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Call for Nominations for teachers, researchers, historians, culture-
connectors, for the Washington State Historical Society’s annual History 
Awards 

TACOMA, Wash – Nominations are open for the annual History Awards bestowed by the 

Washington State Historical Society (WSHS). These prestigious awards recognize 

excellence in advancing the field of history in the state of Washington through writing, 

teaching, historic projects, and understanding cultural diversity.  

Anyone can submit a nomination. If you, your organization, or someone you know would 

be a deserving recipient for one of the awards described below, please submit a 

nomination by April 30, 2021. Details and nomination forms can be found at 

WashingtonHistory.org/history-awards. 

“These awards offer an opportunity to recognize the very best work being done in our 

state to preserve, interpret, and promote Washington’s history. It is our honor to celebrate 

individuals and organizations whose efforts ensure that stories we might otherwise lose to 

time remain a vital part of our State’s legacy,” said Allison Campbell, heritage outreach 

manager at WSHS. 

Nominations are being accepted for the following awards: 

 Robert Gray Medal: First given in 1968, the Robert Gray Medal is the highest 

award bestowed by the Washington State Historical Society. It recognizes 

distinguished and long-term contributions to Pacific Northwest history through 

demonstrated excellence in one or more of the following areas: teaching, writing, 

research, historic preservation, and service to local historical societies.  

 David Douglas Award: First given in 1979, the David Douglas Award recognizes 

the significant contribution of an individual or an organization through projects, 

exhibits, digital presentations, or programs such as apps, websites or blogs, 

educational products or any other vehicle that informs or expands appreciation of 

any field of Washington State history during the previous year. (Note: Book 

nominations are not permitted for this award.) 

 Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching: First given in 1998, the Governor’s 

Award is presented to an outstanding certified teacher of Pacific Northwest history 

in an accredited K-12 school in Washington or to a nonprofit organization. The 

awards committee welcomes nominations of persons who demonstrate effective 

teaching by any measure of excellence, including but not limited to: the use and 

development and an innovative curriculum, consistent effectiveness in utilizing 

Pacific Northwest history in either the classroom or the community, the 
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advancement of Pacific Northwest history as a field of academic inquiry, a lasting 

impact on students, the use or development of innovative technology, and the 

encouragement of Pacific Northwest themes in presentations for the History Day 

competition. 

 Peace and Friendship Awards: Since 1975, two awards have presented in this 

category each year; one is presented to a Native American and the other to a non-

Native individual. These awards recognize individuals who have advanced public 

understanding of the cultural diversity of the peoples of Washington State. If 

nominating for both Native and non-Native awards, please submit separate 

nomination materials for each. 

The History Awards will be presented to recipients at the Historical Society’s annual 

meeting in September, 2021. For more information about nominations, email WSHS 

Heritage Outreach Manager Allison Campbell at allison.campbell@wshs.wa.gov. 

# # #         

About The Washington State Historical Society 
The Washington State Historical Society partners with our communities to explore how history 
connects us all. The Society’s most visible activity, the Washington State History Museum (WSHM) 
is located in downtown Tacoma on Pacific Avenue. The museum features interactive permanent 
exhibitions about Washington’s past in the Great Hall, unique rotating exhibitions highlighting the 
Society’s collections, and dynamic feature exhibitions. Note: The History Musuem is temporarily 
closed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; updates about reopening will be posted on our 
website and social media (@historymuseum and @washingtonhistory). 
 
Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 
Hours: THE HISTORY MUSEUM IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED DUE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
Normal operating hours are 10:00 AM–5:00 PM Tues.-Sun.  
Admission: Free for members; Adults $14; seniors (age 65+), students (age 6-17) and military 
(with ID) $11; free for children 5 and under; family rate $40 (up to two adults and four children 
under age 18). Patrons with a Washington Quest card and licensed Washington Foster Parents 
can attend for $1 per person or $2 per family.  
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