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LEFT TO RIGHT: Two Spirit Sisters Speaking, 2021, Jake DePoe, Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians. Acrylic on bristol board, 14 ×17 inches. 

Wolf head dress, 2021, Othniel A Oomittuk Jr., Inupiaq. Alaskan yellow cedar, ivory, baleen, 8 × 6 1/2 × 18 1/2 inches. 

We Are the Ocean, 2021, Ursala Hudson, Tlingit. Wool, silk, cedar bark, steel cones, leather, mother of pearl, 62 × 62 inches. 

THE 16TH ANNUAL IN THE SPIRIT CONTEMPORARY NATIVE ARTS EXHIBITION opens at the Washington State 
History Museum on July 15 and runs through August 29, 2021. We are thrilled to present 37 works created by 22 Native 
artists from the Pacific Northwest and beyond.

Exhibition jurors Todd Clark (Wailaki), Philip H. Red Eagle (Dakota and Puget Sound Salish heritage), and Laura VerMeulen 
(Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska) chose works representing a wide variety of themes and 
mediums. Visitors will see textiles, paintings, carvings, bead work, mixed media, basketry, and digital works (several are 
pictured above).

“The quality of work submitted for consideration this year was truly impressive,” said Molly Wilmoth, the 
History Museum’s lead program manager, who issued the call for artists in April, 2021. “Our jurors blind-reviewed 
the works, meaning the artist’s names were not revealed until after the selections were made. We are grateful to 
all of the incredible artists who presented these meaningful and beautiful works, and we can’t wait to share them 
with the public in our museum.”

The traditional artist awards ceremony will be shared online. Jurors will select works for awards including Honoring the 
Ancestors, Honoring Innovation, Spirit of the Northwest, and Best in Show. Join us as they present the awards via Facebook 
Live on July 15 at 6:00 PM (details at WashingtonHistory.org/events/its-awards). Museum visitors can also vote for two 
People’s Choice awards to be announced at the end of the exhibition.

The companion IN THE SPIRIT Arts Market and Northwest Native Festival will be held on August 7, 2021. Some 
components will take place online, while others will be in-person at the History Museum and our partner institutions, the 
Tacoma Art Museum and Museum of Glass. All three museums will offer free admission for the day.

To learn more about the artists, jurors, exhibition and festival, visit WashingtonHistory.org/inthespirit-2021.
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WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY MUSEUM, 1911 Pacific Ave., Tacoma, WA 98402

The Washington State Historical Society does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its program delivery and will provide, to the best of its ability, 
alternate formats upon request. For assistance, contact the ADA Coordinator at 253-272-3500, Tuesday through Friday, 9:00 AM–5:00 PM, and indicate the 
nature of your accessibility need and preferred format.

EXHIBITIONS

Just the Ticket
Through August 22

Journey through the history of train travel in 
Washington State! See objects and ephemera from 
the collections, travel fashions, and a model dining 
car booth. 

Crossing Boundaries:  
Portraits of a Transgender West
Through December 10

This original exhibition explores the seldom-spotlighted 
history of transgender people in the west from the 
1860s to 1940s. Join us in learning about the history of 
gender, identity, and changing cultural perceptions in 
the West.

REMEMBRANCE:  
The Legacy of  
Executive Order 9066  
in Washington
Opens June 17

This new, long-term 
gallery, explores the 
intergenerational impacts 
of the incarceration of people 
of Japanese ancestry during World 
War II as a result of Executive Order 9066. 
Told through the many contributions of people 
who were themselves, or were related to, camp 
survivors, this gallery offers objects, photographs, art, 
letters, and more.

As Grandmother Taught:  
Women, Tradition, and Plateau Art
July 23-November 28

This exhibition from the NWMAC in Spokane celebrates 
the work of three contemporary Columbia River Plateau 
women alongside historic objects and images from 
the NWMAC’s collection. The art of these cultures 
reflects traditional lifeways borne of an ancient and 
interdependent relationship with the natural world. 
Women have been the primary makers of the functional 
forms necessary to everyday life. See works by Leanne 
Campbell – Schi’tsu’umsh (Coeur d’Alene Tribe of 
Indians), NiMiiPuu (Nez Perce Tribe), Sinixt (Arrow 
Lakes), P’squosa (Wenatchee), Confederated Tribes of the 
Colville Reservation;  Bernadine Phillips – Spuqspálqs 
(Okanogan/Wenatchi), Confederated Tribes of the Colville 
Reservation;  and HollyAnna CougarTracks DeCoteau 
Littlebull – Yakama (Confederated Tribes and Bands of 
the Yakama Nation), NiMíiPuu (Nez Perce Tribe), Cayuse 
(Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation).

Pandemic Perspectives
August 19-December 10

The WSHS partnered with the UW School of 
Public Health to educate students about museum 
collections, and to guide them through gathering oral 
histories about pandemic experiences as part of their 
capstone projects. The resulting oral histories share 
a range of personal insights, with an emphasis on 
impacts in BIPOC communities. Hear these poignant 
accounts and see artifacts contributed by the 
interviewees as well as the students.

For full details about programs and events, visit WashingtonHistory.org/events. Unless 
otherwise noted, events are at the Washington State History Museum, and are FREE for 
members or included with admission.

IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary Native Arts  
Awards Ceremony
Thursday, July 15, 6:00 PM
FREE Facebook Live Presentation

Now in its 16th year, the IN THE SPIRIT Contemporary 
Native Arts exhibition will be open for in-person 
viewing at the Washington State History Museum! 
However, the Artist Awards Ceremony will remain 
virtual. Join exhibition jurors Todd Clark (Wailaki), Philip 
H. Red Eagle (Dakota and Puget Sound Salish heritage), 
and Laura VerMeulen (Central Council of Tlingit and 
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska) as they introduce the 
2021 exhibition and announce the artist awards for 
Honoring the Ancestors, Honoring Innovation, Spirit  
of the Northwest, and Best in Show.

AUGUST 
Elks Temple History Pub
Tuesday, August 3, 7:00 PM, doors at 5:30 PM
McMenamins Elks Temple, 565 Broadway, Tacoma
FREE and open to the public

Our popular partnership with McMenamins returns with 
the first History Pub event in over a year! Join fellow 
history lovers in the Spanish Ballroom where you can sip 
a drink and grab some dinner while enjoying a talk on an 
engaging historical topic.

History Pub is a monthly event! Mark your calendar for 
September 7 with doors at 5:30, program at 7:00; it’s the 
perfect way to close out your summer!

IN THE SPIRIT Arts 
Market & Northwest 
Native Festival 
Saturday, August 7, 
10:00 AM–5:00 PM
FREE day at WSHM, TAM,  
and MOG

The well-loved IN THE 
SPIRIT Festival will be held 
in person in the Tacoma 
Museum District! Visit the 
participating museums 
free of charge. Meet artist 
vendors at each location 

to learn more about their crafts and purchase their 
works. Activities at the museums invite visitors to 
engage in artmaking and in celebrating the techniques 
and knowledge of Native artists.

This festive in-person event will also be accompanied by 
an on-line arts market and virtual programming. These 
digital components will provide even greater access to 
the outstanding Native artists of our region. Get all the 
details at InTheSpiritArts.org

Full STEAM Ahead: Virtual K–12  
Educator Workshop
Saturday, August 14, 9:00 AM–4:00 PM
$35 early bird, $40 regular rate

Tacoma’s Museum District presents creative ways 
to incorporate Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 
and Mathematics into the classroom! Educators from 
America’s Car Museum, Foss Waterway Seaport, Museum 
of Glass, Tacoma Art Museum and Washington State 
History Museum present workshops for both primary 
and secondary teachers, offering lesson plans and 
supplementary materials. It’s virtual, so easy to attend 
no matter where you are! Register at WashingtonHistory.
org/educator-workshop.

JULY 
A Look at  
Washington State PRIDE
Thursday, July 1, 6:00 PM
FREE Facebook Live 
Presentation

Parading loud and proud in 
Washington began with Seattle’s 
first Pride Parade in 1974 to 
mark the fifth anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots. Since then, Pride 
parades have grown across the state. 
This program welcomes representatives 
from Tacoma, Spokane, and Bellingham 
who will share their unique perspectives 
on Pride, and we’ll also take a look into 
the WSHS collections to explore objects 
from Pride events of the past.


