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Tsimshian Treasures 
The Remarkable Journey 
of the Dundas Collection 
Donald Ellis, Steven Clay Brown, 
Bill Holm, Alan L. Hoover, 
Sarah Milroy, William White 

This book highlights a stunning collection 
of ceremonial objects acquired in the mid
nineteenth century from Tsimshian Indians 
living along the coast of British Columbia. 
Essays by leading scholars of Northwest 
Coast art describe the history and 
importance of this extraordinary 
collection, which includes carved clubs, 
masks, rattles, bowls, and headdresses. 
2007. 176 pp., 60 color illus., 15 b&w illus. 
$45 cloth 

Mary Randlett Landscapes 
Mary Randlett 
Introduction by Ted D' Arms 
Essays by Denise Levertov and Barry Herem 

Mary Randlett's photographic images-from the curl of a bird's drifting feather, 

to fog ascending a hillside, to the moment a pond's surface turns to ice-are a 

visual record of the Northwest at its most pristine and poetic. The accompanying 

text, including an essay and seven poems by Denise Levertov, sheds light on the 

artist and her work. 

Pub. with Tacoma Art Museum 
2007. 128 pp., 80 duotone photos 
$29.95 cloth 

Soul of the City 
The Pike Place Public Market 
Alice Shorett 
and Murray Morgan 

This updated edition of 1982 book, 
The Pike Place Market: People, 
Politics, and Produce, marks the 
centennial anniversary of Seattle's 
favorite institution. It tells the story 
of the reformers and entrepreneurs 
who developed the Market and the 
recurring battles to keep progress 
from reshaping it. 
Pub. with The Market Foundation 
2007. 176 pp., 160 illus. 
$18.95 paper 

Yuungnaqpiallerput / 
The Way We Genuinely Live 
Masterworks of Yup'ik Science 
and Survival 
Ann Fienup-Riordan 

The Yup'ik people of southwestern Alaska 
survive in the harsh subarctic environment 
with great resourcefulness and ingenuity, 
using traditional technology and following a 
philosophy that honors all living things and 
the environment. Here Yup'ik elders examine 
tools and other items of daily use, explaining 
how they were made and why. 
Pub. with Anchorage Museum Association 
and Calista Elders Council 
2007. 376 pp., 360 illus., 320 in color, 
10 drawings, bibliog., index 
$45 paper 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

Information Technology Team: Making Washington History Accessible 

W ANTED: Individuals who thrive on change and rap
id development yet have an affinity for history and 
scholarship. While it may sound like an impossible 

combination, the technology team at the Historical Society 
needs exactly those qualities co get the job done. 

Technologically speaking, the Historical Society has gone 
through a period of rapid growth. In the past three years we 
have jumped four generations of hardware and software. By 
the time you read this 
we will have joined 
Washington's K-20 
Education Network 
of high-capacity opti
cal fiber connections, 
which will allow us co 
handle over 30 times 
the Web traffic we 
are presently able co 
accommodate. 

What are we do
ing with all of this 
new software, hardware, 
and transmission capabil

Williams holds down the fort in our galleries by maintain
ing the many kiosks and interactive electronics on display. 
Sharon Hultman is responsible for the expert design and 
layout of our Web content and oversees many of the indi
vidual digital projects that are in the works. Kevin Hanken 
works with our Web applications and recently built the 
new Washington Women's History Consortium Web site 
(washingtonwomenshistory.org). Collections staff are busy 
working on the implementation of a new catalog of our arti
facts for public display, and our marketing folks ensure that 
the latest events and exhibits are posted. My job is to keep 
all of our information systems running smoothly while 

constantly install
ing upgrades and 
improvements that 
help us attain our 
institutional goals. 

We recently re
ceived a generous 
grant from the M. J. 
Murdock Charita
ble Trust that will 
allow us get more of 
our collections on

line. Keep an eye out for the 
launch of our new Web site 
in the spring of 2008. The 

focal point of the new site will be the 
Washington History Online Portal. 
Users will be able to access full-text 
COLUMBIA articles, search our dig-

ity? The IT department is split 
between two broad areas. The first 
is supporting our role as a state 
agency and nonprofit educational 
institution. For this we need efficient 
desktops and a secure, high-speed 
network co conduct business both 
with the public and with our state 
partners. The second area in which 
we heavily utilize our technology 
is in programs. WSHS provides 
high-quality, engaging, interactive 

Three members of the IT team (clockwise, 
from the top): Tamara Georgick, Sharon 

Hultman, and Kevin Hanken. 

ital archives, and study the past through 
our interactive educational chapters. We 
will also have more interactive features so 
that everyone can participate in explor

Web content for students in Washington and beyond. We are 
also continually adding co our Web site's digital content to 
showcase our collections and exhibits. 

All of this development is a team effort, and many 
people are needed to move these initiatives forward. Curtis 

ing Washington's rich historical record online. 
We welcome your feedback on these new offerings. And if 

you ever want co talk tech, we're listening!~: 

-Tamara Georgick, Director of Information Technology 

COLUMBIA 2 FALL 2007 



HISTORY 
COMMENTARY 

Bill Boeing in the Cockpit: Second Thoughts on a First Flight 

By Paul Spitzer 

The first flight of a Boeing 
airplane, let's admit, has got 
issues. To begin with, histori

ans have long disagreed on when the 
flight took place as well as who was 
at the controls . I have puzzled over 
the contradictory evidence for many 
years and think both the who and the when have definite 
answers. But I also want to raise two new questions-namely, 
should we call it a first flight and was it intentional? 

On the matter of where-Lake Union in the center of 
Seattle-there is certainty. As the plane floated on the lake 
with the engine running on June 15, 1916, William Boeing 
sat impatient and alone in the cockpit. It was a moment 
filled with both satisfaction and displeasure. 

What wou ld have pleased the 34-year-old timber baron 
was that the B&W, the first model to bear his name, was 
fully ready to fly. He had not huilt it himself, naturally, but 
start ing from nothing he had organized crews of managers, 
designers, technicians, woodworkers, metal fabricators, 
engine mechanics, seamstresses and pilots to bring this big, 
expensive project to completion. 

But what must have annoyed him was that the test pilot 
was not there. Herb Munter, the young local av iator who 
had made a name flying his home-built planes around the 
c ity was nowhere to he seen. For all his talent, Munter was 
an impetuous aviator with a devil-may-care attitude. Twice 
earlier h1..: had crashed the plane Boeing had boughr from 
a Ca lifornia builder. Munter knew about sta lls, which ap
parently caused the two crashes, but he seems not to have 
worried about how easily they could occur when making a 
tum. Later he even joked about the acc idents. 

Lacking a pilot he could trust implicitly caused Boeing 
so much concern that the B&W sat completely finished in 
its Lake Union hangar for two weeks while he looked for 
someone else. A crash, he knew, would ruin the reputation 
of the B&W design that he was already trying to se ll. And 
for his part, Munter was not eager to be on someone else's 

payroll, although it was pretty posh getting taken to lunch 
at the Rainier Club. 

There was no accepted term at that time to describe a 
test pilot. A pilot for the Wright brothers' firm described 
his pos ition as "active conductor of all experiments with 
the new aeroplanes being constructed by the company." 
Boeing had already rejected the most experienced aviator 
in the Northwest because what the man knew abuut the 
dynamics of flight was so slight and confused he would never 
be of any h elp to the company's engineers. Contacting well
connected friends on the East Coast, Boeing asked around 
about pilots. No one with a strong reputation was to be had. 
Finally, Munter, although he preferred his independence as 
a freelance pilot, gave in. 

The story of the first Boeing flight experienced trouble al
most from the start, going wrong in only four years. The source 
of the errur, amazingly, was the Boeing Company itself. Using 
the date of the first entry in the Boeing flight log, the company 
claimed the first flight occurred on June 29, two weeks 
after it ac tually took 
place. Moreover, it failed 
to notice that the person 
at the controls on that 
date was a second pilot 
hired by Boeing to assist 
Munter. Over the coming 
years this led tn further 
errors in which William 
Boeing and the new pilot 
were mixed up. 

The Seattle Post
Intelligencer ran this 
photograph of William 
Boeing with its article 

nn the B& W. As usual, 
Boeing is wearing a 

perfectly tailored suit 
and holding a 

cigarette. 
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That first entry was immediately followed by a second 
flight an hour and a half later, this time with a passenger. Be
cause of the inherent risk involved, mention of someone else 
along for a ride on the 29th should have raised eyebrows but 
didn't, it appears. The presence of a passenger in the second 
entry was all but a declaration that this was not the day of the 
first flight but a later flight in a plane deemed airworthy. The 
logbook, in other words, had heen misinterpreted. The actual 
date of the first flight, if it could be found, would require rum
maging through earlier sources and old newspapers. 

There had been no roll-out ceremony back on the 15th 
and, in fact, the term "roll-out" did not come into 
usage for another 30 years. Instead, a small number 

of employees-a few mechanics, an engineer, and some 
"mules"-were present that afternoon. They pushed the large 
white plane with the green engine cowling outside and down 
the hangar's wooden ramp into the lake. The mules, men 
hired for their muscle, were to crew a rowboat to tow the 
plane out and back. There was no fanfare. Of Seattle's several 
newspapers, only one, the Post-Intelligencer, sent a reporter, 
and his brief, skeptical article ran inconspicuously on page 
five the next day. It does not mention that Boeing waited with 
the plane as long as he could for Munter to show up. 

Boeing had earlier thought about flying the airplane himself 
but had always rejected the idea. While he had taken flying 

No pictures were taken of the B&W on June 15., 1916. 
In fact, there aren't any known pictures of William Boeing 

with the B& W, or together with his test pilot Herb Munter. 
The person in the pilot seat is unidentified. 

lessons in a plane very similar to the B&W-the transition 
between planes would not have been great-he had never 
completed his training. When he flew, it was not solo but as 
a passenger with Munter. Boeing knew he was not prepared 
to take over the controls of any plane on his own, much less 
a design that had never been flown before. And all the while 
he was aware of time passing and friends waiting. 

This loitering about was another thing that made the 
day less satisfying. Boeing had a friend staying with him, a 
fabulously rich young Yale man like himself who was building 
a schooner to sail into the Arctic. While the trip, everyone 
fe lt, would be a great adventure, Boeing had to give up any 
idea of joining the fun to tend to his airplane enterprise. The 
day before, a large crowd of family and well-wishers from the 
East gathered for the ship's launching across Puget Sound. On 
June 15, however, there was no crowd for the B&W. From the 
previous day, in fact, only one person, and not his house guest , 
was interested in seeing what Boeing was so seriou., about. 
That annoyed him, but he was now concerned by the delay 
because he had promised to take what he called "the Chicago 
crowd" across to the sh ip's launch site. 
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As the minutes drained away, Boeing got imo the cockpit 
himself. He chose the direction because of a slight northerly 
breeze, typical summer conditions, a day perfect for flying. 
The mile and a half of rippled water before him made a fine 
runway, but "runway" is a more modern lerm that ;i.gain would 
·have to wait before coming into usage. 

This is the moment in the story that years of reflection have 
caused me to reinterpret. Here is what the facts say, or at least 
imply, about what happened during the next few minutes: 

Boeing taxied north toward the gasworks, gaining 
enough speed, he said, until the pontoons were "up 
on the step." Now, no longer pushing water and there 

being little resistance at about 
45 m.p.h., the plane lifted off for 
what was described as 300 yards 
and attained a height of 10 to 15 
feet. This is what has come to be 
described as the first flight. But 
was it? Or should it be consid
ered something elsd He was in 
the air but brief! y, flying straight 
ahead in the seconds between 
takeoff and lanJing. 

And was this 300-yard leap 
even intentional? Airplanes of 
the era we re light enough that 
they often became airborne un
intentionally at low speeds. This 
was so much of a problem that 
some flying schouls used what 
they called "rollers," planes 
that had their wings shortened 
so that they could nevu get 
airborne. Roeing would h;we 
known this from his own solid 
but incomplete training. He 
knew that the proper way to 
proceed was to get a feel first 
by taxiing about at ever-greater 
speeds. lt would be what he'd 
tell Munter to do. 

significantly more lift. More lift and less weight cnuld easily 
lead to surprises. 

Once he was in the air, Boeing did not try to fly the plane. 
It might even have flown on its own. He held steady as he 
throttled back and the plane dropped again onto the lake. 
He had not completed any maneuvers, altered direction, 
or made an effort to gain altitude, and the results would go 
unrecorded. Once the plane was back on the water, he may 
have tried another taxiing run, bur he soon came in and 
found Munter waiting. Turning the plane over tn his pilot, 
he rushed off to meet his guests. 

Before leaving, he gave Munter firm instructions not to 
take off. Munter was only to make tax iing runs and find out 

how the pbne handled as it 
[ neared flying speed. It was the 
} sensible way to proceed. Even 
f reckless aviators with a nr:w 

plane would begin by taxiing 
about in case there was anything 
wrong. That something might 
be wrong was easily possible 
since the production crew had 
nev<.:r built an airplane before. 

Munter, being the impetuous 
individual he was, put up with 
motorboating the plane about 
for as long as he could stand 
the boredom and finally-June 
15th or the next day or the day 
after-ignored Boeing's orders 
and flew the B&W. He thought 
it would do fine and it did. At 
last the plane had gotten be
yond the bounds of the small 
lake; a Roeing airp lane was 
really flying. William Boeing, 
unfortunately, was not around 
to see it. 

Was Boeing's liftoff a flight ? 

Boeing had earlier made 
changes to the design he based 
the B&W on, changes that 
cou ld bring about a surprise 

And was it deliberate? Not 
deliberate, it seems to me. Still, 
one must be impressed that he 
made the initial taxiing runs. Herb Munter made his reputution as an aviator flying 

airplanes he built himself. William Boeing hired him to test 
pilot the B&W, the first mode[ to bear the Boeing name. 

Rut can it be called a first 
flight? People hav<.: grounds 
to disagree on that point, but 

among those who treated it as a flight was Boeing himself. 
Something momentous occurred on June 15, 1916-arguably 
not a flight but certainly the first takeoff, the first landing, and 
the first time a Boeing airplane was in the air. ~ 

liftoff. He knew that the copied airplane was too heavy, a 
fact that contributed to the crashes Munter experienced. 
Conse4uently, the B&W went through a weight reduction 
program-ironically, something that probably every Boeing 
design since 1916 has also had to undergo. And he made a 
second change also directed at the weight. The B&W had 
wings that were not shorter but longer and which provided 

Paul G. Spitzer is a former Boein1; corporate historian and history 
professor. His articles have appeared in past issues of COLUMBIA. 
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Tideland Tales 
Drama and Death on Oyster Bay 



Meanwhile, most of the land around 
and near Oyster Bay, Little and Big Sk
ookum, and close to Squaxin Island-all 
former and important resource areas 
of Indian people-was claimed by im
migrant non-Indians from all over the 
world. Some donation claims were filed 
even before the treaty was signed. In 
September 1853, Michael T. Simmons 

100 Indians, presum~bly Sahehwamish, 
in laying claim to his homestead. 

Homestead filings for land around 
and near the bay swiftly followed the 
ratification of the Medicine Creek 
Treaty in April 1855. William Krise 
from Dayton , Ohio, was at the head 
of Little Skookum by September 185 'i . 
Franklin Kennedy and his wife Ann laid 

The thick mud and clay that 
forms the bottom of Oyster Bay 
once was encrusted with that 
jewel of bivalves, the tas ty lit

tle Olympia oyster. They were known to 
Indian people all over Puget Sound and 
beyond. Anecdotal histories suggest that 
once the European-Americans tasted 
those delicious tidbits roasted, they could 
not but vote co make Olympia the 
capital of Washington. Doing the 
business of government would 

-------------------~ Q claim to land at the head of Oys
~ ter Bay. Others who filed for land 
1 adjoining the bay were Andrew 
~ McClure, Adam Korter, Marion 
Q Simmons, Dick Helser, Samuel 
] Coulter, and Henry Bums. The 
:r: 

be less tedious, they reckoned, if 
a plate of succulent shellfish lay 
close at hand. 

The TEpi'lkwtsid descendents 
and Indians frnm other inlets and 
bays associated with the Squaxin 
Island Indian Reservation trav
eled to and from the island by 
water. Flotillas of long canoes 
bearing families are mentioned 
in memoirs. People still living 
on the island in the 19th century 
were seen leaving regularly on 
their way to clam bakes and oyster 
roasts at Kindred's Point on Oys
ter Bay. Those living off the res
ervation were busy, nearly daily, 
selling produce and fishing. Sume 
families lived on houseboats, 
which provided considerable mo
bility. After 1875 and the passage 
of the Indian Homestead Act, 
a number of Indians, including 
Dick Jackson, applied for homesteads 
off reservation. They built homes, 
cultivated fruit trees and gardens, 
and raised animals. In exchange for 
declaring themselves unattached to 
their "tribes," they were promised al l 
the rights and immunities of American 
citizenship . This was one of the sev
era l pathways by which Indians could 
become ci tizens until Congress passed 
the 1924 Indian Citizenship Act, which 
granted these rights ro all United Srntes
bom Native Americans. 

AL.:THOR'S NOTE 
Many thanks to Jo Ann Ridley, 
Elizabeth Diffendal, Karen James, 
Scan Graham , Shirley Earhart , Tim 
McMillan, and David Whitener for 
their valuahle assistance. 

filed for 640 acres on Hammersley 
Inlet, or Big Skookum, near the tradi
tional home of John Slocum, who later 
fo unded the Indian Shake r Church. 
Adjoining his claim w~s that of Alfred 
Hall for 31 5 acres. Another neighbor, 
Wesley Gosnell, fil ed for 248 acres 
ea rli er in the same year. Gosndl and 
Simmons went into the timber business 
together and built a sawmill on Gos
nell 's Creek. This required damming the 
creek, une that had hosted a good fish 
run. One source notes that Gosnell ap
parently displaced an "encampment" of 
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§ Northern Pacific Railroad re-
t ceived acreage on both sides of 
[ the water, according to home
! stead and land maps from the 
f period. Farmers like Dick Jack-
~ son allowed their animals free 

grazing on these railroad claims, 
ownership notwithstanding. 

John C.1mpbell, who kept 
a daily diary of his life and his 
neighbors' comings and goings 
from the time he arrived in 1869 
until 1894, se ttled farther up the 
Kamilche Valley. He was a neigh
bor of the Varner family whose 
son Dan became a star pupil at 
Puyallup Indian School and later 
attended Carlisle Indian School. 
Campbell provides the earliest 
documented evidence of the 

active use uf the Indian labor force 
by non-Indian settlers on the bay, 
as well as written evidence of their 
enterprise. Whites and Indians were 
assisting each other with haying, ob
taining marriage licenses, witnessing 

proofs of homesteads, cutting firewood 
and shakes, and clearing brush and 
stumps. They were a lsu involved in 
negotiations with each other over such 
things as the price of cattle. 

The Indians who lived and worked 
around the bay grew crops and live,.tock 
and continued to gather and sell oysters. 
In one account, "Indians had sleds with 
iron tops. On the sleds they built fires vf 
pine pitch to light up the oyster beds as 
they selected the largest oysrers." Indian 
fa rmers and fi shers continued to eschew 
full -time residence on the troubled and 



inappropriate Squaxin Res
ervation, and instead made 
use of the resources they 
knew well and enjoyed while 
supplementing their liveli
hood with wages earned from 
their labor. 

By the late 1870s and 
through the 1890s the bay, 
the Kamilche Valley, Lit
tle Skookum, and the little 
towns of Kamilche and New 
Kamilche had become home 
to people from nearly all "" 
parts of the globe, in addi- ] 
tion to the area's indigenous § 
occupants. Japanese, Irish, ·~ 
Chinese (some of whom op- I 
erated a floating laundry), 8 
Scots, Swedes, Canadians, ~ 

Shelton . 

The westernmost 
inlets of southern 
Puget Sound. 
Hammersley Inlet 
was known as 
Big Skookum. ~ 

Bavarians, and English found ~ 
work and land. There were 8 '--------------------------' 

Helser arrived, other grow
ers, brokers, and investors 
began to consolidate tideland 
holdings as well. Indians who 
did not file claims for their 
own beds were hired to pick 
oysters for the middlemen. 
More and more people-In
d ians, whites, Chinese, and, 
later, Japanese- worked for 
wages, and the large growers 
hired and paid them by the 
piece, one to two dollars for 
a two-bushel bag. A dollar in 
1893 could buy enough flour, 
bacon, butter, and potatoes 
for several family meals. So, 
though the work was slow and 
hard, one could make a living 
wage. Workers seem to have 
filled an average of a bag a 
day over the course of a year, 

occasional dances that rocked float 
houses and sent the sound of fiddles 
and pounJing feet echoin,g across the 
waters. There was, for a time, even 
a bagpiper-a man named Charley 
Hildebrand-who is described in one 
account as "Buffalo Bill gone to seed." 

Life was not easy for anyone. Cows 
got stuck in mud, neighbors disputed 
fence lines, and a brazen young man 
was run out of the area for making 
sexual overtures to one of John Camp
bell's daughters. Land had to be cleared 
of dense growth. Diseases made their 
deadly rounds-there was an outbreak 
of diphtheria on the bay in 1883, and 
tuberculosis raged throughout the last 20 
years of the century, taking many lives. 
Fires destroyed lovingly constructed 
homes. Pearle drowned. And there were 
suicides. Still, there were the parties, the 
dances, the festive gatherings of Indians 
on Kindred's Point and elsewhere, and 
the active trading of the labors of one's 
own hands for the necessities of life. 

The 1880 census of the area 
counted nnly two households 
with more than two gene ra
tions living together, and the 

average family size was a little over four. 
In other words, there were few "elders." 
There were some young families and 

many single white men. Households, 
including boardinghouses, consisted 
of people from many cultures. In some 
ways, the community was in a sort of 
"free-fall," unsettled, drifting like a 
float house unmoored in a storm. For a 
generation or two, people in this new 
world were sorting out and inventing 
their relationships to one another. 
Indians as well as whites were sepa
rated from their original communities. 
The Indians had suffered losses from 
displacement, death, and government 
policies that ripped the fabric of their 
villages and cultural lives to shreds. The 
white men and the few white women 
who came with them as wives had left 
homes, families, and institutions that 
bound them to traditional mores. 

Even as Indian and white farmers and 
small-scale oyster operators were coming 
to terms with the land, each other, and 
their new circumstances, the economic 
and social organization of the bay was in 
for another jolt. With the arrival of three 
men, Joseph A. Gale, A. J. Smith, and 
Dick Helser in 1878, a new era began. 
These men saw that statehood was on 
the horizon and realized there was money 
to be made by acqui ring tidelands where 
oystcrs could be cultivated, grown, and 
shipped to high-demand markets. And 
labor was cheap. When Gale, Smith, and 
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though work was, of course, seasonal. 
Joseph Gale, though already m:-i.rried 

to Calista, a white woman who re
mained at their home in Olympia, soon 
established a relationship with a young 
Indian woman on the bay named Katie 
Kettle. Katie had relatives on the bay 
and ties to people on Little Skookum 
and Hammersley Inlet. She had lived 
in the area since at least the age of 12. 
There is evidence that she came to the 
bay from the White River area, the 
scene of important skirmishes during 
the Puget Sound Indian war. She was 
born in the year of the war, 1856. 

Katie was about 22 and had two ba
bies, Hattie and Henry, near the time 
she met Joseph Gale, aged 30. Calista 
left the Gales' Olympia home in 1878, 
citing her husband's "other woman," 
and their marriage was dissolved at 
Joseph's behest in 1880. In court docu
ments he complained that Calista had 
abandoned him. The othe r woman 
could well have been Katie. 

Katie and Joseph were legally mar
ried in 1886, some six or seven years 
after they had been cohabiting and 
working together The first ch i Id of their 
union died as a youngster, but two oth
ers, Ray and Maud, lived to adulthood. 

As elsewhere in the reg ion , many 
Indian women were legally married to 



White Racial Ideologies of the Late 19th Century 
TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY white scholars used the terms "sav
age," "barbarian," and "civilized" to describe theoretical 
"stages" of human development. These ideologies were fur
thered by writers such as Lewis Henry Morgan and Herbert 
Spencer. If they studied geography at Oyster Bay School, Ray 
and Maud-Katie and Joseph Gale's children-would have 
read that American Indians had a manner of life called "sav
age" or "barbarian" and that the "Caucasian race includes the 
most enlightened people in the world." 

"Scientists" gathered data from human specimens, measur
ing "cephalic indices," some positing links between cranium 
size and intelligence in support of European superiority. Even 
generally antiracist anthropologist Franz Boas visited the 
Puyallup Reservation in 1890 and measured, he said, 35 "full 
blooded" Indians as part of his effort to collect anthropometric 

data for the World's Columbian Exposition. Katie's friends and 
relatives could have been part of the Boasian "sample." 

Rudyard Kipling's White Man's Burden, first published in 
1899, was an exemplar of dominant white European views 
toward people of color during this period and the language 
used to describe them: 

... Take up the White Man's burden
Send forth the best ye breed
Go send your sons to exile 
To serve your captives' need 
To wait in heavy harness 
On fluttered folk and wild
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 
Half devil and half child .. . . 
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or living in common-law unions with 
white men around the bay. Among them 
were Harriet Karter, Nellie McClure, 
Jennie Krise (remembered to this day 
as an excellent midwife), and Louisa 
Smith. There were economic, political, 

I and cultural advantages to these unions 
,_g on both sides. The Indian Homestead 
] Act and later the Dawes Act offered 
.~ 
:c perquisites that encouraged assimilation, 
j as did other policies and laws. Marriage 
[ to a white man furthered the process. 
~ During some of the territorial period, 
ii: children who were half Indian had legal g 
" advantages full Indians did not. Most 
Ji 8 European or American men who came 
:§ to the bay were single and must have 
j needed or wanted a helpmate. Some may 
l have used their wives to leverage more 
• land. Under the Donation Land Act of ·e 
u 1850, settlers could obtain 160 acres of 

land if single but 320 acres if married. 
This, however, did not seem to be a fac
tor in the marriages on Oyster Bay. 

Some writers have suggested that 
marrying an Indian woman "legitimized" 
claims to oyster tidelands, but the num
ber and circumstances of these marriages 
cannot be explained as purely expedient 
or commercially motivated on either 
side, as anecdotal histories suggest. 

There were sometimes tragic misunder
standings between these spouses from 
significantly different cultural back
grounds, regardless of the initial attrac
tion or motivation of either. That was 
the case with Joseph and Katie Gale . 

I oseph Gale is a complicated char
acter. His family left his birthplace 
in Illinois and arrived in Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, in 1853 when he 

was about five years old. At the age of 
20 he came to seek his fortune in Olym
pia. After a time, he became a successful 
entrepreneur, well-established in the 
shellfish business with outlets in Seattle 
and, at the time of his death in 1901, 
pending enterprises in Tacoma. During 
his lifetime he was an active community 
member. He had fronted money so that 
a young journalist could launch the 
still-flourishing Mason County Journal. 
He served as a director of the Oyster 
Bay School, a deputy fish commissioner 
for the state, and a justice of the peace. 
In 1881 he cofounded the Puget Sound 
Oystermen's Association. Gale was a 
member of several lodges, including 
the Order of the Redmen, and when he 
died was accorded a grand funeral and 
solemn procession to his resting place 
by his lodge brothers. Some of them 
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even hired a steamer to bring them from 
Olympia to Shelton for the occasion. 

But Gale was apparently a testy and 
contentious individual and was involved 
in several altercations with neighbors . In 
1880, just two years after Gale came to 

Oyster Bay, Adam Karter, an oysterman 
living on his 170-acre homestead not 
far from Gale, filed a complaint against 
him, his partner Smith, and Smith's "In
dian woman." This was perhaps Oyster 
Bay's first environmental case. Karter 
charged that Gale had raked, gathered, 
and shipped oysters from their natural 
beds and left many on the shore to die, 
thus violating acts of the Washington 
Territorial Legislature to "Encourage the 
Cultivation of Oysters." 

Later, in an 1897 incident, Gale was 
threatened by an unnamed Chinese 
man who brandished a knife at him. 
Around that same time, an unknown 
enemy disliked him enough to mutilate 
his cattle by removing their tongues. 
There were, the Morning Olympian 
reported at the time of his death, other 
threats against him from neighbors . He 
was also a hard drinker who left his wife 
and children to fend for themselves, 
according to accounts from an 1898 
court proceeding. 



By the 1890s there were as many 
as 40 floating houseboats plus oyster 
culling float houses on Oyster Bay. 
Steamers loaded bushel burlap bags 
of the delicate little Olympia Oysters 
from their waiting spots on "sink floats" 
and carried them to the Olympia docks 
from where they were shipped to other 
ports. A small post office called Kloko 
(from Salish for oyster, Tl6xtlox) was 
established on the bay in association 
with a store run by Bush Hoy. Seams of 
shell middens on either side of the store 
site suggest that the store location was 
a gathering spot where local inhabit
ants held feasts for many years, even 
perhaps into the 1890s while waiting for 
supplies or mail to arrive. From there, 
a steep lane led to the "hard scrabble 
road ." It wound its way to Old Kamilche 
and from thence to Shelton. There was, 
for a time, even a small Ind ian Shaker 
church on the Thurston County side of 
Totten Inlet, not far from the opening 
to the bay at Dick Jackson's homestead. 
In general, the bay was full of life, unlike 
the quiet, idyllic place it is today. 

Down the bay, nearly at the head, 
was the Oyster Bay School off Joliff 
Road. On the other end, at "The Point" 
and the mouth of Little Skookum, sat a 
small community fueled by the boom
ing lumber business. Known as New 
Kamilche, the town was connected 
to the outside world by a railroad and 
daily steamers to and from Shelton and 
Olympia. The town had an Odd Fellows 
Hall where lively dances took place. 

This was the local soci;il and cultural 
milieu in which Katie and Joseph Gale 
lived with Katie's elder children and 
their own two offspring. Katie and Jo
seph's house was similar to those of their 
neighbors Nellie and Andrew McClure 
and Adam and Harriet Korter. The 
McClures' wood house, built around 
1879, was about 16 by 24 feet with three 
windows, two doors, and a tongue-and
groove floor. The Korters' house, farther 
up Totten Inlet, was built around 1872 
after their first house, built in 1869, 
burned down. The newer house was 
of lumber construction, about 22 by 
24 feet, with a "good shingle roof and 
dressed lumber floor." It had two rooms, 

Katie and Joseph fought each other that day. 

He hit and kicked her, and she grabbed him_ 

by his long whiskers and wouldn't let go. 

three doors, three windows, and a fire
place and chimney. 

Though the Gale home was no doubt· 
simple, the pair had acquired tideland 
and upland property and by 1893 were 
doing a bustling business in oysters . 
Their net worth was far beyond the 
$500 said to be the median in 1893. Ka
tie's name, however, was not mentioned 
on sales documents assoc iated with 
the land she had helped acquire and 
for which, according to her account, 
she had paid with earnings from her 
own labor on the oyster beds. And, she 
complained, even after their marriage, 
Joseph did not share the income of sales 
the business received but paid her, as 
he paid everyone else, for "piece work" 
in compensation for the bags of oysters 
she filled. He "allowed" her, he said, "to 
pick oysters on my own oyster beds" 
and then bought the shellfish from her. 
This, he believed was fair and adequate 
to her needs. If she had no money, it 
was because she "squandered" it on her 
"tilicums or kindred," he said. 

T
he Gales' relationship took a 
dramatic tum in the summer 
of 1893. Before that spring, 
people prospered and the 

economy was booming. In the new state 
of Washington, the Great Northern 
Railway completed its transcontinental 
line to Seattle on January 6, 1893. But 
a national economic panic, partly a 
result of overextended railroad bonds, 
began in the spring of 1893, seriously 
reducing employment and investment 
in the state over the next four years. 
There was no money for expansion, no 
money with which to repay loans, and 
no money to pay workers. And Joseph 
Gale, like many other business people, 
was overextended. In consequence of 
the panic, Gale was running the oys
ter business in the red and could not 
meet his obligations. His was "a losing 
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business," he said. Katie feared that he 
was set to sell or encumber what they 
had acquired and she would lose what 
was equally hers. Tensions were clearly 
high in the Gale household. 

Katie and her elder daughter Hat
tie, about 18, went to Tacoma and the 
Puyallup reservation for the Indepen
dence Day festivities, returning on July 
8. Back at home, Hattie taunted Katie 
for allowing Joseph to call an old friend 
of hers "blind Lucy." According tu Jo
seph, the mother and daughter spoke to 
each other in their own first language, 
fueling his fear that Katie was teach
ing the children to hate whites. This, 
in addition to Katie's association with 
her Indian kin and the Shaker church 
at Jackson's place, galled him. Clearly, 
Katie and Joseph fought each other 
that day. He hit and kicked her, and 
she grabbed him by his long whiskers 
and wouldn't let go. The story of the 
fight that day, in several versions, cir
culated around the bay for years and is 
recounted in at least two memoirs. 

Within ten days of the fracas, Katie 
had retained an attorney and filed for 
divorce in Mason County Superior 
Court. She cited Gale's cruel treatment 
of her and particularly the beating she 
received on July 8. Since only 10 days 
had passed, the bruises and wounds she 
noted in her written grievance must 
have been eviJent tu the judge. ln the 
divorce petition she asked that their 
property be divided and a substantial 
share put in her name. Joseph was en
joined from doing anything that might 
jeopardize their holdings until the case 
was decided. 

Joseph denied any wrongdoing and 
brought forward several witnesses, in
cluding oystermen A. J. Smith, S. K. 
Taylor, Dennis Hurley, and two of his 
C hinese employees, Jim Song and Wing 
Tom, to swear that Katie had verbally at
tacked him on more than one occasion, 



Early History of Southern Puget Sound 
AT THE HEAD OF ToTIEN Inlet in southern Puget Sound lies a 
shallow bay, gouged and scoured by the glaciers that retreated 
13,000 years ago. Oyster Bay, as it is called now, played host to 
Indian immigrants as they occupied the newly hospitable envi
ronment for perhaps thousands of years before the first Europe
ans discovered its delights and challenges. There were fish and 
shellfish, including the salmon that found the conditions to their 
liking around 5,000 years ago. The bay shares the mild winters 
of other southern Puget Sound environs. Numerous freshwater 
springs seep from the banks and etch labyrinthine patterns across 
the mudflats, visible when the tide is low. Small protected coves 
provide calm waters for ducks. Raccoons and deer follow trails to 
the water's edge by dark, their feet leaving deep impressions in 
the muck. Herons make noisy flyovers, and the occasional seal 
snorkels its nose aloft to snuffle along in the wake of a kayak. This 
was an ideal place to live a thousand years ago, and it still is. 

Kennedy Creek, previously Simmons Creek, is a stream that 
originates high in the Black Hills at Summit Lake and meanders 
to Oyster Bay. It was called, in the Salishan language spoken by 
the area's original inhabitants, TEpi'lkwtsid, or "caving mouth," 
and near its entrance sat an important village called Suxwe', a 
term for a "singing" or "toad" fish. The creek provides an inviting 
habitat for spawning chum every November. 

The TEpi'lkwtsid people enjoyed the bay for centuries. In 
1854 they were party to the Medicine Creek Treaty between the 
United States, with Governor Isaac Stevens acting as agent, and 
"the undersigned chiefs, headmen, and delegates of the Nisqually, 
Puyallup, Steilacoom, Squawskin, S'Homanish, Steh-chass, 
T'Peeksin, Squi-aitl; and Sa-heh-wamish tribes and bands of In
dians, occupying the lands lying round the head of Puget's Sound 
and the adjacent inlets." Article two of the treaty provided re
serves for the Indians. The TEpi'lkwtsid (T'Peeksin), from Totten 
Inlet and Oyster Bay were to go to "the small island called Klah
che-min," as were the Squi-atl (Sqwaya':iL) from the Eld Inlet 
watershed, including Mud Bay, the Steh-Chass (stEtc! a's) from 
Budd Inlet, the Sa-heh-wamish from Hammersley Inlet, or Big 
Skookum, and the Squawskin (tuxsqwa'ksud) from Case Inlet. 

Klah-che-min, now known as Squaxin Island, was situated 
"opposite the mouths of Hammersley's and Totten's inlets, and 
separate from Hartstene [now Hartstine] Island by Peale's Pas
sage, containing about ... twelve hundred and eighty acres, on 
Puget's Sound." Stevens's plan to "colonize" the Indians hit a 
snag almost immediately. A war waged in 1856 by disgruntled 

Indians, when the inadequacy of 
the reservations set 
aside for them became 

clear, culminated in the 
Fox Island Council in 

August of that year. Stevens committed to certain alterations 
in the Medicine Creek Treaty reserves during that council. By 
early 1857, however, Commissioner George Manypenny of the 
Office of Indian Affairs wrote that "a permanent settlement of 
the Indians has not yet been effected." Many Indians did not go 
to the reservations and passively resisted Stevens's plan for "colo
nization." If they went, they did not stay, and at the very least 
engaged in seasonal hunting, fishing, and gathering activities in 
"usual and accustomed places." To continue these harvests and 
have access to their traditional foraging lands and fish camps was 
a right they had reserved in the treaty. 

By most accounts in both the written record and oral tradi
tion, there was good reason not to stay on Squaxin Island. In 
the 1870 annual report of the Bureau of Indian Affairs com
missioner to the interior secretary, Major Samuel Ross wrote 
that, in general, "much dissatisfaction prevailed among many 
of the tribes, especially those party to the treaties of Medicine 
Creek and Point Elliot." That would include those Indians on 
the Squaxin Island reservation. He noted that "annuity goods" 
had not been distributed for several years. "No attention has 
been paid co their repeated complaints of wrongs and injustice. 
Agency buildings needed repairs," and many employees were 
deemed by him to be "worthless." 

Ross disagreed, however, with recommendations made by his 
predecessors in two previous annual reports that the Squaxin 
Island reservation be sold. He opined that the six-mile-long by 
two-mile-wide island was well supplied with good farmland. An 
effort to cultivate vegetables had been launched by some resi
dents with the supervision of the government blacksmith, Ed
win G. Harmon. There was, Ross wrote, a fine growth of valuable 
timber on the west end of the island. He claimed that though 
Indians were previously migratory, leading their lives "along the 
shores of the sound," they were now resident on the island and 
left only with permission of the "person in charge." 

Ross's official, generally upbeat view of Squaxin Island stands 
in stark contrast to other evidence from the period. Survey field 
notes from 1874 contain this summary statement: 

This Indian Reserve is an island .. . there is very little good arable 
land on the island, the soil being clay and gravel. There are some 
small clearings situated in [sections) 34 and 35, the balance of the 
island being covered with timber and a dense undergrowth of salal, 
young evergreens, Huckleberry and fem. The fires have destroyed 
nearly all the timber in sections 34 and 35. 

Partly in consequence of the poor reservation, Mud Bay and 
Oyster Bay people seem to have either stayed on or near their 
respective former homes or traveled between these and the 
Squaxin reserve. Indeed, accounts from the late 1860s onward 
depict an Oyster Bay and Mud Bay occupied by Indian people, 
independent entrepreneurs who found work with homesteading 
white farmers to whom they sold various goods and regularly 
harvested fish and shellfish for their own subsistence. ~ 
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to allege that she neglected Maud and 
Ray, and to deny r:atie's charge that her 
husband was often intoxicated. Gale 
was painted as Katie's victim, a long
suffering, gentle man who took abuse 
no other man could withstand. 

Nonetheless, the judge gave cre
dence to Katie's claims and petition. On 
August 29, 1893, Joseph was compdled 

to sign a document that gave Katie a 
strip of land "two hundred and ten feet 
wide on the water front," the west half 
of the northwest quarter of one sec
tion of Lmd nearby, and eight acres of 
first-class oyster beds. She also received 
the household property and sewing 
machine and half of all the livestock 
the two had held jointly. The estimated 
va lue of the properq and goods they 
had acquired since their marriage was 
approximately $14,000. 

One witness to the agreement was 
Tacoma judge and attorney James 
Wickersham, a controversial figure who 
was elected to the state House of Rep
resentatives the fol lowing year and who 
h;:id recently assisted in the incorpora
tion of the Indian Shaker Church. 

Thc divorce Katie sought in 1893 
was not finalized. We can only speculate 
on what kept the pair together. Katie 
had forgivt::n Joseph, she declared years 

later in a court document, though the 
scars of his beating were still visible 
on her forehead . Joseph said that the 
two were "determined to live together 
as husband and wife" after the conten
tious proceedings. But by J;muary 1898 
they were in court again . This time it 
was Joseph suing for divorce. And this 
time he drew on the racial prejudices of 

his time to attack Katie and attempt to 

estrange their children from her. 
These race-charged ideologies were 

reflected in documents J oscph prepareJ 
for the court, particularly as he depicted 
his wife and co-worker of many years. 
In Joseph's petition for a divnrce he 
said it had become imp0ssible for them 
to live together. The attempt to do so 
caused him "great mental anguish and 
pain" and rendered his life "burden
some" because, in sum, Katie was "an 
uncivilized Indian ." 

By 1898 much haJ transpired in 
their personal lives since Joserh and 
Katie were last in the courtroom. H< . .:nry 
and Hattie, Katie's elder children, died 
in 1895 and 1897, respectively. Most of 
Katie's closest rdatives on Oyster Bay 
had either Jied or were now living on 
Mud Bay. Many prominent old-timers, 
both Indians and American se ttlers , 
were dead. Though Indians still worked 
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the oyster beds, Chinese were displac
ing many of them as laborers on the 
bay and being promoted to managerial 
jobs. Ray and Maud, in school at Oyster 
Bay, were said to be bright, c.1pabk, 
and we ll-cared-for children. Katie was 
known on the bay as a hard worker and 
a businesswoman. Even her cooking was 
notable. Decades later a classmate and 

friend of Ray's still remembered Katie's ~ 
creamed salmon on biscuit with praise. j 

:;:: 
~ Since 1893 Joseph and Katie had ~ 

acquired more property. In 1896 ] 
the couple had negotiated con- f 
tracts with the State of Wash- ; 

ington to acquire five more parcels of ~ 
tidelands. Only ont: contract, however, ~
hore Katie Gale's name. They had by [ 
this time a herd of fifteen beef cattle, g 
three cows, and four heifers, nearly 
double the number they had owned six 
years earlier. 

Joseph was beco ming a rich and 
prominent man. A deputy state fish 
commissioner, he had a wholesa le 
shellfish business on Madison Street in 
Seattle and, apparently, a mistress. He 
oversaw and reaped the benefits of the 
oyster harvest from all the tidelands 
the Uales owned except the small str ip 
in Katie's name. Yet Katie received 



income for her children's support and 
her own use only from that tract of oys
ter tidelands that she personally worked 
and managed. In fact, Joseph had been 
absent from the bay for up to a year, and 
had left the oyster business in the hands 
of his overseer, Tom Kee. 

f Katie claimed that she was support
] ing Maud and Ray alone, and this was 
] affirmed by witne~ses who came forward 
::§ on her behalf in the 1898 proceedings. 
~ Frank Gingrich, whose family worked 

U) 

8 for Katie and lived in a houseboat near 
J her home, swore in an affidavit in sup
~ 

~- port of Katie that she was a "virtuous 
-~ woman" who was forced to support ! herself and her children while Gale was 
" ne tt ing nearly 5500 worth of oysters per 
} month from their beds. 

Gingrich's remarks were a pointed 
counter to Joseph Gale's suggestions 
of Katie's indisc retions. A virtuous 
Katie Gale was a moral Katie Gale. 
AnJ this small, close-knit community 
would know if she were not. William 
Krise agreed with Gingrich. C. C. Sim
mons had known Katie for 30 years . 
He swore that Katie was a good and 
faithful woman and that Gale was 
"becoming a drunkard" known to be 

living with another woman in Seattle. 
These men cited long acquaintance 
with Katie. Joseph Kullrich, a store 
owner in Kamilche, added his support 
to her good character. He noted that 
Katie purchased shoes and groceries 
and always paid for them. 

D 
espite the evidence against 
his own suitability as a par
ent, Joseph wanted not only 
a divorce hut custody of the 

children. He complained that Katie 
was not a "fit person to have charge, 
care, and control" of them because she 
could not "educate them in the manner 
necessary for the station in life they are 
entitled to occupy." ln February 1898, 
Gale forcibly removed Maud from her 
mother's home and boarded her with 
the Sisters of Prov idence at St. Peter's 
Hospital in Olympia where she re 
ceived some instruction. John Leslie, a 
Carlisle Indian School graduate and, at 
that time, a crew member on the The 
Cit)' of Shelton, testified that he had 
witnessed this abduction. 

When Katie finally found her, she 
and her fri e nds and rel a tives vis
ited Maud regularly-against Joseph's 
wishes. The lonely 13-year-o ld wanted 
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to be with her mother but wrote that 
she feared her father and believed he 
would "whip" her if she at tempted to 
return to Oyster Bay. 

Joseph was determined to convince 
the court that his was a righteous cause. 
The defendant, he said, "is of the same 

uncivilized members of the race from 
which she springs." He was, he said, 
"unable to educate or win the defendant 
[to] the manners or modes of civilized 
lifo." Katie countered that her husband 
was living openly in an adulterous 
situation and that he was a habitual 
drunkard who neglected his family. In 
answer to his denigrating reference to 

her ethnicity and race, she replied, I am 
"an Indian woman but .. .fully appreci
ate and realize the duty of a woman to 

her husband," this, "regardless of race." 
Clearly her sense of duty Jid not include 
being cheated of the fruits of her labors 
or allowing herself and her children to 

be abused and neglected . 
During the course of the proceedings 

Joseph begged, wheedled, was charged 
with contempt, claimed extreme in
debtedness, and even asked the court to 
have pity on him, a man who under doc
tor's orders could not, he said, go, "upon 



the oyster beds to work or superintend 
gathering." That was in a declaration 
filed in June 1898. 

By December 1898 Katie was suffer
ing from tuberculosis . In a document 
filed by Joseph, he admitted that she 
was "sick unto death with a mortal 
illness to-wit quick consumption and 
confined to her bed and not in cond i
tion to come into this court." He al
lowed Maud to return to her side and 
dmpped the divorce proceedings. 

Katie had made a will in November 
of that year in which she specified that 
her debts be pnid, that she be decently 
buried, and that all of her estate be giv
en to her "beloved children, Maud Gale 
and Ray Gale." She left the sum of"One 
Dollar" to her husband. Her witnesses 
included Jennie Slocum, a daughter 
of John Slocum, and she appointed 
Mitchell Harris as her executor. 

Katie Gale died on August 6, 1899, 
at age 43. The Mason County Journal 
printed an account of her death and 
the provisions of her will. In one article 
she was called a "good mother to her 
children." Another article noted that, 
"Although of Indian birth, she made 
the best of her opportunities." 

She left, the Olympian reported, "80 
acres of first class oyster land which 
is said to yield about $1,500 per year 
revenue and is valued at from $300 Lo 

$400 per acre" and "ahout 40 acres of 
upland real esrate of lesser varue." The 
report exaggerated the amount of oyster 
land Katie owned. There were 8.8 acres 
of tidelands in her name and a total of 
46 acres of upland property. The acreage 
reflects the lands she received in the 
1893 agreement with no adjustment for 
properties acquired since that time. Jo
seph Ga le successfully contested Katie's 
written wish that Mitchell Harris act as 
executor of her will. 

T hree months after Katie's 
death, Cale married Lillian 
McDonald. He quickly built 
a showplace hnme on the 

Oy:;ter Bay property overlooking the 
tideL.mds r:a tie had worked a ll her 
life. A 1900 :;upplement to the Mason 
County Journal noted that Gale had 

Katie's sense of duty did not include being cheated 

of the fruits of her labors or allowing herself . 

or her children to be abused and neglect~_g. 

"forty acres of most excellent oyster 
bnds under a high state of cultivation." 
The paper reported, "He shipped 2,500 
sacks of oysters last season and during 
the busy season employs twelve men." 
He was said to have "a ranch of 214 
acres, with a quarter of a mile of wa
terfront." The house was described as 
"one of the most pleasant and delightful 
homes in the county," even equipped 
with a telephone. It stood until the 
early 1990s on the site of the present 
Olympia Oyster Company. 

Gale's new life did not last long. He 
met his own demise in September of 
1901, the same year Queen Victoria had 
died after 64 years on the throne and 
President McKinley was gunned down 
and replaced by Theodore Roosevelt. 
Indeed, it was a new century, a new 
world, and the beginning of a new era 
on Oyster Bay. 

Joseph and Lillian had been attend
ing a Saturday night dance on Francis 
Carr's homestead, only a mile or so up 
the road from their own home. The 
party, like most Kamilche frivolities of 
the period, included a lot of drinking. 
The gathering broke up around four 
in the morning, and Gale went to the 
barn to harness his horse to his buggy 
for the short ride home. It was alleged 
that the horse kicked him, but there 
were no witnesses. He did not recover, 
though attended by severa l physicians. 
He died three days later, at age SJ, in the 
Olympia hospital. 

Some of his brothers in the Order of 
the Eagles called for an investigation. 
Severa l who examined the six-inch 
wound thought it had been caused by 
a knife, not a horse's hoof. There had 
been th reats from neighbors in the past, 
and rumors flew. Gale, some orined, 
had been murdered. 

In a memoir published years later, 
Adolph Johnson, a good friend of 
Ray Gale's, :;aid he had been standing 

COLUMB[/1. ] 5 f'ALL 2007 

outside the barn when Joseph fell. "I 
gut to thinking it over, and stanJing a 
few feet from where it happeneJ I don't 
think Joe got kicked by a horse at all." 
Johnson saw Gale's death as retribution: 
"He got his just desserts for the way he 
treated his Indian family." The inves
tigation that had been called for was 
dropped out of respect for the widow. 

Maud and Ray inherited half of their 
father's property and all of the prop
erty that Katie had secured in her own 
name. The children lived, at least for a 
short time, with Lillian Gale in Olym
pia. Maud had some further schooling 
with the Sisters of Providence. Maud 
married and gave birth to a daughter 
before her death in 1905. The child, 
Inez, dieJ in 1930 in Tacoma, appar
ently without an heir. Ray later at
tended People's University in Olympia, 
an early 20th-century experiment in 
higher education that foreshadowed 
The Evergreen State College in some 
of its goals and values. Ray became a 
bottler at Olympia Brewery. His trail 
disappears after June 5, 191 7, the 
date he registered for the draft in Los 
Angeles. At that time he was married 
and still working as a bottler. He had 
been described as tubercular in earlier 
documents and wrote that on his draft 
registration. Searches have not lead to a 
record of his death or any heirs. 

The year after their father's death, 
Maud and Ray erected a beautiful 
pink marble stone in memory of their 
mother. lrs inscription reads, "Katit:, 
Wife of J. A. Gale. Gone but not for
gotten." Near it is a marker for Henry 
and Hattie . The graves, high on a hill 
overluuking Oyster Bay, now lie cov
ered with brush, the stones toppled from 
their foundations. @ 

Llyn De Danaan is an anthropologist, 
writer, and Evergreen Srate College 
professor emerira. 



Camp Cooks in the Woods 

Loggers could work up big apperites cutting and bucking trees by hand. They ate 
prodigious quantities of food- up to 8,000 calories a day-to maintain stamina 
fo r their arduous 10-hour workday. As one mill owner said, "No employee 

has it [more] in his power co make or lose money for the logging operation than 
the cook." The camr cook and his helpers, also known as flunkies, hash-rasslers, or 
biscuir-shooters, ,,ere up at half past three or four o'clock in the morning and had 
breakfast on the table by a quarter to six. The men ate fast- no talking was allowed 
except to say, "Pass the meat," or "Shoor the beans." Some say the cooks instituted 
the no-talking ruk in order to get rhe men and the dishes our of the way so they 
could start on the next meal. There is a lso a story of a logger who tripped and was 
trampled by other loggers on his way into the cookhouse for a meal. By the time he 
picked himself up, he declared, he might as well not have bothered to go in because 
all the food was gone. In this c. 1924 photograph Charley Little and crew prepare a 
meal for the workers at the Simpson O ld Camp Four cookhouse on the Wynoochec 
River in Grays Harbor Counry. ,i 

H i.-.wrical Society gladly acccp: , donations of prints or n egatives of reg ional historical interest to add co its photograph collection. (Please contact r.he Society before ma.kini; donations.) RcaJ~T~ :ire 
vitt!J to submit historical phor.ographs for History Album. I( a photograph is to be returned, it must l~r ;\Ccompaoied by a se lf-addressed, stamped envelope. For information. on how to purchase a 

rho:.o reproduction of the above ima.~e(s), or orhers in the Society's collection, ( onwcc Elaine Mi ller, research librarian, at 253/798-59 15 or cmiller®wshs.wa.gov. 
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MARY 
FARQUHARSON 

By George W. Scott 

THE SOCIALIST WHO WAS SENATOR 
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OVERLEAF: Mary Farquharson 
speaking up at a Bellevue meeting 
on April 19, 1945, in defense of 

loyal Japanese-Americans returning 
to the Seattle area. 

BELOW: The Washington State 
Senate Class of 1935 included only 

two women, Mary Farquharson 
and Kathryn E. Malstrom 

(Democrat, Tacoma). 

THE COMING OF the New Deal opened almost every partisan office in the 
state of Washington. Democratic women profited from their party's deep 
schisms and the multitudes of candidates. In 1934 Mary U. Farquhar
son, then 32, entered the state senate from the 46th District. Formed 

in 1891, the 46th District then stretched from Seattle's University District to the 
Snohomish County line and down the east side of Lake Washington to the village 
of Bellevue. The new and proudly bourgeois northeastern part of the city and its 
sparse suburbs had elected two Democrats in 40 years. 

The class war was real for Farquharson: "Every single inch of 'progress' in working 
conditions for children . . . has been bitterly contested by those who own as opposed to 
those who produce." "Ninety-five percent of the consuming public. .. are mislead into 
opposing their own interests." Capitalism, the socialist-humanist told Presbyterian 
pastor Dr. Wendell Fifield, was "the antithesis of Jesus' religion . .. in crude language 
[the word] means fight and grab." This outlook coexisted in Mary Farquharson with 
an idealist's belief in a "strong side" to human nature, "the desire for community, 
friendship, and cooperation." Mary and her husband Burt, a University of Washing
ton engineering professor, were early principals in the Washington Commonwealth 
Federation (WFC), a coalition of leftist groups growing out of the Seattle Unem
ployed Citizens League in 1935. Overproduction had been solved by "an economy of 
scarcity." Distribution was to be by "production for use," turning idle businesses into 

Senate 
1935 
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state-run cooperatives. "We do not seek the collapse of the capitalist system; we are 
building a road from its present collapse to a 'New Way of Life,' by melding inJividual
ism and collectivism," they claimed. The Farquharsons soon sensed that the WCF's 
leadership was communist influenced. They did not disagree on ends but felt that the 
organization was acting deceitfully as a stalking horse of democracy. 'Totalitarian" 
methods, they felt, inevitably meant breaching civil rights, and so they resigned. 

A staunch defender of civil liberties and an ACLU member, Mary Farquharson 
was put to the test in January 1941 when she and the senate voted not to seat Linus 
Westman, who admitted being in the Communist Party for 18 months. "I am one of 
the reprobates who helped push Westman out of his senate seat," she wrote Roger 
Baldwin, founder of the American Civil Liberties Union. "The sooner CP tactics 
are clarified the better off is the cause of civil liberties and all other liheral or radical 
issues." "lf Westman had been elected on the Communist ticket or any other. .. I 
should have voted for him," she told another liberal questioner. "The organized 
policy of deceit. .. is the worst obstacle to advocating the public toward a more liberal 
viewpoint." Later the Cold War would push her further. The Communist Party was 
a "Soviet fifth column and should be outlawed." "I have never felt that 'free speech' 
included unlimited lying." Defending the West's civil liberties even momentarily 
overrode her antimilitarism: "Peace and security depend not on a balance of power 
but on a certain imbalance of power favorable tu the defenders of peace." 

Mary applauded Governor Clarence Martin's efforts to implement the New 
Deal in 1935, and yet she was "restlessly dissatisfied with the mediocrity of our 
achievement." "I have been fired with an overwhelming sense of my own guilt." 
The system was so "feeble." The "stalling, delaying, trading, bargaining-a road 
here for a vote there-all elements of machine politics ... [found] perfect expres
sion through our outdated two-house system," and meeting 60 days biennially, she 
felt, was not up to the "business of a modem state." A unicameral professional 
legislature was overdue. And if the body had more women there would likely be 
less drinking, and fewer "sell-outs" and special interests. 

M
ARTIN WAS REELECTED in the 1936 primary by crossover Republicans. 
Farquharson's liberal faction of the senate majority found them
selves in an increasingly tentative position, as right-leaning eastern 
Washington Democrats joined Republicans on the governor's behalf 

to foil many of their initiatives. In the shaken culture of the Depression she did 
not feel "discriminated against" in committee assignments and penetrated the 
casual corridors of power faster than Reba Hum, the state's first female senator in 
1923. Farquharson was on Appropriations, Judiciary, and Constitutional Review 
committees by her third session in 1937. The "business-like senator" tapped her 
foot impatiently and threatened a filibuster by moving to have the clerk read the 
601-page budget if some of her bills did not emerge from the Rules Committee. She 
wanted a psychiatric institution on the west side, board certification of the heads of 
institutions, the "Community Property bill of 1937" (SB 8), and a "secured place" 
for a Division of Children in the Department of Institutions. Her teachers' civil ser
vice bill (SB 41) passed unanimously. She and the senate's other formidable female, 
Island County's Pearl Wanamaker, staged "a sudden invasion of the Appropriations 
Committee considering the Supplemental Budget ... " on behalf of education and 
took their "biggest defeat" in failing to improve on Governor Martin. They did 
prove that "women in politics can take it as well as dish it out." 

More rationalist than ideologue, Farquharson had matured as a legislator. "As 
to my work with the 'Martin Democrats,' I have come to realize unless I am willing 
to work with people who disagree with me on many major issues, I might just as 
well get out of politics entirely." The left wing had little to show for its filibusters, 
refusals to answer roll calls, and outspoken criticism of Martin. Her crowning 
achievement was to repeal the World War I law on syndicalism used to prosecute 

COLGMBIA 19 FALL 2007 

Mary Farquharson was 
32 years old when she 

took office in 1934. 



Industrial Workers of the World 
pamphlet, 1933. Farquharson's 

socialist leanings brought her 
into alignment with leftist organi

zations like the IWW and the 
Washington Commonwealth 
Federation on the issues of 

labor and civil liberties. 

the IWW, which had languished in the Senate Rules Committee until the last 
minute. By "skillful attention" she cajoled enough conservatives to join in 'pull
ing' it from Rules-and speaking to it on the floor. "More can be accomplished by 
negotiation and compromise than by attempted force and intimidation. The appeal 
to intelligence and to reason is stronger than to fancied fear," she learned. "It is 
a wonder . .. democracy works at all." "I am enjoying myself." "I disagree with the 
senators on most questions, but I think I am good friends with all of them person
ally." "I don't go home weekends at all but work far into the night every day and 
Sundays," Farquharson told a friend. Her diligence was being rewarded. 

S EEKING REELECTION as an "independent liberal" in 1938, Senator Farquharson 
was shelled from both sides. Bertha Landes endorsed her in a strenuous race 
against former Senator Frank "40 mill" Jackson, the father of the property 
tax limitation initiative of 1932. She attempted to amend the Unemploy

ment Relief Bill to establish cooperatives, backed $30 pensions-a raise from 
$22 a month (never funded)-and the graduated net income 
tax (overturned by the state supreme court), lobbied for larger 
inheritance and gift taxes, and tried to amend the business and 
occupations tax to include real estate rentals over $200 a month. 
The chair of the Educational Institutions panel advised her 
higher education constituents that "for the first time in recent 
history the university received its requested budget in the 1937 
session." Centering any election campaign on "the tax problem" 
was perilous, she realized. Her "whole record" would have to 
provide "sufficient evidence." 

so// 
YOURE OUT1 

The Seattle Argus bombarded Senator Farquharson for the 
enlightened establishment: "The commonwealthers, the share
the-wealthers, the Howard Costigans [Costigan was executive 
secretary of the Washington Commonwealth Federation and, 
later, an admitted communise], and Mary Farquharsons are due 
to take over the city of Seattle lock, stock, and barrel next 
year unless Seattle wakes up." Farquharson had to agree that 
"the Democratic Party in this state is still [the communists' 
preferred] vehicle, to get into power as quickly as possible." 
Farquharson's ongoing advocacy of production for use-now 
a dead issue-was useful defense against the unforgiving left
ists of the district's Progressive Democratic Club, which ran 
Dorothy Butterworth. Farquharson observers saw Democrats 
voting for Frank Jackson in the primary. "The Communist 
Party would rather crucify a liberal who does not join them 
than unseat a conservative," she fumed. "I still think I'll have 
it a walk-away." She received 3,159 of the 7,657 votes in the 
primary. "The only reason I made it [to the general election]" 
was that "a young lawyer over there [in eastern Washington] 
filed as a Cincinnatus," which split the Republican vote. WalWQt ·----··· --~ _tllf'F ... 

....... -~,It. 

OF A JOB/ 

PRICE 
FIVE 
c&NTS In 1939 Senator Farquharson was in a technical minority. 

Conservative Democrats from east of the Cascades and the 
resurgent Republicans dominated the senate for most of the 

next two decades. The new Women's Legislative Council was not 
"thinking in terms of women ... [but o0 the basic so-called liberal issues" and was 
stronger than she realized but hardly offsetting. "The big question," Farquharson 
mused "is why anybody in his right mind ever wanted the job anyhow!" With no 
income tax possible, the 40 cents per $1,000 assessed property value tax limita
tion, and "legitimate demands ... greater than ever ... it looks like a desperately bad 
situation to me." "If people were only educated as to ... their own interests." 
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Pleased with new Republican governor Arthur Langlie's 1941 inaugural address, 
Farquharson remarked, "l think some of us Democrats liked it better than some of 
the Republicans ." She was, of course, doubtful that enough tax revenue could be 
raised, a question the World War 11 boom would erase. She was now engrossed in the 
"under-yielding" leases of the university's downtown Metropolitan Tract, arrange
ments beyond generations of part-time legis lators. "As usual, I have so many irons in 
the fire that some of them are apt to get cold before we start ironing with them." 

Farquharson refused to be a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 
1940, "feeling .. . nausea at the idea of helping to reelect Roosevelt." "No one could be 
quite as dangerous a menace as he is [in leading the country into war]." "lf I had run 
[in 1942] I would have been complete ly trounced ... the communists ... would have ... 
got me. I would have admitted ... [ was opposed to the war," referencing the vagaries 
of leftist politics after Hitler's breach of the Nazi-Soviet pact. In 1945 she conceded 
that America could not have stood "aloof' but insisted, "We were large ly the cause 
of and effect which we feared and abhorred." She perceived her ro le, in and out of 
office, "as helping to educate the public .... They're informed abou t many things, but 
not what they ought to be informed about if we're go ing to have a democracy that can 
rea ll y function." After a 194 7 trip to Europe, which was "depressing beyond words," 
she gave "dozens" of speeches opposing both Stalin ism and the military government 
in Germany with equal vigor. In the next three decades over 2,000 art icu late letters 
flowed to The Progressive, the New York Times , presiden ts, members of Congress and, as 
the Vietnam quagmire deepened in the late 1960s, to its leading hawk, Senator Henry 
Jackson. "The moral universe is as real as the law of gravity . .. which is genuine commu
nity, "she wrote President Kennedy. The idealist with the faith of a believer persisted 
in her convictions, both because of and despite the lessons of two world wars. 

FARQUHARSON's PUBLIC LIFE is the more commendable for her sustained in
terest after the ego promptings and gratifications of public office. She was, 
at various points, vice-president of the Washington Progressive League; 
an ACLU board member; an organizer of the Northwest Chapter of the 

Committee on American Principles of "Fair Play"; director of the YW-YMCA's 
Students-in-Industry Project, the Hea lth and Welfare Executive Committee of the 
Council of Churches, the Wage Stabilization Board, the Statewide Committee for 
Ending the Death Penalty; and chair of the League of Women Voters' Committee 
on Constitutional Revision, the Urban Nominations Committee, the (Baptist) 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Committee for an Effective Congress, the Seattle 
Draft Counseling Committee, and the United Farm Workers. 

A person of contrasts seldom seen in a single personality, Farquharson was 
deeply committed to Quaker Christianity and socialism-liberalism. Her approach 
was systematic and, if need be , aggressive . Intellectual and diligent, she nonetheless 
entered the senate's casual inner sanctums where women could be power brokers. 
She fought the ideological left, communists, and "Stalinoids" whi le agreeing with 
some of their goals, and fought just as relentlessly for civi l liberties and against dic 
tatorships and militarism. Her sense of responsibility was her undoing. Drained by a 
feeling of"egocentricity" and driven over never doing enough, she was increasingly 
depressed as the Cold War escalated. Living out 55 years in her home next to the 
university's "Fraternity Row," in the early 1970s she hosted the touring Jeannette 
Rankin-the first woman elected to Congress and the only member of Congress 
to vote against U.S. involvement in World War I (191 7) as well as the only one 
to vote against going to war with Japan ( 1941). It was, fittingly, one of the last ap
pearances for either. Mary Farquharson died in 1982. ~ 

George W Scott served 14 years as a state represenrarive and senator, and has worked as a 
manager in the public and private sector, in higher educarion, and as state archivist. He is author 
of A Majority of One: Legisla tive Life (Civitas Press , 2003). 
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Like Mary Farquharson, 
Jeanette Rankin (1880-1973), 
pictured above, was a tirel.ess 

activist for peace and equality. The 
two appeared together publicly 
when Rankin visited Seattle 

in the early 1970s. 



HISTORY IN THE NEWS 

A "Monumental" Commemoration 

To commemorate the centennial of Ezra's "Old Oregon 
Trail Monument Expedition," a small group repre
senting the Ezra Meeker Historical Society (EMHS), 

and the Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA), re
enacted a portion of Ezra's 1906 journey. In July 2006, 10 of 
us set out from Puyallup in 1906 attire with a restored covered 
wagon that had originally belonged to Ezra Meeker. In Baker 
City, Oregon, an ox drover and a pair of oxen joined us, lend
ing considerable authenticity to our retinue. 

Traveling in modem vehicles, we stopped at 21 locales 
between Puyallup and Independence, Missouri. At the public 
venues the men would unload the wagon, fasten the ribs, fit the 
canvas, and attach a route map. Ray Egan, actor from Steila
coom, portrayed a feisty 75-year-old Ezra, relating the compel
ling story of the pioneer's journey. Dennis Larsen, historian 
from Olympia, presented a fascinating slide show of Meeker's 
first expedition. Like Meeker, the women set up a "Meeker 
Mercantile," featuring reprints of Ezra's postcards and books. 

Meeker family members Janet Kanter-Purcell and her 
brother Ray arrived from California for the reenactment 
parade in Boise. Janet and Ray's great-grandfather, Marion 
Meeker, was the baby Ezra and Eliza brought over the Oregon 
Trail in 1852. Adding to the celebration, the governor of 
Idaho and Boise's mayor deposited a time capsule beneath the 
Meeker monument. 

On the first of August, surrounded by the 
stark landscape at South Pass, Wyoming, we 
relived the moment so many pioneers had 
experienced. Farther on, we marveled at Inde
pendence Rock, which contains Ezra's inscrip
tion and a plaque erected in his memory. Here 
and at many of the museums and interpretive 
centers along the Oregon Trail, biographies 
and pictures of Meeker honor the man who 
led the effort to preserve the route. 

When we reached Scotts Bluff National 
Monument in Nebraska a large crowd of 
Oregon Trail buffs awaited us, eager to take in 
the programs in the light of the setting sun. 
The oxen pulling the wagon beneath the tow
ering bluffs evoked a spectacular retro event. 

Our entourage then headed south through Kansas to 
St. Joseph, Missouri, to attend the annual OCTA Con
vention. At Independence, Missouri, the oxen attracted 
visitors to the National Frontier Trails Museum, across the 
street from swales created by wagons on the Santa Fe Trail 
over 170 years ago. Both St. Jo and Independence claim 
to be the beginning of the Oregon Trail, while Meeker 
referred to both Tumwater, Washington, and The Dalles, 
Oregon, as its end. 

At the conclusion of the OCTA gathering, our reenact
ment group headed home from Missouri, noting that it felt 
more natural to be heading west on the Oregon Trail. But 
even at 75 mph, the prairie and the desert seemed to go on 
forever. We could only marvel at the fortitude those early 
travelers possessed to be able to face unbroken horizon at 
2 mph, day after monotonous day. When a large rock forma
tion or mountain did come into view, its apparent proximity 
tricked the eye. 

Our experiences during the course of the reenactment 
led us to a number of valuable insights. First, miles of rut
ted, recognizable Oregon Trail still exist . Second, surviving 
the journey required great attention to detail. Pioneers who 
selected sturdy animals, secured all recommended foodstuffs 
and supplies, and either drank only from clear streams or 
boiled their water increased their survival chances consider
ably. Third, the weather immeasurably impacted daily life on 
the Oregon Trail. Relentless heat-which plagued us- and 
wind, rain, sleet, and snow can overwhelm the most stalwart 
traveler. Finally, reenactment brings history alive . Thou -

BELOW: Ezra Meeker, foreground, posing in front of 
Chimney Rock, Nebraska, 1906. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Re-creating the 1906 photo in 2006, 
Ray Egan, as Ezra Meeker, poses with ox drover Dixon Ford. 
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THE ORIGINAL OREGON TRAIL MONUMENT EXPEDITION 

EzRA MEEKER, WHO PLATTED the town of Puyallup, came 
west over the Oregon Trail with his wife and infant son in 
1852. As he aged, this pioneer farmer, entrepreneur, and 
avid historian grew concerned that the Oregon Trail was 
being obliterated by development. Despite 
objections from his family and the derision 
of others, Ezra set out at age 7 5 to mark and 
preserve the primary migration route. 

In 1906, accompanied by an ox team, a 
wagon, a drover, and a dog, Meeker launched 
"The Old Oregon Trail Monument Expedi
tion." Over the ensuing two years, he trudged 
across the country, collecting funds for the 
placement of 2 7 Oregon Trail monuments, 
while setting in motion the impetus to estab
lish many others. 

In North Platte, Nebraska, Meeker holed up long 
enough to finish writing and publishing his well-known 
book, The Ox Team or the Old Oregon Trail 1852-1906. He 
experienced considerable bad luck in Nebraska, including 

a> losing his favorite ox, Twist. Unable to find 
~ a replacement, Meeker hitched up horses, 
~ mules, and cows until he found Dandy. The 
~ ox team of Dave and Dandy, stuffed for pos-1 terity, has thrilled kids for many a year at the 
i Washington State History Museum. 

Oxen do not travel quickly. Averaging 
two to two and a half miles per hour, pio
neers and expedition travelers considered a 

Ev-a Meeker. 

J Meeker forged on to Indianapolis, In
diana, crossed Ohio, and paraded down 
Broadway in New York City in October 
1907. He spent part of that winter in Wash
ington D.C. , lobbying President Theodore 
Roosevelt and Congress for funds to build a 
cross-national highway and erect a series of 
Oregon Trail markers. Roosevelt supported 
him, but the bill they sought to pass did 

20-mile day good progress. When Meeker reached each 
venue on his expedition route, he would set up camp and 
go about his main business-collecting money and gener
ating interest in the pioneer time. 

During his stay in Boise, Ezra camped across the street 
from the capitol for several days and traipsed his oxen 
around town, visiting each school. Hundreds of school
children contributed toward the commemorative obelisk 
for the statehouse grounds. 

At South Pass, Wyoming, the landmark best recalled 
of all those along the way, Ezra located a large boulder, 
had his drover carve the usual inscription, "Old Oregon 
Trail, 1843-57," and reminisced about his 1852 trip 
through the gap. 

sands of people learned about Meeker's tr ip through attending 
our venues, or from television broadcasts and newspapers. 

not make it to signature. Defeated but not discouraged, 
Meeker left for home in March 1908, reaching Puyallup 
on July 12. On July 18 he appeared in front of city hall in 
Seattle, his expedition completed. 

Imbued with pioneer passion, Meeker spent the last 23 
years of his life working tirelessly to ensure that the mass 
migration that had settled the West was not forgotten. He 
again crossed the country in a covered wagon from 1910 to 
1912, flew over the Oregon Trail with a U.S. Army pilot, 
traveled by train, and went by automobile. Less than a 
month shy of his 98th birthday the old pioneer died, but the 
mission he set for himself lives on in the preservation work 
conducted by the Oregon-California Trails Association, the 
Bureau of Land Management, and many others. 

The reenac tment group also fulfilled its secondary mission. 
In the course of planning, we encouraged heritage organiza

tions to install monuments that Ezra had 
commissioned but which were never erected. 
Three new O regon Trail monuments were 
dedicated in 2006- in C laquato and Chehalis, 
Washington, and Soda Springs , Idaho. Anoth
er monument is soon to appear on the grounds 
of the Meeker Mansion in Puyallup. ~ 

- Ruth Anderson 

Ruth Anderson is a free-lance writer and member of the 
Ezra Meeker Historical Society, which recently received 
the Washington State Historical Socie ty's David Doug
las Award frrr organizing, funding, and executing the 
reenactment project. Other members of the reenoctment 
team were]. M . "Andy" Anderson, Ray and Maura 
Ei;an, nennis Larsen and Pat Ziobron, Wes and Suzy 
Perkinson, and Dave and Wendy Welch. 

COLUMBIA 23 FALL 2007 



SOMETHING WORTH GOING UP l~ 
The Occupation 

of Fart Lawton 

and Creation of 

Daybreak Star 

Indian Cultural 

Center 

BY VERA PARHAM 

N THE MORNING of March 15, 1970, the tide re~ 

ceded farther than usual off the beach below the bluffs 

of Magnolia, just north of downtown Seattle. The mili~ 

tary police at Fort Lawton headed out on patrol, assum~ 

ing that the issue of the American Indian protesters 

and their supporters had been sufficiently dealt with in their 

last encounter. 

COLUMBIA 24 FALL 2007 



Al (Liff fOR 
~ 

r-:: 
-" 

l 
J!. 

Twice already activists had stormed ~ 
the fence and gates of Fort Lawton in ! 
an attempt to claim the area for the ~ 
future site of an urban Indian com- ~ 
munity center. Up to now, Colonel 0 

Stuart Palos and his men had failed to Northwest treaties and because the pro
grasp the deep commitment of these test began as a grassroots struggle and 
protesters-men and women who had evolved into a national one. At Fort 
seen the deprivations of reservation Lawton, American Indians from all 
life , lived the trauma of relocation, over the United States came to lend 
watched their families lose their lands, their support to the cause. The demand 
and suffe red the racial slurs of an for a community center and urban land 
American public that assumed Indians represented a new era in the struggle for 
had all but disappeared. Indian rights. Protesters at Fort Lawton 

The activists who rounded the bluff demonstrated their wish to maintain 
at low tide and then scaled the rocky a unique Indian identity within the 
cliff behind the fort had been inspired broader community while working 
by the 1960s fish-ins of the Nisqually with city, state, and federal govern
and Puyallup tribes and the recent ments, including the Bureau of Indian 
Indian occupation of Alcatraz Island . Affairs (BIA), to share that identity 
When they confronted Palos's MPs, with non-Indians and participate fully 
they came armed with their convic- in urban life. Fort Lawton became the 
tions, their culture, and the support of pinnacle of unity and community ac
reporters, photographers, senators, ce- tion for local Indians and a watershed 
lebrities, and prominent members of the in the public's percept ion of American 
Seattle community. After several more Indians in the Pacific Northwest. 
confrontations with the Fort Lawton 
military, the protesters quietly packed 
up their belongings and moved on to 
agitate at the mayor's office and at the 
offices of state legislators in Olympia. 
Through the combined efforts of protest 
and political agitation, the United Indi
ans of All Tribes (UIAT) was born, and 
along with it, the Daybreak Star Indian 
Cultural Center. 

Decades of protests by Pacific North
west Indians for the protection of 
their treaty rights cu lminated in the 
Fort Lawton occupation, which was 
fundamentally different from past 
protests because the demands made at 
Fort Lawton were unrelated to Pacific 

ATTRACTED BY greater opportuni
ties for education, social mobil
ity, and higher wages, Indians 
from across North America 
began moving to Seattle and 

Tacoma in large numbers during World 
War II to take part in the economic 
boom of the war years. When they ar
rived they encountered new cultures 
and Indians from diverse backgrounds. 
While the loss of traditional familial or 
tribal support networks in the city cre
ated a desire to forge new types of sup
port networks, the encounters with new 
cultures invigorated a renewed sense of 
pride in traditional tribal identities. 
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ABOVE: The continuing vigil 
outside the Fort Lawton gates 

in March 1970 helped rally the 
strength and purpose of the protesters 

and gave local and international 
reporters fuel for press coverage. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The 
determination of the Indian 

activists was put to the test with 
violence, political stone-walling, 

and government red tape. 

More urban migrants came to the 
cities in the 1950s under the Indian 
Relocation Program. The BIA offered 
transportation, job training, college 
assistance, and help finding a place to 
live. Upon their arrival, the program 
attempted to separate Indians from 
one another to encourage assimilation. 
However, many of those already relocat
ed opened their homes to extended fam
ily and friends, creating close-knit com
munities. The true intent of relocation 
was to move Indians away from federa l 
funds in preparation for the eventual 
termination of the government's special 
relationship with the tribes. With the 
failure of termination, the relocation 
program floundered . Urban Indians 
realized that they would need to look 
to their new urban comrades and city 
councils to find the support that the BIA 
was unwilling or unable to provide for 
them off the reservation. 

The first Indian service organizations 
and only ones operating in Seattle until 
the 1970s were the American Indian 
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Women's Service League (AlWSL)-a 
group of female volunteers who distrib
uted food donations and clothing out 
of an old church-and the Indian Free 
Clinic. The clinic was also staffed by 
volunteers and open only a few nights 
a week. According to Bernie White
bear, founder of the UIAT, Indians in 
Seattle "had little experience in preven
tative health care ... due co ... being ping
ponged from one hospital to the next .. . 
under . . . the mistaken assumption chat 
the federal government was responsible 
for the welfare of all Indians." 

permits and an expanding commercial 
and sport fishing industry was crowding 
them out of traditional locales. 

By the 1960s the struggle co pre
serve treaty rights had grown into a 
full-blown battle . According to Lawney 
Reyes, brother of fish-in organizer Bernie 
Whitebear, there was "a lot of antago
nism against the Indians for being out 
fishing .... The State of Washington and 
white sportsmen were totally against 
Indians doing this .... They considered 
the salmon theirs." The Nisqually and 
Puyallup tribes had begun organizing 
fish-ins in which groups of activists came 
together in varying numbers to defy state 
law and take as many fish as possible 
from "usual and accustomed" places, 
as their treaties allowed. Here, "white 
sportsmen and the State of Washington 
authorities actually used clubs; they'd 

The growing desire to see more urban 
social services directed coward Ameri
can Indians began to take root when the 
fishing rights struggles broke out across 
the Pacific Northwest. Many Indian 
groups in the Pacific Northwest relied on 
fishing as the economic and cultural base 

LEFT: Northwest Indian News, 
the journal of the American Indian 

Women's Service League, which was 
founded in 1958 to help urban 

Indians find social services, 
work, and community. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Senator 
Henry M. Jackson and Bernie 

Whitebear announce a 99-year lease of 
20 acres at Fort Lawton to the United 

Indians of All Tribes Foundation. 
On Whitebear's left are Joyce Reyes, 

AIWSL president, and Seattle 
mayor Wes Uhlman. 

protest for the first time. Previously, 
struggles to maintain land and rights 
had been waged by tribes or individu
als in state and federal courts. But the 
fish-ins were organized by a new breed 
of activist-men like Billy Frank 
(N isqually), Bob Satiacum (Puyallup), 
Hank Adams (Assiniboine-Sioux) 

of the National Indian Youth Coun
cil, and Bernie Whitebear (Lakes/Sin 
Aikst). These were men who had seen 
the world, gone co college, served in the 
military, lived in big cities, and knew 
the value of their Indian identities in a 
broader American society. They knew 
chat they had to have che support of the 
media and the public in order co win the 
recognition of their treaty rights and, 
indeed, their civil rights from the state 
and federal governments. 

l HE FISH- lNS HAD made it into the 
press by the mid 1960s and famous 
faces began showing up to lend 
their support to the cause. Mar
lon Brando arrived in 1964 and, 

according to Lawney Reyes, changed 
the entire course of events. The public 
saw a man they recognized siding with 
the Indians and revised its opinion 

to one of sympathy with the 

THE FISH-IMS WERE ORGANIZED BY A MEW BREED Of ACTIVIST. THESE WERE MEM WHO HAD SEEM THE WORLD, GOME TO 

COLLEGE, SERVED IM THE MILITARY, LIVED IM BIG CITIES, AMO KMEW THE VALUE Of THEIR IMDIAM IDENTITIES ... 

fish-in activists. According co 
activist Randy Lewis, "People 
like Marlon Brando came in 

of their societies. The treaties Governor 
Isaac Stevens had signed in the 1850s 
made provisions for the protection of on
and off-reservation fishing rights. By the 
1940s, however, Indians were frequent
ly being arrested for fishing without 

be hitting each ocher over the head and 
drawing blood on the Nisqually River 
and the Puyallup River ... it got pretty 
violent," recounted Reyes. 

During the fish-ins, Pacific North
west Indians came together in organized 
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and Dick Gregory came in 
and ... helped champion Indian rights. 
It created a growing consciousness in 
the Puget Sound area." Ocher famous 
supporters included Jane Fonda, singer
songwriter Buffy Saint Marie and his
torian Richard White. 



The new trend toward unified 
strength and public interest carried 
over to the Fort Lawton occupation 
and through the next several decades 
of protest in the Pacific Northwest. 
"In no other area in the whole United 
States did you have such outspoken 
support for Indian rights as you did in 
this area," noted Randy Lewis. "Se
attle, the Puget Sound, actually was 
the center for . . . po litical activism pre
Alcatraz .... It started here." 

The fish-ins came to represent more 
than just the protection of treaty rights. 
In March 1970, Bob Satiacum, speaking 
at a press conference in Seattle, stated, 
"The Indians have always been on the 
bottom of the totem pole. We want con
trol of our own destiny." At the fish-ins, 
where Satiacum and Bernie Whitebear 
first came together, their vision for 
American Indian revival and economic 
independence began to move beyond 
the issue of salmon and toward the 
issue of land. If the American Indian 
rights movement was going to maintain 
momentum and direction in the Pacific 
Northwest, it would need an urban base 
from which to direct operations and 
support the urban Indian community. 

One other event that spun off from 
the Pacific Northwest fish-ins and led to 
the Fort Lawton occupation was Randy 
Lewis's "Right to Be Indian" conference 
at Western Washington University. 

Lewis noted that more than 1,000 
people attended the conference . Like 
the fish-ins, the conference brought 
together a diverse group of people who 
began to see that they had a shared in
terest in helping one another maintain 
their unique Indian identities. They re
alized that they had the power and voice 
to make that happen. "It was really an 
eye-opener, the 'Right to Be Indian' ... a 
lot of Indian youth from the North
west ... [got to] be a part of something 

that was ... greater than their immediate 
family or immediate community. They 
were forced to see that ... a huge national 
awareness was coming about." 

l HE FISH-INS and conferences in
spired larger protests. In early 
1970 the Muckleshoot Indians 
joined with other tribes on Lake 
Washington to stage a large show 

of unity and demand the protection 
of treaty rights . For Bernie Whitebear, 

THE ALCATRAZ INFLUENCE 
THI! OCCUPATION of Alcatraz brought international attention to the plight 
of American Indians on reservations and in cities. Alcatraz became a power
ful tool with which to confront the federal government over the demands of 
American Indians for ass.istance in cultural eservation an a better way of life. 
Like Fort Lawton, Alq1traz Island was n tHe hst of federals rplus properties to 
be disposed of by the General Sen·ices Administration ( GSA.). Although GSA 
needed to negotiate a use for the island, it repeatedly ignored the proposals of 
American Indian groups for a community center and university on the land. 

In June 1968 the City of San Francisco took over administration of 
Alcatraz and stn®iled, as had the federal government, to find a use for the 
land. The United Bay Area Indian Council, an urban community group, and 
students at San Francisco State University joined forces as Indians of All 
Tribes. They planned an invasion of Alcatraz that would gamer the media 
.attention they needed to convince the city administration of their serious 
intent. Once on the island, the occupants issued a letter stating, "We moved 
onto Alcatraz because we feel that Indian people need a cultural center of 
their own •..• Without a cultural center of their own, we are afraid that the 
old Indian ways may be lost." I 
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however, it was where he went to recruit 
support for his recently conceived idea 
of capturing Fort Lawton. Randy Lewis 
remembers Whitebear's initial approach 
at the march, "I went to Bernie and Ber
nie handed me a little note and it said, 
what do you think of invading Fort Law
ton? I thought, right on! It's a fort? And 
he said, yeah, it's an abandoned U.S. 
Army fort that had been deactivated by 
Government Services Administration 
[sic], and the land was perfect." 

Both Whitebear and Lewis had 
grown up on the Colville reservation 
in eastern Washington. Whitebear so
licited Lewis's support knowing that he 
had taken part in the Alcatraz Occupa
tion in 1969. Although Lewis had spent 
only a few months on the Island, he was 
an experienced organizer, agitator, and 
idealist who believed that with enough 
pressure on the government, American 
Indians could create a cultural and 
political renaissance for themselves on 
the reservation and in the city. Lewis 
recalled, "When Alcatraz happened, 
it was a signal to all Indians that. . . our 
fantasy could become a reality. But if 
you don't speak, no one will listen, and 
so we were speaking loud." 

After a few months of rallying support 
and plotting strategy, Bernie Whitebear 
felt it was time to stage an invasion at the 
soon-to-be-surplused Fort Lawton. The 
land was already highly coveted. Accord-

, · · : ::, · [ a group dedicated to preserving the land 
' · .~· ; for a city park, took shape. 

\: f With the backing of senators Hen
~· ry M. Jackson and Warren G. Magnu
.jii son, and congressmen Brock Adams, 
E Lloyd Meeds, and Thomas Pelly, the 
~ Citizens for Fort Lawton Park began 

_ ! a letter-writing campaign to save the 
· , · • ~ land for the city. They wrote letters to 

·, , · t their local representatives at the state - ~ · •. g and federal levels, and to the mayor, 
[ the president, and the press. The federal 

Theinmal · ~ government was considering turning 
design pt(!J>os.ed ~- Fort Lawton into a youth corrections 
for a~Indian 

.Cimter\iti ·.'·. ·, ~ center or an anti-ballistic missile base. 
Disc~ery: , ; 3 In June 1969, Senator Jackson intro-

Park; · · · ' duced and helped pass an amendment to 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Act of 1964. The original act sought 

ing to the Seattle Times, "Golfers envision 
a 36-hole golf course. A gardening club 
sees 10 acres set aside .... Marine-life en-
thusiasts would build an aquarium." Fort 
Lawton contained 1,100 acres of woods, 
meadows, and beaches on prime real 
estate just a few miles outside downtown 
Seattle. According to Bob Satiacum, the 
land would be perfect for a community 
center for urban Indians because "Fort 
Lawton is more suitable to pursue an 
Indian way of life, as determined by our 
own standards. [It] does not resemble 
most Indian reservations. It has potential 
for modem facilities-adequate sanita
tion facilities, health care facilities, fresh 
running water, educational facilities, 
fisheries research facilities, and transpor
tation facilities." 

l HE UNITED STATES had established 
the fort as an army post in 1898. 
After moving military operations 
to Fort Lewis, south of Seattle, the 
federal government continued to 

retain possession of Fort Lawton as a 
non-active military base. Early in 1969, 
Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird 
declared 85 percent of Fort Lawton 
surplus property and transferred mana
gerial duties to the federal General Ser
vices Administration (GSA). However, 
there was still a residual military force 
stationed there . Soon after the declara-

to establish a funding source for fed
eral acquisition of recreation land to be 
matched by state funding sources as well 
as a source of extra funds for developing 
land use programs. Jackson's amendment 
allowed cities to acquire and control sur
plus federal property at little to no cost, 
with a strong emphasis on federal fund
ing al\d the development of city parks. 
By 1970 President Richard Nixon had 
signed the new measure into law. 

While the city struggled through bu
reaucratic channels to gain the land for 
a park, Bernie Whitebear was working 
his way through the same channels. In 
early 1970 he approached city leaders 
with his request for a portion of the land 
but was told to wait until the city had 
officially received title to it from GSA 
with funding through the Land and 
Water Conservation Act. Whitebear 
told the Seattle Times, "We're pursuing 
it through regular channels ... but ... 
we don't have a chance in hell of get
ting it." The city administration then 
suggested that he submit his request 
through the BIA, hoping to tie up the 
request in red tape. 

Whitebear realized that he would 
need to gain serious public and media 
attention in order to win backing for 
his proposal and put pressure on city 
administrators to take his request for a 
community center seriously. He looked 
to the media success of the 1969 Alea-

tion, the Citizens for Fort Lawton Park, traz Island occupation as a model. 
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As he began planning the next step, 
supporters who had heard through 
friends and acquaintances that there was 
to be an invasion of Fort Lawton began 
arriving from all over the country, in
cluding many from Alcatraz Island, and 
settling into community homes. Reyes 
noted that Whitebear "had hundreds 
of Indians backing him. And they came 
[from] as far away as Canada and 

people that arrived were just hung over 
as hell, and they had no idea that there 
were military police [MPs] inside." The 
next day, March 8, two caravans of cars 
filed out to the north and south sides of 
Fort Lawton. Support was strong, Lewis 
added: "Jane Fonda arrived for the oc
casion and ... lots of people were there ... 
from [Indians of All Tribes] out of the 

Outside the gates, while the protesters 
marched in and over the fence, Bob 
Satiacum read a proclamation prepared 
specifically for the invasion: "We, the 
Native Americans, reclaim the land 
known as Fort Lawton in the name 
of all American Indians by the right 
of discovery." Satiacum went on to 

describe the desire of the protesters for 

the Great Plains to help him." 
To describe their di verse 

identity and honor the Indi
ans of All Tribes at Alcatraz, 

AS WHITEBEAR BEGAN PLANNING THE NEXT STEP, SUPPORTERS WHO HAD HURD THROUGH fRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES 

THAT THERE WAS TO BE AN INVASION Of fORT LAWTON BEGAN ARRIVING FROM All OVER THE COUNTRY. .. 

the newly formed group of supporters 
settled on the name United Indians of 
All Tribes. They met at homes and bars 
around Seattle to make preparations 
for an invasion of Fort Lawton that 
they hoped would mirror the invasion 
of Alcatraz Island. The group began or
ganizing food donations and gathering 
camping equipment to take onto Fort 
Lawton land. 

ON MARCH 7, 1970, the night be
fore the invasion, demonstrators 
gathered at the Filipino Com
munity Hall in South Seattle to 
celebrate, unaware of what lay in 

store for them. According to Lewis, "The 
morning it actually happened, half the 

,,.. 
HOlnM 

0 1 

Bay Area and members of the National 
Indian Youth Council." 

The extra support gave the invaders 
the courage they needed to overcome 
the military police who immediately 
challenged the protesters with tear gas 
when they arrived on foot at the fort's 
gates. Unlike Alcatraz, which housed 
only a few caretakers, a portion of Fort 
Lawton was still federal land and was 
protected as such. According to Lewis, 
"Ramona Bennett drove her car down 
the road to the gate where all the shout
ing was and ... the MPs came and tear
gassed the inside of her car. We used it 
to climb over the fence and we got on 
top of it and ran into the barbed wire on 
top and got Jane Fonda over the fence." 

Fort Lawton . 
overlooked 

Puget Sound 
from a bluff 

just northwest 
of downtown 

Seattle. 

........ 

the land to build a community center 
and university upon. The proclamation 
was not intended to be a legal document 
but a statement for the media to focus 
the public's attention on the need for an 
urban Indian center. 

The plan had been to occupy the fort 
and camp out in a fashion similar to what 
had occurred on Alcatraz. However, the 
MPs made that plan next to impossible 
by rounding up the invaders and incar
cerating them in the fort's stockades. "It 
was very chaotic," said Lewis, "Everyone 
was ... running everywhere. We just kind 
of dispersed and let the MPs try to run 
us down. And they did." The situation 
became increasingly violent, echoing 
the battle scenes of the fish-ins. MPs 
dragged demonstrators through black
berry patches to waiting trucks, which 
drove them to the nearby stockades. 
One protester told the Seattle Times that 
MPs "ran amok with nightsticks." 

Lewis recalled, "We got beat up su
per bad and thrown into the stockades, 
and Bernie had his shoulder dislocated; 
Sid Mills [a Yakama native and Viet
nam veteran] had his shoulder broken 
or dislocated." 

8~-------~~---~--~---~--~------~ 

While the MPs' actions might have 
been tolerated on federal land, the 
people of Seattle would not stand for 
it. The violent images in the local press 
convinced many senators, Seattle resi
dents, and members of the international 
community to throw their support 
behind the protesters' cause and back 
the creation of a community center at 
Fort Lawton. Jane Fonda's involvement 
in the invasion and expulsion from the 
fort were discussed in the Seacde Times 
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and the Post-Intelligencer, but it was the 
brutal reaction of the military police 
that received the most coverage. On 
March 9, 1970, pictures of MPs hauling 
away protesters made the front page. 

On March 10 protesters were called 
to the federal courthouse in downtown 
Seattle by Bob Satiacum to demonstrate 
aga inst the Fort Lawton MPs' violent 
reaction. The accusations were mostly 

including Fort Lawton, of which not a 
dime had yet been paid. 

Lewis said that Colonel Palos brought 
out "jeeps, riot police with dogs, every
thing. They came to kill us this time." 

THE PROTESTERS, DETERMINED TO GAIN ENTRANCE AND ONCE AGAIN FOCUS THE ATTENTION OF THE PRESS AND THE CITY 

ADMINISTRATION OH THE SERIOUSNESS OF THEIR INTENT, THIS TIME "CAME UP THE cum, AHD ... PUT UP OUR TH-PEES." 

As soon as the MPs began 
marching on the protesters, 
who had no place to run but 
farther onto fort lands, "a hell 
of a battle" broke out, added 

The P-I head line read, "Indians Invade 
Fort Lawton," changing to, "Army Dis
rupts Indian Claim on Fort Lawton" as 
the story continued, insinuating that 
the Indians were the rightful heirs to 
rhe surplused land. 

The papers also focused attention on 
well-known figures like Grace Thorpe 
(daughter of football great Jim Thorpe), 
who had arrived from Alcatraz. Accord
ing to Thorpe, "It's about time the In
dian people started being more vocal. .. 
we feel there is a moral obligation of the 
federal government to give top priority 
on any federal surp lus land to Indians." 
The P-I helped clarify for Washington 
readers what the invasion of Fort Lawton 
was all about-pride and community. 
The protesters wanted a voice and a 
place to celebrate their culture within 
an urban setting. And as Grace Thorpe 
pointed out, "We came here to Fort Law
ton in peace, but these army people are 
all uptight. We're gentle people." 

A
FTER BEING RELEASED from the 
stockades and forced off Fort 
Lawton property, the activists set 
up a tent city outside the military 
grounds. In response, Colonel 

Palos stated tha t all civilians were to be 
banned from fort property, and he issued 
letters of expulsion to 72 of those taken 
into custody during the protest, includ
ing Jane Fonda. To counter the ban, 
Fonda and 13 other protesters drove the 
35 miles south to Fort Lewis and set up 
a picket on the grounds there. Because 
Fort Lawton was a satellite base of Fort 
Lewis, Fonda and the others were con
sidered to be in violation of the civilian 
ban and expulsion, and al l 14 were ar
rested. No more protests were attempted 
at Fort Lewis, but Fonda's arrest garnered 
more press coverage. 

leveled at Captain Lewis Schatz, pro
vost marshal and the instigator of the 
use of excessive force. As a result of the 
beatings, at least 10 protesters required 
hospital attention. At the courthouse, 
a milit ary spokesman infuriated the 
protesters by stating, "There is not one 
single thread of evidence that the al
legations can be substantiated." Bernie 
Whitebear countered, "We entered our 
land. We are the natural inhabitants. 
We cannot enter our land illegally." 
After protesting at the courthouse, 
occupying the tent city for a few days, 
and picketing the gates, the protesters 
decided to storm the fort once again. 

At Fort Lawton the 392nd Military 
Police Company was brought in from 
Fort Lewis to reinforce security. Ac
cording to Lewis, the army had "cor
doned off the fort with concertina wire 
and manned foxholes." The protesters, 
determined to gain entrance and once 
again focus the attention of the press 
and the city administration on the seri
ousness of their intent, this time "came 
up the cliffs, and ... put up our tee-pees," 
said Lewis . "Colonel Palos came by . .. 
and told us . .. we had illegally entered 
the fort and we were trespassing and 
we were subject to prosecution." The 
protesters welcomed the opportunity 
to take their case to court and greeted 
the colonel's announcement with boos 
and laughs. 

Whitebear hoped this second inva
sion would emphasize their purpose. "We 
want to raise the moral issue that 12,000 
Indians and Alaskan natives in this area 
need the land ... ," he said. "It would help 
make this a great community." In addi
tion, he wanted to focus attention on the 
fac t that the Indian Cla ims Commission 
had promised local Indians a $60,000 
settlement for the lands around Seattle, 
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Lewis. "They were using tear gas ... and 
jeeps were wrecked. It was horrible." 

Kids hid under the barracks, then set 
the barracks on fire; people ran in every 
direction. "Grace Thorpe . . . just flopped 
down, and she sa id, 'My name is Grace 
Thorpe ... and I'm over 300 pounds and 
it's gonna take eight of you to move me. ' " 
Lewis recalled. "And she just turned 
into liquid." Because the army banished 
the press from the scene of the protest, 
newsmen were only able to gather sec
ondhand accounts of the encounter. Ac-
cording to Lewis, "They beat ... us, hauled 
us away, put us in the galley .. . forbid us 
from even using the restroom . . . or water." 
The Seattle Times reported that attorney 
Gary F. Bass of the Seattle Human Rights 
Commission obtained the protesters' re
lease, after which they returned to their 
tent city outside Fort Lawton. 

Once again the press covered the 
event in detail , helping to rally support 
for the Indians' claim to the land. A 
Times article stated, "Whitebear said 
residents still are giving Indians strong 
support. He said some nearby residents 
are allowing picketing Indians outside 
the fort to use their bathrooms. Pickets 
are receiving donations of food and 
other supplies." Without the press cov
erage there would have been little local 
support for the protesters. The media 
coverage of the continued protest at 
Fort Lawton was creating a new aware
ness of Indian issues in Seattle. 

Prior to the more militant protests, 
Lawney Reyes recalled, "the Indians 
could never get an aud ience-even the 
papers didn't want to print what the 
Indians had to say." But by the time the 
third invasion of Fort Lawton took place 
several weeks later, it seemed to Lewis 
that the whole world was watching. By 
the end of the protest at Fort Lawton, the 



UIAT had gained commitments of sup
port from over 40 non-Indian organiza
tions throughout Seattle, including the 
Church Council of Greater Seattle. 

THE TH IRD INVASION commenced 
much like the first two, with a 
storming of the gates. "We all went 
running through, ran right over the 
MPs one more time ... . And, the 

chase is on again. And they catch us, and 
they beat us, and they book us. And we're 
expelled once aga in," recounted Lewis. 
But this time, afte r being released, the 
protesters packed up their tent city and 
moved on. Whitebear told the Seattle 
Times, "Our fight is not aga inst the army, 
but what we are trying to do is show the 
sincerity of our intent to gain this land." 
The bruised and battered protesters felt 
that the 24-day encampment had served 
its purpose and that the mayor of Seattle 
and the state's two senators, who were 
still working to acquire the Fort Lawton 
property fo r a city park, would now take 
the proposals of the UIAT seriously. 

Now began "the long, arduous pro
cess of go ing through the ... red tape 
and the politics to secure Fort Lawton," 
said Lewis. Whitebear set up the first 
UIAT office in the basement of his 
sister Lauana Reyes' house, and then in 
downtown Seattle between Union and 
Pike. He utilized his newfound media 
fa me to connect wi th important politi
cal leaders in Seattle. He was politically 
savvy and, according to Reyes, not in
timidated by anyone. In Randy Lewis's 
words, "Bernie was a good politician; 
he was very articulate and knew how to 
schmooze with people." 

The press coverage, public pressure, 
and the UIAT's tenac ity finally forced 

ABOVE: Daybreak Star 
Indian Cultural Center today hosts 
art exhibits, receptions, and events, 

a Head Start program, and the yearly 
Seafair Indian Days Pow Wow. 

RIGHT: Bernie Whitebear, 
visionary and friend to many, 

sitting on the steps of Daybreak 
Star in 1999. 

BERNIE WHITEBEAR 
WHITEBEAR WAS widely admired and respected by American Indians, activ
ists, and Seattle's political elite. When he died in 2000 at age 63, Governor 
Gary Locke, Seattle mayor Paul Schell, senators Patty Murray (WA) and 
Daniel Inouye (HI) all attended his funeral. He was a man who listened 
to what others had to say, but when it was time to take action or make a 
decision, he took the lead. In a eulogy written after Whitebear's untimely 
death, P-I reporter Mike Barber wrote, "It could have been an ugly scene 
in a time when social unrest often meant violence, but Whitebear com
manded a bloodless battle, skillfully playing politicians and bureaucracies 
against each other to win back a little bit of the land his people had lost 
so long ago." 

Though Whitebear had grown up very poor on the Colville Indian Res
ervation, he joined the army, went on to college, and eventually became a 
Boeing engineer. His brother Lawney Reyes said the family "lived in tents 
most of the time because we couldn't afford anything else," adding that 
Whitebear never married or had a family because he dedicated so much of 
his t ime and effort to the UIAT. When Whitebear found his calling, he was 
living in Tacoma. Reyes remembers him recognizing the problem of the ur
ban Indians around him and thinking, "well, you know, I'm going to devote 
my life to helping my people-I've got to do something because it's steadily 
going downhill and every year it gets worse." 

The person who took Whitebear's place at UIAT, Michelle Soledad, re
called him as "one of the earliest leaders to go out and articulate the needs 
of urban Indians." Ron Allen, past president of the National Congress of 
American Indians, stated, "Bemie ... was a combined visionary and spiritual 
leader for Indian people in terms of how to address their own issues and how 
to become self-reliant." He lived his mission every day. Reyes said of White
bear, "He was tough, and when he'd get knocked down, he'd get back up and 
try something else, and he'd never give up." I 
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Seattle to begin talks with Whitebear 
over the fate of Fort Lawton. Prior to 
the invas ion the mayor's office had 
turned him away when he came to dis
cuss the issue. After that rebuff, Reyes 
reca lled , Whitebear "contacted the 
National Congress of the American 
Indians [NCAI] and told them, I have a 
chance to get some land here inSeattle, 
but I don't really know how to go about 

1972, Seattle amended its application to 

include the UIAT, and GSA granted the 
city its deed five months later. On No
vember 29, 1974, Mayor Uhlman signed 
O rdinance No. 104042, authorizing the 
UIAT's 99-year lease for 19.13 acres of 
the parkland . The lease , negotiated and 
approved by the UIAT and the Seattle 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 

·· went into effect one year later. 

counse ling, and educationa l programs, 
including programs focusing on health 
education, cultural awareness, and edu
cational options for low-income families. 
According to Lawney Reyes, who created 
the interior design for Daybreak Star, "It 's 
been a good thing for Indians in Seattle 
for about 30 years." In realizing the origi
nal hopes of Bernie Whitebear, Daybreak 
Star has become a place where an Ameri-

can Indian can "increase his 

AS SOOH AS THE FIRST OCCUPATIOH ATTEMPT WAS ACCOMPLISHED, THE MAYOR CHAHGED TRACK AHD BEGAH 
HEGClllATIOHS TO FIHD A COMPROMISE BHWEEH THE UIAT'S DEMAHDS AHD THE CITY'S PARK WISHES. 

pride in h is Indian se lf by mak
ing available to him the real 
accomplishments of his people, 
and by doing this, strike at the 

doing it-no one in the city government 
is willing to listen to me .... " The NCAI 
contacted the BIA, which decided to put 
a freeze on the land disposition process. 
This put the City of Seattle's application 
for the for t property in limbo. Although 
the Department of the Interior eventual
ly pressured the BIA to remove the block, 
the move to occupy the for t and White
bear's political wrangling convinced Wes 
Uhlman of the UIAT's serious intent. As 
soon as the first occupation attempt was 
accomplished, the mayor changed track 
and began negotiations to find a compro
mise between the UIAT's demands and 
the city's park wishes. 

The BIA's temporary freeze on the 
property brought the attention of the 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare (HEW) to the issue. The re
giona l director, Bernard Ke lly, encour
aged the UIAT to submit an application 
for lands with his office and on March 
26, 1971 , the UIAT requested 35 acres 
of Fort Lawton land. HEW summari ly 
requested the property transfer from 
GSA in April 1971; however, the City 
of Seattle filed an application with the 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (BOR) 
in the Department of the Interior for 
all 425.75 surplus acres. The BOR then 
transferred the request to GSA. 

Upon hearing of the city's applica
tion, the UIAT agreed to a compromise 
proposed by the BOR-that the UIAT 
lease its portion of the land from the 
city rather than from the fede ral gov
ernment. Both parties realized that a 
protracted legal battle could result in no 
park and no cultural center. In March 

The core 15 1 acres of Fort Lawton 
were not even lega lly acquired from the 
federa l government until 1975 . Negoti
ations on the location and construction 
of Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Cen 
ter were completed the same year. The 
final lease agreement between Seattle 
and the U IAT expresses the change 
that the occupa tion of Fort Lawton 
brought to the city's view of its urban 
Indian populat ion. The preamble states 
that the reason for including an Indian 
cultural center in a city park instead of 
farthe r away on a reservation is: 

To acknowledge the rich and varied Na
tive American cultural heritage of the Se
attle metropolitan region and the limited 
manner in which such heritages are being 
presented, sustained, and preserved in 
the experiences of all Americans; and to 

acknowledge the manner in which the pre
sentation of various aspects of indigenous 
culture at such a regional park would 
enhance the recreational potential of the 
park for all its visitors; and to acknowl
edge the need for more effective commu
nication between the City of Seattle and 
the Native American communit)'. 

On September 27, 1975, ground 
breaking fo r Daybreak Star took place, 
thanks in part to funding from the C ity of 
Seattle, the Economic Development Ad
ministration, the Campaign for Human 
Development, the United States Depart
ment of Commerce, Weyerhaeuser, and 
donations from the Colville, Quinault, 
and Makah tribes. The Daybreak Star 
Indian Cultural Center hosts housing, 
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root of social problems caused by separa-
tion from his Indian identity," noted the 
Master Plan: National Indian Cultural 
and Educational Center, Discovery Park. 
"[Daybreak is] a place where the non
Indian can be educated to the meaning 
and worth of the various Indian cultures 
and their many unique lifestyles." 

TH E FORT LAWTON occupation man
aged to achieve one of the UIAT's 
most funda mental and important 
goals: to raise the awareness of the 
pub lic, the media, the federa l gov

ernment, and American Indian people 
to the often distressed situation of 
Indians in the modem world. Through 
Fort Lawton, Indians of al l tribes were 
able to demonstrate that they are still a 
thriving cultural entity in the United 
States. They also gained major ground 
in the struggle to make their voices 
heard in Washington, D.C., and to be
come part of the policy-making process 
that affects their daily lives. 

The memory of what was accom
plished at Fort Lawton will remain a 
source of pr ide for Seattle-area Indians 
in generations to come. The event 
connects past with present, community 
with identity, and politics with protest. 
As Bernie Whitebear said in refer
ence to Daybreak Star Indian Cultural 
Center, "This is something really worth 
going up that cliff for."~ 

Vera Parham grew up in Seattle and attended 
the University of Washington. She is currently 
a Ph.D. candidate in Native American history 
at the University of Calif omia Riverside. 



FROM THE COLLECTION 

AMERICAN IDOL 

Th.is year marks the 80th 
anniversary of th.e completion 
of C harles Lindbergh's successful 

fir,t solo flight from New York to Paris. 
He became an instant American idol 
and was the subject of several popular 
songs and children's book-songs with 
~uch catchy titles as "Lucky Lindy," 
"You flew over, Uncle Sam takes h is 
hat off co you," "Lindhergh, the eagle 
of the U.S.A. ," and "Like an angel, 
you flew into everyom:'s heart." Books, 

particularly for boys, issued from the 
pre:;ses and sold in large numbers. Lone 
Scout of the Sky and 40,000 Miles with 
Lindbergh were just two of many titles. In 
September 1927, as part of a celebratory 
nat ional tour, Lindbergh was honored 
at a reception hosted by Seattle mayor 
Bertha!<. Landes at the University of 
Washingcon stadium.~ 

'Ge BCD's' 
Storr 'ct 
Charles A. 

E BOY SCOUT STORY OF LINDBERGH 

40,000 Miles :wi!h ~!'}!.!!!~ 
Jncludinr fllrhta to Me,neo: u with complete 
Alao gives insmakitru~tion: flying model of 
di ama for ng Lo . " 

agr the "Spirit of St. • ~• -. . 

ihe 0JJicial '' Spirit oJ St.(quis"'uJelcome So~ 

''HELLO LINDYt 
~x 

larrtN~oneey 
Dave Jifverman 

...,,- Dedic .ed To ~ 

APT. Cl .3. A LINDBERGH 
Al1ERICK5 fl.YING H£RO 

f A m1eu rt TO H/5 $U(CESSfUL 

"ANS-ATLANilC NoN·Srop Fl~HT 
N E\J YORI{ ro PARIS 

MAY 20·211 192?" 

1 .,,_b,dll), 7 
! LARRY COMLEY 'N<. I 

MU.l1C PVBuim'.iis I 
U/Ul!7lr RIAlro IlEJrJW: =-sr.1.oas. Mic 

(")AOC IN V. :S-.A. 

LINDBERGH RECEPTION COMMTITEE 

OFFICIAL PASS 
TO S2ATTt.r8 ORB8ltNO TO 

COL CHARLES A. LINDBERGH 
AT UNIVIUITY OP WAIHINGTON STADIUM 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1927 
<D>lil Of/lcial Po.. .ntitln b,a,...,. to NGI 
in litlan Rn.n.J S.Ctim, Ou OP R~H 
S«ti<m '1"JN, U. of W . S,a.diu ... 

c.h1"ayop a.,,,i.a K . Land••• No.___ Cllair,,,., • . 
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HLART 
HLAD 
HANDS 
A Conversation with 
Artist Lillian Pitt 

By Katrine Barber 

N INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN artist, Lillian Pitt 
has displayed her sculptures, carvings, masks, 
wearable art, and works on paper for more than 
20 years in exhibits in the United States, Eu
rope, New Zealand, and Japan. The Center for 

Columbia River History asked Pitt to talk about her evocative 
work at its "Celilo Stories" conference, held in March 2007 
to commemorate the SO-year anniversary of the inundation 
of Celilo Falls by The Dalles Dam. 

Lillian Pitt is enrolled with the Confederated Tribes of 
the Warm Springs Reservation, and her work reflects the 
ancient as well as ongoing presence of Indian people along 
the Columbia River. Pitt incorporates into her work images 
of salmon, rocks shaped by water, shells, beaver-marked twigs, 
petroglyphs, and forms reminiscent of fishing nets and traps 
and fish-drying racks. She calls herself an "unschooled" artist 
who is largely "unfocused" because of her irregular training 
and propensity to work in a variety of media. But as the fol
lowing interview and the accompanying images of her artwork 
reveal, these are also her strengths: the connections she makes 
between the artistry of her first career as a hairdresser and what 

> 
f 
-g. 

Lillian Pitt (Warm Springs Confederated Tribes) is 
perhaps best known for her ceramic masks. She has 

exhibited nationally and internationally, and her works 
are in permanent collections in Washington, Oregon, 

Arizona, Washington, D.C., Germany, and Japan. 

she now does with clay and glass; her hunger to learn new 
techniques; her willingness to work with new materials. 

KATRINE BARBER (for COLUMBIA): You grew up in Oregon 
on the Warm Springs Reservation, at least in part, and then ended 
up moving to Madras [ a town near the reservation, about 100 miles 
southeast of Portland]. What do you remember about being a kid? 

LILLIAN PITT: First of all was the freedom, the freedom 
to do whatever we wanted. No one had locked doors in the 
whole neighborhood, which was called Hollywood, a spoof 
on the poverty of our community and the wealth of Holly
wood, California. In Hollywood all the kids were the same age 
and so we just ran around together, rode horses, and went for 
walks. I did not know I was poor until we were told that we 
were. Our lives were minimal-we had no indoor plumbing, 
no electricity in a one-bedroom house. 

My dad was manager of the Indian baseball team in 
Warm Springs, and so we got to travel all over the North
west. I cannot believe the torture my mother endured with 
three of us kids in the back seat of the car! It was always an 
adventure-this was during the early 1950s when there was a 

lot of prejudice. In Mitchell or John Day there 
would always be a big brouhaha between the 
Indian and white baseball players. We kids 
would have to stay in the car. 

It was my dad's idea to move to Madras. 
Mom was a traditional Indian, one of the last of 
an endangered species, so to speak. She did not 
want to move because the community at Hol
lywood was hers and she did not speak English 

0 
8 
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very well. We were not allowed to speak Indian because, aga in, 
it set us apart and Dad wanted us to blend in better. He wanted 
us to be able to live well with the dominant culture. I was in 
sixth grade when we moved. I went to Madras Elementary 
School and Madras High School-very uneventful. 

Did you get to take art classes in schoo/7 

Not one. I never considered myself artistic. It was my sister 
who could paint and draw. I was the logical one, the good 
one, the one who never got into trouble. I never did try any
thing artistic all through my childhood, although I was a big 
daydreamer. I would go out and lie in the hills and watch the 
weeds grow. I never thought about doing anything creative 
other than existing. 

Did you have artists around you? 

My mom was a bead maker and my Auntie Mary worked on 
beads and hides. Everybody in Warm Springs did 
something; the women were never idle. It was 
always fun tu go to thei r houses and watch them 
work, watch all their wonderful processes. If you 
wanted to learn, you could.My mom's aunt tried 
to teach me twining-I think I was 11 or 12 at 
the time-and I just could not get it. I was at 
the age where my mind was not really focused on 
what she was trying to teach me. And she said, 
"Oh, ai-ya-yush," which is Sahaptin for "dumb." 

One of the things I think is striking about )'Our 

work is hnw much it is ruoted in and expands 
upon traditional themes. 

The beading designs J.re so exquisite and 
so are the basket designs. To transform 
them into clay is much easier for me. As 
I am working in the clay, I am mindful 
of what I had seen as a kid- the love 
that [the women] had for what they were 
doing. I would gc:t into a meditative state 
and it just seemed to flow through me. 

You left Madras for Portland right after you 
i,:raduated from hiih school in 1961 . Was 
Portland the big city 7 

My cuusin Elmer and I used to come down 
over the mountain to Portland to go to the 
movies. We would go up and down Broadway 
when they had all those fancy movie theaters, 
and we would go to one movie after the other 
all day and night. At the Chief Theater in 
Madras there was only one movie that would 
run for a month, and the ti.Im was really old 
and would always fall apart in the theater. 

My cousin Juanita's dad lived there
that wJ.s why we chose Portland. Living 
with him was rent-free. I was just 17 at 

the time. We picked berries and did a lot of swimming in the 
Sandy River. One qay we were doing laundry and there was 
a beauty school across the street. 1 said to my cousin-Dee 
Dee was her nickname, "Dee Dee, let's go to beauty school." 
She thought about it and said, "Okay." I started beauty school 
on October 10, 1962, when I turned 18. I just luved doing 
that. I loved the learning part of it, which included anatomy 
and physiology of the head and hands, and chemistry, and all 
these different things. I began to realize I had a brain! 

It was fun creating different hairstyles . For Dee Dee it was 
torture because she wasn't a talker. You cannot be a good 
hairdresser if you can't talk to people, you know. The more 
you talked, the more tips you made, and we lived on tips I 
learned to be really friendly. My dad was always friendly and 
funny and would charm people, whereas Mom was quiet and 
shy. I take after my dad. 

Did you experience racism while you were training to become 
a beautician or once you began to work as one? 

Absolutely none. It was not like Madras. Madras was 
terrible. Even the teachers were racist. It was such 
a painful experience with some of the teachers in 
Madras. They would tell jokes about Indians and 

say, "Lillian told me this joke."The cheerleaders and 
students in the Honor Society never talked to me. 

Years later I was doing a slide presentation and they all 
ran up afterwards and asked if I r1emembered them. It is so 

much easier to be nice than it is to be vengeful. 
When I was halfway through beauty school 

I had to stop because of my back, and it took 
me two years to graduate instead of one. I was 
a hairdresser for about 20 years, and then I 
became a teacher, a hairstyle instructor. I had 
many back surgeries and then finally Social 
Security retired me. The State of Oregon sent 
me to Mount Hood Community College. 

Going back to school, I found I had never 
learned pruper studying habits. The school 
suggested I take all these helpful courses, 
which 1 did, and it was a lot of fun. It was just 

like playing, you know. I could not ge t enough 
of school. We had group therapy, and I learned 
about myself. I learned that I was an individual, a 
unique individual. I learned that I had soml'.thing 
to say, and there was a forum in which to say it. It 
was wonderful. Anita Davis would come to group 
on Thursdays all dusty and dirty. I said, "What is 
it that makes you so messy7" She sa id, "I'm taking 
ceramics. You should join me ." It was love at first 

"Dreamer," bronze, 2000, by Lillian Pitt. 
Petroglyplis are made by pecking stone; the 
pecked images tell stories. Pitt reinterprets 

this technique and tells stories on the 
worked metal surface of her sculptures. 
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ancient Wann Sp · 
lndian village alo 
the south hank 

touch. l was hooked, obsessed-the first thing l have ever been 
obsessed about. I dreamt about it. lt was magic. 

l did not have a clue what to make, and that was the begin
ning of finding out who I really am. My first pieces included a 
Yupik mask that I saw in a catalogue from an Alaskan show and 
a Northwest Coast mask that I saw in a Franz Boas book, but 
they were not of my culture. So I went back to Warm Springs 

and talked to the elders. I went to Lucinda Smith. 
She had a vis itor from the Yakama Reservation who 

knew my dad's mother's family. She even knew 
my grandmother's Indian name, and my aunt's 

Indian name, and where we were from. I said, "I 
have this image. Where is this image? It keeps 

haunting me." She told me it was Tsagaglalal 
[a female Indian spirit petroglyph in what 
is now Horsethief Lake State Park], and 

that she overlooked the village where my 
great-great-grandmother had lived. This 
was a profound revelation for me. 

LEFT: "Coyote," miniature bronze, by 
Lillian Pitt. Coyote, the trickster, is an 

important figure in the oral tradition 
of the Warm Springs people. 

RIGHT: "Fish Woman," drypoint 
print, 1998. Art is a second career 
for Pitt; originally she worked as a 

hairdresser in Portland. 

The Legend of Tsagaglalal, She Who Watches 
(prorwunced tsa-ga,gla'-lal) 

AWOMAN HAD A HOUSE where the village ofN ixlui
dix was later built. She was chief of all who lived 

in the region. That was a long time before Coyote came 
up the river and changed things and people were not yet 
real people. After a time, Coyote, in his travels, came 
to this place and asked the inhabitants if they were 
well or ill . They sent him to their Chief who lived up 
on the rocks, where she could look down on the village 
and know what was going on. Coyote climbed up to the 
house on the rocks & asked, "What kind of living do 
you give these people? Do you treat them well or are 
you one of those evil women?" "lam teaching them to 
live well and build good houses," she said. "Soon the 
world will change," said Coyote, "and women will no 
long be chiefs." Then he changed her into a rock with 
the command, "You shall stay here & watch over the 
people who live here." All the people know that Tsa
gaglalal sees all things, for whenever they are looking 
at her those large eyes are watching them. 

-From Stone Age on the Columbia River, 
by Emory Strong (1959) 

Finding Tsagagla lal 
was a very emotional ex
perience. l realized that 
my family was strong 
enough to cope with 
many big changes and 
that I was a product of 
all that. It goes back 
10,000 years. Every 
time I create a She 
Who Watches, or Tsa
gagla lal, l try to make • 
her the very best l can J 
to honor the obvious J 
vision of the person J 
who created her im- § 

:;: 
age so long ago. The i; 

,£ 
petroglyphs were put i_ . 

there for a good rea
son-to tell stories. The people who made them knew 
exactly what they were doing. It has made my life so complete, 
just seeing this image of Tsagaglalal. I will be forever grateful 
to the elders who told me about her. 

When did you first declare that you were an artist? 

I am still working on that! l am an unfocused, uneducated, 
unschooled artist. I do not strive to become an artist in the 
white man's world. l just want to be able to create whatever 
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it is I want to do and that which honors my ancestors. I re
ally do not care what the white world thinks, although most 
of my buyers are white people and I am very grateful to the 
people who like my work enough to pay thousands of dollars 
for it . They all know that I am not educated, but they still 
support me and I make a good living. I think I am an artist. I 
work with my head, heart, and hands, and that, I learned in 
beauty school, is what an artist does. 

I am really struck with the parallels that you make between the 
artistic work you were doing in beauty school and the work that 
you do as an artist. 

You know, it was always the women in the Columbia River 
Gorge who were the economic leaders. We did the trading, 
we set the prices, we determined who could buy or sell what. 
l think I have a little bit of that horse-trading sense in my 
genealogy. I thank my ancestors for that. The Chinook people 
were very good traders. They were able to make a living for 
hundreds of years by trading everything. And then with 
Celilo we had the salmon as our economic source as well as 
our spiritual source, and I did not know that either until my 
mid 30s. It was something I took for granted. We took Celilo 

"She Who Watches," sandblasted glass, 2006, by Lillian 
Pitt. The Tsagaglalal petroglyph stood high above Pitt's 

great-great-grandmother's home. 

--· - .., . • :: .t 
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Lillian Pitt spent 
the early part of her 

childhood in the arid hills 
of northwestern Oregon 

on the Warm Sprins,s 
· • Indian Reservation. 



Looking at Indian Glass Art 

HISTORICALLY, Indian people 
worked with glass only 

when stringing trade beads into 
necklaces or stitching them onto 
buckskin. Today, Lillian Pitt's 
innovative work in glass is part 
of a Northwest renaissance that 
crosses cultures. 

The Washingtun State His
tory Museum commissioned two of 
Colville artist Caroline Orr's glass masks 
for its permanent exhibit in 1996. Orr's 
fused and etched glass masks address the dev
astating effect of European migration on Indian 
people and their descendants today. C/1 

Another Washington glass artist , University of ~ 
Washington professor Marvin Oliver (Quinault/ls- '" 
!eta), inspired Orr with his 1980s monumental glass ex- J 
periments, some weighing several tons. Oliver makes 8 
glass orcas and sharks as well as kachina figures embel- I 
lished with metal, cedar, or paint. His glass "Spirit ~ 
Board" ( 2002), on display at Tacoma's Mary 
Bridge Hospital, was inspired by ceremo
nial boards in the Historical Society's 
collection. These boards were shown at 

for granted. It's like Mount St. Helens; it 's a mounta in, we 
thought-it will always be there. It 's Celilo-it will always 

1 be there. But man and nature change things. 

c:i: Several of your recent pieces are salmon-drying racks, represent
} ing work that women did un the river. 
8 
~ l am thinking of the ancestors when l am putting an instal-
" ~ lation together. The women loved shells, they loved string-t ing shells, and so I string all the shells. Oh, so much work 1 

a And then the rocks and all the different things that women 
J loved-women still love them today because they arc all 

things uf beauty. And then the salmon-men put up 
the racks, but it was the women whu filleted 

and dried the salmon. It is just amazing 
how strong they were. 

Tell me about your collahorations and 
teaching. 

I love co llaborating because I am 
working with great minds. They 
bring more to the piece than l 
bring by myse lf. lt is a treat to 

"Ancient Spirit," bronze. 
Pitt initially began working in clay, 

then metal and glass. She also has an 
extensive body of work on paper. 

the 1909 Alaska-Yukon
Pacific Exposition with 
little context or connec

tion to their culture of ori-
gin. Oliver, like Orr and Pitt, 

takes back cultural ownership 
of indigenous objects, places, 
and philosophies through his 

explorations in glass. 
Seattle-based Preston Singletary 

(Tlingit), a student of Oliver's, creates 
delicate spruce-root baskets, bentwood 

boxes, and elaborate traditional masks-all 
in glass. These works are exhibited in museums 

around the globe. In 2000, Singletary helped raise 
a cedar, glass, and neon totem pole at Pilchuck Glass 
School near Stanwood. Glass came full circle as Pilchuck 
Glass School, on Swinomish tribal land, embraced and 
honored the artistic work of the region's first people. • 

Lillian Pitt's "In Flight," sand-cast 
glass, 14"x16"x5", won Best of Show in 

the Washington State Historical Society's 
2007 lN THE SPIRIT Contemporary 

Northwest Native Arts exhibit. 

teach the young ones. A couple summers ago I taught the kids 
at Warm Springs how to do drypoint prints. We went to the 
Columbia River Gorge and to Maryhill Museum; I got them 
books, and we went to the petroglyphs, and they got to draw 
whatever they wanted. They did drypoints and Maryhill was 
nice enough to give them a show, which they just loved be
cause I was also teaching them about how to be a professional 
artist. At the opening they were able to talk ahout their work. 
It is a good feeling to be able to carry something on. Even 
when I teach non-Indian students, they are bringing to the 
table their ancestry and an appreciation of my ancestry. There 
is always something to be learned; being a teacher is fun. 

What do you think is the artist's role in a community? 

I think it is sad that America does not honor its artis ts like 
Japan does. The Japanese honor their nat ional treasures. I 
think an artist in the community is vital. You need somebody 
who speaks from the heart and the head and the hands about 
their particu lar truth , which is not basL:d on any political 
force, any amount of money, or any socia l or political group. 
You need an honest assessment of the world, and I think art
ists are essential tu that. You cannot contro l artists because 
they have tn speak from the heart.• 

Katrine Barber is associate p-rofessor of history at Portland State 
lJniversity, director of the Center for Columbia River History , and 
author of Death of Celi lo Fa lls ( 2005) 
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From Private to Colonel, Indictment to "Hero" 

I J n November 3, 1884, Meyer 
Kaufman opened a dry-goods 
store in New Tacoma, Washing
ton Terri tory. It was one of four 
Washington stores owned and 

operated by extended members of the 
Toklas family-aunts and uncles of the 
famous Alice B. Toklas, who was writer 
Gertrude Stein's life partner. The follow
ing year Kaufman joined the 15-member 
comm ittee responsible for removing 
Tacoma's "Chinese Problem." In 1889 he 
was nominated to run for one of Wash
ington's first elected offices. Less than 
two years later he was laid to rest in the 
Jewish cemetery he helped establish. 

Kaufman came into Tacoma ready to 
conquer the young city, but several hur
dles slowed his progress. First, the Gross 
Brothers had already been around since 
1878. Though they were only in their 
20s, the bruthers were we! 1 respected 
for their brilliant marketing ideas and 
straightforward husiness practices. Sec
ond , Tacoma's prime reta il locations 
were already taken-the heart of the 

Detail of Meyer Kaufman from 
larger photo (below) of the "Tacoma 

2 7." Kaufman is the farthest le~ 
of those seated, and Judge James 

Wickersham is the farthest right of 
those standing. 

By Deb Freedman 

business district on Pacific Avenue at 
that time started at 7th, peaked at 9th, 
and slowed at 11th-and the best loca
tion Kaufman could find was way down 
on the corner of Pacific and 13th, which 
today is in the center of Tacoma's cen
tral business district. 

The 41-year-old entrepreneur jumped 
in with his best weapon-his advertising 
dollars. He took out full-column newspa
per ads at a time when the Tacoma Daily 
Ledger was only eight pages. Editor Rade
baugh kindly repaid him with "news 
columns" about the new store. Tacoma 
readers learned that the store was 25 by 
100 feet, with ladies' goods on one wall, 
gents' furnishings on the other, and 90 
feet of tables running down the center 
packed 25 to 30 suits high. All were of 
the best quality and offered at the low
est prices, of course. Editor Radebaugh 
also kept readers informed of Kaufman's 
personal travels and family visits. 

Kaufman's other hurdle was his ser
vice in Georgia as a young private in 
the Confederate Army. He tackled the 

• L--------'-----~_...:.:.....,iiL..,a_~_=--4_...:.._~.:..:..;,_;..;__.=:.,'------=----...:.....:--=-...=!.-___!!:L.L_.::...,a:=,.e:...,.,~=..=-=::.3,.,...:..__.c..!..:..J 
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ABOVE: Meyer Kaufman linked the 
removal of the Chinese with an increase 

in Tacoma's (and his own) economic 
prosperity, as evidenced by this Daily 

Ledger advertisement. 

RIGHT: After riding t~ wave of anti
Chinese sentiment, Kaufman was abl.e 
to move his store to a better location. In 
this north-facing 1887 photo of Pacific 

Avenue at 11th Street (bottom), the 
Kaufman & Berliner store is the third 

awning from the le~. 

on. On Decoration Day (now Memorial 
Day) in 1885 his store was so elaborately 
festooned that the "leading members of 
the GAR [Grand Army of the Repub
lic] observed this decoration with un
feigned pleasure" and "called upon Mr. 
Kaufman and tendered him a soldier's 
thanks and appreciation." Radebaugh 
noted, "These courtesies between the 
Blue and the Gray are always as chival
rous as they are touching." 

Another opportunity came in Au
gust when the entire city shut down to 
mourn the death of General Ulysses S. 
Grant. Kaufman made certain that his 
"show-windows were tastefully dressed 
in mourning and elicited much ad
miring comment." At the end of the 
month he donated a large painting to 
the GAR that depicted soldiers from 
"North and South clasping hands at 
the bier of the dead hero ... and above 
these figures were the words, 'Let us 
have peace."' Around this time Kauf
man's partner, Zadek Peritz, returned 
to Germany for _health reasons, and 
the store's name changed to Kaufman 
and Berliner. 

I• rom business and patriotic 
activities, Kaufman moved • on to current events. The hot 
topic during the summer of 
1885 was the Chinese work-

ers. As anti-Chinese sentiment and 
legislation spread northward from San 
Francisco, a mass meeting was held 
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in Seattle in September. On October 3 
Tacoma's citizens held their own meeting 
at the Alpha Opera House. They ap
pointed 15 men to a committee "for the 
duty of notifying the Chinese to depart 
November l." Meyer Kaufman was one 
of the 15 and chaired the committee on 
arrangements. The Ledger kept readers 
informed as many of Tacoma's Chinese 
workers began to leave the city: October 
10, "The Chinese exodus is beginning." 
October 13, "Going! Going!-Chinese 
are leaving by carloads." October 15, 
"Tramp, tramp, tramp, the Chinks are 
marching." November 4, "Gone." 

Court documents include testimony 
that Meyer Kaufman and Judge Wick
ersham had no prior knowledge of the 
plan to forcibly expel the Chinese. On 
the morning of November 3, 1885, 
when the whistle blew at the Lister 
foundry, men gathered in the streets and 
methodically visited every Chinese shop 
and household. The remaining Chinese 
were "escorted" eight miles south to the 
Northern Pacific railroad depot at Lake 
View. When Kaufman realized what was 
happening, he sought out the judge and 
exclaimed, "My God, Wickersham, there 
is going to be trouble here today!" 

OPPOSITE PAGE: At t~ height 
of the anti-Chinese violence in 

Tacoma in 1885, more than 500 
Chinese were forced out of the city. 
T~ir homes and businesses were 

looted and burned. 



• 
NO! NO! NCI 

(Jome to 10th and A Streets at i:30 
Monday even ing and express your 
opinion on the Chinese question. 

&&ALL. 'W'B &.& V B 

NO! NO! N O! 
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On November 10, Kaufman was 
one of 28 Tacoma citizens arrested in 
connection with the Chinese expul
sion. Indicted by a United States grand 
jury, they were taken to Vancouver and 
charged with conspiring to insurrection 
and riot. By November 12 they were 
back home posing for photos, each re
leased on a $5,000 personal bond. Kauf
man, often misidentified in the photo as 
Charles Pertz, chaired the committee 
to raise funds for their defense. When 
the jury moved for acquittal, the town 
celebrated and the committee members 
were called heroes. 

' ' 

fter the trial, Kaufman's promi
nence skyrocketed. By July 
1886 he was able to move his 
store to a better location on Pa
cific Avenue , His new quarters 

were near 11 ch Street, right across from 
the Alpha Opera House. In August he 
was appointed to attend the Democratic 
Convention, and the following spring he 
was credited with using his influence-in 
the form of a telegram sent to Washing
ton, D.C.-to help secure Eugene Sem
ple's appointment as territorial governor, 
In Apri 11888 Kaufman declined a nomi
nation for mayor, citing health reasons, 
Two months later Eugene Semple, now 
territorial governor, took advantage of 
the new militia law to appoint Kaufman 
to his personal staff as paymaster general, 
with the rank of colonel-quite a leap for 
a Confederate private. 

Chinese immigrants living in shacks 
near the Hatch Mill on Tacoma's 

waterfront were driven out of town 
and their dwellings burned during the 

anti-Chinese fervor in 1885. 

Obviously quite open about his reli
gion, Kaufman had proudly shared the 
news in June 1885 that his brother-in
law, Paul Singerman, had received the 
family Torah from Germany. In the fall 
of 1888 Tacoma's Jewish citizenry orga
nized a Hebrew Benevolent Society to 
purchase grounds for a local cemetery and 
synagogue, and they elected Kaufman 
their president. The Daily Ledger reported 
an anecdote sometime later about an 
event Kaufman attended with the gov
ernor in Olympia. Apparently, the new 
gas lighting failed during the program 
and the colonel, when offered a candle, 
refused it, joking that he had no need of 
one because he was "an Israel-lite." 

The colonel's health problems con
tinued. The Ledger frequently mentioned 
that he was ill and unable to attend to 
business , He traveled to several locations 
trying to improve his health and suffered 
from long sieges of rheumatism. In addi
tion, his wife contracted typhoid fever. 

On June 6, 1889, a horrific fire wiped 
out downtown Seattle, Another disas
trous fire two months later obliterated 
Spokane's business district. In both cities 
the firm ofToklas and Singerman, known 
in Spokane as the Great Eastern Store, 
endured the greatest financial losses. 
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As statehood loomed for Washing
ton Territory, Kaufman was again at 
the forefront. He chaired the county 
Democratic Committee in July 1889 
and headed to Olympia in August 
for the constitutional convention. In 
the September primary Colonel Kauf
man was unanimously nominated the 
Democratic candidate for state trea
surer. However, Republican candidates 
dominated the October 1 elections. By 
the time statehood became official on 
November 11, Kaufman's only elected 
position was a second term as president 
of the Hebrew Benevolent Society. He 
made out his will a few weeks later. 

The colonel's health steadily de
clined, and he died on February 15, 
1891, a few weeks short of his 48th 
birthday. Paul Singerman came from 
Seattle to close the store in bank
ruptcy. Kaufman's widow, Minnie, 
and a young daughter named Martha 
lived briefly in Seattle, but littt'e else 
is known of them. His tombstone in 
Tacoma's Home of Peace Cemetery is 
the only enduring reminder of his brief 
rise and fall. ❖ 

Deb Freedman is retired from a 20-year 
career as a youth services specialist for the 
Tacoma Public Library . She is a member of 
the board of the Tacoma Historical Society , 
a past board member of the Washington 
State Jewish Historical Society, and a charter 
member of the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Washington State. 
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NORTHWEST ANTHOLOGIES 

By Peter Donahue 

T he Greek origin of the word an
thology translates as "a gathering 
of flowers." In its Latinate form, 

the word came to mean a collection 
of poems, the earliest dating back to 
the 16th-century miscellanies of Eng
lish verse. Throughout its history, the 
practice of anthologizing has served to 
recognize and legitimize a defined body 
of writing, from ancient English ballads 
to Filipina-American memoirs. The 
practice has also been integral to iden
tifying and understanding 
regional literatures. 

magazines and book publishers as well as 
a sampling of" lirerary gossip" to dispel any 
doubrs about the Northwest's viral literary 
culture. Powers's anthology reflects his 
determination to establish unequivocally 
that an O regon (therefore, Northwest) 
literature not only exists but warrants 
the kind of encyclopedic background and 
commentary he provides. However, pub
lished by Portland-based Metropolitan 
Press , History of Oregon Literature reached 
Northwest readers and scholars almost 

exclusively. 

in his introduction that "the [literary] 
arts do nor commonly follow close on the 
heels of the pioneer, no matter how liter
ate the people. Daylight must be let into 
the swamps of the forest. Land must be 
plowed. And any truculent natives must 
be liquidated. " In effect, literature happens 
only ufter Manifest 
Destin y has fulfil led 
its civilizing charge. 

After Holbrook's 
Promised Land, a quar
ter-cen tury passed 
before another an
thology of Northwest 
literuture appeared. 
Ellis Lucia's This 
Land Around Us: A 
Treasury of Pacific 
Northwesr Writing 
(1969) is a tome as 
monumental as the 

This holds particularly 
true in regard tu North
west litera ture, toward 
which skepticism persisted 
throughout the 20th cen
tury. Nowhere was the 
skepticism more strident 
than in James Stevens and 
H. L. Dav is's essay, "Status 
Rerum" (1927), in which 
the authors declare the 
Northwest "has produced 
a vast quantity of bilge, so 

Stewart Holbrook 

Stewart Holbrook's Prom
ised Land A Collection of 
Northwest Writing (1945) , 
on the other hand, is the first 
anthology of Northwest lit
erature published by a major 
New York house (McGraw
Hill). It was intended to 
reach a national audience 
that, following the region's 
prominent role in World 
War II, had finally taken 
notice of the J\:orthwest. 

region it aims to represent. The North
west is no longer an idealized frontier to 
which readers romantically aspire. It is 
now the magnificent , cherished land in 
which they actua lly live. Eilis 's anthology 
is far more representative of the breadth 
of Northwest literature than Holbrook's. 

vas t, indeed, that the few boob which are 
entitled to respect are tota lly lost in the 
general and seemingly interminable ava
lanche uf tripe." Yet, for the past 70-p lus 
years, antho logy editors have successfu lly 
proven such statements wrong and in do
ing so have reflected a range of popubr 
attitudes about the Northwest. 

Alfred Powers's History of Oregon Lit
erature (1935 ), the first major anthology 
of Northwest literature, proudl y dares 
J\iorthwesr literary tradition back to 

presettlement petroglyphs and the Chi
nook jargon. In his omnibus approach , 
Powers not only includes se lec tions from 
important literary figures (J oaqu in Miller, 
Frederic Homer Balch, C. E. S. Woods, et 

al.) hut devotes entire chapters to such 
literary esote rica as writings by early 
Northwest humorists and songwriters. I le 
even offers an annotated list of litera ry 

Promised Land is more a 
general reader than a reference resource 
like Hiswry of Oregon Literature. le in 
cludes authors who "ei-
ther live or have lived in 

Like Powers, Ellis includes 

thi s region and ... have 
wri ttcn of things ind ig
enous to it," and most of 
these are contemporaries 
of Holbrook's , a popu
lar newspaperman and 
Northwest historian . 

This Land 
f\roundVs 

writings from the territoria l 
period, such as the journals 
of Lewis and Clark, as well as 
writing by non-Northwest
emers like Lincoln Steffens. 
The selections in This Land 
Around L's tend to extol the 
character of the peop le and 
the splendors of the land
scape, giving a populist view 
of what the final section 
emphatica ll y terms "This 
Wonderful Country." 

:\ ,reusur::-: oi Pm·ijk Nnn.hu·e.,t 
H'1'·itinJC, EJiit·d ond with 
c,,mnu·nl«r)' h)' Ellb L,u:ia. 

As its title suggests, 
Promised Land promotes 
an epic, almos t Biblical 
view of the N orthwest, one 
that glorifies the region's 
frontier past. Notably, Hol

lij.,,c, ,,., ,JI.,, \l,• K°l,,rl,..-1: 

brook's anthology does not include writ
ings based on tribal tales. Nor does it 
include primary writings hy explorers, pio
neers, or settlers. Holbrook oddly reasons 
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Ten years later, in 1979, 
Michael Strelow edited An Anthology of 
Northwest Writing: 1900-1950, which 
reintroduced readers to several impor
tant Northwest writers, including Mary 



Barnard, one of the first Northwes t 
poets to gain national prominence. 
Yet, it is Bruce Barcott's Northwest Pas
sages: A Literary Anthology of the Pacific 
Northwest, from Coyote Tales to Roadside 
Attractions ( 1994) that offers the most 
current and astute understanding of the 
Northwest in relation to its literature. 
The notion of the Northwest as heroic 
destiny (Holbrook) or national monu
ment (Lucia) gives way in Barcott's 
anthology to "the evolving idea of the 
Northwest" and the postmodern recog
nition of how "we created the North
west with words." 

N orthwest Passages opens with 
songs and tales from Northwest 
native traditions, proceeds with 

European exploration and settlement, 
covers the late 19th and early 20th centu
ries, and concludes with the post-World 
War II and contemporary periods, from 
which a third of the selections derive. 
As with every Northwest anthology, the 
effort to define Northwest literature de
pends largely on which authors the editor 
deems worthy of continued attention. In 
Northwest Passages, rightly or wrongly, 
Archie Binns is out and Tom Robbins 
in. Yet more important than these neces
sary editorial judgments, Barcott recog
nizes the diversity of voices that comprise 
Northwest literature. So farewell Robert 
Orman Case, and welcome John Okada 
and Horace Cayton. 

In recent decades, Northwest an
thologies have focused on specific genres 
and snarply defined topics and themes, 
from the poetry of the Inland Empire to 
Cascadian fantasy, all predicated on the 
assumption of a larger Northwest litera
ture. And from the start, all Northwest 
anthologies, large and small, share an 
enthusiasm for the region that in part 
justifies their existence. This enthusi
asm can even tum quite protective at 
times- if not outright chauvinistic- as 
evidenced by Bruce Barcvtt's concern 
that Northwest identity "fades every time 
a news anchor mispronounces 'Puyallup' 
and signs off a live remote 'from the banks 
of the WillamETTE."' {O 

Peter Donahue is author of the novel Madison 
House (2005) and coeditor of Reading Port
land: The City in Prose (2006) and ReJding 
Seanle: The City in Prose (2.004) . 

Tideland Tales 

Additional Reading 
Interested in learning more about the topics 
covered in th is issue 7 The sources I isted here 
will get you started. 

Beyond the Reservation: Indians, Settlers, and the Law in Washington Territory, 185 3-1889, 
by Brad Asher. Norman: University of Oklahoma Pres.~, 1999. 

Indians in the Making: Ethnic Relations and Indian Identities Around Puget Sound, by Alex
andra Harmon. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1998. 

"Seam-ltza," Shadows of Our Ancestors: Readings in the History ofKlallam-WhiteRelations, 
by Marian Taylor, ed. by Jerry Gorsline. Port TownsenJ: Empty Buwl Press, 1992. 

"I See What I Have Done: The Life and Murder Trial ofXwda, a S'klallam Woman," 
by Coll Thrush and Robert H. Keller Jr. Western Historical Quarterly 26, no. 2 
(Summer 1995), 168-183. 

Mary Farquharson 

Women in Pacific Northwest Hiscory, by Karen J. Blair, rev. ed . Se;ittle: University of 
Washington Press. 2001. 

Elected Washington Women. Olympia: EWW, 1983. 

"Women in the Washington State Legislature, 1913-1983," by Barbara Gooding. 
Senior thesis, The Evergreen State College, 1983. 

The Needs and Concerns of Women in Washington State, Olympia: Wa~hington State 
Women's Council, 1978. 

Something Worth Going Up That Cliff For 

Indians in the Making Ethnic Relations and Indian Identities Around Puget Sound, by 
Alexandra Harmon. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. 

Like a Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee, by Paul Chaat 
Smith and Robert Allen Warrior. New York: The New Press, 1996. 

Native Seattle: HiswriesfromrheCrossingOver Place, by Coll Thrush. Seattle: University 
of Washington Press, 2007. 

Heart, Head, and Hands 

Fusing Traditions: Transformations in Glass by Native American Artists, by Carolyn 
Kastner. San Francisco: Museum of Craft & Folk Art, 2002. 

"Flow between Mind and Earth," by Lillian Pitt. Frontiers: A Journal of Women's 
Studies (June 2002) . 

Death of Celil.o Falls, by Katrine Barber. Seattle: University of Washington Pre:;s, 
2005. 

Meyer Kaufman 

Family of Slrangers, Building a Jewish Community in Washington State, by Molly Cone, 
et al. Seattle: Washingtun State Jewish Historical Society, 2003. 

Beginnings and Endings: Home of Peace Cemetery Inscriptions , by DebFreedmnn. Tacoma: 
Gcnfreed Press, 1998. 

:\1erchant Princes: An Intimate History of Jewish Families Who Built Great Department 
Stores, by Leon A. Harris Jr. l\"ew York: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1979. 
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Reading Portland 
The City in Prose 

By John Trombold and Peter Donahue. Portland: 
Oregon Historical Society Press, 2006; 608 pp. 
$26.95. 

Reviewed by Robert Donnelly. 

Is a city unique simply because of it: location 7 Usually, but how 
city people embrace that locaLion is more import.mt. A city's 
history should be more than a survey of created infrastructure, 

government bureaucracy, and local services. lt should include evi
dence of where people built their homes, how they earned a living, 
what they did in theit· kisure, what challenges they faced, and how 
they characterized and embraced thetr city. Simply put, a city's 
history should be a survey of urban life. John Trombold and Peter 
Donohue's Recuiin~ Portland: The City in Prose could be used as an 
urhan history of the Rose City; but more effectively, it is a celebration 
of Portland's urban life. 

Like its predecessor, Reading Seattle, Reading Portland is a col
lection of essays and excerpts that highlights the besr of Lh.e ciLy's 
fiction and nonfiction, histories and recollections, popular culture 
and intellectual treatises, promotions and criticisms. lt is charac
teristically hut effectively divided into five sections beginning with. 
"Before Portland" and concluding \vith. "Contemporary \Jortland," 
which according to Trombold "captures the entire horizon of the 
metropolis , ic:; homes and neigh.borhoods , ito streets and parks." 

With help from the Oregon Historical Society and other local 
research. lihraries, Trombold and Donahue collecteJ the best works 
to tell us about th.e Rose City and its people.Judge Matthew Deady's 
essay, written in 1868, describes early Portland , and excerpts from 
Carl Abbott's Greater Portland and E. Kimbark MacColl's The Shap
ing of a City are evidence that Trombold and lJonahue knew which 
experts on Portland h.istory to include. What stands out in this 
collection, h.owever, are the discussions of race and ethnicity by, 
among others, Daniel C hacon, Kathryn Bogle, Marie Rose Wong, 
and Aaron and Jeanette Meier. I was drawn LO essays by poet and 
critic Rudyard Kipling, novelist Ursula Le Guin, ch.ef James Beard, 
and Chuck Palahniuk, author o f Fight Club. Yet, despite the history, 
primary sources, and intellectua l prose in Reading Portland, I must 
admit m} favorite L'ssay was "Figures in a Mall," written by Susan 
Orle::in, author of The Orchid Thief. In "Figures in a Mall," Orlean 
portrays Portland's ice princess (now professional boxer) Tonya 
Harding and th.e reaction of her adoring fans as they slowly learned 
thaL Tonya, "the Charles Barkley of figure skating," was involved in 
the plot against ~Janey Kerrigan. 

Reading Portland offers few photos, maps, or artwork, but _£; iven th. t 
viviJ images th.ese writers evoke, perhaps Trombold and Donahue 
concluded th.ty were unnecessary. Th.is collection of authors is supe 
rior to any other urban anthologies I h.ave found. I wnnot h.elp but 
wonder ifTrombold and Donahue envision a "Ci ty in Prose" se ries, 

similar to the Then & Nuw pictorial h.istories. I anxious ly await Recui
ing Chicago, Reading Boston, and Reading Las Vegas. 

Robert Donnelly received his master's degree in history from Pon/and. Stare L'ni
versity and his doctorate from Marquette university. 

Current and Noteworthy 
By Robert Carriker, Book Review Editor 

The exciting task of expanding the boundaries of Pacific 
Northwest h.istory is usually accomplished by the tandem 
efforts of academics who research and write, and univers ity 

pressC'S th.at edit and publish. Virtually every institution of higher 
education in Washington has one or more universiLy professors ac
tively engaged in studying Pacific North.west h.istory, many of them 
also introducing graduate students to th.e field. Th.e Evergreen State 
is equally fortunate to have two outstanding academic presses-uni
versi ty ofWashingtnn Press and Wash.ington State University Press, 
each. of them making a special effort to promote Pacific North.we,t 
history and literature. 

Period ically, professional writers and commercial pressc, discover 
Lhe depth of 0ut region's history, and the books they produce arc both. 
informative and attractive. Take, for example, Gary Krist's The White 
Cascade: The Great Northern Railway Disas ter and America's Decuiliest 
Avalanche (New York: Henry Holt & Company, 2007; 315 pp.; $26). 
An accomplish.ed auth.or of novels and short stories, Gary Krist was 
unsch.ooled in Washington railroad h.istory. He knew noth.ing about 
the Wellington Disaster that took place on the Great Northern 
Railway siding adjacent LO a small depot in the Cascades at 1:42 in 
the morning on March. 1, 1910. Nothing, that is, until he "googled" 

the word Wellington, intending the British 
duke-Napoleon Bonaparte's protagonist at 
Watl:rloo-not the disaster he discovered. ( :uri
ous, he clicked on an entry and learned about two 
manded trains- th.e w€'stbound Seattle Express 
and the St. Paul Fast M;ii l- which sat motionless 
for six days in blizzard condit ion, near the summit 
of Stevens Pass while awaiting snowplow train, 
fitted with rotary plows to clear th.e raiL When 
temperatures finally moderated a srorm of rain, 

sleet, and lightening th.undered over th.e pass and loosed a half-mile
wide slab of snow that swept the Pul Iman cm and boxcar, off the rails 
and into a narrow canyon. It all LOok place in a little over one minute. 
Rescue efforts began irnmed iately and continued unt il Jul y when the 
last body of 96 dead passenger~. was recovered. 

Passenger, ' letter .-; , urvived even wh.en some of their writers 
did not. Corporate telegrams flew back and forth. Reporters fnr the 
Seattle Times and Post-Intelligencer had weeks of work. A n inquest 
was held during which surviving passengers venrcd their anger into 
court transcript,: . Yet, the lawsuits that resulted led to no legal prec
edents. Railroads only slightly adjusted their procedure manuab for 
sim ilar situations. And no fede ra l agency ordered nev, re_gu lations 
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lest they tinker with America's dominant economic institution. 
Unperturbed, the Great t--lorthern Railway waited 19 years after the 
incident before it completed the Old Cascade Tunnel underneath 
Stevens Pass. Perhaps the lack of immediate consequences has kept 
this story from becoming more mainstream. The snow was the main 
charucter in this drama, and it melted away. Krist is a professional at 
writing suspense, so he tells the story in a page-turner manner that 
will appeal to students, professors, and armchair historians. 

Jack Hamann is a journalist and former documentary producer 
for CN N whu lives in Seattle. Hi:; law degree is from the L'niversity 
of Oregon. An outing unexpectedly brought him to the gr;,1vc of an 
Italian soldil:r buried in Seattle. How and why, wondered the inves
tigative reporter in him, and he discovered a moment in time during 
World War II when 43 African American soldiers from segregaled 

units at Fort Lawton (now Seattle's Discovery 
Park) went on trial for rioting and attacking 
a barracks containing Italian prisoners of war 
and the four American officers guarding them. 
Three soldiers were charged by army prosecutor 
Lieutenant Colonel Leon Jawor,.ki with the 
murder-lynching of Italian POW Guglielmo 
OlivotlO on August 14, 1944, alleged ly hang
ing him from obstacle course equipment during 
the disturbance. In 1987 Hamann broadcast his 

findings about the longest and largest court-martial of World War II 
in a one-hour documentary on KING/5 . 

All of this makes Hamann uniquely qualified cu write his first book, 
Un American Soil: Huw]ustice Became a Casualty of WWII. The book is 
a revision of his original conclusions, that is co say, the army's officia l 
conclusions. The manuscript was first published in 200'i by Algonquin 
Buoks of Chapel Hill, but it has now been reissued in paperback by 
Cniversity uf Washington Press (384 pp., '.!,l 9.9'i paper). The declas
sification of relevant military ducuments in th.e 1990s, including 164 
:;worn witness statements recurded by the army's Office of the Inspec
tor General, spurred Hamann to rethink the court's official judgment. 
Th.e army found 28 ddendants gui lty of various charges, none of them 
murder, although two men were convicted of manslaughter. le did not 
take l lamann long ro discern why the army .1llowed this case, one that 
once burned bright in the news as a showcase of the milirnry legal 
system, to quickly Jim into obscurity. Upon close ex.1mination, the 
lax crime scene investigation and the conduct of key persons, like Ja
worski ( who went on to become both a ]\;uremburg Trail advocate and 
a Watergate special prosecutor), raised questions about the fairness 
of the only trial in American history where black men were charged 
with lynching a white man . Hamann believes the trial record leads 
tu the name of a murderer. 

A bouk by Seattle historian Paul Dorpat, handsomely enhanced 
with sharp photographs taken b) Jean Sherrard, is wide-ranging 
and exceptionally informative in the sense that, indeed, "a picture 
i:; worth .i thousand words." Washington Then and Now (Englewood, 
Colorado: Westcliffe Publishers, 2007; 156 pp.; $45) is a treasure. 
Oorp,it hegan publishing his "Now e;. Then" feature-a side-by-side 

comparison of Seattle scenes from the past and present-in the 
Seattle Times: Pacific Magazine in 1982. Inasmuch as the column 

has run for 25 years, and has also been 
republished in three books, Dorpat 
has plenty of material on Seattle. But 
for the book under review Dorpat 
extended his reach to cover the entire 
state using 156 historic images within 
10 geographic zones. Consider that he 
began the project with more than 700 

historic photos. He had to cull them to something manageable since 
each image is paired with a contemporary duplicate. 

Because he is the principle historian for the HistoryLink Web 
site, Dorpat's pithy comments are authoritative, to say the least. 
Westcliffe Publisher.s has issued similar books-called the "repeat 
photugr;iphy" technique-for seven other states, :;o their formula has 
proven effective. In 1989 Montana did their own "repeat photogra
phy" project, juxtaposing cuntemporary photographs with drawings 
made by Karl Bodmer between 1832 and 1834 of the upper Mis.souri 
River landscape. Dorpat uses only photogrnphs, and he does not go 
back that far into the past, but almost. His earliest photvgraph is of 
Seattle's Pioneer Square in 1859. 

Finally, Kurt R. Nelson, an Oregon community college instructor 
and specialist in the field of criminal justice, has published Fighting 
foT Parndise: A Military Hiswry of the Pacific Northwest (Yardley, 

Pennsylvania: Westholme Publishing, 2007; 
320 pp.; $35). T he book covers a lot of ground. 
Maybe too much ground. Specifically, his Pacific 
Northwest extends from northern California 
through British Columbia, and h is time line 
runs from the earliest contact with ln<lians at 
the time of Lewis and C lark all the way to World 
War II . The book offers 20 maps, and they are 
needed because the pace is fast. Th is is a survey 
in the "101" genre: Hudson's Bay Company 

trappers, the Astorians, the Pig War, the Cayuse War, and the Sheep
eater War. There follow the contributions of the Pacific Northwest 
to distant drumbeat, in the Spanish-American War, the Philippine 
Insurrectiun, World War I, and World War II. Don't drop your pencil 
or you'll mis:; 'i0 years of events before you can pick it up! 

It is a surl: sign chat the field of Pacific Northwest history is alive 
and thriving when historians without university appointments 
make it their chosen field. Publication by media profe,siunals is 
not for academic advancement or tenure-it is their livelihood. 
They research without limits and, best of all, they write to be read. 
A common denominator among them is the sense of drama they 
bring to their subject. 

Address all review copies and related communications to: 
Robert C. Carriker, Columbia Reviews Editor 

Department of History, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA 99258 

COLC:vlb!A 4 7 FALL 2007 



CORRESPONDENCE 

Coatsworth was not Alone 

The day Galloping Gertie collapsed there 
was a person on the bridge not mentioned in 
"Life and Death at the Tacoma Narrows" in 
the Summer 2007 COLUMBIA. My husband, 
Winfield Brown, told me that his Narrows 
Bridge experience lefr him seasick, even though 
he had previously crossed the ocean twice dur
ing severe storms and had a wonderful time out 
on deck while the rest of the people were sick 
in their rooms. He was a professional artist and 
photographer, and his work is in various collec
tions, including chat of the Washington Stace 
Historical Society. He passed away at age 85 
on September 1, 2000. He wrote the following 
article, which appeared in the June 2 7, 1969, 
issue of the Tacoma News Tribune: 

From the time of the opening of the first 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge on July 1, 1940, it 
had a peculiar swaying motion when the wind 
was blowing. For this reason it acquired the 
nickname of "Galloping Gertie." This mar.ion 
fascinated me and I waited for the day of a good 
windstorm to try it firsthand. On the morning 
of Nov. 7, 1940, the wind was blowing harder 
than usual-justthe kind of weaclier I was waiting 
for. At the time I was a student at the College of 
Puget Sound. After my first class of the morning 

I drove to the bridge where I parked my car and 
walked to the tollgate. 

After I paid the I 0-cent pedestrian toll and 
started to walk across the span, it was obvious 
I was going to get a thrill. The 
wind was gusting up to 45 mph 
and the water was churned into 
whitecaps . The snakelike accion 
of the bridge was so great that 
cars crossing it would actually 
disappear from sight and then 
reappear again. People in the cars 
were laughing as though they were 
enjoying the roller-coaster ride. 

opposite side of the roadway a short distance 
behind me. We both clung to the raised curb 
along the sidewalk but were concinually thrown 
over the curb from one side to the other by the 

swaying bridge. It tilted as much as r 45 degrees; the view of the Coast 
] Guard cutter and the water below 
f was terrific-and terrifying. 1 fully 
g expected this tO be my lase view 
~ of anything, for it seemed impos
f sible the bridge cou/d ho/d up long 
" enough for us ta get off. 

Walking to the tower at 

the west end and back again, I 
nociced a Coast Guard cutter 
passing through the narrows 
and decided to walk back to the 
center. Ahardgustofwindmade 
the whole span shudder, and it 

Winfield Brown and his 

As we crawled , pieces of 
concrete chipped from the roadway 
and flew through the air, and light 
posts snapped. The knees of m)' 

pants were soon tom open and my 
knees were cut and bleeding .... 
Afterwhacseemedlikeanetemity, 
I managed to reach the east pier 
where it was possible to stand up 

battered knees. 

suddenly began a violent lateral twiscing morion. 
A car passing by was bounced again.st the curb; 
the driver, LeonardCoatsworth, lost control and 
was unable tO drive any fart her. 

The swaying was so severe that it threw me 
to the pavement where I started crawling back 
toward the east end of the bridge. Coatsworth 
had abandoned his car and was crawling on the 

and walk the rest of the way. I had kept a lead 
over Coatsworth of about 30 feet , and he was 
soon able to stand up and walk also. 

To this day, when I cross a bridge and passing 
traffic makes it vibrate, I gee the strange feeling 
that the bridge might collapse. 

-Marjorie L. Brown, Puyallup 
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John H. Walker 
Mary Ann Walters & Family 

George & Marie Weis 
David & Wendy Wekh 

Candace A. Wellman 
Mar-Le Wendt 

Jim & Elaine Wick 
Charles Wilkinson 

& Melanie Ito 
Frances A. Williamson 
Dr. & Mrs. John Willmarth 
Betty l. Wing 

John R. Withers 
R. Lorraine Wojahn 
John & Judy A. Woodworth 
Hsushi Yeh 

Bernice L. Youtz 
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Anacortes Museum 
Foundation 

Ballard Historical Society 
Bigelow House Preservation 

Association 
Clallam County Historical 

Society Museum 

Clark County Historical 
Society & Museum 

Cowlitz County 
Historical Society 

Des Moines Historical Society 
East Benton County 

Historical Society 

Edmonds South Snohomish 
County Historical Society 

Enumclaw Plateau 
Historical Society 

Ezra Meeker Historical 
Society 

Fircrest Civic a.nd 
Heritage Association 

Foothills Historical Society 

Fort Nisqually Association 

Fort Walla Walla Museum 
Fox Island Historical Society 

Franklin County 
Historical Society 

Gig Harbor Peninsula 
Historical Society 

Granite Falls 
Historical Society 

Grant House Folk Art Center 
Historic Fort Steilacoom 

Association 
Historical Society of Michigan 

Humanities Washington 

Jefferson County 
Historical Society 

Key Peninsula 
Historical Society 

Kitsap County 
Historical Society 

League of Snohomish 
County Heritage 
Organizations 

Lewis County 
Historical Society 

Maple Valley Historical 
Society 

Maryhill Museum of Art 
Missouri Historical Society 

Northwest Chapter of 
the Oregon-California 
Trails Association 

Okanogan County 
Historical Society 

Pacific Northwest 
Historians Guild 

Pend Oreille County 
Historical Society 

Pioneer Farm Museum and 
Ohop Indian Village 

Points Northeast 
Hist01·ical Society 

Renton Historical Society 

Roy Historical Society 
South Pierce County 

His tori cal Society 
South Sound Maritime 

Heritage Association 

Spanaway Historical 
Society 

Steilacoom Tribal 
Museum Association 

Tacoma Historical Society 
Top-Hi Alumni News 

Washington State Chapter 
of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation 

Washington State Jewish 
Historical Society 

Wenatchee Valley Museum 
& Cultural Center 

Whitman County 
Historical Society 

Wilkeson Historical Society 
Yakima Valley Museum 

Time to buy that gift membership or subscription! Just call 253/798-5902 or 1-888-BE-THERE. 
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ttl! Explore the journey of quilting, 
from functional craft to contemporary art. 

1911 Pacific Avenue 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

1-888-BE THERE 
WashingtonHistory.org 

WAS HIN GT ON S T A T~ 

HISTORY 
MUSEUM 
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