referred. 

-\ /-\ ;-hile Bella notes the 
diversity among her 
classmates, she seems 
unaware of how unusual 

it was at the turn of the century for 
women to attend law school and to enter 
this male-dominated profession. In fact, 
while some law schools allowed women 
to attend, they sometimes were not per
mitted to participate in the graduation 
ceremonies; some states refused to admit 
women to the Bar, and most women 
found it extremely difficult to find a posi
tion as a practicing lawyer. Parker, Car
roll, and W eretnikow seemingly avoided 
these difficulties. On May 29, 1901, thir
teen men and two women ( Carroll and 
W eretnikow) received their Bachelors of 
Law degrees. Shortly thereafter, the class 



traveled to Olympia to apply for admis
sion to the Bar and to take the required 
exams; everyone passed. 

Weretnikow and Carroll tried and 
won their first cases in King County Su
perior Court. A June 16, 1901, Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer headline proclaimed, 
"Women Attorneys in Court." Accord
ing to this article, Bella was working in 
the law office of Frederick R. Burch. How 
long Bella worked there is unknown. 
Bella always minimized the significance 
of her legal career and later wrote, 

I never did any trial work or anything 
spectacular, but I did acquire a practice 
in making contracts, drawing wills, and 
examining abstracts of title to properties, 
etc. Besides my practice, I looked after 
property belonging to my mother, im
proving it with buildings and apartments. 

Marriage to L. N. Rosenbaum 
NONETHELESS, LIKE many a young 
woman of her day, Bella's career was cut 
short by marriage. We will never know if 
she had any marital prospects among the 
eligible men of Seattle, but the way she 
made the acquaintance of her future hus
band was most unusual. Some of the Jew
ish newspapers picked up the story of 
Bella Weretnikow's graduation from law 
school. One of these was the American 
Israelite, which circulated nationally and 
carried Jewish news from states across 
the country. In the June 6, 1901, edition, 
at the end of a gossip column reporting 

ON EXHIBIT 

~//9'//l/~/ 

FAMILY OF STRANGERS 
The First Century of Jewish Life in 

Washington, 1840-1940 

Developed by the Washington State 
Historical Society in conjunction 
with the Washington State Jewish 
Historical Society, Family of Stran
gers uses artifacts, photographs, 
and stories from the 1840s to 1940 
to illuminate the richness and 
breadth of Jewish culture, which has 
developed across the state. May 24 
through December 12. 

In Bella's privately published memoirs, 
My Life, written around 1956, this photo 
is titled, "College Days and Best Friends." 
Bella is on the right. The identity of the 
two other young women is unknown. 

on Jewish organizations, Bar Mitzvahs, 
synagogue news, and upcoming wed
dings in Seattle, there are two short sen
tences reading, "Among the graduates of 
the University Law School is Miss Bella 
Weretnikow. Miss Weretnikow received 
her bachelor's degree only last year." 

Somehow, this notice caught the eye 
of a young attorney in Nash ville, T ennes
see-Lewis Newman (L. N.) Rosenbaum. 

It must have been my name, Bella 
Weretnikow, a distinct Russian-Jewish 
name, that attracted the attention of the 
Jewish newspapers at the time. It seems 
they did their best to broadcast the story 
of a young Jewish girl becoming one of 
the first women lawyers in the far West. 
I received many letters of congratula
tion. One of them was from another 
lawyer by the name of Lewis N. 
Rosenbaum of Nashville, Tennessee. 
He had read the story in the "American 
Israelite" .... He sent me a congratula
tory message saying that he would be 
interested in any information about 
Washington and particularly about Se
attle. I must have written some glowing 
accounts, as very soon he decided to 
come and see it all for himself. " 

Like Bella, L. N. Rosenbaum was the 
child of poor Jewish immigrant parents. 
His family came from Hungary, settling 
in New York City around 1897. He 
dropped out of public school at an early 
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~ age and headed to Nashville. There, he 
:! obtained work in the law offices of 
§.. 
~ Moreau P. Estes. As told by Bella, 
:,i 

He was allowed to sleep in the office and 
was paid the munificent sum of three 
dollars per week as legal assistant. Here 
he had an opportunity to study law 
books and help in the practice of law. 
After a year or so, he was considered 
qualified and was given a certificate to 
practice before the Bar in Tennessee . 

0 FFICIAL RECORDS confirm 
that L. N. Rosenbaum 
was admitted to the Ten
nessee Bar Association on 

March 4, 1901. By 1903 Rosenbaum was 
living in Seattle, and on February 9 of 
that year he was admitted to the Wash
ington State Bar. In those days one did 
not have to graduate from law school to 
become a lawyer. In fact, at that time in 
the state of Washington, an individual 
who "had already been admitted to prac
tice in the higher courts of other states," 
did not even need to take the examina
tion for admission to the bar. 

On March 19, 1905, Bella and L. N. 
were married in the home of Eliza Marks 
(Bella's mother) at 917 East Jefferson 
Street. The wedding was officiated by 
Theodore F. Joseph, the first rabbi of 
Seattle's Temple de Hirsch. L. N. even
tually left the practice of law as he be
came increasingly interested in real es
tate and finance. Typical of many 
women at that time, Bella gave up prac
ticing law to raise the couple's five chil
dren. Later she would jokingly say, "All 
these years the only law that I have 
practiced has been to try to lay down the 
law to my husband and our family." 
Bella and L. N. sometimes lived in Se
attle, sometimes in New York. Their 
marriage lasted 50 years, only ending 
with L. N.'s death in 1956. Four years 
later Bella W eretnikow Rosenbaum, 
Seattle's first Jewish female attorney, 
passed away at the age of 80. 

]wiith W. Rosenthal lives in New Jersey and is 
a professor of biological sciences at Kean 
University. Bella Weretnikow and L. N. 
Rosenbaum were her maternal grandparents. 



A Long Road from Palouse Peat Bog to Chicago's Field Museum 

l 
j 
; 
1 L_ __________ ___:=-

The Chicago Academy 
of Science purchased 
over 100 of the 
Coplen mammoth bones 
and reconstructed a 
skeleton for their 
museum in 1886. 
The mount was sold 
to the Field Museum 
of Natural History 
in 1914. 

]l1e PciI011se l\llarr1rr1otf-1s 
I\ ccording to Alonzo Coplen, it was simple curiosity that precipitated the great 

adventure that befell his family in the spring of 1876. The Coplen homestead 
/ lay in the eastern reaches of the Palouse Hills of Washington Territory, over-

_. __, looking Hangman Creek, which bisected a lush valley known by the tradi
tional Coeur d'Alene name of Latah. Several springs were clustered in the wide bottoms 
along the creek, forming a boggy peat formation where cattle sometimes got mired. 
Alonzo recalled that the ground shook when he walked across it. One afternoon in May, 
young Alonzo and his brothers began probing the area near one of the springs with a long 
pole. The rod hissed down through the green mat of sedges and beyond. On one of the 
thrusts, it struck something hard. Their interest piqued, the brothers mucked back to the 
barnyard and attached a large iron hook to the end of their pole. They plunged this 
implement into the morass, grappled about, and after a time coaxed a large obJect to the 
surface. Upon examination it turned out to be an enormous vertebra, far too large for any 
animal they had ever seen. Back down went the pole hook, and this time an outsize 
shoulder blade emerged, two feet long and almost as wide. 
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Benjamin Coplen 
was the eldest 
of five brothers 
who in 1876 
discovered a cache 
of mammoth bones 
near their 
homestead on 
Hangman Creek 
in eastern 
Washington. 

There was no stopping them now. Thirty-three-year-old 
Ben, who had worked a stint in the Colorado silver mines, 
outlined a plan to drain a section of the bog. He had a crew of 
siblings to help: Lewis, 29; George, 20; Alonzo, 13; and Isaac, 
8. Beginning on the shore of the creek, a hundred yards away 
from their find, they set to work slicing a deep channel through 
the wetland. To keep the walls of the fresh ditch from collaps
ing, they drove stakes along both sides, then stuffed brush tight 
behind them. After digging through the black topsoil, they 
shoveled a layer of fibrous peat, then a stratum of white volca
nic ash, then another peat layer that was speckled with woody 
debris. At a depth of eight or ten feet, they bottomed out on a 
bed of gravel and began trenching steadfastly toward the tar
geted spring hole. Alonzo recollected that about halfway there 
they uncovered a large stone spearhead, several stone arrow
heads, and a small human skull. Just beyond these startling 
finds their shovels struck an area where the sand and gravel 
were blackened by what the budding archaeologists took to be 
ashes from a prehistoric campfire. They collected the artifacts 
and kept digging, holding their course for the alluring spring. 

Although the valley was only sparsely settled, a few neigh
bors pitched in to help as the excavation continued through 
the long days of June. When Ben's ambitious trench finally 
reached the vicinity of the original discoveries, the diggers hit 
a mother lode of curious bones. Some lay at the bottom of the 
seeping spring in a layer of blue clay and were hard and firm; 
others were embedded in the surrounding peat. These looked 
perfect when first uncovered, but Ben characterized them as 
"soft like soap," and many crumbled to pieces when moved. 

· f) efore long, over 100 bones lay drying in the grass. 

D. Many of the larger ones were recognizable mammal 
I parts like vertebrae and ribs, but not so familiar 

were several long, elegantly curved appendages. 
The Coplens interpreted these as horns, but they were several 
orders of magnitude larger than those of an ox or long-homed 
cow. It also became apparent that more than one type of 
animal was buried in the bog. Ben surmised that some of the 

bones had come from hyenas, a large bear, and turtles, while 
Alonzo remembered horselike parts and the skull of a bird 
with a long beak. Settlers arrived from miles around to gawk 
at the outrageous specimens, and at some point the brothers 
decided they should exhibit their wonderful curiosities 
around the countryside. 

Ben, who had lived all over the West, was by all accounts 
an engaging and gregarious character; he was probably the 
instigator of the tour. Brother Lewis pitched in to help, and the 
entrepreneurs loaded a farm wagon with the best of their big 
bones, tossed a tent on top, and headed for Walla Walla. 

The Coplen brothers rattled west and south 30 miles 
through the heart of the Palouse to the settlement of Colfax. 
Although only a half-dozen years old, its population already 
numbered over 100 souls, and the town boasted a flour mill, 
sawmill, two general stores, and two kerosene street lights. 
Apparently, one of the first things Ben and Lewis did when 
they arrived on June 26 was find a scale and enlist volunteers 
to help them weigh and measure their bones. The "horn" they 
had brought weighed 145 pounds and stretched 10 feet along 
the outside of its curve. The pelvis tipped the scales at 135, 
followed by a jawbone ( 63 pounds) and a shoulder blade ( 40 
pounds). A single small tooth, only half the size of the ones 
still set in the jaw, weighed 10 pounds. 

Some of the onlookers in Colfax that weekend were suffi
ciently inspired by the exhibit to fire off letters to their favor
ite newspapers. Mr. J. H. Kenedy, who had helped weigh and 
measure the collection, pronounced it "the grandest discov
ery of the age to the geological world" and postulated that the 
Coplens had unearthed "an animal known to the antiquists as 
the behemoth." A correspondent to the Walla Walla Union 
reported that the pelvis had "an opening through which a 
man can pass by stooping somewhat." The same writer used 
the adjective "mammoth" to describe the bones and knew 
enough about extinct pachyderms to distinguish its teeth 
from those of a mastodon. Local schoolteacher James E. 
Edmiston wondered whether the curved "horn" might be a 
tusk, and noticed that the tip of the massive jawbone ended in 
a protuberance that tilted downward, as if to support a snout. 
His letter to the Portland Oregonian, headlined "THE CEN
TENNIAL MAMMOTH," made a symbolic connection be
tween the emergence of the magnificent bones and the cel
ebration of America's first great anniversary. Using scientific 
terms like "processes" and "cartilaginous surface," Edmiston 
marveled at the perfect half-moon opening of the pelvic 
girdle, but his letter was not all technical jargon. After re
counting the massive thickness of one mandible, he indulged 
in a little wordplay: "This may be more jawbone than you like 
to take, but existing facts cannot be avoided." 

With summer's dust swirling around their wagon, Ben and 
Lewis ferried across the swollen Snake River and made for the 
town of Dayton. During their brief stay, an amateur photogra
pher took pictures of the fossil bones. Like the Colfax corre
spondents, this shutterbug had a keen interest in scientific 
matters, and as soon as he developed his plates he dispatched 
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copies east to Professor James Dwight Dana, the preeminent 
geologist at Yale University. Dana's Manual of Geology, a 
textbook used by college science classes throughout the 
United States, included a section on extinct elephants. 

The Coplens arrived in Walla Walla just in time for the 
largest Fourth of July centennial celebration in the Inland 
Northwest, with a crowd estimated at 3,000 to 5,000. After a 
brass band and glee club performance of patriotic odes, an 
afternoon parade of "Uniques and Horribles" marched down 
Main Street, led by a small monkey turning handsprings, 
marshaled by a man in a gorilla suit, and "gravely followed by 
a baby elephant." Somewhere amidst the fanfare, a local pho
tographer discovered the Coplens' own elephantine display. 
Within a few days, fresh prints labeled "the biggest 'horn' ever 
taken" and "the biggest jawbone in the country" graced the 
front window of his gallery. -\ ~y hile news of General Custer's defeat at the ~ 

Little Bighorn began to rumble across the ~ 
\ J countryside, Ben and Lewis made the long -f 
'J wagon trip back to Hangman Creek. A few ~ 

PRESENTATION & BOOK-SIGNING 
with JACK NISBET 

June 17, 7 PM 

Author Jack Nisbet talks about his latest book, Visible 
Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Coun
try. In Visible Bones, Nisbet uses the journals of Lewis and 
Clark to anchor explorations of condor ranges and to
bacco distribution throughout the Columbia River drain
age and beyond. The captains' precise observations serve 
as windows that draw in other streams of information, 
from oral accounts to archaeological digs, from early 
watercolors to clues from the modern landscape. A 
book-signing will follow the presentation. 

days later, Mr. Philip Ritz, out collecting grain samples for the 1 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, stopped by for a look ~ 
at "the great unknown bones." He found the brothers opening J 
up a new pit that was already yielding fossils only four feet g 
below the surface. A pair of tusks looked to be nearly twelve iJ: ~-----------1 

feet long, but only one could be extracted whole. This ABOVE: An illustration j 
brought the tusk count to nine, ranging in length from three comparing a mammoth fi 
to twelve feet. Some of them were worn away several inches tooth with a mastodon tooth J 
at the bottom of their curve, as if they had been constantly appeared in James Dwight ] 
rubbed on the ground. The brothers had also uncovered a Dana's Manual of ~ 
huge skull, but it was too rotten to move from "the black, oozy Geology, which was used ! 

as a standard textbook by u 
mud where it was deposited ages ago." ~Eii 

college science classes in .., 
James Edmiston arrived about the same time, mtent on the 187os. 

writing a follow-up to his Colfax letter. He peered into the 
front part of the damaged skull and was able to trace the 
sockets of the tusks mto the brain cavity. The inquisitive 
Edmiston must have been doing some homework m the weeks 
since he viewed the bones in Colfax, because he now con
cluded that the animals belonged to the species Elephas 
primigenius. (This was the name that the scientific commu
nity had assigned to woolly mammoths at that nme; it would 
be many years before all mammoths assumed their current 
genus name of Mammuthus, and the creatures found in the 
Palouse were designated as M. columbi, Columbian mam
moths). Edmiston remarked on the resemblance of the fossil 
mammoth teeth to those ofliving Indian elephants, "particu
larly in that the ribands of the teeth are waving and running 
obliquely crosswise .... I can think of nothing better to com
pare them to than the head of a sucker fish, the top of the head 
representing the root of the tooth, the mouth the surface that 
has been used for nipping only." Wrapping up his letter, he 
noted that many other people in the surrounding countryside 
had encountered large bones, and predicted that the area 
would provide a wide field for geologists. 

RIGHT: This 
beautifully preserved 
skull of a Columbian 
mammoth, extracted 
from a spring near Pine 
Creek by William and 
Thomas Donahoe, now J 
resides in the American -
Museum of Natural 
History in New York. 

William and Thomas Donahoe, Irish immigrants from 
Quebec, lived on a homestead about 12 miles west of Hang
man Creek. As an elderly man, Tom recalled that when he 
and Bill first heard about the Coplen discovery, they immedi
ately thought of their own spring beside Pine Creek. About 
20 feet deep with a clean, sandy bottom, it had provided them 
with water since their arrival in the Palouse five years earlier. 
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The brothers peered into its depths but saw nothing unusual. 
Undiscouraged, they bolted sturdy hooks onto two long poles 
and began to probe, Coplen-style. It wasn't long before they 
hooked onto something solid beneath the sand. 

For two days the Donahoes tugged and pulled, construct
ing a farmer's arsenal of levers and gantries and calling on 
neighbors to help. They finally extracted a gargantuan skull 
that measured 35 inches between the eyes, 50 inches between 
the ears, and 4 2 inches from the back of the head to the front 
of the nose. Even without its tusks, which had broken off 
during the pulling and tugging, the Donahoes estimated the 
skull's weight at 800 pounds. With seven able-bodied neigh
bors, they tried to haul up the rest of the skeleton, but the task 
was too much for their grapnels. "We found that would not 
do, so we started to ditch it," the brothers reported in a letter 
to Walla Walla on July 29. "We expect to have it ditched and 
the bones out in 8 days." 

r · I o another set of brothers found themselves aston
---._ ished and eager to see more. Another assortment of 

~. ) amazing bones piled up around a spring, and another 
____,/ set of curious onlookers gathered around. "About 

the time we had most of the bones fished out," Tom remem
bered, "here comes a fellow with a band of sheep, headed for 
Montana. When he saw those bones, he just went wild, mind 
you. He wanted to trade those sheep, 700 of them, for a third 
interest in the elephant bones. He had a partner and we said 
he'd better wait and talk it over with him before he made a 
deal, but he was dead set on getting in on the fortune from the 
fossils. He was lucky we didn't take him up." 

It is hard to say who was the luckier party-the next week 
a Walla Walla paper reported that the price of sheep had 
dropped to its lowest level in ten years. But if the Donahoes 
hesitated to jump at the first offer dangled in front of them, 
they were not immune to the idea of commerce. Tom told a 
visitor they were confident they were sitting on a bonanza. 

As the Donahoes were hoisting the giant skull from their 
spring, Ben Coplen rolled back into Walla Walla to show off 
the most recent diggings from his bog, including ribs, verte
brae, and five more tusks. His display gained further acclaim 
when Yale professor James Dwight Dana returned a reply 
stating that the bones unearthed by the Coplen brothers be
longed to "the extinct American Elephant or Mammoth," 
basically agreeing with James Edmiston's identification. A 
different opinion was printed the same day by the Eugene 
City Guard, whose editor had been following reports of the 
Palouse finds and had concluded that the prehistoric artifacts 
certainly belonged to a unicorn. 

By mid August Ben Coplen, aiming for larger crowds, had 
arranged free transport for his treasures on a steamboat down 
the Columbia. When he boarded the steamer at Wallula 
landing, he had at least one other person along to help heft 
the massive fossils-according to Alonzo, a neighbor named 
Bill Bohard had purchased Lewis's share in the enterprise for 
a span of horses and a small sum of money. Young brother 

George probably went along as well. The exhibitors billed 
themselves as "the Coplen Brothers," and downstream at The 
Dalles they found an empty storefront on Main Street in 
which to display their "Antediluvian Bones." A local weekly 
calculated a live weight of 20 tons for the beast, boosting 
modem estimates by a factor of four. The article also tackled 
the mysteries of the fossilization process, musing on the "anti
septic minerals" that must have been present in the spring in 
order to preserve the bones. 

After a week of business in The Dalles, the Cop lens showed 
a touch for public relations by inviting "all the Sabbath 
School children and their teachers to visit them, free of 
charge, on this Saturday afternoon." As the exhibit drew to a 
close, a local editor offered the visitors a final note of apprecia
tion. "We found the Coplen Brothers very pleasant, and well 
informed gentlemen," he penned, "and wish them success." 

Then it was back on a steamer for the ride downstream to 
Portland, where the Coplens set up their exhibit downtown, 
charging 25 cents a head. A thoughtful review of the display 
compared the fossil-laden ground of eastern Washington with 
Siberia's frozen taiga, where an entire woolly mammoth had 
been disinterred recently. The reporter speculated that im
mense herds of mammoths once must have roamed the 
Northwest, and, like many a later scribe, questioned the roles 
of climatic change and early man in the animals' extinction. 
Mammoths and climate were also on the mind of physician 
Philip Harvey, who accepted the loan of several bones from 
the Coplen collection to illustrate a pair of lectures on the 
"Great lee Time" and "The Mammoth & Prehistoric Man." 
After examining the excavated remains, Dr. Harvey declared 
the Palouse animal to be Bos Elephas columbianus, the "Ox 
Elephant of the Columbia." 

The last week of September was county fair time. The 
Coplens journeyed a few miles west to Hillsboro where they 
were welcomed as a first-class exhibition well worth patroniz
ing: "A half hour spent in contemplating these monster evi
dences of the earth's life, will give any one a better idea of the 
world we live in." Their competition included such attractions 
as a world-renowned fire-eater, an 800-pound woman, and 
Montgomery Queen's Circus, with his Centennial on Wheels 
and his Aggregation of Transcendental Elegance. There was a 
display dubbed 100,000 Curiosities, under the command of 
T. A. Wood, who ran a combination natural history museum 
and freak show in downtown Portland. Also present was Dr. 
J. J. McBride, "The King of Pain," reputedly getting rich on the 
proceeds of a patent medicine marketed as The World's Relief. 
On the event's third day, a prominent local politician showed 
up to stoop through the pelvis of the unearthed behemoth, but 
a reporter lamented that the Coplen Brothers were not doing 
as well as they should. "Their exhibition is something that 
everyone can remember as food for profitable thought, which is 
more than can be said of the majority of shows." 

From Hillsboro the Coplens moved on to Salem and a most 
appreciative audience in the person of Thomas Condon, chair
man of the science department at the new state university in 
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Eugene City. The professor had much to say about the big 
bones, both in a lecture for the people of Salem and in a subse
quent magazine article. Condon, who had looked at many other 
finds in the Northwest, from the John Day country to the 
Willamette Valley, was especially impressed with the outstand
ing examples of jawbones and teeth. In pondering the circum
stances under which so many animals could have perished in 
such a small area, the professor remembered his own experience 
with a pack horse had that wandered into a small peat bog and 
almost drowned in the bottomless mire. A mammoth, he ex
trapolated, could easily have suffered the same fate. "Another 
and another might follow, and the bones of these animals, thus 
trapped, remain buried in the oozy mud, thoroughly preserved 
from decay." On the subject of man's intersection with the 
behemoths, Condon looked to future studies. "What evidence 
do they give us on the subject of human activity?" he asked. "A 
lively interest will ever cluster around every new discovery of 
these fossils, till this question 1s definitely answered." 

The Walla Walla County Fair ran during the same week as 
its Hillsboro counterpart, and numbered among its exhibits the 
fabulous fossils of the Donahoe brothers. Bill and Tom had 
rented a booth and hired a "ballyhooer" to bark in the crowds. 
The ponderous skull provided the main attraction, but the 
brothers had also wired together two leg bones for full effect, 
leading one reporter to speculate that the live animal "must 

BELOW LEFT: A collection of mammoth bones discovered by 
the Donahoe brothers near present-day Rosalia was exhibited in 
San Francisco in the fall of 1876. 

CENTER: An announcement in the Portland Oregonian of 
September 13, 1876 invited citizens to a lecture featuring the 
Coplen mammoth bones. Ladies and children received a 
discount on admission. 

RIGHT: A reporter for the Portland Evening Standard of 
September 9, 1876, contemplated the role of humans in the 
extermination of mammoths. 
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have been two sizes larger than the Court House." When the 
fair was over, neither Tom nor the newly married William were 
interested in pursuing carnival life any further, and the broth
ers sold their collection to a man named Nathaniel Thwing for 
the sum of $700-about the same price as a herd of sheep. 

Mr. Thwing belonged to a group of "traveling agents" 
who announced plans for a winter tour through California. 
Thwing seems to have been the primary promoter, and with
out wasting any time, he booked steamboat passage to Port
land. On the way downstream, Thwing demonstrated a tal
ent for hyperbole, exaggerating the measurements of his 
fossils to outlandish proportions. He had decided to make a 
detour before departing for California, and he made sure that 
everyone knew he was headed to Oregon's centennial cel
ebration, which pundits predicted would attract the largest 
crowd ever congregated in the state. -\ ~y hen the Centennial Fair opened in Salem on 

October 10, familiar faces such as Montgomery 
Queen's Circus and T. A. Wood's 100,000 Cu-

') riosities were on hand along with two displays of 
mammoth bones. The Coplens handled their collection per
sonally, while Nathaniel Thwing and a Walla Walla associate 
named John Hancock shilled for the Donahoe specimens. Al
though horse racing, needlework prizes, and agricultural ma
chinery garnered the most inches of type in the "Fairground 
Jottings" that appeared in several local papers, the fossil ex
travaganza gained numerous mentions. Several notes referred 
to the bones' appeal to deep 
thinkers and scientific types. 
One such cogitator was a Dr. 
Davis, identified as "the 
philosopher of Hamsburg," 
who informed a reporter 
that the bones of the pre-
h 1s toric brute found in 



Washington Territory had come from the moon when the con
tinent of Africa crashed down after a volcanic eruption. 

As the fair came to a close, the "rival big bones men" 
headed off in opposite directions. Thwing traveled north to 
Portland, where the Donahoe collection was loaded aboard a 
steamer to San Francisco for exhibition. The Coplen Broth
ers, meanwhile, moved south on a tour of the Willamette 
Valley. By October 20, their "Scrounging Big Bones" were 
installed in a former hat shop in downtown Albany, and the 
Eugene City Guard was suggesting another lecture from Pro
fessor Condon to welcome the imminent arrival of the 
Coplen bones in that town. 

But somewhere between Albany and Eugene City, Ben's 
plans changed. The November 4 edition of the Guard in
cluded a succinct and disappointing headline: "NOT COM
ING." Ben Coplen was returning to Hangman Creek to con
tinue excavations, and the fossils had been leased to Pacific 
University in Forest Grove for use in geology classes. George 
Coplen was among the fall enrollees at Tualatin Academy, 
the preparatory school associated with Pacific; Ben confided 
to a visitor the following winter that temporary custody of the 
mammoth bones had been exchanged for tuition. 

In the late fall of 1877, a young fossil collector named 
Charles H. Sternberg was traveling down the Columbia 
when he met an army surgeon who told him about the recent 
discoveries in eastern Washington. Tantalized by the fantas
tic finds, Sternberg mounted an expedition in January 1878 
to explore the Palouse himself. Weeks of wet digging near the 
headwaters of Pine Creek produced a number of fine buffalo 
skulls, but no mammoth bones. Sternberg lamented that "the 
farmer-fossil-hunters had been more fortunate." He visited 
both the Cop lens and the Donahoes, examined their springs, 
and concluded that "these swamps should receive careful 
attention from paleontologists." 

D· 1 uring the next several years, Palouse farmers occa
sionally pulled outsize bones from bogs and 
ditches, but no paleontologists arrived to study 
the promising finds. When Ben left Portland in 

the fall of 1876, he had announced his intention to continue 
excavating in preparation for an eastern tour, and although 
neighbors later recalled helping him with additional digs, the 
tour apparently never came to fruition. In 1879, a graduate 
student at McGill University in Montreal exhibited a molar 
from the Coplen collection and read a paper describing sev
eral of the bones. That same summer, W. D. Lyman, a teacher 
at Pacific University, visited Latah and reported that the 
Coplens still intended to pursue their investigation "so that 
specimens even more extraordinary than those already found 
may reward their search." Whether no more spectacular 
bones were found or whether other projects intervened is not 
known, but by 1883 Ben, Alonzo, and George were busy 
staking claims in the Coeur d'Alene silver district. 

In the spring of 1886, the Chicago Academy of Sciences 
purchased 121 of the Coplen mammoth bones, weighing 700 

pounds, for $350. Over the course of that summer, museum 
preparators sorted through the collection with the goal of re
constructing a complete skeleton. Many parts were lacking, 
and the crew fashioned missing bones from plaster, using the 
remains of an Indian elephant as a pattern. Unveiled that fall, 
the "grand result" represented the first full mount of a mam
moth in North America, and only the second one in the world. 

At the Chicago Academy of Science's meeting in October 
1886, Professor W. K. Higley listed the impressive dimensions 
of the reconstruction. "It will be of interest," he stated, "to 
compare the height of a few elephantine forms." The famous 
Siberian woolly mammoth, mounted in St. Petersburg, mea
sured nine feet three inches in height. P. T. Barnum's greatest 
attraction, the African elephant Jumbo, had been struck by a 
train the previous year, and the circus magnate had reassembled 
the skeleton. But even in his reconstructed glory, Jumbo mea
sured only 10'3" at the shoulder. An Indian elephant at North
western University stood 10'8" inches. A giant mastodon dis
played in Boston stretched to 11 feet. At 13 feet tall, the Coplen 
mammoth was the largest elephant known to science. 

While Chicagoans "gazed with the greatest admiration 
upon the colossal skeleton," a Spokane businessman sought 
out Ben Coplen for an interview. Ben reported that he had 
probed several additional springs around the creek bottoms 
and had taken ribs out of at least one of them, confirming his 
belief that "the quantity of bones remaining unexcavated is 
very great." Later that winter, Ben regaled a visitor from 
Ta coma with details of the original dig and demonstrated the 
magnitude of a remaining tusk. 

There is no record of Benjamin Coplen or any of his broth
ers ever traveling to Chicago to admire the fruit of their 
labors. When the Latah mammoth served as the centerpiece 
of the Washington Pavilion at Chicago's World Columbian 
Exposition of 1893, Ben was celebrating the birth of a son and 
beginning his term as the first mayor of the newly incorpo
rated town of Latah. In 1907 he moved across the state line to 
Plummer, Idaho, taking a few of the remaining mammoth 
fossils along with him and leaving the rest in the homestead 
barn. It was in Plummer that Ben passed away in 1912. 

Two years later, the newly formed Field Museum of Natu
ral History in Chicago purchased the Coplen mammoth skel
eton from the Chicago Academy. After six years in storage, it 
was remounted and has graced the Field's grand exhibition of 
fossil mammals ever since. The second Palouse mammoth 
finds from the exciting summer of 1876-the beautiful skull 
and associated parts discovered by the Donahoe brothers on 
Pine Creek were purchased in 1878 by the paleontologist 
Edward Cope of Philadelphia and later sold to the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York, where they still 
reside today. 

Jack Nisbet lives with his wife and two children in Spokane. This 
article is adapted from his most recent book, Visible Bones (Sasquatch 
Books, 2003), an exploration of the human and natural history of 
the Columbia country. 
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The Land of Opportunity, 1897 

In the four decades between 1880 and 1920, the Northern Pacific Railroad and 
Railway companies were the single largest promoters of Washington. With millions 
of acres of grant lands in hand, the Northern Pacific sought to increase its revenues 

by selling these lands and promoting settlement, thereby creating a considerable freight 
traffic to and from the territory it served. "Washington, the Land of Fruit" is the most 
colorful of the promotional pieces published by the company. Using chromolithograpy, 
the printer was able to achieve a wide range of subtle coloring. Die-cut in the shape of a 
fruit basket, both the front and back pictured the various fruits to be found in Washing
ton. The inside touted central Washington as a land where there were "no extremes of 
heat or cold." Western Washington was the land of"No winter. No cyclones." And, for 
everyone, "Opportunities are waiting in Washington. To be plucked by the fruit grower, 
farmer, dairyman, canner, lumberman, logger, fisherman, and miner." 
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CAPTAINS 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
This essay is an excerpt from Beyond Lewis 
& Clark: The Army Explores the West 
(Washington State Historical Society, 2003), 
the companion book to its namesake exhibition. 

T he story of the United States 
Army in the American West 
is often told in a series of 
freeze-frames from a Holly

wood movie. In quick succession there 
are images of frontier forts, long col
umns of mounted troopers, desperate 
encounters with Indians, all culminat
ing in the obligatory scene of George 
Armstrong Custer's Seventh Cavalry at 
the Little Big Hom. For all their impor
tance as cultural icons, these powerful 
pictures obscure a different and perhaps 
more important story. For nearly a cen
tury-from 1803 until the late 1870s
the army led the way in exploring the 
West. Soldier-explorers-many of 
them members of the elite Corps of To
pographical Engineers-marched into 
the West, mapping mountains and riv
ers, collecting plants and animals, and 
describing native inhabitants and cul
tures. Their published reports, maps, 
drawings, and photographs amounted 
to a grand encyclopedia of the West. 

What began with Thomas Jefferson 
and the Corps of Discovery led by 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 

WEST 
Lewis & Clark 

in the Vanguard of 
Army Exploration 

BY JAMES P. RONDA 

became one of the army's most impor
tant and influential missions. No story 
of the American West is complete with
out recounting the travels of soldier
explorers like Zebulon Montgomery 
Pike, Stephen H. Long, John Charles 
Fremont, William H. Emory, and 
George M. Wheeler. These are names 
mostly lost to us now. At best we remem
ber Pike for a piece of Colorado moun
tain geography. And Fremont-once 
the nation's beloved "Pathfinder"-is 
now a dim memory from some nearly for
gotten history course. But the journeys of 
the soldier-explorers shaped the course 
of America's western empire. Following 
the traces of their journeys, we track the 
American journey. 

Thomas Jefferson was neither a sol
dier nor an explorer, but as president 
and commander-in-chief he sent the 
army into the West with a compelling 
mission of exploration. Like his con
temporaries, Jefferson believed that ex
ploration began with journeys into the 
country of the mind. Behind every ex
pedition was a whole cluster of ideas, 
plans, ambitions, and illusions. For Jef
ferson those ideas and mental excur
sions were all wrapped up in reading. 
While he was a voracious reader and 
once told John Adams, "I cannot live 
without books," opportunities for read-
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ing were often hard to come by in a busy 
presidency. But one of those came each 
summer when Jefferson fled Washing
ton's oppressive humidity and political 
heat for Monticello's mountain cool
ness. In the summer of 1802 Jefferson 
spent time reading and studying two 
new acquisitions-the most recent 
Aaron Arrowsmith "Map of North 
America" and the just-published Voy
ages from Montreal by Alexander Mac
kenzie. Voyages from Montreal detailed 
Mackenzie's searches for an overland 
water route from Atlantic to Pacific, 
including his epic journey to the Pacific 
in 1793. While most of Mackenzie's 
book recounted his travels, the last 
pages of the final chapter shocked Jef
ferson into action. In just a few para
graphs Mackenzie sketched out the di
mensions of a new British Empire in 
North America, a grand domain that 
swept from ocean to ocean. One sen
tence summed up Mackenzie's bold Co
lumbia River imperial strategy. "By 
opening this intercourse between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and form
ing regular establishments through the 
interior, and at both extremes, as well 
as along the coasts and islands, the en
tire command of the fur trade of North 
America might be obtained." But 
Mackenzie envisioned more than a fur 



trade empire. Centering his attention 
on the world of the Columbia, he urged 
Great Britain to occupy the West, mak
ing it a land of homes and farms. 

F ew things could anger the 
president more than the possi
bility of a British occupation 
of the West. Mackenzie's pro

posal touched Jefferson's deep-seated 
anti-British sentiments at the very time 
when tensions with Spain and France 
were mounting. But most important was 
Jefferson's own vision of the West in the 
future of the young republic. By the 
summer of 1802 the president was con
vinced that the nation's continued po
litical and cultural vitality depended on 
agricultural settlement in the West. 
Like many other 18th-century social 
theorists, he believed that the republi
can virtues of independence, self-reli
ance, and civic responsibility thrived 
best in rural, agricultural settings. Those 
virtues-and American independence 
itself-would be in danger should 
Americans slide into urban, industrial 
ways. If the British lion seized the West 
before the American eagle came to nest 
there, the entire experiment in republi
can government might ultimately fail. 
The West was, so Jefferson thought, the 
nation's insurance policy. The Lewis 
and Clark expedition and the march of 
the soldier-explorers began the moment 
Jefferson read Mackenzie. 

This was not the first time Jefferson 
had cast himself as an exploration pa
tron. In 1783, after hearing rumors 
about Canadian traders heading into 
the Far West, he asked Revolutionary 
War hero George Rogers Clark to con
sider leading an American expedition 
to thwart British ambitions. Clark, al
ready disabled and deep in debt, de
clined. As historian Donald Jackson 
writes, this "was hardly a plan; it was 
merely a suggestion." Three years later, 
when he was American ambassador in 
Paris, Jefferson encountered the star
crossed adventurer John Ledyard. 
Ledyard's self-styled "passage to glory" 
began when he served as a corporal of 
marines on board one of the vessels in 
Captain James Cook's third Pacific voy-

age. On that journey Ledyard became 
fascinated with the possibilities of the 
China trade and routes across the 
American continent. Jefferson pro
vided funds for Ledyard's ill-conceived 
walk across Siberia and later thought 
the adventurer might hike the Ameri
can continent from east to west. 

But it was not until 1793-the very 
year that Mackenzie made his continen
tal crossing-that Jefferson had his first 
real opportunity to plan a western expe
dition. When Andre Michaux-bota
nist and sometime French secret agent
approached the American Philosophical 
Society with a plan to cross the conti
nent by way of the Missouri and Colum
bia Rivers, Jefferson was quickly enthusi
astic. His reading in exploration and 
travel literature convinced him that a 
successful expedition required a compre
hensive set of instructions. In many ways 
the document he drafted for Michaux 
was the rough draft of what was prepared 
a decade later for Lewis. Michaux did not 
get beyond Kentucky, but the whole 
venture became part ofJefferson's educa
tion as an exploration planner. 

Wide reading and personal experi
ence joined hands by the end of 1802 as 
Jefferson made plans for an American 

OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Portraits of William Clark 
(left) and Meriwether 
Lewis (right), painted 
shortly after the 
expedition. 

RIGHT: President 
Thomas Jefferson was 
the galvanizing force 
behind the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. His 
instructions to the 
explorers became the 
blueprint for army 
exploration missions 
well into the future . 
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response to Mackenzie and the British 
challenge. In the long history of Euro
American exploration there were many 
kinds of expeditions, each with its own 
set of motives and organizational 
schemes. Missionaries like the Jesuits 
made hazardous excursions deep into 
Indian country, hoping to save souls for 
the Kingdom of God. Merchants and 
traders, often representing firms like the 
Hudson's Bay Company or the North 
West Company, worked their way into 
the American interior in a search for fur 
and markets. Adventurers straight out 
of medieval romance made epic quests 
for cities of gold and lost tribes in the 
land of El Dorado. Land company sur
veyors looked west and mapped out 
farms and towns in the Ohio country. 
And there were the soldiers like young 
George Washington who explored and 
described what are now West Virginia 
and western Pennsylvania. Experience 
with George Rogers Clark, John Led
yard, and Andre Michaux made it clear 
to Jefferson that solitary adventurers 
stood little chance of accomplishing 
complex exploration missions. Jefferson 
had to decide what model to use as he 
planned his response to Mackenzie. 
Would he hire civilian traders based in 



St. Louis? Could employees from the 
federally operated fur trading posts lead 
such a journey? Might his scholarly 
friends in Philadelphia be willing to 
venture across the continent? 

Faced with this crucial organizational 
decision, Jefferson fell back on his read
ing. And the lessons from that reading 
were plain. The most successful, large
scale expeditions were organized along 
military lines. This was the age of Cap
tain James Cook and Captain George 
Vancouver, a time when Great Britain 
used its navy to map a world empire. And 
in that enterprise no one was more influ
ential than Sir Joseph Banks. Longtime 
president of the Royal Society, de facto 
director of the royal botanical garden at 
Kew, and informal scientific advisor to 
the government of George III, Banks was 
England's foremost exploration patron. 
For Banks, voyages of scientific discov
ery were always in the service of empire. 
And no private or company expedition 
could possibly marshal the resources 
necessary to create what British politi
cian Edmund Burke called "the great 
map of mankind." While historians of
ten point to the personal relationship 
between President Jefferson 
and his private secretary, 
Captain Meriwether Lewis, 
as the origin of the American 
military exploration tradi
tion, we should not overlook 
the scope of Jefferson's read
ing and thinking. Jefferson 
read the English exploration 
accounts, knew about Banks, 
and made a clear policy deci
sion. The first American ex
ploring party sent into the 
West would be a military 
venture. What Banks and the 
Royal Navy had done for 
Great Britain, Jefferson and 
the United States Army 
would now attempt for the 
American republic. 

Attorney General Levi 
Lincoln once told Jefferson 
that what became the Lewis 
and Clark expedition was an 
enterprise of "national con
sequence." Like Secretary of 

the Treasury Albert Gallatin-Jeffer
son's other trusted exploration advi
sor-Lincoln understood the impor
tance of placing western exploration in 
army hands. But it would take more than 
energetic officers and hard-working en
listed men to succeed at what Jefferson 
began to call "Mr. Lewis's tour." British 
explorers always set sail with compre
hensive instructions, a kind of program 
based on Enlightenment ideas about 
direct observation, detailed record
keeping, and careful classification of 
plant and animal specimens. Jefferson 
had made an early attempt at preparing 
such directions for Andre Michaux. 
Now Lewis's journey demanded a far 
more expansive set of marching orders. 

T homas Jefferson believed that 
human history could be 
shaped by the power of the 
written word. The Declara

tion of Independence, the draft Consti
tution for the State of Virginia, the Bill 
for Establishing Religious Freedom, and 
the Report on Government for Wes tern 
Territory are all examples of his effort to 
use words to change history. The explo-
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ration instructions prepared for Lewis in 
June 1803 fit that category. The docu
ment was more than just orders from one 
visionary president to a dutiful young of
ficer. The instructions became the char
ter for virtually all federal exploration in 
the 19th-century West. Because the let
ter played so central a role in the army's 
exploration mission, we should pay spe
cial attention to what Jefferson wrote for 
Lewis. The president drafted a remark
ably flexible exploration plan, one that 
had a single core mission with many sec
ondary objectives. Jefferson summed up 
that central mission in one sentence: 
" ... to explore the Missouri river, & such 
principal stream of it, as, by it's course 
and communication with the waters of 
the Pacific ocean, whether the Colum
bia, Oregan, Colorado or any other river 
may offer the most direct and practicable 
water communication across the conti
nent for the purposes of commerce." 
This was the elusive Northwest Passage, 
Jefferson's version of a dream that had 
tantalized explorers and their patrons 
since the age of Columbus. Jefferson sent 
his soldier-explorers in search of a water 
highway; in the following decades 

v, other soldier-explorers would 
~ march west looking for high
t ways suited to the needs of 
f wagons and iron horses. For 
i Jefferson it was not only a 
l route to the riches of India 
J and China but a passage into 
} the fertile lands of the West. 
\l This was, as historical geogra
! pher John L. Allen has writ-
~ ten, "a passage through the 
~ garden." Once the passage 
g was found it would be the 
" :;; highway linking American 
! farmers to world markets. 
~ But the president did not 
f intend to march his explorers 
g into the West wearing blind
g ers. Theirs was to be a wide-

ranging journey of inquiry. 

Sir Joseph Banks, for many 
years president of the Royal 
Society and a scientific advisor 
to the Crown, was a great 
proponent of exploration. 



Like his Enlightenment contemporar
ies, Jefferson believed that truth came 
from experience as well as research in 
libraries and laboratories. Explorers 
made truth by asking questions. While 
other kinds of expeditions pursued 
single goals, the Enlightenment ap
proach championed by Banks and the 
Royal Navy emphasized a broad study 
of the physical environment and hu
man cultures. Having put the North
west Passage at the center of the expe
dition, Jefferson devoted most of the 
instruction draft to a host of secondary 
but vital missions. 

Ever the literary stylist, the president 
composed a series of graceful phrases 
that served to identify and characterize 
these objectives. The explorers were to 
describe and map "the face of the coun
try." Expedition journals were soon 
filled with the most remarkable images 
of western landscapes as men with East 
Coast sensibilities struggled to make 
sense of western realities. Jefferson's 
travelers were also diplomats and eth
nographers, recording "the names of the 
nations" and acknowledging what Will
iam Clark wrote about the expedition's 
"road across the continent" leading 
through "a multitude of Indians." Jef
ferson's instructions contained more 
questions about native peoples and cul
tures than any other single topic. After 
the Louisiana Purchase, Jefferson ex
panded the expedition's Indian missions 
to make diplomacy and the presence of a 
new "Great Father" much more impor
tant. And there was the catchall phrase, 
"other objects worthy of notice"-those 
objects ranged from astronomy and 
botany to mineralogy and zoology. All of 
this was to be written down-"your ob
servations are to be taken with great 
pains and accuracy"-since knowledge 
unrecorded could not be shared with a 
wider world. In retrospect, Jefferson's 
phrases might be seen as titles for indi
vidual volumes in the library cif the 
American West. In future years other 
soldier-explorers would fill in the out
lines and flesh out the chapters. 

By the time Jefferson prepared the fi
nal draft of instructions for Lewis in June 
1803, it was increasingly clear that a 

successful journey of 
the sort the president 
envisioned required 
more than one of
ficer and a hand
ful of soldiers. Even 
though the instruc
tions still spoke about 
a single commander 
and ten or twelve men, 
Lewis and Jefferson had 
already agreed on the 
necessity of a co-com
mander and more troops 
to accomplish so ambi
tious an exploration pro
gram. On June 19, the day 
before the instructions were formally is
sued, Lewis wrote William Clark, invit
ing him to join the journey. What had 
once looked like a squad heading up the 
Missouri was rapidly becoming an infan
try company on the move. 

The recruiting and training of what 
became the Lewis and Clark expedition 
is a familiar story. What we call "the 
Corps of Discovery" was drawn from men 
of many different racial, ethnic, and oc
cupational backgrounds. Some were sol
diers from frontier companies, and not 
always the best men from those outfits, as 
William Clark soon learned. Others were 
hunters with useful skills but unaccus
tomed to the demands of military order 
and discipline. And there were French 
boatmen who possessed valuable river 
knowledge but resented taking orders 
from any but their own leaders. One was 
York, Clark's slave and a man who 
struggled with his master for freedom in 
the years after the expedition. Once 
Sacagawea and her infant son were added 
to this company, the Corps of Discovery 
became as diverse as any American com
munity. But making it an effective mili
tary community was no easy task. 

The winter ( 1803-04) at Camp 
Wood outside St. Louis was 
the expedition's basic train
ing, a time of frequent insub

ordination, tough talk, and at least one 
near-mutiny. The first months pushing 
up the Missouri provided the expe
dition's shakedown cruise-weeks filled 
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Surveyor's compass 
used by William Clark 
during the Lewis and 

Clark expedition. 

with unpleasant episodes of grumbling, W 
rule-breaking, desertion, and harsh dis- f 
cipline. But by the time the expedition § 

reached the Mandan and Hidatsa earth [ 2· 
lodge villages in present-day North Da- l 
kota, the captains and their senior ser- ~ 

geant, John Ordway, had succeeded in [ 
creating an orderly military community, :::: 

ij 
one founded on army discipline and cus- 3 
tom and bound together by a shared ; 
sense of mission. Uniforms, flags, de- ~ 
tachment orders, inspections, parades, [ 
drills, messes, courts-martial, and com- § 

-:1 
pany punishment-all these marked 
the expedition as part of the military 
world. What the captains accomplished 
was something modern soldiers call 
"unit cohesion." And that unit cohe
sion would serve Jefferson's travelers 
well as they headed across the'. moun
tains and down the Columbia to the 
Great Wes tern Sea. 

Nothing tested that unit cohesion 
more than encounters with strange and 
often unsettling landscapes. Some of 
those landscapes were human ones as 
the expedition met, talked, and traded 
with a wide variety of native peoples 
and cultures. Others were all abput ter
rain shapes and weather patterns unlike 
those in eastern North Americ~. With 
rare exceptions, the encounters with 
Native Americans were marked by 
goodwill and even moments of genuine 
friendship. At least so it was until the 
expedition reached the Pacific Coast 
and spent the winter of 1805-06 among 
the Clatsops and their neighbors. While 



\<~,. ·-
--~ ~ -~ ~,... i_~ 
, •. -,.. ''-\...... oi. !!'. 

Z,\i«V"~- 1',. ,f 

, . ,/ • , ' ✓-"'--< t 
:~):~~~;ij~::"~:. 1

·-._ ' s 
:t·. r I 1 
}~/ 8 

'-~\:·:--~· -:-:~:~___,::-~- : ~~!~: .--,:~- = ~::·:· =~=~:;::::~1
==~ :..~t~h:e~e: x:p:e~d:it: i:o:n:'s~s:e~n:se~ o~f~it:s:e:lf~a:n:d~th: e~---

Northwest. The world of the lower Co- ability of Lewis and Clark to make care

"Map of Lewis and Clark's Track, 
Across the Western Portion of North 
America, from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific Ocean, by Order of the Executive 
of the United States in 1804, 5 & 6. 
Copied by Samuel Lewis from the 
Original Drawing of Wm. Clark." 

native peoples living around the mouth 
of the Columbia River treated the 
strangers as one more trading party, 
Jefferson's travelers viewed those living 
on the coast with increasing suspicion 
and hostility. Frustrated by the keen 
bargaining skills of Chinooks and 
Clatsops, Lewis and Clark were quick to 
brand nearby Indians as greedy thieves 
and untrustworthy neighbors. And dif
ficulties in communication-few mem
bers of the expedition learned the Chi
nook trade jargon-made the cultural 
distance even greater. Along the Co
lumbia and on the coast, unit cohe
sion-the powerful sense of community 
and in-group identity-may have 
worked against a deeper understanding 
between Jefferson's explorers and na
tive inhabitants. By drawing in on 
themselves in a strange place, the expe
dition may have shut out its neighbors. 

But it was not only the human land
scape that challenged the Lewis and 
Clark exploration community in the 

lumbia, especially that volatile environ- ful decisions and then take appropriate 
ment where the river meets the ocean, action. With Lewis and a small party 
was like nothing Lewis and Clark had already out on a reconnaissance, Clark 
ever experienced. Here wind and rain watched the weather on November 15, 
mixed with ocean currents and river waiting for a break in the wind and rain. 
waves to create a swirl of unpredictable After a false start early in the morning 
weather and hazardous travel. In mid the weather brightened and the wind 
November 1805 the expedition that slackened later that afternoon. Seizing 
had survived blistering heat on the up- the opportunity, Clark ordered the ca
per Missouri and bitter snows on the noes loaded for a quick escape from "the 
Lolo Trail was stranded on the rocky dismal nitich." After rounding Point 
north shore of the Columbia in present- Ellice-what Clark dubbed "Point Dis
day Washington. What had first seemed tress" or "Blustery Point"-the expedi
an easy sprint to the ocean now bogged tion pulled its canoes up on a "butifull 
down in endless days of rain, high Sand beech." Heading for high ground, 
winds, and dangerous river swells. Clark established what has come to be 
Trapped for nearly a week in a place called Station Camp. The next day ex
Clark aptly called "this dismal nitich," pedition carpenter Patrick Gass noted 
getting past present-day Point Ellice that "we are now at the end of our voy
seemed almost impossible. Never one to age, which has been completely accom
complain, Clark confessed in his jour- plished according to the intent of the 
nal that these days were "the most dis- expedition." 
agreeable time I have experienced." 
And even the quickest look at this in
fantry company on the move confirmed 
his assessment. One of the canoes had 
been shattered on the rocks, food sup
plies were short, nearby Chinooks 
seemed wary of the new arrivals, and the 
explorers' leather clothing was rotting 
and falling to tatters. 

This was a study in frustration. 
These were the moments that tested 
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T he westbound voyage may 
have been over, but there 
was still much to accom
plish. The few days (Novem

ber 15-24) spent at Station Camp were 
filled with the sorts of duties and rou
tines that had shaped the expedition 
from the beginning. Station Camp was 
as much an experience as a place. Once 
again unit cohesion proved the glue 



that held the expedition community to
gether in a new environment. Hunting 
had always been an essential part of that 
community. The first day at Station 
Camp, Clark reported that "our hunters 
and fowlers killd 2 Deer 1 Crane & 2 
ducks." York was also out hunting and 
bagged his share of game. Trading with 
native peoples, and the personal rela
tionships that grew out of such deals, 
also quickly emerged at Station Camp, 
though not without some considerable 
cultural confusion. Nearby Chinooks 
had years of experience with white mer
chants in the maritime fur business. But 
these Station Camp strangers were dif
ferent. They came from the wrong di
rection at the wrong time of year and 
did not seem to understand the rules of 
exchange. Even before they were settled 
in at Fort Clatsop, trade became a 
source of tension and misunderstanding 
between the Americans and their na
tive suppliers. But there was one sort of 
exchange that did go smoothly. On No
vember 21, near the end of the Station 
Camp sojourn, a Chinook man named 
Delashelwilt and his wife (a woman 
Lewis and Clark came to call "the Old 
Baud") brought six young women to es
tablish a camp near where the Ameri
cans had built temporary huts. A thriv
ing, intimate trade soon developed, one 
that followed the expedition when it 
moved across the river to Fort Clatsop. 

Hunting and trade were the daily af
fairs that marked out the days at Station 
Camp. But these soldier-explorers 
needed to do more than merely keep 
body and soul together. Just as at other 
camps, the explorers busied themselves 
with the kinds of scientific pursuits that 
Jefferson's instructions detailed. There 
were plants and animals to describe, In
dian objects and foods to comment on, 
and the terrain itself to evaluate. In sev
eral long journal entries Clark took 
careful note of Chinook clothing, bas
kets, diet, and physical appearance. But 
nothing occupied him more than ex
ploring, surveying, and mapping the 
country around Station Camp and to
ward the ocean. His survey of the Sta
tion Camp landscape is a model for the 
kind of topographic work that Clark did 

so well. Beginning on November 18 
Clark and 11 men undertook an impor
tant reconnaissance from Station Camp 
to the coast. What the explorers did at 
Station Camp was a microcosm for its 
life on the way west. Those few days at 
camp on the Columbia point us to what 
future soldier-explorers would do as they 
marched the West and charted the out
lines of an emerging American empire. 

T he Lewis and Clark expedi
tion stands at the beginning 
of the American explora
tion of the West. The details 

of this emblematic journey are so fasci
nating, it is easy to forget that the expe
dition was a military company marching 
on orders from the commander-in-chief 
and advancing what became the Ameri
can empire. In 1802-03 Thomas Jeffer
son made two fundamental decisions 
with far-reaching consequences. First, he 
made exploring the West a federal prior
ity. This was not merely a matter of presi
dential dreams and congressional funds. 
Jefferson gave the army its exploration 

Lewis & Clark 

mission. That decision was based on ex
pediency-there was no other national 
institution capable of completing such a 
mission-and a wide knowledge of Eu
ropean exploration strategies. Second, 
and equally important, the president did 
not imagine his soldier-explorers as 
mere scouts reconnoitering the posi
tions held by rival European powers or 
potentially hostile native nations. In
stead, he envisioned them as thoughtful 
observers and collectors engaged in a se
ries of extensive surveys, all designed to 
produce many kinds of useful knowl
edge. Writing in 1805, Jefferson confi
dently predicted that future American 
explorers would be like artists "fill[ing] 
up the canvas we begin." In the years 
after Lewis and Clark, soldier-explorers 
would go a long way toward "filling up" 
the western canvas. 

A preeminent Lewis and Clark scholar, 
James P. Ronda, is H. G. Barnard Chair 
in Western History at the University of Tulsa 
and former president of the Western 
History Association. 

U nderg'radua te Symposium 

April 24, 10 AM to 4 PM 

Tacoma Art Museum and the Washington State History Museum have organized 
an undergraduate symposium to explore the issues addressed by the exhibitions, 
lewis and Clark Territory: Contemporary Artists Revisit Race, Place, and Memory, 
and Beyond lewis and Clark: The Army Explores the West . These exhibitions will 
act as the starting point for topics and discussions that look deeper into the 
issues and ramifications of the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804-06. 

Public Keynote Lecture 

Gary E. Moulton 
"Lewis & Clark: Pictures on an Expedition" 
April 24, 6 PM 

In conjunction with the Lewis and Clark Undergraduate Symposium, Tacoma Art 
Museum and the Washington State History Museum will host a public keynote 
lecture at the History Museum by Gary E. Moulton, Thomas C. Sorensen Profes
sor of American History at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, and editor of the 
13-volume set, The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. His lecture will 
focus on the categories in the journals that portray graphic images: maps, flora 
and fauna, and images of people and cultural elements. 

COLUMBIA 23 SPRING 2004 



Crossroads of the Enlightenment in the Pacific Northwest 

By Iris H. W. Engstrand 

--•..-!'llttanists, one Mexican 
and one Scottish, brought 
together through the in
ternational language of 

science, met face to face during the 
summer of 1792 on Vancouver Island in 
present-day British Columbia. The first, 
Jose Mariano Mozifio, arrived as part of 
the expedition of Juan Francisco de la 
Bodega y Quadra to Nootka Sound in 
April of that year. The second, Archi
bald Menzies, was chief naturalist for 
George Vancouver, the British commis
sioner sent to settle a boundary dispute 
in the Pacific Northwest that had been 
brewing between Spain and England 
since 1789. Both men, although little 
known outside of scientific circles, 
stand as significant contributors to the 
botanical knowledge of the North Pa
cific Coast and are true representatives 
of Enlightenment thinking. 

International cooperation among sci
entists of the 18th century transcended 
political and commercial rivalries. In 
Great Britain documents in the archives 
of the Linnean Society of London, the 
Royal Society, the British Museum, and 
Kew Gardens complement the materials 
found in the National Muse um ofN atural 
Science, the Royal Botanical Garden and 
the Naval Museum in Madrid. All, 
among other depositories in France, 

ABOVE: Postage stamp issued by the 
Spanish government in 1%7 showing the 
Spanish and natives at Nootka Sound. 

Switzerland, Mexico, and the United 
States, hold letters, diaries, and cata
logues featuring discussions, descriptions, 
and drawings of New World fauna and 
flora and some analyses of mineral possi
bilities. For all, the intellectual climate of 
rationalism brought about fresh, vigorous 
inquiry into the known world-the ob
servable fundamentals of natural history. 

The British had been actively support
ing scientific discovery for more than a 
century before Vancouver's 1792 voyage 
into the Pacific. On November 28, 1660, 
12 men interested primarily in astronomy 
and mathematics met at Gresham Col
lege in London to found a society that 
would meet weekly to discuss topics of 
scientific interest. At the time of its sec
ond royal charter in 1663, the group be
came known as the Royal Society for the 
Improvement of Natural Knowledge and 
began to sponsor publications. In 1665 
appeared the first issue of Philosophical 
Transactions, the oldest scientific journal 
in continuous publication in England and 
perhaps all of Europe. Famous early mem
bers included Sir Christopher Wren and 
Isaac Newton. By 1780 the Royal Society 
had found a home at Somerset House un
der the presidency of Sir Joseph Banks, 
who remained in office until his death in 
1820. Banks, who accompanied Lieuten
ant James Cook's first expedition ( 1768-
71), had worked with Menzies at Kew 
Gardens and warned his fellow botanist 
that he might face some difficulties under 
the captaincy of George Vancouver. 

Another contributing factor to the 
advancement of scientific knowledge 
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resulted from the activities of Swedish 
botanist Carolus Linnaeus in Stock
holm. Linnaeus set out to organize all 
known plants-first by their class, then 
by their order, genus, and species. As the 
basis of his classification he took the 
presence and character, or the absence, 
of distinctive reproductive organs. In his 
Systema Naturae, Genera Plantarum, 
Classes Plantarum (1738), Philosophia 
Botanica (1751), and Species Plantarum 
( 1753) he built up his system of classifi
cation which, though somewhat artifi
cially contrived, achieved almost imme
diate acceptance throughout Europe. 
Perhaps his Swedish nationality allowed 
the Linnean system to be more readily 
accepted by the intensely competitive 
scientists of England, France, Austria, 
and Spain. After Linnaeus's death in 
1778, his library and botanical collec
tions were bought from his widow by 
James Edward Smith who with others 
founded the Linnean Society of London 
in 1788. Pehr Loefling and Pehr Kalm, 
students of Linnaeus in Sweden, pro
moted their mentor's works in Spain 
and traveled on separate expeditions to 
the Americas between 1748 and 1754. 

By the late 18th century, as Spain's 
empire stretched from the tip of South 
America to Alaska, scientific investiga
tion became an important goal of the 
Bourbon monarchy. Practical inven
tions and curative plants commanded 
the attention of scholars at home and 
abroad. Preparations for the visit of 
Spanish scientists to the North Pacific 
had begun during the 1780s when the 



ministers of Carlos III formulated plans 
for two major exploratory expeditions
the around-the-world voyage led by 
Alejandro Malaspina and the Royal Sci
entific Expedition to New Spain. These 
efforts would eventually carry out de
tailed investigations of the North Pa
cific Coast in 1791 and 1792. Among 
the personnel of these expeditions were 
several naturalists who would survey, 
identify, and classify according to the 
Linnean system all the fauna and flora of 
Spain's overseas possessions. These am
bitious undertakings were begun with 
the full support of the Spanish crown. 

.--ffl!!l!l!'!ll~,al Scientific Expedi
ion to New Spain was cre

ated by decree of the Crown 
on October 27, 1786, under 

the direction of Dr. Martin de Sesse, an 
Aragonese physician living in Cuba. 
While serving in the Spanish army un
der Bernardo de Galvez during the 
American Revolution, Sesse conceived 
the idea of a botanical expedition. 
When he learned that his former com
mander had been appointed viceroy of 
Mexico, he solicited the help of Casi
miro Gomez Ortega, director of the 
Royal Botanical Garden in Madrid, to 
establish an Institute of Botany in the 
viceregal capital. Sesse and others sent 
out to New Spain from Madrid in 1787 
were joined by Jose Mariano Mozifio 
and Jose Maldonado, both natives of 
Mexico, who attended classes in botany 
given by the Spaniards. 

The members of the Royal Expedi
tion, especially director Sesse and phar
macist Vicente Cervantes, had been in
structed by Carlos III to establish field 
studies and classes in botany utilizing 
the Linnean system of binomial nomen
clature. The course was recommended 
to physicians, surgeons, and pharmacists 
for the purpose of learning about the 
curative properties of plants, but it was 
looked upon with little enthusiasm by 
the Royal University since its own 
methods of instruction were quite differ
ent. Nevertheless, the expedition, 
which had the full support of the Crown 
and that of Viceroy Manuel Flores in 
Mexico, eventually found a suitable site 

for a botanical garden and classrooms 
adjoining the viceroy's palace on the 
Z6calo in 1791. There the scientists 
joined the intellectual community of 
the Mexican capital. 

Mozifio, a physician, demonstrated 
such an amazing aptitude for botany that 
Sesse, a doctor himself, singled out the 
ambitious Mexican for special assign
ments. After Mozifio's graduation as first 
in the class, the director appointed him, 
as well as Jose Maldonado-described as 
an "anatomist"-to accompany a third 
major botanical excursion that the 
Spaniards were planning in the territo
ries northwest of Mexico City from 1790 
to 1 792. It proved difficult to obtain 

Buteo albicaudatus Vieillot
white-tailed hawk. Inscribed 
"Falco albiventris." 
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funding for Mozifio and Maldonado's 
salaries, so the second count ofRevillagi
gedo, viceroy of New Spain from 1789 to 
1794, appointed the two Mexicans and a 
talented local artist, Atanasio Echever
rfa, to accompany the expedition ofJuan 
Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra to the 
North Pacific during the summer and fall 
of 1 792. The major purpose of the trip 
was to meet with British commissioner 
George Vancouver to settle the bound
ary questions arising out of the Nootka 
Sound Controversy of 1789. The three 
men departed with Bodega y Quadra 
from San Blas, Mexico, on March 3, 
1792, and reached Friendly Cove at 
Nootka Sound on April 29. 



Mozifio, although traveling to the 
North Pacific as a botanist, was truly a 
universal scholar. A former professor of 
ecclesiastical history and theology in 
Oaxaca, he had just received his degree 
from the School of Medicine at the Uni
versity of Mexico when he enrolled in 
classes at the new Institute of Botany. 
Mozifio's appointment to Bodega y 
Quadra's staff made it possible for him to 
continue as an official member of 
Spain's Royal Scientific Expedition and, 
after his four-month visit to Nootka 
Sound, to prepare Noticias de Nutka, a 
thorough and comprehensive survey of 
that area's history, ethnography, botany, 
and zoology. Mozifio also prepared a vo
cabulary of Nootkan words and, with 
Maldonado's help, compiled a catalog of 
more than 400 species of plants, ani
mals, and birds. Echeverria sketched nu
merous general scenes and individual 
species of fauna and flora. 

Mozifio described the topsoil of the 
Nootka area as having "very little thick
ness." This could be "recognized without 
the slightest difficulty because it began to 
be formed by the decomposition of 
mosses and other tender plants just a few 
centuries ago." He commented that it 
was almost impossible to penetrate the 
island's interior because of its deep gorges 
and thick underbrush. The natives in
habited only the beaches; the mountains 
were populated mainly by bears, lynxes, 
raccoons, weasels, squirrels, and deer. 
Mozifio was "barely able to see a wood
pecker, a hooked-bill sparrow, two hum
mingbirds, and two larks." He also saw a 
number of"white-headed falcon, yellow
speckled falcon, sparrow hawks, crows, 
herons, geese, sea gulls, and so forth." 

When Vancouver arrived, the natu
ralists were joined by Scottish botanist 
Archibald Menzies, who commented in 
his journal that Mozifio, Maldonado 
and Echeverria 

were a part of a Society of Naturalists who 
were employed of late years in examining 
Mexico and New Spain for the purpose of 
collecting materials for a Flora Mexicana, 
which they said would soon be published, 
and with the assistance of so good an artist 
it must be a valuable acquisition. 

Sketch of Jose Mariano Moziiio, 
based on a drawing in the archives of 
El Herbario Nacional, Mexico City. 

Menzies, coincidentally, came from 
a background of interests similar to Mo
zifio's. Although his first love seems al
ways to have been botany, he also stud
ied for the medical profession. After 
leaving home, Menzies journeyed to 

Edinburgh to study medicine at the uni
versity and, as a botany student, en
tered the Royal Botanical Garden 
where his elder brother William worked 
as a botanist. Menzies collected plants 
on a tour through the Highlands in 
1778 but continued his medical studies. 
He then became assistant to a surgeon 
at Carnarvon and finally joined the 
Royal Navy as assistant surgeon. In 
1 790 the British government appointed 
him to accompany Vancouver as offi
cial naturalist on board the Discovery; 
and when the official surgeon became 
ill Menzies took his place. 

natural history" of the 
countries visited and to classify all trees, 
shrubs, plants, grasses, ferns, and mosses 
by their scientific names, was pleased to 
join the Spanish scientists Mozifio and 
Maldonado. The three collected plants 
together and compared notes on local 
fauna. Mozifio described the berries and 
fruits eaten by the natives and men
tioned that "the flowers and fruit of the 
wild rose haw, the silver weed, the tender 
stalks of the angelica, the leaves of the 
lithosperm, the roots of the trailing clo
ver, and the scaly onion-like bulb of the 
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Kamchatka lily" were the vegetables that 
God had provided for these people to 

correct the alkaline imbalance created by 
eating too much seafood. Menzies, on 
September 4, 1792, observed a number of 
native women digging in a meadow in 
"search of a small creeping root" found to 
be "a new species of T rifolium ffimbria
tum, wild clover]." Menzies noted that 
until that moment they had thought the 
women in all their digging had been 
searching for "the Sarane or Roots of 
Lilium Camachatoensa, which we know 
they collect and use as food here .... " 

The meeting between Bodega y 
Quadra and British commissioner 
George Vancouver failed to settle the 
rights of Spain and England in the Pacific 
Northwest. Despite a most cordial rela
tionship, the two men could only agree to 
refer the controversy back to Madrid and 
London. Bodega y Quadra, with Mozifio, 
Maldonado, and Echeverria, departed 
from Nootka for California on Septem
ber 22, 1792. They joined Dionisio 
Alcala Galiano and Cayetano Valdes, as 
well as the artist Jose Cardero in Mon
terey and spent three months working on 
materials gathered in the North Pacific 
area. They also examined the natural re
sources of the local area while Echeverria 
sketched an excellent likeness of the 
California valley quail and several other 
birds. Few written records have been 
found documenting their botanical work. 

Vancouver set sail from Nookta three 
weeks later and met Bodega y Quadra in 
Monterey on November 25 after a brief 
stop in San Francisco. The Spanish 
naturalists again accompanied Menzies 
on some botanical excursions. During 
the English visit, Bodega y Quadra com
pared some longitudes calculated by 
Alejandro Malaspina with those of Van
couver. By early January all reports were 
completed and preparations were made 
for their departure. Bodega y Quadra, on 
the Activa, with Lieutenant William 
Broughton on board, and Vancouver, on 
theDiscovery,sailedonJanuary 14. Van
couver parted company with the Span
iards on January 20, heading for Hawaii, 
while Bodega y Quadra sailed for San 
Blas, arriving in the Mexican port at the 
beginning of February 1793. 



zifio, Maldonado and 
Echeverria, escorting 

roughton, proceeded 
directly to the capital. 

Their English companion continued on 
to Veracruz to seek passage across the 
Atlantic and deliver Vancouver's re
ports to London. When they reached 
Mexico City, Mozifio worked on his 
lengthy Noticias de Nutka. Though fasci
nated by Nootka's attractions for the 
naturalist and ethnographer, Mozifio 
was realistic in assessing Spain's official 
presence there. He believed that reten
tion of the presidio offered no military or 
commercial advantage and recom
mended official withdrawal. Mozifio's 
comments appear to have had little im
pact politically, but his Noticias de Nutka 
was recognized as a valuable study by the 
few scientists who had access to it. 

Royal interest in supporting costly 
botanical expeditions to the Americas 
declined steadily during the reign of 

Micrastur 
semitorquatus 
(Vieillot)
collared forest 
falcon. Inscribed 
"Falco antillarum." 
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Carlos IV. Certain members of the 
court could not understand either the 
value of such undertaking or the 
amount of time a team of scientists 
might need to complete a botanical sur
vey from Central America to Alaska. 
Certainly, they reasoned, the two-year 

extension of the original six-year con
tract given to director Martfn Sesse and 
the Royal Scientific Expedition was 
more than enough time to complete any 
unfinished projects in New Spain. De
spite Sesse's protests, final, uncondi
tional orders· from the king in 1802 

Osteichthyes, Mullidae
goatfish. Inscribed "Mullus 
punctatu, Vulgo Salmonete." 

Hunt catalog #1 
Martyniaceae, Pr oscidea? 
Martynia? racemosa. 
Inscribed "Notka." On 
sketch paper. "-----~~~---~----~~~--""~~- - -.. ... _, 

COLUMBIA 2 7 SPRING 2004 



made the group's departure for Spain 
imminent, although the Botanical Gar
den of Mexico would continue as a func
tioning institution. Mozifio elected to 
accompany Sesse to Madrid to edit the 
manuscript materials and gain support 
for a new Flora Mexicana based on their 
collections and the approximately 1,400 
watercolor paintings and pencil sketches 
made by Echeverrfa and others. 

In Madrid, Mozifio became associ
ated with the Royal Academy of Medi
cine and, while pursuing his various 
projects, served as the academy's presi
dent for four terms between 1805 and 
1812. Sesse, plagued by poor health, 
died in 1808 before editing of the Mexi
can Flora was completed. Mozifio, then 
working alone, tried to keep his botani
cal collection protected and together, 
but a series of unfortunate occurrences 
disrupted his plans. 

Even though the Napoleonic gov
ernment then in power in Spain did not 
support the Flora, it did not stand in the 
way. Nevertheless, when the French 
withdrew in 1815, the returning Span
ish patriots branded Mozifio a traitor 
and forced him to leave Madrid with his 
manuscripts and paintings in an old 
hand cart and head for the French bor
der. As a result, the expedition's work 
became scattered. Mozifio finally re
ceived permission to return to Spain, 
but he died in Barcelona in 1820. Some 
2,000 paintings, plus some of his per
sonal effects, remained in the possession 
of Dr. Rafael Esteva, his attending phy
sician. These paintings, recovered years 

later, now form the Torner Collection 
in the Hunt Institute of Botanical 
Documentation at Carnegie Mellon 
University, Pittsburgh. 

---~"~rbarium of Sesse and 
ozifio preserved in Mad

rid is extensive, containing 
more than 10,000 speci

mens. It shows that Mozifio had begun 
to organize them in a manner suitable 
for publication as a flora of New Spain. 
Certain illustrations Mozifio left tempo
rarily in Geneva during his exile did give 
Spain some credit by forming the basis 
for 1 7 new genera and 2 71 new species 
published in De Candolle's Systema and 
Prodonus during the 1830s. 

Archibald Menzies, after experienc
ing some difficulties with Vancouver, 
including a near court-martial, returned 
to England and published several ar
ticles in the Transactions of the Linnean 
Society of London. He prepared a "De
scription of the Anatomy of the Sea 
Otter" with Everard Home that ap
peared in the Royal Society's Philosophi
cal Transactions in 1796. He also contin
ued the study of medicine and obtained 
the MD degree at Aberdeen University 
in July 1799. 

Although Menzies was a generous 
donor of the collections made during 
his voyages, his specimens were not de
scribed and recorded for many years. 
When Friedrich Pursch was writing his 
Flora Americae Septentrionalis ( 1814), he 
concentrated his attention mainly on 
the collection of plants made by Lewis 
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Interior vie1-v of 
Maquinna's lodge 
showing the chief 
dancing, with the 
Spaniards on the 
left, including Juan 
Fransicso de la 
Bodega y Quadra 
(probably standing) 
and Jose Mariano 
Moziiio seated third 
from left, 1792. 

Archibald Menzies, c. 1830. The original 
of this painting hangs in the Linnean 
Society's Burlington House, London. 

and Clark from 1804 to 1806. Menzies, 
therefore, was not credited for a number 
of species that he had seen and collected 
ten years before. 

Menzies, like Mozifio, did not re
ceive the immediate recognition he de
served-not for lack of dedication but 
for circumstances beyond his control. 
Both scientists, however, have become 
much better known in recent years and 
are now able to occupy their proper 
place in current literature both in the 
Americas and in Europe. 

Iris H. W. Engstrand, professor of history at the 
University of San Diego, has taught Calif omia 
history for over 30 years and is author of 20 
books and numerous articles on California, the 
Pacific Northwest , and the Spanish Southwest. 



W HILE THE PHYSICAL character of our contem
porary suburban landscape is traditionally at
tributed to a post-World War II housing phe
nomenon, the roots of our suburban ideal lie 

much deeper. Ebenezer Howard's late-19th-century Garden 
City concepts, as well as the "communitarian" experiments of 
the 1930s, are the most obvious precedents. As we scrutinize 
World War II-era defense and war housing projects, however, 
it becomes clear the degree to which a shifting economic base 
spurred by defense manufacturing, in conjunction with a mo
bile population and modem community planning concepts, 
created the framework for modem suburban development. 

The typical World War II defense housing project was con
structed in proximity to a defense manufacturing or military 
facility. These were undertaken by "community builders" like 
William J. Levitt, who consolidated land subdivision, con
struction, and sales into one enterprise. Alternately, they were 
constructed with public funds and intended to be used eventu
ally for public housing. By contrast, the Hanford Engineer 
Works Village (now Richland, Washington) was constructed 

The 

at an isolated location as part of the highly secretive Manhat
tan Project and was designed as a sizable, permanent, federally
owned company town. Today extant homes, commercial 
buildings, and public spaces, overlaid by nearly 60 years of use 
and alteration, continue to embody characteristics associated 
with large-scale postwar housing developments. Various fac
tors-including geographic isolation, secrecy, and urgency, in 
conjunction with expeditious and opportunistic decision
making-served to shape the Hanford Engineer Works 
(HEW) Village, a truly nuclear community. 

In early 1943 the Manhattan Engineering District (MED) of 
the United States Army Corps of Engineers selected Hanford, 
Washington, as the site for World War II plutonium production 
facilities. E. I. Du Pont de Nemours & Company of Wilming
ton, Delaware (DuPont) was hired to construct and operate the 
HEW industrial facilities as well as create a new village to house 
the company's operational employees. On January 23, 1943, a 
meeting held at the DuPont headquarters was attended by offi
cials of DuPont and the Corps ofEngineers where General L. R. 
Groves outlined the federal government's land acquisition 

By David W. Harvey & Katheryn Hill Krafft 

HANFORD ENGINEER WORKS 

Vftlage City of Richland, HEW Village, 1944-
al/1hahet homes III the buckgro1md, Culumlnu 

High School in the foreground. 



policy for the project. He reported that the agricultural hamlets 
of Hanford, Richland, and White Bluffs, including 50,000 acres 
of farmland, were to be immediately acquired so that a 625-
square-mile secret facility could be created. 

The project site was selected, at least in part, due to its 
isolation from any population center. From the outset, the 
planning of the HEW complex was based on the realization 
that surrounding Columbia Basin communities would be able 
to supply living facilities for only a tiny portion of the necessary 
construction and operations personnel. It would therefore be 
necessary to rapidly develop temporary housing for thousands 
of construction crew members and plan and construct a perma
nent village to house the production workers and their families. 

The Corps of Engineers selected the southwestern portion 
of the project area, the site of the small agricultural 
town of Richland, to establish the new "village." 
The original townsite of Richland had been es
tablished in 1906 during a period of accelerated 
irrigation development and land promotion. It 
had a population of approximately 250 people 
within its incorporated limits when, in Febru
ary and March 1943 all of the privately owned 
property was acquired by condemnation. The 
old townsite comprised roughly one-third of the land needed to 
create the HEW Village. This was a rural community with a 
civic and commercial center situated along the old county 
highway and a scattered pattern of residences, established 
farms, and fruit orchards. DuPont officials noted that the "land 
when irrigated was productive but many of the farms had been 
taken over by the irrigation district during· the Depression 
through the inability of the owners to pay their water rentals." 

Richland was selected as the new village site because of its 
proximity to the major processing areas at the northern end of 
the nuclear reservation. Although it was an established com
munity, it was considered sufficiently distant (15 to 30 miles) 
from the production facilities for security and safety purposes. 

N EARLY MARCH 1943 DuPont and MED officials 
contacted Gustav A. Pehrson, a Spokane architect
engineer, and asked him to furnish the engineering and 
architectural services required to create the village. Af-

ter considerable hesitation and negotiation, Pehrson con
tracted with DuPont to provide services that would include the 
preparation of complete plans and specifications for the 

LEI-T: A residential urea in Richla11d 
before the heginning of e<mstructicm 
(inset) and eight month, later td1cn 
450 homes had been comf>lctnl. 

OPPOSITE PA(JF: A 1946 placemat 
vith a view of the Hanford ~ire, mid

Columlna Ba.,in, and Richland. 

dwellings, commercial buildings, dor
mitories, community buildings; related 
water service, sewer system and waste 

disposal; electric power distribution; as well as streets and 
sidewalks. He began work in mid-March and was required to 
prepare the plans and specifications for the initial duplex 
house type within one week. Architectural plans and specifi
cations for the design of village housing for 6,500 residents 
(and intended to expand to serve 12,000 residents) had to be 
completed within two and a half months. Pehrson's staff re
portedly grew from "two men and a girl" to over 350 archi
tects, draftsmen, and engineers. He established an office in 
Pasco and continued to operate an office in Spokane at the 
Old National Bank Building. Construction of the HEW Vil
lage began with the earliest housing units in late April. The 
first unit was completed in late July, and work continued 
under intense pressure until early 1945. The project was not 

considered complete until June 1945. 
Pehrson was a Swedish-born archi

tect who is credited with the design of 
hundreds of buildings in Spokane and 
the Inland Empire from 1913 until his 
death at the age of 85 in 1968. During 
his long career Pehrson developed the 
well-deserved reputation of having an 
unyielding temperament for hard work. 

He began his Spokane career with the venerable firm of Cut
ter & Malgren (who coincidentally was also a Swedish immi
grant) and served as the project architect for the design of the 
Davenport Hotel. After a falling-out with K. K. Cutter in 1916 
Pehrson established his own firm and continued as Louis 
Davenport's architect for several decades. During the 1920s 
and 1930s he operated a diverse architectural practice, de
signed numerous highly regarded commercial and residential 
projects, and gained regional fame. 

By 1943 Pehrson was clearly among the most well-known 
and well-established architects practicing in the Inland Em
pire. The creation of the HEW Village fits into what was a 
lifelong pattern of industrious devotion to the challenges of 
financing, designing, and constructing architecture. There is 
no record of any prior involvement by Pehrson with Federal 
Housing Administration or Defense Housing projects during 
the late 1930s or early 1940s. He was reportedly involved 
with the design of aircraft hangars at Geiger Field (now Spo
kane International Airport) immediately prior to assuming 
this project. His selection by military and civilian officials for 
this highly secretive and complicated project appears to have 
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been based on both his reputation for hard work and his 
familiarity with and appreciation for the terrain and climatic 
conditions in the Columbia Basin. 

In August 1943, after the earliest house types were well 
under construction, DuPont requested that Pehrson prepare a 
report describing the general features of the HEW Village. The 
"Report on the Hanford Engineer Works Village" was modeled 
on a similar report prepared for the Clinton Engineer Works 
Village at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, which was simultaneously 
under construction. Pehrson's lengthy report documenting the 
prior six months of work was submitted in November 1943. It 
described the existing conditions at the townsite, the back
ground and basis for the design of the entire village, and iden
tified the problems encountered in the process. 

T HREE PRINCIPAL PROBLEMS faced the village plan
ners, designers, and construction workers. First, as 
a war project to be completed quickly, important 
aspects of the project had been finished prior to 

the involvement of architects and site planners. Most diffi
cult was the fact that a great deal of information about the 
project and its purposes could not be revealed to them. The 
architect-engineer, surveyors, and planners knew only the 
barest essentials about the project. According to Pehrson's 
November 1943 report: 

The reason for the location of the site was not divulged, al
though the specifications precluded the possibility of locating 
the work near any existing town of a size sufficient to accom
modate the people required . .. the planners could not weigh 
any of the sociological or ecological factors involved. Under 

the circumstances, they were 

without information as to the anticipated future use, owner
ship, administration, economic or industrial base of the vil
lage, or the probable population shifts after the war. In the 
actual laying out of the site, therefore, many important deci
sions were def erred to those with more thorough understanding 
of the scope and objectives of the project. 

Second, while the planners were aware that the village 
was intended to house people working at HEW (and those 
employed in the administrative area), standard information 
about the intended population was very limited. The initial 
analysis of housing requirements was made by the army and 
DuPont and was based on several incorrect assumptions re
garding the utility of the existing housing accommodations 
( within and outside the village site) and the actual required 
plant, construction, and village work force population. The 
number of plant employees and family members, the antici
pated total village population, the number, sizes, and costs of 
the required housing units and the related village retail, 
commercial, and community needs fluctuated throughout 
the design process. The anticipated village population of 
6,500 grew, with a final building schedule based on an actual 
village population of nearly 16,000. 

In addition to these factors, G. A. Pehrson was simulta
neously pressured by DuPont to provide good quality housing 
for their employees and by the military for an economical 
approach that would provide only the most basic and minimal 
forms of housing. Debates ensued regarding the inclusion and 
utility of basements, fireplaces, and enclosed porches, and 
brought about frustration and ultimately compromise for both 
Pehrson and the DuPont officials. 

The village was initially designed to house only HEW 
operational personnel and their families. 
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orchards. The same quality of materials 
and construction were used in all dwell
ings. Yards were large and as uniform in 
size as feasible, and the site plan included 
generous amounts of "greenbelts," or 
open space and common areas. 

The village plan was neighborhood 
oriented with a predominantly curvilin
ear street system. Neighborhood streets 
and main arterials were designed to ac
commodate bus travel to and from HEW 
and commercial areas within the village. 
Some streets terminated in cul-de-sacs, 
and instead of garages the plan included 

L- -----------------------~ : : : : : ~ :
1 

parking courts or car compounds. The 
former provided convenient off-street parking and connected 

However, its construction was ultimately expedited for the 
purpose of making a portion of it temporarily available for 
housing construction personnel and their families. It differed 
from earlier New Deal era housing projects, planned towns or 
communities that typically had the advantage of proximity to 
populated areas for supplies, equipment, and personnel. Prior 
New Deal era planned communities or resettlement towns 
were typically established to house low-income families. The 
HEW Village however, was a rather unusual company town 
constructed in a state of urgency and secrecy at an isolated 
location. Thus, according to a 1945 DuPont report, "due to its 
size, unique nature and remote location, there was little in the 
way of precedent upon which to draw. Speed of construction 
was paramount so that in most cases only a minimum of study 
could be given to the various problems and questions arising 
before arriving at decisions or determining policy." 

HILE THE VILLAGE was created in response to 
a wartime emergency, its planning reflected 
to some degree the democratic and environ• 
mental attitudes of earlier "communitarian" 

planners. The design attempted to follow the existing land 
contours and sought to preserve the existing shade trees 
(cottonwoods, willows, and black locust trees) and old fruit 

the residences via a network of courtside walkways. 
Following utopian "garden" communities, the plan for the 

village separated residential, commercial and industrial areas 
from one another by the use of greenbelts or open space. Pehr
son noted that plans existed for an "abundance of open green 
spaces running into the center of the town, with tree-lined 
parkways dividing the town naturally into neighborhoods, pro
viding pleasant and safe walks for students going to and from 
school." There was already a fine park along the Columbia 
River "with wedges of greenery and trees coursed by irrigation 
canals fringed with trees and shrubs ... the answer to a town 
planner's dream. There could be no better guarantee against 
tedium, no better guarantee of open air and space to play." 

All of the house types in the original village plan were 
wood-frame construction with concrete foundations and 
basements. They were constructed in wall sections which 
were then raised into place in a production-line method. 
Much of the framing lumber was high-quality Douglas fir that 
had been harvested from the 1929 Tillamook burn in Oregon. 
Complete mills, shops, and concrete plants were set up on
site. These factors contributed significantly to the speed, low 
cost, and uniform quality of construction. 

Eight different house types and floor plans were used to 
create a total of 2,500 permanent housing units. The majority 
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were duplexes, although single family homes that varied in size 
and construction cost were also an essential part of the village 
plan. The intent was to achieve a mixture of income levels in 
each of the neighborhood districts. Despite these intentions, 
specifications called for higher cost houses to be given more 
favorable locations, concentrated in the district nearest the 
Columbia River. Indeed, the majority of the duplexes were 
concentrated in the western portion of the town, with a greater 
number of single family homes situated east of the old County 
Road (now George Washington Way), and nearer to the river. 

Ultimately, the layout for the HEW Village took into con
sideration the natural and the cultural landscape of the old 
townsite and other features within the general vicinity. The 
designs of the new house types were also based on the architect's 
observations of the existing older residential structures. Not 
surprisingly, Pehrson observed: "Their orientation, their use of 
screen porches shaded by vines and trees indicated to the site 
planners the expression of the need by the former residents of 
shade and as great a degree of air circulation as possible." 

The generous spacing of all dwellings was recommended T HE CREATION OF the HEW Village involved the 
due to the low cost of land and high degree of fire danger planning and design of four distinct residential 
during the hot, dry summers. Each residence typically in- neighborhood districts and a central business dis-
eluded an ample backyard. To reduce monotony ( and increase trict, as well as the design of commercial, com-
privacy) houses were placed at an angle to the street; higher munity and administrative structures of all kinds and func
two-story houses were placed at the middle of the block while tions and their related utility and sewer systems. However, 
at the ends of the blocks, lower units were set back, in order to only the residential building designs that significantly de
achieve an "open" feeling at the street intersections. fined the character of the village are worthy of close scru-

Potential flooding from the Columbia River was of con- tiny, in an effort to understand both their design criteria and 
cem to the planners. There had been a record flood overflow- social implications. 
ing the river banks in 1894, and large areas of the original The final housing plan prescribed dwelling types typically 
Richland townsite were seriously impacted. It was decided identified by "unit" letter. These basic housing types were 
that a uniform minimum first-floor elevation of 360 feet organized by the number of bedrooms (one, two, three, or 
above sea level, four feet above the townsite's flood level, four) and the related cost of construction. For nonresidents 
would be used for all residential buildings. identified as "transients," or individuals waiting for assign-

Pehrson's design for the village took into consideration ment to other dwellings the housing plan called for the con
the existing highway and road system and the presence of 185 struction of the Transient Quarters, initially referred to as the 
existing residential, commercial, and community buildings. It Clubhouse. For persons without family members, there were 
was initially estimated that 75 of the existing buildings ~~~ dormitories for women, the "J" units, and for men, 
could be retained, reconditioned, and converted for resi- ( ~ J the "K" units. The Corps of Engineers initially an-
dential or commercial use. Pehrson's work involved the ~i ,;\_,) ticipated the need for only six women's dormito-
examination and assessment of these settlement-era struc- ~ ~"' ../ ries and twenty men's dorms. In fact, there proved 
tures. This aspect of the project proved to be time-con- ~ to be a substantially greater number of single 
suming and discouraging because incorporating ~-\ women than single men in the operational work 
existing buildings and structures into the village ~ ~ t force and seventeen women's dormitories and eight 
plan caused several problems. Some of the resi- men's dorms were actually provided. 
dences had electricity but few had sewers and -=- One-bedroom units were initially planned in 
indoor plumbing, and water was mainly from in- r-:i<ta,J,-..; eight-unit apartment buildings (Type "I"), similar 
dividual wells. Pehrson determined that "these to the familiar row house. Because there was suffi-
conditions naturally affected the adaptability of cient land area and a desire to avoid "the psycho-
the dwellings to modem use." Many of the properties were logical hazard in a too-cramped plan," the row house type was 
found to be either of questionable quality and unsuitable for limited to only the one-bedroom unit. In the final analysis, the 
continued use, difficult to incorporate into the layout and Type "I" was entirely eliminated from the housing plan and 
infrastructure of the village plan, or too expensive to modem- prefabricated_ individual one-bedroom units were built. 
ize and bring up to the standards required by DuPont and the The two-bedroom units were provided in a duplex-Type 
Corps of Engineers. Thus, only 26 of these structures were "B" plan. Three-bedroom units were provided in the duplex
ultimately retained for use within the village. Type "A" plan as well as three different plans for single family 

Pehrson expressed dismay with the requirement that they residences, Types "E", "F," and "H." Four-bedroom units were 
utilize even those nineteen residences and seven commercial provided by three separate plans for single family residences, 
facilities. "The difference in the materials used, the general Types "D," "G," and "L."These housing types each had a basic 
appearances of the structures, and the necessity of accepting plan; however, some variation was achieved by using different 
them 'as they are' hampered site planners and will influence exterior cladding materials, altering the mass, or flipping the 
the total effect of the commercial center as now planned ... the plan of the building and altering the roof form. 
current buildings are conspicuous and so prevent the effect The duplex houses (Types "A" and "B") were the basic 
from being as harmonious as the planners had hoped." housing types within the village. The Type "A" was a two-story 
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duplex with two three-bedroom family units. The two identical form with wall dormers. The finishes again fit into the village 
family units were symmetrically placed around a central axis. A palette and included the exterior wainscot treatment, quite 
central party wall allowed for three outside walls at each unit. similar to the Type "A" duplex. The other lower-cost single 
This was a crucial feature, given the summer time temperatures, family unit was the Type "H." This three-bedroom unit was 
and provided maximum opportunity for cross ventilation on clearly similar to the individual unit plans of the Type "B" 
both the first and second floor levels. The floor plan included a duplex. The one-story form, side gable plan, and exterior 
large living room and dining alcove and a kitchen designed to finishes were very similar. The living room/dining alcove, 
accommodate two or three people at work. This house type, as rear stair configuration and storage space remained essential 
all of the original planned house types, included a generous elements. A "Colonial" paneled door with fluted trim sur
amount of closet space and a basement that housed a coal round was provided in order to give this unit type some indi
furnace and provided a laundry space and general storage area. vidual distinction. 
Perhson described the interior appointments, the built-in The Type "D," "E," and "G" units were each single family 
cabinetry, plumbing and kitchen fixtures and interior finishes dwellings initially designed to be constructed within the under
as "adequate without being luxurious." The interior finishes $7,500 construction cost range. Later in the project the Type 
remained standard throughout the project-floors were typi- "L" was added within this category. In a conscious effort to 
cally natural stained hardwood; kitchens and bathrooms, lino- follow a "democratic principle," these houses differed in "quan
leum; walls and ceilings were painted drywall with softwood titative" rather than qualitative ways. They utilized the same 
trim. The boxlike, two-story form of the "A" Type helped to quality construction materials and techniques, incorporated 
break up the monotony within the streetscapes of the village the same essential spatial features (living room/dining alcove, 
and was distinguished by a variegated siding pattern and sym- storage space and relationship to the out-of-doors). The designs 
metrical Colonial Revival proportions. primarily differed in the quantity of bedroom (four) and bath-

The one-story duplex plan, Type "B," was the principal room (two) space. It was assumed that many of these houses 
family housing unit in the village. The two identical two- would be occupied by the "more permanent executives upon 
bedroom family units are symmetrically placed around a cen- whom certain socio-business demands are made." Thus, sub
tral axis, very similar to the Type "A" duplex units. Again, the stantially fewer of these house types were indeed constructed. A 
bedrooms were placed at exterior angles in order to provide conscious effort was made to lend variety, however subtly, to 
cross ventilation. The standard rear exit/basement stair ar- the use of these standard plans by varying the exterior cladding 
rangement ( utilized in virtually all of the ~~==-----==----- materials between shake siding and horizon
house types) provided easy access to the L__ ----=:....:. -· ~ ~ ta! wood siding and alternating the mass or 
basement and efficient circulation between JI. 1B 1 ~; _'f.. ') ~ ; :J] plan orientation. In the case of the Type "E," 
the basement, the main house and the out- ~- -.. . • · ••· ' ~- the roof form also varied between a straight 
of-doors. Again, generous closet and storage · ::..:._.-, · · .•...:._ · _...__ •· ·. :::!" · gable and a hipped gable. 
spaces of various kinds were provided, which ;_j,,.;c., · Traditional architectural forms and ele-
Pehrson noted "is highly favored by the housewife." The stan- ments were consciously used within the housing designs to 
dard dining and living room alcove remains an essential ele- provide villagers with a sense of normalcy and continuity. 
ment within the floor plan, as well. The Type "B" plan, being The architectural character of the HEW Village fits within 
one story in height was a distinctly horizontal form and was the modern 20th-century "Minimal Traditional" stylistic cat
typically finished with heavy cedar shakes. The gable ends egory. These residential designs reflect the form of traditional 
incorporated vertical siding complementary to the exterior eclectic designs that gained broad popularity in the 1920s as 
wainscoting used on the Type "A" units. Tudor and Colonial Revival styles but with only minimal 

T HE TYPE "F" and "H" units were each single family 
house types designed to be constructed for under 
$6,000. The Type "F" was a two-story form, nearly 
square in plan, that included three bedrooms on 

the upper floor level. Perhson noted that as "a version of an 
old and much admired plan, it offers every possible utilization 
of space and advantage of orientation." It was indeed eco
nomical in space and construction cost, and is clearly based 
on the "American foursquare," a highly popular house type 
dating back to the mid-19th century. Every room could be 
cross ventilated and while the standard living room/dining 
alcove was provided, a large kitchen, by HEW Village stan
dards, was also included. In exterior appearance the architect 
found the form rather "boxy," thus he utilized a side gable roof 

decorative elements. This Minimal Traditional style was 
commonly constructed between 1935 and 1950 and has its 
roots in Depression-era forfeiture as well as the modern Inter
national Style that favored efficiency and the unornamented 
wall surface. A lack of ornament, simplified building forms, 
intermediate roof pitches, as well as close eaves and rakes 
distinguish all of the village house types. The one-story and 
one-and-a-half-story houses with dominant front gables sug
gest the Tudor cottages popularized in the 19 lOs and 1920s. 
The two-story houses are loosely based on well-established 
traditional Colonial plans and house types. 

The design criteria upon which the HEW Village house 
types were based indicate that serious consideration was given 
to the comfort and varying sizes of relocated families, the occu
pational and social-related needs of executives as well as less 
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senior employees, and the opinions and needs 
of relocated housewives-all in conjunction 
with a predominantly "democratic" approach. 
There was an equally overriding need to 
maintain high morale. Perhson stated: 

High morale cannot be achieved by crowding 
skilled and veteran workers into inadequate 
dwellings. Neither can it be predicated upon 
salary, position, or caste distinction. No vil
lage can eliminate such distinctions entirely 
for it is the American tradition to aspire to 
executive status, and where such men lo
cate will undoubtedly be considered favored 
territory; but insofar as the planners could 
arrange these matters, all types of houses 
were scattered throughout the project. 

During the latter stages of the establishment of 
the HEW Village the Army Corps of Engineers recom
mended that DuPont consider the possibility of using prefab
ricated housing within the village. The Operating Depart
ment and Design and Construction Divisions within DuPont 
selected a prefabricated housing model used at a War Hous
ing project in Knoxville, Tennessee. These prefabricated 
house types had originally been designed for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. Thus, the village plan was expanded to 
include one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and three-bedroom 
prefabricated houses that could be constructed for DuPont at 
a significantly lower cost than the Pehrson-designed houses. 
A total of 1,804 prefabricated units was approved for con
struction and situated in the southwestern portion of the 
village. As already mentioned, the one-bedroom apartment 
buildings, Type I, had been deleted from the original plan 
and fewer Type "B" duplexes were constructed than origi
nally anticipated. The design of these houses, with flat roofs 
and without traditional form or architectural character, 
placed in a repetitious pattern and concentrated in one dis
trict, deviated significantly from Pehrson's plan for the vil
lage. However, the necessary housing was provided more 
expeditiously and economically. 

A FTER AUGUST 6, 1945, the purpose of the 
Hanford Engineer Works became well-known. 
The village continued to provide housing and 
community needs to workers involved with plu

tonium production. The post-World War II era brought addi
tional growth and the planned homogeneous expansion of 
the original village plan. By 1950 the population of Richland 
had grown to almost 22,000, and hundreds of additional 
houses, based on G. A. Pehrson-designed house plans, had 
been constructed. Between 1957 and 1960 the entire town, 
including the individual houses, commercial and community 
buildings, and administrative facilities not directly involved 
with the Engineer Works production or operation, was sold to 

A /wge frnm a 1948 
Richland Junior Chamber of Commerce publication showing 
four t:,pical post-war houses fnmi among the thot'-~ands of 
"al/Jhahct" house.~ built to accommodate the Hanford work forn-. 

the town residents and business owners. While the creation 
and establishment of the village had been one of the largest 
undertakings of this kind in the nation, the sale of the town 
was reported to be the largest single-package real estate trans
action in United States history. Over the subsequent 40-plus 
years, the homogeneous character of these residential proper
ties and their neighborhoods has been gradually modified and 
changed to suit private ownership and individual taste, re
flecting broader changes in American society. 

The Hanford Engineer Works Village was shaped by a 
peculiar mixture of military austerity, business concerns, eco
nomic opportunism, and democratic and environmental ide
als filtered through communitarian and public works projects 
and overlaid on a settlement landscape. It was considered a 
"step above" its sister atomic cities of Los Alamos and Oak 
Ridge. Here, a mobile population found lucrative employ
ment in a highly secretive defense manufacturing mission as 
well as comfortable middle-class housing. The Hanford Engi
neer Works Village provided a respite from the harshness of 
the surrounding desert and the strict military atmosphere at 
Hanford. One recognizes in this nuclear village the essential 
framework of our modem suburban communities. 

David Harvey has lived in a "Q" house in Richland for the past ten 
years. Since 1993 he has been senior research scientist/historian for the 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, which is operated by Battelle 
for the United States Department of Energy at the Hanford nuclear 
site; and he has been active in numerous local and state historical societ
ies and preservation boards. Katheryn Hill Krafft was bom in Richland 
and raised in a "Q" house. Since 197 4 she has been involved with a 
wide range of historic preservation, rehabilitation and cultural resource 
management projects, currently serving as landmarks coordinator for 
the King County Historic Preservation Program. 
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BY DAVID L. CHAPMAN 

Lincoln County 

OUSE 
Fire and Fury over the County Seat 

T he morning of August 3, 1895, dawned hot and 
dusty in Sprague, the busy seat of Lincoln 
County. Most of the town's 3,000 citizens made 
their living from the Northern Pacific Railroad, 

and these busy employees arose and went to work in due 
course. Sprague's main thoroughfare, chockablock with brick 
and wooden frame buildings, quickly bustled with pedestri
ans. The street ran at the bottom of a shallow eastern Wash
ington valley, and comfortable homes of the town's residents 
dotted the low hillside rising above the business district. 

Shortly after sunrise a blast-furnace wind began to blow off 
the hot, dry scablands outside of town. As the day progressed, 
the gusts picked up heat and intensity, and at one point it blew 
with such force that a wooden structure was overturned on the 
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ABOVE: 
Lincoln County's 
current courthouse 
remains essentially 
the same as when 
it was completed in 
1897. A fire in 
1995 damaged 
the roof and 
second floor, 
but since then 
the structure has 
been beautifully 
restored. 



tracks outside town. As bad luck would 
have it, precisely at noon, a fire broke 
out in a blacksmith shop on the outskirts 
of town and quickly spread to the feed 
and chop mill next door. From there, 
the conflagration jumped from building 
to building with a speed and intensity 
that dismayed everyone. Whipped up by 
the fierce winds, the flames advanced 
with lightening speed until nearly the 
entire town was ablaze. In a matter of 
minutes the fire had consumed the rail
road offices and train yard and reduced 
everything to smoking ashes. The wind 
funneled down through the little valley 
and swept the flames ahead of it until 
the entire business district was ruined. 

More than wood, brick, and mortar 
had been destroyed that fateful August 
afternoon, for the flames had also taken 
away Sprague's preeminence in the 
county. The town's citizens would soon 
learn that the blaze had robbed them of 
their chief means of livelihood. As one 
contemporary newspaper ruefully put it, 
"The destiny of Sprague and the history 
of Lincoln County was changed by the 
careless use of fire in a dingy little black
smith shop on a windy day." 

Sprague had seen much controversy 
and even violence before, as had all of 
Lincoln County. In fact, it would be fair 
to say that no other county had encoun
tered more antagonism in its birth than 
Lincoln. It was something of a miracle 
that it was formed at all and an even 
greater wonder that it survived. Like 
most parts of the Columbia Basin, the 
area around Sprague was slow to become 
established. The land was a little less fer
tile and a great deal drier than more desir
able properties in other parts of the terri
tory. Still, the area was largely empty and 
land values were cheap, so in the final 
decades of the 19th century settlers be
gan to arrive in increasing numbers. 

Early in 1880 a man by the name of 
Harker settled near what is now Daven
port. Apparently beguiled by neither the 
landscape nor the solitude, he soon de
parted, but Harker had at least become 
the area's first temporary inhabitant. It 
was not until John Nicholls took up 
Harker's claim that a real community was 
born. Nicholls built the first structure in 

the embryonic town. It was a combina
tion store, house, post office, and hotel. 
Later a saloon opened nearby with the 
prosaic name of "Bob's Place." 

There was a large spring surrounded 
by cottonwoods near the center of the 
settlement. Because of this grove, the 
post office took the name Cottonwood 
Springs. It was to this sleepy community 
that an energetic homesteader named 
J.C. Davenport came in 1882. He 
wanted to start a town, and he was not 
impressed with Cottonwood Springs, so 
Davenport decided to build his own com
munity. This new settlement took shape 
on the higher land south of Cottonwood 
Springs, and it eventually included five 
buildings, including a store, warehouse, 
and saloon. Unfortunately, Davenport's 
village burned to the ground shortly after 
he had completed it. Perhaps because its 
residents aspired to the higher levels of 
civilization that had been attained in the 
recently destroyed community, Cotton
wood Springs now decided to change its 
name to Davenport. 

W hile Davenport was 
climbing in popula
tion and prestige, a ri
val town to the south 

was growing even faster. Sprague had 
begun as a humble sheep-shearing cen
ter in the 1870s, but this activity was 
quickly superseded by the arrival of the 
railroad. Henry Villard's Northern Pa
cific Railroad had swept into eastern 
Washington in the 1880s and immedi
ately became a powerful economic and 
political force in the region. The com
pany founded or appropriated towns, es
tablished governments, and ran things 
pretty much as it chose for a long time. 
Sprague was only one of a number of 
communities taken over by the railroad 
or named after an NP executive, and 
the town owed both its existence and its 
prosperity to the railroad. Like a deli
cately balanced house of cards, the NP 
had carefully built up the region until 
the bosses had it looking the way they 
wanted. The Northern Pacific's pur
chases of land, buildings, and politi
cians had cost them a great deal, and 
they were loathe to change things. 
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Cheney, not Spokane, was the rail
road's choice for preeminent city of 
eastern Washington; but when the area 
that became Lincoln County began agi
tating to split from Spokane County, it 
became clear that Cheney would no 
longer be near the geographic center of 
its home county. This opened the way 
for Spokane Falls (as the town was then 
called) to try for the county seat-a 
situation that might disrupt the struc
tures and alliances the railroad had so 
painstakingly constructed. Sprague was 
full of grit and rebellion, however, and 
the town was determined to break away. 

Seeing the advantages to itself, Spo
kane Falls allied itself with Sprague, so 
when the vote came up in the territorial 
legislature, the frisky railroad town could 
count on support from at least one quar
ter. Despite the NP's wishes, a bill was 
proposed to form the new county in 
1883. Originally, the region was to be 
named Sprague County after John W. 
Sprague, the general superintendent and 
agent of the Northern Pacific. Since the 
man was still very much alive, however, 
some thought it more appropriate to call 
the new county Lincoln. 

Everything seemed to be going well, 
but the bill's proponents underestimated 
the railroad's ability to throw a wrench in 
the works. The Sprague delegation was 
dismayed to see that when the bill came 
before the legislature, Davenport had 
been inserted as temporary county seat. 
The Cheney forces assumed that Sprague 
would never vote for the bill in that 
form-after all, Davenport was little 
more than a dismal collection of wooden 
shacks 40 miles from the nearest rail line. 

Sprague forces were outraged at this 
move. "It is true, fellow citizens," an
nounced one infuriated member of the 
Sprague delegation, "we have been be
trayed and deceived. We have asked for 
bread and have been given a stone." But 
as cooler heads reconsidered the situa
tion, they decided that a stone was bet
ter than nothing. They would accept the 
bill-obnoxious though it was-and 
"trust to the whirligig of time to set all 
things right." Thus, on November 1, 
1883, the County of Lincoln came into 
existence. It had been born of strife and 



John W. Sprague, the general 
superintendent and agent of the Northern 

Pacific Railroad, was the namesake of 
the town that eventually became Lincoln 

County's seat of government. 

turmoil, and with such midwives trouble 
was sure to follow. 

Overjoyed at having unexpectedly 
nabbed the temporary county seat, 
Davenport set about cementing the ar
rangement. The first courthouse was a 
modest wooden frame building put up 
by the grateful citizens and rented to the 
county for ten dollars a month. Here the 
officers of Lincoln County met for a 
year, and during that time Davenport 
came to view the county seat as its own 
particular possession. Sprague, how
ever, had a different idea. 

The first real election for county seat 
was slated for November 1884, and from 
the start feelings in the two rival towns 
ran high. The area around Davenport 
had been growing steadily in population, 
but Sprague boasted a citizenry of be
tween 600 and 700 souls. When the 
campaign finally got under way, it was 
described as "hot and furious." Thanks to 
a temporary loophole, women were en
titled to vote at the time, and few people, 
male or female, failed to cast their bal
lots. When the results were canvassed, 
Sprague received 1,256 while Davenport 
polled a disappointing 819. The bitter
ness and disappointment in Davenport 
were almost palpable when the results 

were finally known, and many promi
nent citizens in the defeated town imme
diately raised the cry of fraud. 

In fact, there was more than a little 
justification for this accusation. On elec
tion day Sprague cast 1,023 votes; this 
was far more than actually lived in the 
town. As it turned out, Sprague forces 
had taken no chances regarding winning 
the election for county seat this time. It 
had been snaked away from them once 
and they were determined not to lose it 
again. Names from the town's cemetery 
were added to the voting rolls as well as 
those of every child in town and probably 
the dogs, too. Reporters from the Lincoln 
County Times who later snooped through 
the voting rolls discovered that Sprague 
had used its position on the railroad line 
to good effect. Many of its votes came 
from nonresident train passengers who 
"had no more interest in Lincoln County 
than the natives of Alaska, and who ... 
looked upon the transaction as a joke." 

D espite the threat of law
suits, the commissioners 
declared Sprague the win
ner and new county seat. 

They made sure that the whirligig of 
time had finally spun around to the rail
road town's side. Meanwhile, Daven
port fumed in rage at the way Sprague 
had engineered its victory, and the 
town's citizens were in no mood to hand 
over the county records graciously. Al
most at once Davenport hotheads 
seized the papers, determined not to let 
them out of town. 

"An armed mob has taken possession 
of our county records and refuses to de
liver them to the proper county officers," 
read the angry telegram sent by the com
missioners to territorial officials. But be
fore any legal settlement could be 
effected, the situation escalated in seri
ousness. Suddenly the roads leading into 
Davenport from all directions were lined 
with men carrying muskets, revolvers, 
and Winchesters, all determined to keep 
the courthouse where it had always been. 
The city fathers urgently sought an in
junction that would invalidate the elec
tion, but meanwhile the potential for 
bloodshed appeared to be great. 
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Davenport dug in and readied itself 
for the long-anticipated attack from 
Sprague. For three long weeks men 
guarded the courthouse, some defenders 
even dug trenches on the hillside below 
the courthouse and threw up breast
works. Everyone figured that if they 
could hold out until the injunction was 
obtained, Davenport would be able to 
keep the county seat. But as the days 
dragged on and news from the lawyers 
turned bad, one by one the members of 
the little militia returned to their homes. 

This was what Sprague was waiting 
for, and a company of about 180 men 
armed to the teeth left the railroad town 
headed for Davenport. They were deter
mined to return with the county records 
at any cost. "It was," as one of the party 
later admitted, "no summer picnic that 
we were on." At the head of the column 
of solemn and determined men was Sher
iff John Cody, cousin of Buffalo Bill 
Cody. He directed the men to dig 
trenches at various places along the route 
in case they had to stop and defend them
selves from attack on their way back. 

Martin J. Maloney, leader of the 
Davenport forces, saw the Sprague con
tingent approaching town, but with so 
few men at his disposal there was little 
he could do. Still, there were a few 
armed men on either side of the little 
creek that ran through town, and as the 
Sprague militia rode up to it, an angry 
Davenporter shouted out that the first 
man foolish enough to cross the stream 
would "have his anatomy full of button 
holes." Fortunately, this proved an 
empty threat, and the men continued 
across in deadly earnest. 

At last Cody and his crew came to the 
flimsy wooden courthouse containing 
the county records, and there they found 
two men on guard. These sentries were 
quickly overcome and the group pro
ceeded, no doubt well aware that they 
were in the sights of many a rifle at that 
very moment. Sheriff Cody knocked on 
the door, and a large man with a rifle in 
his hand opened the door a crack to see 
who was there. In the next instant, the 
door went down with a crash and the 
defender was looking into the muzzle of 
Cody's six-shooter. The Sprague troops 



quickly gathered up the records, loaded 
them into a small wagon, and left as soon 
as possible. As they filed out of town, the 
men must have reflected on the poten
tial for bloodshed that had been sonar
rowly avoided. The trip back to Sprague 
was thankfully uneventful. 

Once the records were safely stored 
in their new home, Sprague became the 
county seat in fact, and as such it needed 
a courthouse. The commissioners ac
cordingly rented a brick building on the 
corner of Second and B Streets at a cost 
of $35 a month. Leaving nothing to 
chance, they also hired a guard to pro
tect the records in case Davenport citi
zens decided to pull a counter-raid. No 
such action took place, however; the 
Lincoln County seat was home at last. 

Sprague's citizens were soon making 
plans to house the newly reacquired seat 
of government. In May 1886 a contract 
was awarded to Chris P. Nygard to con
struct a new courthouse. This would be 
a three-story, red brick structure de
signed to sit on a low hill overlooking 
the business district. Work proceeded 
quickly, and just six months later-in 
November 1886-the commissioners 
accepted the building and moved in 
with their offices and records. The total 
cost of the brick Romanesque structure 
was around $10,000. It was an expen
sive outlay but well worth the price 
since it finally gave a permanent home 
to the government of Lincoln County. 

For nearly a decade Sprague contin
ued to be the economic and political 

heart of the county. From time to time 
diehard Davenport supporters put up 
desultory campaigns to get the county 
seat back, but no one paid much atten
tion. The railroad was in Sprague with 
its offices, shops, and railroad round
houses. Although a spur line eventually 
ran to Davenport, Sprague's supremacy 
was assured. There had been a few hints 
that the NP was looking elsewhere for 
its headquarters, but nothing serious. 
Once again, in 1895, Davenport had 
begun another attempt to regain the 
county seat, but again nobody paid 
much attention. Sprague's future as the 
home of county governance seemed se
cure. Then in August of that year every
thing changed. 

A person looking out the third-floor 
window of the Lincoln County Court
house could have viewed the disastrous 
fire as it raged from one end of town to 
the other with horrifying thoroughness. 
Since it was far enough removed from 
the scouring flames, the courthouse was 
one of the few buildings that survived. 
Although the courthouse was undam
aged, its fate, too, was sealed on that hot 
and windy day. 

After the railroad yards had 
been destroyed, the North
ern Pacific reconsidered its 
position. There was no real 

reason to rebuild in Sprague when Spo
kane had a business community that 
was mushrooming in importance. The 
executives decided to move out of the 
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little town. This, as a local historian 
noted, "was a blow harder than the fire." 

Results of this new disaster were ap
parent almost immediately. Before the 
fire Sprague had boasted a population of 
around 3,000; after the fire only 400 re
mained. "Sprague," wrote Davenport's 
Lincoln County Times with perhaps a 
little swagger, "is practically a deserted 
city today, with no hope of recovering 
her lost population or regaining her 
commercial standing." Now it was time 
for Davenport to make its move. Sud
denly the election to move the county 
seat had taken on new life. With 
Sprague in ruins, Davenport easily won. 
The victorious city was under no illu
sions about its win. The Times put it 
clearly: if it had not been for the de
struction of its rival, there would have 
been no victory. "Experience shows us 
that the voters do not take kindly to 
county seat changes, no matter how 
necessary the change or how good the 
inducement." 

On December 15, 1896, Davenport 
went to Sprague to fetch the records 
back. There were no threats, violence, or 
armed guards this time-Sprague was 
finished as a community and everyone 
sensed it. Still, it took three railroad cars 
to hold all the official effects, and they 

In 1888, when this view was 
recorded, Sprague was a prosperous 

town whose economy revolved around the 
Northern Pacific railroad. In 1895 a fire 

destroyed Sprague's business district 
and with it the town's future. 



For some ten years the seat of government 
in Lincoln County was housed in this 

three-story structure in Sprague. 

were three days in getting to their new 
home. As was to be expected, county of
ficials were temporarily housed in vari
ous offices around town. By Christmas 
the newspaper reported that the county 
officers were "all very comfortably en
sconced in their new quarters this week." 

Shortly after the new year arrived a 
number of prosperous Davenport citizens 
paid $6,000 cash into the county treasury 
and deeded a block of land on which to 
construct a fine new courthouse. Soon 
the commissioners advertised for bids on 
a new building, and on March 1 the con
struction contract was awarded to Fred 
Baske. "He is a townsman," explained 
the Times, "a competent workman [who] 
will employ home labor, and it is believed 
that he will do honest and faithful work." 
Baske promised to erect a stately court
house for a little over $12,000. Since 
there was no mention of an architect, it is 
safe to assume that Baske handled the 
design work himself. 

Construction of the new courthouse 
began almost at once, and soon the 
graceful building rose on a hill overlook
ing Davenport. Baske had decided to use 
cream-colored bricks instead of the usual 
red. This gave the structure a pleasing 
pastel look as it was set off from the bril
liant green of the lawn and surrounding 

trees. There were echoes of the Richard
sonian Romanesque style in the arched 
windows and the stonework highlights, 
but this heaviness was largely offset by 
the delicate cupola that arose from the 
center of the roof. 

While Baske was working on his 
courthouse, things were not going well in 
Sprague. A halfhearted attempt to re
build the town was made, but it never 
really took off. Property values plum
meted, and the once-busy railroad town 
withered away to a mere shadow of its 
former self. Finally, in July 1897, the 
former courthouse was sold at public auc
tion to one R. K. McPherson who wanted 
to turn it into a Methodist college. Sadly, 
the property that had been built at a cost 
of $10,000 went for a paltry $300. When 
the college failed, the building was sold 
to the Catholic church, which used the 
old structure for St. Joseph's Academy 
until it closed in 1965. The once noble 
seat of Lincoln County was then sold for 
salvage and demolished in 1966. 

The new courthouse in Davenport 
had a happier fate. It was accepted right 
on schedule on August 1, 1897, com
plete with its own water well and a 
wrought-iron fence atop a sturdy rock 
wall. An elegant porch and central heat
ing system to replace the old wood and 
coal stoves were added in 1907 when the 
building underwent remodeling and up
dating. Soon after, the courthouse was 
nearly doubled in size with an extensive 
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addition on the north side, but the most 
obvious feature from this time was the 
elegant, classical porch that covered 
Baske's arched basalt entryway. 

T here have been a few minor 
changes down through the 
years. In 1918, for instance, 
the iron fence that had en

closed the grounds was taken down and 
donated to the war effort. During an
other war, plane sighters sat up in the 
cupola straining to see Japanese bomb
ers winging over eastern Washington. 
For the most part, however, the alter
ations have been minor, and the beauti
ful courthouse remains largely as it was 
back in 1897 when it was first presented 
to the people of Lincoln County. 

Today, Davenport in a busy little ru
ral town of about 1,600 people. It is hard 
to imagine anyone in the peaceful 
county seat marching off to defend the 
courthouse or inflicting mayhem on fel
low county residents. Nevertheless, in 
December 1995 fire-the old nemesis of 
Lincoln County-made another ap
pearance when a blaze "of suspicious ori
gin" succeeded in burning much of the 
courthouse's second floor and damaging 
its roof. Fortunately, a move to rebuild 
and restore the lovely old structure was 
begun almost at once, and today the 
building is just as beautiful and more 
structurally sound than ever. The citi
zens of Lincoln County have much to be 
proud of when they contemplate their 
courthouse. The battles fought by their 
grandparents are in the past, but the vis
ible sign of their victory resides in the 
beautiful cream-colored structure that 
still stands on the hill above town. 

David L. Chapman has written books and ar
ticles on bodybuilding photography, sports his
tory, and Northwest history. When he is not re
searching Washington's courthouses, he teaches 
history and social studies in the Seattle area. 

AUTHOR'S NOTE 
I would like to acknowledge the 

valuable assistance provided by Verna 
Johns and the Lincoln County 

Historical Society. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

Shoney Tribute 
That is such a nice tribute to Shoney in 

the Winter 2003-04 COLUMBIA. I knew 
lots about Shoney, but I learned more from 
your article. I am forever grateful to him for 
letting me work in the Crosby Library ar
chives in the last half of the 1950s and the 
1960s. I got so much interesting material on 
Chief Moses for my first book. We had a very 
close, supportive relationship following that. 

-Robert H. Ruby, Moses Lake 

Correction 
We inadvertently left out quotes and an 

attribution in Allyson Purpura's History Com
mentary, "Ways of Knowing," in the Winter 
2003-04 issue. The sentence on page 3 should 
have read: 

"By putting regions on a map and native 
words on a list, explorers laid the first and 
deepest foundations of colonial power. By 
giving 'proof of the scientific nature of the 
enterprise, they exercised power in a pure, 
subtle form-as the power to name, describe, 
and classify." (Fabian 1986:24) 

Also, Additional Reading for the Purpura 
article ( on page 46) was incorrectly listed 
under "The Contingencies of Exploration." 

57TH ANNUAL 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

HISTORY CONFERENCE 
in conjunction with the annual conferences of the 

Northwest Archivists, Inc. 
and the 

Northwest Oral History Association 

MAY 6-8, 2004 
at the Red Lion Hotel 
Olympia, Washington 

"COLLABORATIONS: 
Recording, Researching & Writing 

Pacific Northwest History" 
For the first time in many years, the 

Northwest Archivists, the Northwest Oral 
History Association, and the Pacific Northwest 

History Conference are meeting together. 
The theme for the joint conference recognizes 
the importance of each of these groups in the 

preservation and interpretation of 
our regional history. 

For program and registration information contact: 
Mark Vessey, 360/586-0219, mvessey@wshs.wa.gov 

Co-sponsored by 
WASHINGTON STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

IDAHO STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & 
OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Palouse Mammoths 

Additional Reading 
Interested in learning more about the topics 
covered in this issue? The sources listed here 
will get you started. 

Mammoths, by Adrian Lister and Paul Bahn. London: Boxtree Limited, 1995. 

Mammoths, Mastodons, and Elephants, by Gary Haynes. Cambridge, Massachusettes: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1991. 

"Three Fossil Discoveries in Washington Territory and their Histories: 187 6 to Present," by 
Charles Luttrell. Master's thesis, Eastern Washington University, 2001. 

Bella W eretnikow 
Family of Strangers: Building a Jewish Community in Washington State, by Molly Cone, Howard 

Droker, andJ acqueline Williams. Seattle: Washington State Jewish Historical Society in 
association with University of Washington Press, 2003. 

The First Century at the University of Washington, 1861-1961, by Charles M. Gates. Seattle: 
University of Washington Press, 1961. 

"My Maternal Grandparents," by Judith W. Rosenthal. Nizkor, Winter 2001. 

Captains West 
The Journals and Letters of Sir Alexander Mackenzie, ed. by W. Kaye Lamb. Cambridge, 

England: The Hakluyt Society, 1970. 

Passage through the Garden: Lewis and Clark and the Image of the American Northwest, by 
John L. Allen. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1975. 

The Journals and Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 13 vols., ed. by Gary E. Moulton. 
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983-2001. 

Jose Mozifio & Archibald Menzies 
Spanish Scientists in the New World, by Iris Wilson Engstrand. Seattle: University of 

Washington Press, 1981. 

Noticias de Nutka: An Account of Nootka Sound, by Jose Mozifio, ed. & trans. by Iris H. W. 
Engstrand. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1991. 

Enlightenment and Exploration in the North Pacific, 1741-1805, ed. by Stephen Haycox. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1997. 

The Alaska Travel] ournals of Archibald Menzies, 179 3-1794, ed. by Wallace Olson. Fairbanks: 
University of Alaska Press, 1993. 

Hanford Engineer Works Village 
Report on the Hanford Engineer Works Village (Richland, Washington), by G. Albin Pehrson. 

Richland: Richland Public Library, November 1943. 

Construction of the Hanford Engineer Works: History of the Project, by E. I. Du Pont de 
Nemours & Company. Wilmington, Delaware: HAN-10970, Vol. 4, 1945. 

Nuclear Technologies and Nuclear Communities: A History of Hanford and the Tri-Cities, 1943-
1993, by John Findlay and Bruce Hevly. Seattle: The Hanford History Project, Center for 
the Study of the Pacific Northwest, University of Washington, 1995. 

Lincoln County Courthouse 
Illustrated History of the Big Bend Country, by Richard F. Steele. Spokane: Western Historical 

Publishing Company, 1904. 

Lincoln County: A Lasting Legacy, ed. by Donald E. Walter. Davenport: Lincoln County 
Centennial Committee, 1988. 

"A History of the Lincoln County Courthouses," by Verna Johns. Lincoln County Historical 
Society Newsletter 1:2 (Summer 1991). 
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Edited by Robert C. Carriker. 

Family of Strangers 
Building a Jewish Community in 
Washington State 
By Molly Cone, Howard Droker, and Jacqueline 
Williams. University of Washington Press, with 
the Washingron State Jewish Historical Society; 
416 pp., $45 cloth. 

Reviewed by Richard Berner. 

T he first three "waves" of migration are outlined chronologi
cally in this book: Central European "pioneers" (1853 in 
Washington), eastern Europeans (1880-1920), then 

Sephardics from the Mediterranean (1902-1920 ). Typically of urban 
background, but with little capital, the immigrants from Central 
Europe found niches in the region's infrastructure. Between 1860 
and 1890 Jewish partnerships, linked by family relations, thrived in 
Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane, Port Townsend, Aberdeen, Bellingham, 
and elsewhere. San Francisco was a primary source for branching 
out-e.g., Schwabacher Brothers in Walla Walla and Seattle. In 
religion the pioneers were of the Reform persuasion. From them, 
primarily, Seattle became the "center of State Jewry." Some of the 
mercantile firms established then still exist today. 

Jews from Eastern Europe-most of them impoverished, from 
rural backgrounds, suffering, and living in ghettos-responded to the 
prospects in an industrializing United States; they quickly outnum
bered the first wave. Those with job skills found a market for them 
while others took available unskilled jobs. Some started secondhand 
shops before engaging capital in firsthand stores. The gold rushes 
helped accelerate this process. Culturally, this wave was Ashkenazi; 
in religion, Orthodox. 

Sephardic pioneers settled Washington slowly; in 1902 two Jews 
from Marmara, Turkey, arrived by happenstance, soon greeting a 
fourth in 1904, thereafter followed by relatives. Most found manual 
labor jobs, but two started a fish business that steadily expanded, 
enduring into the 1950s. Speaking a strange dialect, Ladino (Judeo
Spanish), and Orthodox in religion, they found assimilation difficult. 

A fourth wave, fleeing Nazi Germany, arrived during the late 
1930s, followed after World War II by Holocaust survivors. These 
were predominantly middle class, well educated, often with profes
sional backgrounds. The fact that preparations among Jewish organi
zations and sympathizers were in place for their rescue aided their 
assimilation. In the process, "they helped revitalize Jewish life in the 
state and added to Washington's cultural and intellectual life." 

Seattle Jews were concentrated in the Yesler-Cherry Street area 
before World War II, but thereafter they migrated to the sparsely 
settled Seward Park area and joined the general exodus to the na
scent suburbs of Mercer Island and the east side of Lake Washington, 
taking with them their synagogues and Hebrew school, symbolized 
by Mercer Island's Jewish Community Center of Greater Seattle. 

About a third of the volume under review is devoted to the 
development of religious institutions and their fragmented relation
ships, defined largely by their ethnic and cultural origins. Parallel 
attention-though more brief-is given to other Jewish communi
ties, particularly those in Tacoma, Spokane, and Bellingham. Photo
graphs in abundance convey a sense of community that nicely 
complements the text. The index is woefully deficient, and more 
attention to consistency in the use of forenames would have removed 
occasional doubts. This volume is a good introduction to the state's 
Jewish history; its heavy dependence on the ongoing Jewish Ar
chives program at the University of Washington Library points the 
way for future, more scholarly, studies. 

Richard Bemer is the author of a number of books on Seattle's history. 

The Last Electric Trolley 
Madrona & Denny-Blaine Seattle, 
Washington, Neighborhoods 
By Junius Rochester. Seattle: Tommie Press, 
2002; 166 pp., $19.95. 

Gone But Not Forgotten 
Abandoned Railroads of 
Thurston County, Washington 
By James Hannum. Thurston County: 
Hannum House Productions, 2002; 
256 pp., $34. 

Reviewed by Matthew 
Malinowski. 

W e can all remember the neighborhoods where we grew 
up. Wherever they are in the United States, each has 
certain unique features or notable historic or cultural 

aspects. The author of The Last Electric Trolley discusses several 
aspects of the Madrona & Denny-Blaine neighborhood, including 
how the influences of religion, race, politics, economics, and the 
passage of time have melded to make the neighborhood what it is 
today. Residents have a tremendous amount of pride in their neigh
borhood-past and present. The author interestingly explores the 
roots of the neighborhood all the way back to the pioneers. The mix 
of explorers and settlers, each encountering natives, created the way 
of life in "young Seattle" as Arthur A. Denny sought to fulfill his 
dream of the town as a railroad terminus. As the metropolis pros
pered, the Madrona & Denny-Blaine neighborhood grew with popu
lation, parks, religious groups, culture, and commerce. Several waves 
of African-American pioneers and immigrants from Asia also had a 
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hand in its formation. Junius Rochester has provided readers with an 
interest in urban development and the communities of western 
Washington with a vibrant history. 

The importance, prominence, and efficiency of railroads in 
Thurston County is the central theme of Gone But Not Forgotten. 
Until the 1930s transportation depended largely on railroads. This 
book seeks to reconstruct and historically document information 
about the network oflogging line railroads in Thurston County. The 
author's research is extensive and the presentation of prose, reproduc
tions of original maps, sketches, drawings, and photographs-both 
historic and modem-is effective. Over 40 railroad companies are 
presented and noted in this book. Three notable railroads come in for 
more discussion: the Northern Pacific Railroad, the Oregon and 
Washington Territory Railroad Company, and the Union Pacific. 
The detail covered by the author includes the origin, expansion, and 
impact of these railroads. One appendix extends the coverage to the 
configuration and utilization of rail service to the original Olympia 
Brewery; another is an abstract of logging railroads with all or part of 
their "rights-of-way" in Thurston County; and a third is a statement 
about four railroads in Thurston County for which there is no docu
mentation located to date. Those with an interest in engineering or 
the growth of industry and commerce, as well as anyone intrigued by 
urban development and planning, will surely obtain useful insights 
from this book. It is a wonderful record of an era now passed. 

Matthew Malinowski received his university education in the state of Washing
ton. He is currently an administrator at the University of Pittsburgh. 

Current & Noteworthy 
By Robert C. Carriker, Book Review Editor 

T he news surprised everyone, especially the director, editors, 
and employees of the University of Idaho Press. After 3 2 years 
of publishing, the University ofldaho Press closed for business 

on a Monday in late February 2004, and university officials announced 
to the public on Tuesday morning that it would not reopen. Adminis
tration officials pointed to the press's $385,000 operating deficit and a 
decline in state funding. Until 2003 the press had been partially subsi
dized by the university, but that ended in 2004. Opponents of the 
closing noted the losses to scholarship and the university's prestige. 

Each year University of Idaho Press produced eight to ten new 
titles. A statement by the American Association of University 
Presses, solicited by the Spokane Spokesman-Review (February 25, 
2004 ), said that university presses are "designed to produce and 
disseminate research and scholarship. They're serious publishers 
with high standards. They're committed to regional publishing of 
the type that doesn't get done by a lot of commercial houses." A 
review of three recent titles from the press proves the point. 

As previously noted in some detail in COLUMBIA, among recent 
Lewis and Clark bicentennial books, Sharon Ritter's Lewis and Clark 
Mountain Wilds: A Site Guide to the Plants and Animals They Encoun
tered in the Bitterroots (Moscow: University ofldaho Press, 2002; 315 
pp., $19.95 paper) is "at the head of the list as far as natural history 
in the Pacific Northwest is concerned." (COLUMBIA 17/3:46.) Ritter 
is a research coordinator for the United States Forest Service in 
Hamilton, Montana, but her work garnered support from the Idaho 
Department of Transportation and funding from the national Lewis 
and Clark Commission. Research. Scholarship. High standards. 

In the mid 1980s Linda Lawrence Hunt, a Whitworth College 
professor, read a Washington State History Day Contest essay that 
spiked her interest. Leaming more, she began to research and write 
the story of two Spokane women, mother and daughter, who walked 
through parts of 14 states as they made their way across the nation to 
New York City in 1896. If they could leave Spokane with just the $5 
in their pockets that an anonymous doubter required, and reach New 
York City in seven months, they would earn a $10,000 cash prize. 
Hunt's synopsis of the tale first appeared as "A Victorian Odyssey," in 
COLUMBIA 9/2:33-48. But after working with University ofldaho Press 
editors, Hunt wrote the full story of the wager in Bold Spirit: Helga 
Estby's Forgotten Walk across Victorian America (Moscow: University 
ofldaho Press, 2003; 200 pp.; $16.95.) The book is now in its fourth 
printing, and was named a "Top Ten Breakout Book" for university 
presses in 2003; CNN featured it; and Hunt received numerous end
of-year book awards. Research. Scholarship. High standards. 

Common Courage: Bill W assmuth, Human Rights, and Small-Town 
Activism by Andrea Vogt (Moscow: University ofldaho Press, 2003; 
243 pp; $16.95), focuses in on the never-say-quit attitude of former 
Catholic priest Bill Wassmuth of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. Wassmuth 
confronted the neo-Nazi movement after they bombed his parish 
rectory in 1986. His courage galvanized all of northern Idaho and 
eastern Washington to resistance. He initiated hate crime legisla
tion, and with the help of Morris Dees and the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, he bankrupted one racist group in Hayden Lake, Idaho. 
Wassmuth died in 2002, but with the presence of this book in 
libraries across the nation, his struggle will not be forgotten. Vogt is 
a northern Idaho native, a Fulbright Scholar, and an investigative 
reporter. Once again: research, scholarship, high standards. That is 
the definition of regional publishing. 

The reviews of these books should have been placed on the 
obituary page of COLUMBIA. 

ADDRESS AU REVIEW COPIES AND RELATED COMMUNICATIONS TO: 

Robert C. Carriker, Columbia Reviews Editor 
Department of History, Gonzaga University 

Spokane,WA 99258 
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T he Lewis & Clark Bicentennial is upon us, 
and Historical Society programs and events 
are in full swing to commemorate this im

portant historic milestone. Most recently we 
opened the exhibition, Beyond Lewis & Clark: The 
Army Explores the West, at the History Museum in 
Tacoma. The opening event was an unprec
edented success! We hosted nearly 500 members 
and friends, including members of Tacoma Art 
Museum, for an educational, and entertaining 
evening. 

Tacoma Art Museum, the History Museum's 
neighbor to the north, is also presenting a Lewis & 
Clark related exhibit called Lewis & Clark Terri
tory: Contemporary Artists on Race, Place and 
Memory. Now through June 6th, Historical Soci
ety members receive free admission to Tacoma 
Art Museum. Be sure to take advantage of this 

special offer the next time you are in the neighbor
hood. Our members also receive half off one ad
mission to Northwest Trek, where you can see the 
types of animals Lewis and Clark saw on their 
expedition 200 years ago. Just present your WSHS 
membership card at either location to receive 
these great benefits! 

We have several exciting programs coming up, 
including a film premier, lectures, book-signings, 
and a Lewis and Clark symposium. Hold onto your 
Explore It! newsletter or the mailing wrapper of your 
COLUMBIA Magazine, both of which outline these 
exciting programs over the next few months. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Wash
ington State Historical Society. We have planned 
many opportunities for you to become involved the 
Lewis & Clark Bicentennial over the coming weeks 
and months, and I hope to see you soon. 

-Brenda Hanan, Membership Coordinator 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
' lJNIVERSITY 
World Class. Face to Face. 

Northwest Ex lorations 
Lewis and Clark Trail 
Maps:A Cartographic 
Reconstruction, 
Volume Ill 
Columbia River to the 
Pacific Ocean, and Further 
Columbia, Marias, and 
Yellowstone Explorations 
(Washington/Oregon/ 
Idaho/Montana )-Out
bound 1805; Return 1806 

Martin Plamondon II 

The Corps of Discovery finally reached the long-sought Columbia 
River in the autumn of 1805. Volume III continues the cartographic 
reconstruction of the explorers' trek as they set out from the Snake
Columbia junction, October 18, 1805, on the final leg of their 
journey to the sea. 

In addition to intricately mapping the Columbia's great rapids, 
desert and rain-forest shorelines, spectacular mountain gorge, and 
broad estuary, Volume III also outlines the significant discoveries 
recorded as they returned eastward in 1806 through the broad 
Columbia, Marias, and Yellowstone watersheds and concludes when 
the Corps of Discovery, long given up for dead by most Americans, 
paddled up to the St. Louis waterfront on September 23, 1806, to an 
arousing reception by the local population. 

240 pages • maps • indexes 
$75 hardbound • $55 paperback• $75 spiral-bound 
Available in May 

Color 
Latino Voices in the 
Pacific Northwest 
Lorane A. West 

Color presents poignant conversations 
with people who have come from a 
variety of Central and South American 
cultures and backgrounds. Author 
Lorane A. West based her writing on 
exchanges she witnessed through her 
work as an interpreter and advocate for 
Spanish-speaking immigrants. Her 
narratives give voice to their hopes, dreams, and life experiences
from the ordinary to the overwhelmingly difficult-and also 
illuminate cultural differences in attitudes, rights, and values. 
Through her portraits, West poses intriguing questions about the 
effects of prosperity and gives Americans a glimpse of themselves 
that may both surprise and challenge. 

192 pages• $19.95 paperback •Available in May 

Washington State 
Government and Politics 
Edited by Cornell W Clayton, Lance 
T. LeLoup, and Nicholas P. Lovrich 

Washington State Government and Politics 
will interest both the student of 
government and the more casual reader 
with its absorbing examination of the 
"big picture" of an evolving state 
political system as well as presenting 
intriguing case studies, such as of the 
emerging use of the initiative process, 
and alternative approaches for managing 
environmental conflicts. This newest volume provides fresh discus
sions and analysis from top political authorities throughout the state. 

246 pages • charts • notes • references 
$19.95 paperback• Available in March 

c_5l,iurnes 'RQckshel rer 
A Final R~port on 11 000 Yean of Cultural Use 

Marmes Rockshelter 
A Final Report on 11,000 
Years of Cultural Use 
Edited by Brent A. Hicks 

The Marmes Rockshe!ter is one of 
the most significant archaeological 
sites in the Pacific Northwest, not 
only due to its 11,000-year record of 
human use beginning in early 
Holocene times, but also because of 
the attention it generated towards 
American archaeology throughout 

the Northwest, the nation, and the world. This volume includes a 
complete analysis and interpretation of all the available information 
from the site's rockshelter and floodplain areas and represents the 
completion of a final report some thirty years after the Marmes site 
was excavated. 

462 pages • illustrations • photographs • maps • references 
$65 paperback • Available in April 

WSUPRESS 
Fine Qua/icy Books from the Pacific Northwest 

Visit our Web site at wsupress.wsu.edu. 

WSU Press books are available at bookstores or order direct 
Washington State University Press (CM) 

PO Box 645910 
Pullman, WA 99164-5910 
Phone: 800-354-7360 • Fax: 509-335-8568 
E-mail: wsupress@wsu.edu 



SPECIAL FRIENDS AND MEMBERS OF THE WASHINGTON STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PROJECT t? -\~'Nl AL 
C,IH 'G (n·ce tt gift, of S500 
01 lOH' 

Columbia Bank, $10,000, 
Free Thursday Nights 

Horizon Air, $10,000, In
Kind Advertising Support for 
Beyond Lewis and Clark 

John M. McClelland, Jr., 
$5,000, Annual Fund 

Sean & Elizabeth Mitchell, 
$2,747, Annual Fund 

Suzanne Dahlman, $1,000, 
Annual Fund 

Llyn De Danaan, $1,000, 
Annual Fund 

Friends at Foundation 
Northwest, $1,000, Annual 
Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Hayes, 
$1,000, Annual Fund 

Larry & Judith Kopp, 
$1,000, Annual Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. FIQYd Lamken, 
$1,000, Annual Fund 

Alex McGregor, $1,000, 
Annual Fund 

Jim & Carolyn Milgard, 
$1,000, Annual Fund 

Jean D. Shaw, $1,000, 
Annual Fund 

Titus-Will Families 
Foundation, $1,000, 
Annual Fund 

Quintard Taylor, $1,000, 
Endowment 

Dave Wilcox, $1,000, Annual 
Fund 

Brian Wojciechowski, 
$1,000, Annual Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. John Arbini, 
$500, Annual Fund 

Robert Carriker, $500, 
Annual Fund 

Ray & Charlotte Chalker, 
$500, Annual Fund 

Florence Tustin, $500, 
Annual Fund 

Mr. & Mrs. George 
Weyerhaeuser, $500, 
Annual Fund 

Dimmer Family Foundation, 
$2,000, Model Train 
Festival 

Sound Transit, $1,500, 
Model Train Festival 

J)IRE<. I OR ·5 cmc LI 
tr.\lBI l{S I. 000 1,nt) 

Sandra & William 
Cammarano 

Jerry Dahlke 
Dave Edwards & Pat Shuman 
Michael & Lynn Garvey 
Charles W. Matthaei 
JimMilgard 
Frank J. & Barbara Roberts 
Loie Robinson 
Horizon Air 
David B. Wilcox 

, >I I)[ \l ' \Tl '):-J 

fl IHLI \ ,OO le I 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. 

Anderson 
Robert 0. & Betty Ballard 
Redmond J. Barnett 
Suzanne Wilson Barnett 
Dr. Edward Birochak, Jr. 
Ron & Sylvi Boomer 

Compliance Services 
International 

Comte's & Associates, Inc. 
Loren F. Denbrook 
Ellen Ferguson 
Roger Giesecke & Mary Pigott 
Gordon Thomas Honeywell 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip S. Hayes 
Dr. & Mrs. David T. Hellyer 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hitchcock 
John Hughes 
Bruce E. Judson 
Stephen & Colleen Klein 
Edward C. & Virginia Lee 

Lynch 
M. J. Murdock Charitable 

Trust 
Douglas B. MacDonald 
Kay McDermott 
Kelly Miller 
Murray Pacific Corporation 
Edward & Betty Jo Neils 
Keith & Debbie Nelson 
David Nicandri 
Andrew & Marianna Price, Jr. 
Matthew Reiber 
Thomas H. Robinson 
James & Kimberly A. Seely 
Donna Smith 
John & Sherry Stilin 
Allyson P. Swan 
Leon E. Titus, Jr. 
Charles E. Twining 
Deborah Anne Vincent 
Patti Vollmer 
WA State Association of 

Counties 
Traci B. Whitely 

Bl '<;/NESS \ff \IBFRS 
-~so tnclJ 

Moss Adams, LLP 
Helen Arntson 
Mr. &Mrs. WilliamE. 

Baxter 
John M. Bloxom, Jr. 
Elizabeth Brenner 
Curtright Gallery 
Dr. & Mrs . Paul DiDonato 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Thomas 

Edwards 
Graddon Consulting & 

Research 
Island County Historical 

Society 
Johnson Cox Company 
Ottie A. Ladd 
John & Julie Lippman 
Mr. & Mrs. Galen Mell 
Dan & Suzanne Meyer 
Dennis H. Peterson 
Plastic Supply, Inc. 
Synergy Construction, Inc. 
William M. Wheeler 
R. Lorraine Wojahn 
Ye Olde Curiosity Shop 

\ .'.\ \I I I I lj \ 

1()(1 ' 

Michael & Jennifer Abney 
Jack & Marian Adams 
Robert Adolphson 
Roland Adolphson 
Ronald & Rita Adsitt 
Richard Albrecht 
Jeffrey Alexander 
Betsey C. Allen 

Mrs . Marvyl M. Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Allen 
Mr. William B. Alley 
Darius K. Amjadi 
Norm & Margot Andersen 
Steve & Lynn Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Arbini 
Mrs. Kelley Ashby 
Eli & Dottie Ashley 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bader 
Mable L. Bailey 
Jan Baker 
Mr. & Mrs. Roscoe K. Balch 
Jane Barfoot-Hodde 
John & Sally Barline 
Michael Bartanen 
Marianne H. Bastin 
Dr. W. Brandt Bede 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Bell 
Lee Bennett 
Charles Bingham 
Dr. Albert Bird 
Carol L. Bish 
Leif H. Bjorseth 
Bonneville, Viert, Morton & 

McGoldrick 
Mary Bosch Read 
Richard & Mary Ann 

Boulanger 
Len & Jo Braarud 
Dessie M. Brady 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Brashem 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. 

Bressler 
Herb & Shirley Bridge 
Dr. & Mrs . Alan D. Brooks 
Marge Brouillet 
Richard A. Brown 
Muriel Bruning 
The Hon. Robert J. Bryan 
Robin & Margo Buchan 
Terry & Phyllis Buckridge 
John Campbell 
Ltc. (Ret.) & Mrs. M. C. 

Cannon 
Sherrill Carlson 
Barbara Carlson 
Central Washington 

Agricultural Museum 
Charlotte & Ray Chalker 
Pam Christensen 
Rufus W. Clark 
Arthur H. Clark Company 
Bill & Gertrude Colby 
Gretchen Collins 
Karen Comer 
Nancy & Parker Compau 
Terry Cooney 
Paul & Charlotte Cooper 
Foster S. Cronyn 
Evan & Helen Cropp 
Albert H. Culverwell 
Llyn De Danaan 
Robert & Barbara Danielson 
Mrs. William A. Daugherty 
James Patrick Dawson 
Clare & Richard S. DeVine 
Steve & Barbara Didis 
Kelly & Dave Dittmar 
B. J. Docherty 
Mr. & Mrs . John B. Donovan 
Douglas & Kathleen Dorr 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dressel, Jr. 
Patrick W. Dunn 
Mrs. Arthur G. Dwelley 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Talmage 
Edman 

Carol Edwards 
Steven D. Ellersick 
Carolyn Else 
Meade Emory 
Ralph Enos 
Wes Estes 
Jonathan Feste 
Donald M. Ford 
Delveda Fortier 
Robert & Karen Fountain 
Charles & Karla Fowler 
J.M. Fredrickson 
John A. & Nancy I. 

Fullinwider 
Carl & Sara Geist 
Norman P. Gerken 
Carolyn Ghilarducci 
Phyllis & Bill Gill 
Kit Gillem & Deborah Horrell 
Tom & Dolores Glump 
Irene Gorski 
George Grant 
Grant County PUD 
Michael K. Green 
Neal Grenley 
Daniel K Grimm 
Gary & Kathryn Habedank 
Janice Haley 
Kathryn Haley 
Wilbur G. Hallauer 
H. DeForest Hardinge 
Sasha Harmon 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hart 
Frederick W. & Catherine 

Hayes 
Denny Heck 
Jeanellen C. Hendrickson 
Serena Hendrickson 
James F. Henriot 
George H. Hess 
Marion Hessey 
Monte E. Hester 
Mr. & Mrs. Neal Heston 
John Hewitt, Jr. 
Robert & Colleen Hitchcock 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. 

Hoffmeister 
Sen. & Mrs. Jim Honeyford 
Hazel M. Hood 
John W. Hough 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward V. 

Hudson 
David Huelsbeck 
Tom & Mary Ann Huff 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Huff 
Robert R. & Patricia J. Hunt 
Hutton Settlement, Inc. 
Melanie Ito & Charles 

Wilkinson 
William Jackson 
Richard E. Jardeen 
Robert & Jean Jensen 
Mr. & Mrs. James G. 

Juneman 
Mrs. C. R. Kalahan 
Sylvia & Kris Kauffman 
Maria & Robert Kelly 
Tom Keskey & Abbe Salk 
Harriet & Rick Kirk 
Ruth Kirk 
Carol & Edward Kirstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. 

Kitchell 

Rochelle Klein & Dr. Gregory 
Leong 

Carl, Linda & Courtney 
Knecht 

Larry & Judith Kopp 
Guy Kopriva 
Steve, Natalie & Max 

LaBerge 
George Lackermayer 
Mr. & Mrs. FIQYd Lamken 
Martha Lance 
Arthur K. Langlie 
Rep. Patricia & John Lantz 
Robert & Penny Larkins 
John & Maureen Larsen 
Laurie Law& 

Richard Banghart 
Mr. & Mrs. James Layton 
Herman & Griselda Lehrer 
Virginia M. Leitch 
Larry Levy 
Charles & Pauline LeWarne 
Shirley A. Lewis 
Alan Liddle 
Becky Liebman & Charlie 

Stephens 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward E. Liesse 
Callis ta J. Lillard 
Sharon Lofton 
Dawn & Femand Lucien 
Alice Mailloux 
William L. Malcomson 
Kathy Manke 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Manley 
Fred Marra 
William & Errollynne Marsh 
John R. Marshall 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald P. 

McClain 
John M. McClelland, Jr. 
John & Dorothy McCuistion 
Hugh McDonald 
Larry & Joanne McDonald 
Ms. Joan McEachern Cooley 
Melanie & Greg McFarland 
Dr. & Mrs. J. L. McKain 
Larry & Suzi McKinney 
Karen Meador 
Mr. & Mrs. T. A. Meisberger 
John & Guelda Messina 
Dale Meyer & Janeanne Upp 
Allen T. & Maureen Miller 
Martha J. Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Miller 
Marie Monahan 
Danford & Frances Moore 
Rex & Laurel C. Morgan 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Morris 
Denise Morris 
James & Patty Morton 
John Murray 
Dr. David Musto 
National Archives & Records 

Administration 
James Neff 
Murray & Bonnie Nelson 
Martha T. & Eugene W. 

Nester 
Herman K. Nickel 
Nick & Gloria Nickolas 
Dr. Richard F. Noble 
Mrs. Sarah Norris Craig 
John L. O'Brien 
Valeria Ogden 
Jerry C. Olson 
Katherine H. O'Neil 



SPECIAL FRIENDS AND MEMBERS OF THE WASHINGTON STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Oregon Archaeological Society Robert & Ruth Shedd Sheri & Jeff Tonn 
Barbara Packard Elizabeth Sholund Mr. & Mrs. Richard Toth 
Ms. Margaret Padelford John Shulene Eckard & Patricia Toy 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Palmer Mark E. Silver Mr. & Mrs. Alfie Treleven 
George Patton John Simmons Allan Treuer 
Sally Paxton Mr. & Mrs. Phil Simon Teresa M. Tuel 
Jeff R. Peacock Stuart Simon Molly Tuohy 
Mrs. Charles T. Pearson Harold & Carolyn Simonson Florence Tustin 
Thornton Perry Robert W. & Helen L. Mr. & Mrs. James T. 
James R. & Carol Peterson Skidmore Tweedie 

Richard & Millie Peterson Robert A. Skotheim Mr. & Mrs. R. Lawrence 

Mr. & Mrs. Shane Peterson JimSlakey Vercio 

Doris & John Pieroth Arnold & Marian Slater The Honorable Elizabeth E. 

Thomas Plumley Randal Slater Verhey 

Austin Post Janet & Denman Smith Mark Virtue 

Marjorie & Max Power Samuel & Patricia Smith Craig Voegele 

Frank Pratt Bill & Karen Smitherman Mary Ann Walters 

Bob Preble Betty Snowden Paul Webking & Oksana 

Putnam, Collins, Scott Karen Snyder Beges 

Associates Sidney Snyder, Jr. George & Marie Weis 

Claire Thompson Raaum Pat Soden Lynn E. Weiss 

David A. Rash Hardyn Soule David & Wendy Welch 

V. Reames Edward E. & Jean Springer Roger D. Wendlick 

David & Roslynne Reed Claire Daily,Stafinbil Dr. A. G, Wesselius 

Sandra Reid and David & Loren Steffen Donald & Laura Westergard 

Ben Boe St. Joseph Medical Center Drs. William & Gail 

Mike & Anne Repass Steilacoom Historical Museum 
Weyerhaeuser 

Fred & Alyne Richard Association 
Mrs. Leavitt S. White 

Kent Richards Jackie Stenger Mr. &Mrs. E. K. Whiteman 

William Richardson W. Clinton Sterling Jim & Elaine Wick 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglass W. Ruth Stevick & L. L. Gracey Mr. & Mrs. James M. Will 

Richter Ms. Lavonne Stewart• Mr. & Mrs. James W. Will 

Paula B. Riggert & Thomas Campbell Al Williams 

Grismer Joan B. Stout Donald & Mary Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Susan Suess F. H. Williams 
Robinson June Summerville Carolyn H. Williamson 

John Rosenberg Marvin Sundquist Frances A. Williamson 
Mrs. Richard Rosenthal Mr. & Mrs. Loyd H. Dr. & Mrs. John Willmarth 
Lillian Ross Sutherland Lilyann Windus 
Roger L. Rue Randy & Abbie Swangard Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wing 
Virginia Ryan Matt Sweeting Family Mr. & Mrs. F. E. Witenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sadan Julidta Tarver John R. Withers 
Alex & Laura Schauss Mark Thibo Anne Wood & Terry Mace 
Dennis Seinfeld & The Hon. Joan Thomas Mary Wright 

Karen Seinfeld Janet Thompson Christopher T. Young & 
Sharon & Rick Selden Tim Thomson Jill Purdy 
Gregory & Zari Semerdjian Virginia Thorson Mrs. Bernice L. Youtz 
Ms. Laura Sevin Joanne Titus Thompson Carole & William Zuppe 
Jane Shafer Mr. & Mrs. Les Tolzin 

Live the Spirit of 

LEWIS & CLARK 
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation invites you to 
join in reliving America's epic - the expedition of Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark. Membership benefits include 
We Proceeded On, a historical quarterly packed with fascinating 
in-depth articles about the Corps of Discovery. 

For details, contact: 
Membership Director, LCTHF 
POB 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403 
1.888. 701.3434 / 1.406.454.1234 
www.lewisandclark.org 
membership@lewisandclark.org 
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Rediscover a Pioneering American Writer 
Washington Irving 
Three Western Narratives 
A Tour on the Prairies; Astoria; The Adventures of Captain Bonneville 
James P. Ronda, editor 

America's first internationally acclaimed author was also one of the first to write about 
its far-western frontier and the American Indian. In these three exciting narratives 
Washington Irving opened up a crucial region of the American literary imagination. 

"Washington Irving's influence on the myth Americans told themselves about the 
West was second only to James Fenimore Cooper's-but Irving was far more accurate. 
It is an enormous pleasure to see these pivotal narratives available in a Library of 
America edition." 
-Brian Hall, author of I Should Be Extremely Happy 
in Your Company: A Novel of Lewis and Clark 

1-931082-S3-7 • $40.00 • 998 pp. 

THE LIBRARY OF AMERICA 
America's best writers deserve America's best editions 

In bookstores everywhere. Distributed by Penguin Putnam Inc. Visit www.loa.org for news, events, excerpts, subscription information, and other special features. 

White Poplar, 
Black Locust 
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White Poplar, Black Locust 
By Louise Wagenknecht 

"This is a lovely memoir of heartbreak and hope .... In a perfect world, this 
book would have been awarded a Pulitzer Prize." 
-Bloomsbury Review 
$26.95 cloth 

Epic Wanderer 
David Thompson and the Mapping of the Canadian West 
By D'Arcy Jenish 

Epic Wanderer, the first full-length biography of mapmaker David Thompson 
(1770-1857), is set in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 
against the broad canvas of dramatic rivalries between the United States 
and British North America. Less celebrated than his contemporaries 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, Thompson spent nearly three decades, 
beginning in 1784, surveying and mapping more than 1.2 million square 
miles of largely uncharted Indian territory. 
$29.95 cloth 

University of Nebraska Press 
Publishers of Bison Books I www.nebraskapress.unl.edu I 800.755.1105 



BEYOND LEWIS & CLARK 
The Anny Explores the West 

By James P. Ronda 

The exhibition by the same name, organized by the Washington State 
Historical Society, is one of the most ambitious interpretive projects of 
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. The book, a companion volume to the 
exhibition, offers a corrective vision of the history of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. The nearly exclusive attention paid to Lewis and Clark of late 
has cast the broader pattern of army exploration in the West into obscu
rity. In this volume James Ronda places the Corps of Discovery within 
the larger perspective of Enlightenment-era science and empire-building 
and establishes how the Jeffersonian model of exploration endured to 
varying degrees via other army expeditions. In this regard, particular 
attention is paid to the pivotal figure in the evolution of the "Army in 
the West"-John C. Fremont-and other notable explorers, including 
Stephen H. Long and Isaac I. Stevens. In a path-breaking interpretation, 
Ronda even places the pre-Little Big Horn exploratory ventures of 
George Armstrong Custer within the paradigm established by Lewis 
and Clark's initial foray. 

120 pages, 30 illustrations (including 11 maps), and bibliography; S 14.95, paper. 

Available at the Northwest Museum Store inside the Washington State 
History Museum or at a book store near you. To order by phone call the 
Northwest Museum Store at 253/798-5880. 

Lewis & Clark Bicentennial 
Commemorative Pendleton Blanket 

Spedal Members Edition 

The Lewis and Clark expedition has long been recognized 
as a pivotal event in the nation's history, but only recently
during the current bicentennial era-has modern scholarship 
revealed the true importance of the Washington segment of 

the trail. The Washington State Historical Society is pleased to 
offer this beautiful limited-edition Lewis & Clark Pendleton 

blanket exlusively to its members. Only 200 signed and 
numbered blankets are available, and each one comes with 

a bonus pack of other Lewis and Clark collectibles. 

64" X 80", $299 

Call today to reserve your blanket or find out more about 
this special offer: 

WASHINGTON STATE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Office, 253/798-5902 
1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 • 1-888-BE-THERE 



THE LEWIS & CLARK SERIES 

NEW PERSPECTIVES 

BEYOND LEWIS & CLARK 
The Army Explores the West 

through October 31, 2004 

1-888-BE-THERE 

www.washingtonhistory.org 

WASHINGTON STATE 
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