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From Jennifer Kilmer, director of the Washington State Historical Society…

I’m pleased to report that during the 2020 session of the Washington State Legislature, a group of lawmakers 
led by Representative Eric Pettigrew and Representative Debra Entenman allocated funding in the capital 
budget for the Washington State Historical Society to lead a commemoration of Black History Month in 
February 2021.

Through this project we will endeavor to recognize and help share Black history across Washington in new 
and exciting ways. In Evergreen State communities large and small, we’ll lift up local voices and knowledge, 
while also supporting new and existing scholarship by Black historians.

The Society recognizes this investment as a tremendous opportunity to build history resources that will 
connect Washingtonians to Black history not only during the month of February 2021, but going forward 
into the future as well. To lead this project, we are honored to collaborate with a distinguished group 
of advisors hailing from organizations including the Black Heritage Society of Washington, Blackpast.
org, the African American Studies program at the University of Puget Sound, the Tri-Cities Diversity & 
Inclusion Council and a growing list of others.

Centerpiece of this effort will be the development of a digital resource—a smartphone app—that is both 
robust and expandable, recognizing people, events, and places important to Black history in Washington. 
Educational curriculum will also be developed in connection with these resources highlighting contributions 
of Black Washingtonians across time.

Through this project, we look forward to sharing the inspiring stories of Black Washingtonians like George 
Bush, a trapper and farmer of Irish and African descent who helped establish the first permanent American 
settlement on the Puget Sound in 1845, now known as Tumwater. While George Bush was denied the 
right to vote in his lifetime, his son William Owen Bush represented Thurston County in the first state 
legislature and was an award-winning farmer who helped establish the agricultural college that later became 
Washington State University. This work will also raise the profile of Nettie Craig Asbury, a suffragist, 
musician and community organizer who founded the first chapter of the NAACP west of the Rockies in 
Tacoma in 1913 among many other accomplishments. Believed to be the first African American woman 
to earn a doctorate in the United States, Nettie Asbury was outspoken against racial discrimination, and 
traveled across Washington speaking in favor of the formation of African American women’s clubs. Part of 
Nettie's life story was shared in the Fall 2020 issue of COLUMBIA magazine.  

With so many stories to be told, this project will last long beyond 2021. Partnering with local historians 
across the Evergreen State, we hope to uncover little known stories and develop new scholarship on Black 
history in Washington, and continue to update the digital resource into the future. This work is overdue— 
Washington’s Black history is everyone’s history. 

As we reach the end of what’s been an extraordinary—and extraordinarily strange—year, all of us here 
at COLUMBIA magazine and the Washington State Historical Society thank you for your continued 
support, and wish you and your family a joyous holiday season.

With the pandemic still raging, the economy still struggling and the “murder hornets” still buzzing, 
it’s hard to pick which stale adjective about these times has become my least favorite—I just can’t decide 
on “unprecedented” or “uncertain.” And while our editorial content has somewhat normalized as of 
the previous issue, continued closure of schools and limitations on things like museum attendance and 
bookstore author readings means that we are very much aware of current events even as we publish stories 
about people and places in the past.

Our cover story by Greg Nokes illuminates an additional dark tangent of the violence directed against 
Chinese workers in the 1880s, and we’re grateful to Mr. Nokes and to the descendants who shared their 
family’s story. Jo Miles’ piece about letters written for Native leader Skloom by a German captive are an 
aspect of the 1858 Indian War that gives the kind of insight into Native thinking of that era which is not 
often brought to light. And we’re very pleased to present the first of a two-part series by Erasmo Gamboa. 
Dr. Gamboa both presents Latino history in what’s now Washington, and shows why this history has 
many times been excluded from the larger narratives.

Elsewhere, we highlight some recent books you might have missed, showcase photos from the Roslyn 
area, visit one of the most unusual airports in Washington, and present the second of our History at Home 
features for families with children taking part in remote learning.

As always, we love to hear from you with your questions, ideas and story proposals. To reach us, please 
send email to editor.columbia@gmail.com.
        Here’s to 2021!

RECENT ERRATA
In the Autumn 2020 issue, we misidentified the author of The River That Made Seattle; she is B.J. Cummings. In the Winter 2019 issue, 
an editor’s error by yours truly led to the addition of inaccurate information to Bob Young’s story about Elsie Parrish; the Constitution 
does not limit the number of justices on the United States Supreme Court. 
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It is the last known photograph of Robert McMillan of 
Walla Walla, who would be dead within the year, a victim of 
rheumatic fever. But before he dies, he will make a deathbed 
confession to his father of his involvement in one of the most 
horrific crimes in the American West, the 1887 massacre of 
nearly three dozen Chinese gold miners in Oregon’s remote 
Hells Canyon, the deepest canyon in North America. 

I was sent the photograph by Beverly Schlegel of 
Montvale, Virginia, a descendant of the McMillans. I had 
written about Robert McMillan’s confession in my 2009 
book about the killings, Massacred for Gold: The Chinese in 
Hells Canyon. But until seeing the photograph, McMillan was 
just a sad name in a trial record. The photograph and other 
new information make possible a more complete portrait of 
the sickly boy described by a sister as “lovable,’’ and how he 
came to be involved with a gang of horse thieves and killers. 
McMillan would testify he was scared to speak out against 

the leaders of the gang, probably one of his few truthful 
statements at the time.

The killers of the Chinese miners had acted without 
remorse, firing down on the men from surrounding cliffs at 
a mining camp at a bowl–shaped cove on the Snake River 
on the Oregon side of the canyon. They threw the bodies 
into the north–flowing river, some of which, bloated and 
mangled, turned up days later at Lewiston, Idaho, 65 miles 
down river. Lewiston, which had a sizeable community 
of Chinese miners, had been a jumping off point for the 
murdered men.

The site of the massacre was known in 1887 as Deep 
Creek, but in 2005 the U.S. Board of Geographic Names 
officially designated it Chinese Massacre Cove. A memorial 
to the victims was dedicated in 2012 by a group of volunteers. 
The stone marker stands on a cliff high above the Snake 
River near a rock shelter used by the miners.

The 1889 photograph, yellowed with age, reveals a thin, unsmiling boy 
smartly dressed in jacket, sweater and tie, his left hand resting on the 
back of a chair, either because he’s posed that way, or maybe because 

he needs it for support. His hair is cut short, although a little long over the 
ears. He appears much younger than eighteen. Today, he might be a Boy Scout.  
He doesn’t look like a member of a gang of killers.

Robert McMillan, 18, of Walla Walla, not long before his death from rheumatic fever. While living in northeastern Oregon, McMillan became involved 
with a gang of horse thieves and was among those charged with murder for the massacre of as many as 34 Chinese gold miners in 1887. He was found 
innocent at an 1888 murder trial, although he later confessed his involvement to his father. Photo courtesy of Patricia Campbell and Beverly Schlegel, 
descendants of Robert McMillan’s sister Eve McMillan Einhaus

A teenager’s deathbed confession
by R. Gregory Nokes



Only about a dozen of the victims would ever be identified; 
most were from Punyu, a district in the port city then known 
as Canton, today called Guangzhou. Their leader was an 
experienced miner named Chea Po, who was among those 
killed. The miners worked for the Sam Yup Company, a 
Chinese–owned business headquartered in San Francisco. The 
men probably had been in the American West for years, possibly 
first employed as laborers building the region's railroads.

Following an investigation, a member of the gang, Frank 
Vaughan, turned state’s evidence, implicating six others. 
All were indicted for murder by a grand jury. Among the 
accused was 16–year old Robert McMillan, the youngest 
member of the group. The others were Bruce “Blue” Evans, 
J.T. Canfield, Omar Larue, Hiram Maynard and Hezekiah 
Hughes. Most of the men were small–time ranchers and 
ranch hands, working on ranches clustered around the tiny 
northeast Oregon town of Imnaha. 

Blue Evans, age 32, the gang’s leader, escaped, as did 
J.T. Canfield and Omar Larue. Evans had been held 

under guard in a hotel 
room—Wallowa County 
lacked a jail—after being 
arrested for rustling before 
the massacre was even 
discovered. He escaped 
by faking a need to visit 
an outdoor privy, where 
another gang member had 
stashed a revolver. Evans 
overpowered his guard and 
rode off on an awaiting 
horse. He already had 
blood on his hands from 
an earlier killing for which 
he’d never faced justice. 
After busting out of the 
makeshift jail, Blue Evans 
was never caught again.

Robe r t  McMi l l an , 
Hiram Maynard  and 
Hezekiah Hughes were 
taken into custody. In 
August 1888, a three–day 
murder trial was held in 

Enterprise. An all–white male jury declared the trio 
innocent after Frank Vaughan changed his grand jury 
testimony, pinning the blame on those who had escaped. 

Two years later, as he succumbed to rheumatic fever, a 
remorseful McMillan made a deathbed confession to his father.

Hugh McMillan later shared his son’s near–final words 
with a newspaper in Walla Walla where the McMillan family 
then lived. In a written account of his son’s confession, the 
elder McMillan told the Walla Walla Statesman:

My son and Evans, Canfield, Larue and 
Vaughan went to the Chinese camp on the 

Snake River…There were thirteen Chinese  
in the camp and they were fired on. Twelve  
Chinese were instantly killed and one other 
caught afterwards and his brains beaten out. 

Hugh McMillan further quoted his late son as saying 21 
additional Chinese were killed the following day, eight who 
came to the same camp, and 13 at another nearby camp. “My 
son was present only the first day,” Hugh McMillan wrote, 
“but was acquainted with the facts as they were talked over 
by the parties in his presence.”

Robert McMillan told his father that the gang came 
away with fifty thousand dollars in gold. This was a far 
higher amount than other estimates, and was probably an 
exaggeration. In the confession shared by his father, there 
was no suggestion that Robert McMillan had personally 
killed any of the Chinese. The Statesman story was published 
on August 3, 1891, two years after McMillan’s death, three 
years after his trial, and four years after the massacre.

A father’s shock and disappointment in his son may 
explain why it took Hugh McMillan two years to publicly 
disclose the confession. The boy had testified in a pre–trial 
deposition that he went to the river with Evans and the 
others believing they simply wanted to borrow a boat from 
the Chinese miners. But the boy’s confession to his father 
made it clear that the gang was after gold, not a boat.

Until McMillan’s confession, the word ‘gold’ hadn’t 
appeared in any of the court records: not in the grand jury 
indictment; not in the suspects’ depositions; and not in 
what remains of the trial record—though most testimony has 
disappeared, if it was ever taken down in the first place. Gold 
may not have been mentioned, possibly because no one wanted 
to ask about it. If the gang’s true motive for attacking the 
Chinese was made known—and it probably was known to many 
in the small community—it would have been more difficult to 
portray the accused as innocent bystanders. And, of course, it 
would raise the wide open question of where was the gold, and 
who had it. Over the years, there were rumors the gang buried 
the gold and that relatives of J.T. Canfield, who lived undetected 
in Idaho, had dug it up. This truth will likely never be known.

Following the trial, the massacre was forgotten—or covered 
up—for more than a century until the partial trial record was 
found tucked away in a long–abandoned county safe. 

Chinese at the time of the massacre were widely unpopular 
in the American West, in part for the perception that they were 
taking jobs from white workers. Responding to anti–Chinese 
sentiment, Congress had enacted the Chinese Exclusion Act 
in 1882, prohibiting additional Chinese laborers from coming 
into the country, although allowing those already in the 
country to remain. In the 1880s, violent and sometimes deadly 
expulsion of Chinese workers took place in Seattle, Tacoma 
and other communities around the Pacific Northwest.

While the Hells Canyon massacre was the deadliest of the 
many crimes committed by whites against Chinese, an earlier 
massacre in 1885 had claimed 27 Chinese lives at a coal mine 
at Rock Springs, Wyoming Territory. As in most of these 

racially motivated attacks, no one was held accountable. 
When Beverly Schlegel read in my book of the confession 

of young McMillan—her grand uncle—she had previously 
assumed his innocence. “The knowledge of Robert’s 
participation in this murder rampage has made us sick 
at heart,’’ said Schlegel, who has researched the family’s 
history along with her cousin Patricia Campbell, a Tacoma 
attorney. Robert McMillan’s younger sister Eve was their 
grandmother—to Beverly on her father’s side, and Patricia 
on her mother’s side. 

Conversations and emails with Schlegel and Campbell 
point to a proud and accomplished church–going Catholic 

TOP: Map showing site of 1887 massacre of Chinese gold miners in Hells 
Canyon on the Snake River between Oregon and Idaho. The massacre site 
is now named Chinese Massacre Cove.

BOTTOM: Frank Vaughan, second from left in front row holding a dog, 
was a member of the gang of horse thieves who were accused of killing 
as many as three-dozen Chinese gold miners in 1887. Vaughan, shown 
years later with family members at his home near Imnaha, Oregon, turned 
state’s evidence against several other members of the gang, but all were 
found innocent. Courtesy of the family of Wynona Eleen Brown.

TOP: Chinese miners in the Oregon Country in the 19th century faced 
discrimination, violent expulsion and death. Public domain.

BOTTOM: Site of killing of Chinese gold miners at their mining camp on Deep 
Creek where it flows out of the Wallowa mountains into the Snake River, in remote 
Hells Canyon 65 miles south of Lewiston, Idaho. Photo by R. Gregory Nokes.
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family of modest means, tightly protective of its reputation 
and privacy. But family stories told over the years had puzzled 
Schlegel, including a story that Hugh McMillan had been 
shot in the leg while Robert was being chased. There was also 
the mystery of what Eve meant in a poem that referenced a 
tragedy “that tore your heart out and left it sore.’’

The cousins have struggled to incorporate “the horrible 
family secret” of McMillan’s role in the massacre into their 
knowledge of the family history. The sadness endured by the 
family over the years tugs at the heart, not only because of 
Robert’s role in a crime and his subsequent death, but for 
other losses that followed.

According to the cousins, the family blamed its troubles, 
in part, on the decision to settle in the Wallowa Valley, which 
in the 1880s fit the popular concept of the lawless Wild West. 
The valley is named for the Wallowa Band of Nez Perce, 
led by the legendary 
Chief Joseph, which 
was expelled from 
its valley homeland 
by the U.S. Army in 
1877. The town of 
Joseph, now largely a 
tourist destination, is 
named for the chief. 

S m a l l – t i m e 
rancher s  in  the 
Wa l l ow a  Va l l e y 
and nearby Imnaha 
Valley were plagued by cattle rustling and horse thieving, 
and sometimes responded unmercifully when perpetrators 
were caught. One suspected horse thief was shot dead by 
vigilantes who opened fire on his tent during the night, no 
questions asked. 

The McMillan family had arrived in the Wallowa Valley 
in 1882 from Ely, Nevada. Hugh McMillan had worked as 
a blacksmith in Nevada’s silver and gold mines, repairing 
equipment and supplying miners with such items as tools, 
nails and horseshoes.

Hugh and his wife Catherine were emigrants—he from 
Nova Scotia, she from Ireland—who met in Nevada after 
separate journeys to the American West. The couple married 
in 1869 in a Catholic ceremony in Virginia City, a boomtown 
near the famous Comstock Lode where silver had been 
discovered in 1859. They had eight children, six girls and two 
boys, all born in Nevada. Robert, the second eldest, was born 
March 7, 1871. Others were Mary, the eldest; Janet (Janie); 
Elizabeth (Lizzie); Catherine (Katie); Anna (Annie); John 
(Johnnie), and Evelyn (Eve), the youngest. 

Eve wrote in the family history that they moved often. “It 
was a free and abundant life. Mining strikes were frequent 
and new towns boomed,” she wrote, “we followed the gold 
strikes and the silver strikes and father contracted in many 
places around the state.”

By the early 1880s, the Coinage Act of 1873 had begun 
to deal setbacks to silver mining. In 1882, the McMillans 

decided to move to Oregon where Hugh intended to settle 
into a farm and ranching life, even though he had no 
agricultural experience. 

Hugh built what Eve described as “a very substantial 
home’’ east of Joseph, in open range land known as the 
Buttes. But wind and winter cold argued for a better location, 
and they moved the following spring into a home in the more 
sheltered Imnaha Valley, a smaller valley immediately east of 
the Wallowa Valley. They bought a 160–acre farm and aimed 
to raise cattle and grow crops.

But Hugh didn’t take well to farming, and it was Catherine 
who made the farm a success. “She planted, cultivated, 
irrigated, harvested and marketed the crops,’’ Eve wrote. “As 
the cattle increased and in seasons when there were an unusual 
number of fresh cows, mother made butterfat into excellent 
butter, packing it into wooden tubs for market.’’

Schooling for the 
children was limited, 
just two months in 
a one–room school 
in Imnaha where 
basics were taught 
to students ranging 
in age from small 
children to adults 
in their twenties. 
The lack of good 
schooling in the 
community was a 

sore point with the parents from the start.
Both Robert and younger sister Janie became good riders, 

and both found jobs herding horses and cattle for nearby 
ranchers, including Blue Evans. As restless teenagers with 
time on their hands, trouble was easy to find. Robert went to 
work for Evans, who at some point lured him into the gang.

The McMillan’s first dwelling was known as “Mackies” 
and is actually mentioned in a contemporaneous folk song 
about the massacre called “Old Blue.” The home was said to 
be a gathering place for the gang and their stolen livestock. 
One passage in the song goes like this:

The round house at Mackies, is filled every night. 
With cow thieves and bummers, with lips  
    sealed tight. 
They run in wild horses, Nodines N Makes an M. 
They drive to the Basin, known as Old Blue’s den.

The late Wallowa County historian J. Harland “Harley” 
Horner said the gang had stolen about one hundred and fifty 
horses belonging to a rancher named Fred Nodine, changing 
the brand from “a running N to a bar OK.’’ Horner, who 
knew the McMillans personally, also offered a different 
version of the family’s arrival in the region, in which they 
came from Idaho rather than Nevada, and rented rather than 
owned their ranch. 

A thirty–page family history written by the cousins’ 
grandmother Eve makes no mention of young McMillan’s 
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The family blamed its troubles, 
in part, on the decision to settle  
in the Wallowa Valley, which in 
the 1880s fit the popular concept 
of the lawless Wild West.

TOP ROW 

LEFT: Marriage photograph of Hugh and Catherine McMillan, parents of Robert McMillan, 
taken in Nevada City, Nevada in 1869. The family later moved to the Wallowa Valley 
region in northeastern Oregon, and, following the massacre, relocated to Walla Walla. 
CENTER: Catherine McMillan; RIGHT: Hugh McMillan.

SECOND ROW 

LEFT: Ann and Eve McMillan in 1890s; CENTER: Eve McMillan, about age 16, the youngest 
of the McMillan children and grandmother to both Beverly Einhaus Schlegel and Patricia 
Campell.  Photo taken about 1896 while Eve was a student at St. Mary’s Academy in 
Portland; RIGHT: Ann McMillan.

RIGHT

Eve McMillan, about 1903.

McMillan family photos courtesy of Patricia Campbell and Beverly Schlegel, descendants 
of Robert McMillan's sister Eve McMillan Einhaus.
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Campbell from Janie’s daughter, Auralee, who lived in 
Portland. Campbell also said she once met Janie at Auralee’s 
home and found her to be “a sweet old elderly aunt.” Janie 
and Bean had divorced many years earlier. Campbell said 
Janie mentioned the massacre, but not Robert’s involvement.

As if Robert’s entanglements and death weren’t enough, 
another devastating blow struck after the family moved to 
Walla Walla. A daughter, 14–year–old Katie, died April 15, 
1890 of what was described as influenza. Only two months 
earlier, on February 16, she had written to Janie, then living 
in Asotin, that she had been “sick all night last night” with 
a bad cold, and lamented missing church that morning. “I 
haven’t missed church but twice since we came here.” She 
still hoped to attend catechism later that afternoon.

In that same letter, she said she liked Walla Walla, and, “I 
would not care to go back to Wallowa any more.”

But Katie did not recover. Hugh McMillan wrote Janie on 
April 15 that Katie had died during the night: 

Poor Katie was taken sick with the influenza last 
January. Got well but went to school too soon 
and was taken down the second time. She got 
partly over it this time, but went out again too 
soon and was taken sick the third time which she 
never got over.

Prior to her death, Katie was a chronicler of the family’s 
joys and sorrows. In a letter to Janie on September 8, 1889, 
she said her father hadn’t yet opened a planned blacksmith 
shop, and had quit his job, suggesting he might be in the 
grip of depression. She said the children were attending 
Catholic schools.

Eve and Annie and Johnnie and I are going to 
school now. We go to the sisters’ school. John-
nie goes to the brothers’ school,” Katie wrote, 
also indicating that she deeply missed Robert 
and had gone with her mother to visit his grave 
the day before. “You can’t imagine how lone-
some it is after poor Dear brother. It seems so 
hard to think we have to give him up…I never 
get tired of writing about him.

Katie’s death seems to have dealt a final blow to the 
marriage of Hugh and Catherine. “I think this tragedy, the 
horrible events in Wallowa Valley—the death of Robert and 
the death of another child—tore the family apart, and they 
never lived together again,” Patricia Campbell said. 

Catherine moved with the children from Walla Walla to 
Portland in 1903, and later to Tacoma, while Hugh went to 
Idaho in search of work. Though they would never again 
live together, the couple didn’t divorce and they remained 
in contact with each other until Hugh was killed in a wagon 
accident while looking for farmland near Calgary, Alberta 
in 1911. He was 66. Catherine died in Tacoma in 1939 at age 95. 
The couple was reunited in death, buried side–by–side at 
Tacoma’s Calvary Cemetery.

Before Catherine’s death, the family held a reunion 
in 1933 at Janie’s home in Portland. At least three of the 
McMillan children were there: Eve, Janie and John, along 
with other family members. “I always recall that reunion with 
a sense of joy and satisfaction,” Eve wrote.

She concluded her personal history recollections with a 
prayerful statement on the value of family: 

It is my hope that the coming generations cling 
to a tender feeling of family relationships, and 
maintain a high sense of family pride and honor. 
We have a goodly heritage, let us cherish, 
sustain and perpetuate it. This is what I under-
stand to be the essence of Pride in Family.

For Beverly Schlegel, knowledge of her grand uncle Robert 
McMillan’s involvement in the crime resolves the mystery of 
the meaning of an earlier piece of her grandmother’s writing, 
the line in Eve’s poem which read:

Still printed on my mind, as deep 
As when the day he dropped to sleep 
is that first tragedy that tore 
your heart out and left it sore

“We had always assumed the poem referred to Robert’s 
death, but what was that ‘first tragedy?’” Schlegel said of 
her and Patricia Campbell’s long struggle to understand 
their family history. With their young ancestor’s confession 
in hand more than 130 years after his untimely death, the 
cousins now had their answer. b

role in the massacre other than the vague reference to a family 
tragedy. But soon after the trial, the family left Wallowa 
County and moved one hundred miles north to Walla Walla. 
The family history said they moved to seek better medical 
treatment for Robert, who had suffered from rheumatic fever 
since age eight, and which was becoming much worse. But 
the cousins said the move was as much a desire to get away 
from the Wallowas as anything else.

Hugh and Catherine were wary of bad influences on 
their children. “They didn’t want them to be associated 
with ruffians…some were horse thieves and rustlers, way 
too tough for our family,’’ 
Patricia Campbell said. 
“People romanticize the open 
West. A lot of it is harsh and 
ugly. This family learned this  
in spades.”

Campbell says Robert 
probably fell under the 
influence of Evans. While 
she said his involvement in the crime “can’t be excused,” his 
young age left him vulnerable to being easily influenced—
and possibly threatened by—the older men in the gang “who 
clearly were not of the best character.” She said in today’s 
justice system, Robert would have been prosecuted as a 
juvenile. He claimed in his pre–trial deposition he was fifteen 
at the time of the crime, but was actually sixteen.

“I want to believe that Robert’s parents likely believed in 
his innocence and that this is why they supported him, not 
because they did not believe that the lives of the [Chinese] 
miners had no value,” Campbell said. 

What their grandmother didn’t write, the cousins 
say, was that Robert’s involvement in the massacre 
contributed to an unraveling of the family. There were 
other disappointments as well.

Janie, just sixteen, had married into the Vaughan family over 
her parents’ objections. She married one of Frank Vaughan’s 
cousins, Haseltine Bean of nearby Asotin, Washington Territory. 
Vaughan’s signature appears on the marriage certificate 
attesting to the competency of the couple to marry, which was 
required for someone her likely age. The marriage license was 
dated September 26, 1888, scarcely a month after the trial. 

Campbell said Janie’s choice 
of a husband estranged her 
from some family members 
for many years.

Janie probably met 
Vaughan at the Imnaha 
school they both attended. 
She also knew Blue Evans. 
According to historian 

Harley Horner, Janie delivered food to Evans at his hideout 
following his escape from the hotel privy. Horner, who 
apparently knew most of those involved, suggested a 
connection of some kind between Hugh McMillan and Evans.

 When Evans got away, he went to Imnaha 
and camped in the brush by a small spring 
creek on the west side of the river, opposite 
Hugh McMillan’s place [sic] who was father of 
Robert McMillan, and the family carried pro-
visions for him for several weeks to this camp. 
From there he had a full view of the Imnaha 
road and up and down the river for a ways. 
During this time Vaughan and some others 
of the bunch kept McMillan posted on what 
was going on and [Hugh] McMillan through 
his daughter, Janie, who carried food to Evans 
in his camp, would tell Evans…When it was 
learned about the killing of the Chinamen, 
Evans skipped for parts unknown.

Beverly Schlegel says her father, Frederick Hugh Einhaus, 
Eve’s son, told of hearing from his mother that one reason 
the family left the Wallowa Valley was because of a violent 
episode involving one of her brothers. An armed man on 
horseback pursued one of Eve’s brothers, probably Robert, 
and chased him all the way home. Later, this same armed 
man shot and wounded Hugh McMillan. “Grandma always 
told my dad that her father was shot in the leg and this event 
precipitated their move,” Schlegel said.

Schlegel says that while she couldn’t attest to the 
validity of some of the family stories, she wanted them 
told. “I find the truth far more interesting than secrets 
and suspicions,” she said.

The cousins had different sources for some of their 
knowledge of family history: Schlegel from her father; 

Robert's involvement in  
the massacre contributed to 
the unraveling of the family.

The only known photograph of Janie McMillan, right, who knew 
members of the gang of killers of the Chinese gold miners 
and married into the family of gang member Frank Vaughan. 
Courtesy of Patricia Campbell and Beverly Schlegel, descendants 
of Robert McMillan's sister Eve McMillan Einhaus.

Bettie Sing Luke of Seattle helping dedicate a monument to the nearly three-
dozen Chinese gold miners massacred along the Snake River in Oregon in 1887 
by a gang of horse thieves. Robert McMillan was among those charged with 
the crime and found innocent. No one was ever held accountable. The site, in 
a remote area of Hells Canyon 65 miles south of Lewiston, is now known as 
Chinese Massacre Cove. Photo by Deston Nokes.
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TOP: Young women riding in a convertible during a July 4th parade in Toppenish, Washington, circa 1965. Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa.

BOTTOM: Members of the Hernandez family at a farm near Royal City, Washington, circa 1958. Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa.

The growth of the Latino population in the last 
several decades in Washington and the Pacific Northwest—with 
“Latino” in this essay meaning primarily persons of Mexican 
descent (though the term can reference anyone from, or with 
ancestors from, Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, 
or South America)—is nothing short of phenomenal. Since 
the 1970 census, the number of Latinos in Washington has 
nearly doubled every ten years, and today this population is 
approximately 1 million people.  

Well–established Latino communities which developed 
more than 70 years ago, as well as more recent and newly 
emerging communities, exist across the Evergreen State’s socio–
cultural landscape. But Latino history in Washington does 
not begin 70 years ago, and instead stretches back centuries, 
which is one of the reasons that it is so difficult to accept that 
the history of this community remains obscured, scarcely 
written or recorded, and not preserved in a systematic manner. 
Further, while the story of Latinos has been traditionally told 
as the struggles of inconsequential impoverished migrants and 
immigrants that have toiled in Washington agriculture, the true 
history of this community is much deeper and more complex.

Understanding the Latino experience is also critical to 
defining Washington’s past and present.

So where, exactly, does this history begin?
Mexican workers constructed the frigate Santiago at present 

day San Blas, Nayarit, Mexico in 1773. One year later, the 

Santiago, commanded by Spanish officers but manned by 
an overwhelmingly Mexican crew, departed San Blas. This 
marked the first western expeditionary voyage to explore and 
claim what would come to be called the Pacific Northwest. In 
the years that followed, other ships endured the extreme sailing 
from San Blas north as far as southern Alaska, extending the 
Spanish Mexican imprint to the Pacific Northwest and beyond. 
While this chapter of Northwest history is often relegated to 
the background, place names such as Port Angeles, Camano 
Island, Rosario Strait and others hint to this early historical 
link between Latinos and the Pacific Northwest.   

In many ways, this Spanish Mexican chapter in the 
Northwest ended in 1819. It was then, two years ahead of 
Mexican independence, that Spain and the United States 
negotiated a treaty, the result of which saw Spain abandon its 
claims to North American territory to the U.S. for a mere $15 
million. This was one year after the U.S. and Great Britain 
agreed to jointly occupy the Oregon Country, encompassing 
all of present day Washington, Idaho and Oregon, as well as 
parts of British Columbia, Montana and Wyoming. It’s this 
earlier treaty that has always figured more prominently in 
Northwest history.

In the years that followed Spain’s retreat, and despite 
the rapidly expanding and often overwhelming presence of 
Americans and other white settlers, the Latino footprint in 
the Pacific Northwest did not exactly disappear completely. 

LATINO PAST 
       and PRESENT

Part One

in Washington State History

By Erasmo Coronado Gamboa
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The Spanish frigate Santiago sailed north from San Blas, Mexico to Northwest waters in 1774. Image public domain.

OPPOSITE PAGE: Newspaper ad promoting “Mexican Laborers Available”— World War II-era braceros—from the Grandview Herald of Grandview, 
Washington, dated March 15, 1945. Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa.

The reasons for the unending Latino residence in the region 
are not too hard to understand. Until 1848, the Mexican 
Republic shared its northern border with present day Oregon. 
Adjacent to Mexico and distant from the developing eastern 
and midwestern United States, the shared and open border 
resulted in a dynamic transnational exchange of Mexican 
and American citizens, and economic and cultural influence 
across the “open” California–Oregon border. This reciprocal 
interchange flowed unabated and mostly in a south–to–north 
direction until the U.S.—Mexican War of 1848 pushed the 
international border to southern California.

Years before the American Civil War of the 1860s, 
Mexican miners, mule packers, soldiers, “vaqueros”—or ranch 
hands—and common adventurers were present in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, and farther north in British Columbia.  
And it was during these years, at each stage of Washington’s 
transformation from frontier to statehood, when Mexicans 
provided their experience and technology to furnish the 
developing economy with goods and supplies of all sorts.

Consider the complex Mexican mule pack system of 
transportation. At a time when very little was produced 
locally and mining towns practically mushroomed overnight, 
Mexican packers could deliver most anything—from food and 
equipment to munitions—to the territorial militia and U.S. 
Army in the most remote and seemingly inaccessible parts 
of the region. The importance of the pack train system of 
transportation is immediately apparent considering that at 

the time there were few, if any, roads and bridges, and almost 
no wheeled wagons.      

During the middle and late 19th century, Mexican 
contributions to Washington and the Pacific Northwest 
were quite extensive. Vaqueros aided in the first cattle drives 
from the Southwest to points north. The Latino technology 
and culture associated with livestock remains etched in the 
eastern parts of the state where the meaning of words such as 
“bronco,” “corral,” “rodeo,” and “lariat” are well understood. 
Despite these enduring contributions, by the turn of the 19th 
century, few Latinos remained in the region. Though not 
addressed by most published histories and statewide history 
curriculum, there are several explanations for their departure.  

White settlers brought a deeply rooted, forceful, and 
exclusionary anti–Mexican sentiment ingrained during the 
U.S.–Mexican War of the 1840s. Both Oregon Governor 
Joseph Lane and Washington Territorial Governor Isaac 
Stevens were combat veterans of the conflict, which likely 
informed their governing styles and their approaches to non–
white ethnic minorities.  However, prejudice towards persons 
of Mexican descent went beyond the recent war. Racial 
animosity towards non–whites existed throughout the West 
in the 19th century, resulting in exclusionary membership 
policies regarding legal protection, land ownership, residency, 
and participation in some sectors of the economy. While 
this racial hostility towards tribal communities, African 
Americans, and Asian Americans is well documented in the 

history of the Pacific Northwest and Washington, the similar 
experiences of Latinos has somehow often been left out.

Along with open racial hostility, economic structural 
change often came rapidly, leaving Mexican involvement 
behind. This was certainly the case in placer mining districts 
where Northwest streams and rivers were scoured for precious 
metals in the 19th century. These mining areas could be 
roaring one week, and then suddenly abandoned the next as 
miners moved on in the search for gold. The construction of 
roads, albeit rough pathways at the time, and the introduction 
of wagons, likewise displaced the onetime ubiquitous Mexican 
packers and their mule trains.

Nonetheless, at the start of the 20th century and despite 
an unwelcoming and often hostile environment, Mexican 
immigration, intensified by revolutionary chaos in Mexico, 
flowed all the way to Washington and beyond. For example, 
by 1910, trains carrying Mexican laborers, whose ultimate 
destination was Alaska salmon canneries, were arriving in 
Seattle to then head north by ship. 

After the United States restricted entrance to Chinese 
workers in 1882 and Japanese workers in 1907, railroad 
companies throughout the West turned to other immigrant 
labor, including Mexicans, to lay and repair track. The 
completion of main lines and branch lines transformed 
Washington’s early fertile farm areas into the state’s booming 
agricultural economy. From the onset, and particularly after 
the passage of the Immigration Act of 1924—which was co–
authored by Representative Albert Johnson of Washington 

and which restricted European immigrants and banned 
Asian immigrants—the area’s sparse resident population 
could not meet the labor demand of this unprecedented 
economic expansion. 

While the 1924 law that Representative Johnson authored 
did little to limit immigration from Mexico and the Western 
Hemisphere, he is perhaps symbolic of what Mexicans and other 
ethnic minorities were forced to contend with in mainstream 
culture and politics; Johnson was an ardent pseudo–scientific 
racial supremacist and Ku Klux Klan supporter.

In response to the need for workers, labor agents began 
to attract Mexican immigrants and migrants for employment 
in Washington’s farming areas. Even prior to the mid 
1920s, by the end of World War I, Spanish–speaking Latino 
communities were already developing in Skagit and Whatcom 

counties. Then, by the time of the Great Depression, the 
collapse of the American economy halted all Mexican 
immigration to the Northwest and encouraged Latinos to 
leave in order to set aside jobs for white workers.

The economic crisis only truly ended with the outbreak 
of World War II, which brought an unprecedented demand 
for agricultural production in Washington and across the 
region. Travel of Mexican and Mexican American workers to 
Washington was quickly resumed to meet the wartime demand. 

Nowhere else is this more apparent than in Washington’s 
call for contracted Mexican railroad and agricultural workers, 

known as “braceros” or manual laborers.  From 1942 to 1947, 
twenty percent of the thousands of Mexican farm workers 
entering the U.S. came to work in the Pacific Northwest, 
with many assigned to eastern and western Washington farms 
stretching from Lyndon in Whatcom County to Toppenish 
in Yakima County. At the same time, the Great Northern, 
Northern Pacific, Union Pacific, Milwaukee Road and Seattle, 
Portland and Spokane railroads employed scores of Mexican 
track crew laborers. During this wartime boom, employers 
recognized the enormous contribution made by Mexican 
workers to record–breaking farm production and total 
railroad freight miles.  On September 30, 1945, the Yakima 
Chamber of Commerce wrote to Mexico’s President Manuel 
Avila Camacho conveying the sincere thanks of the people of 
Yakima to the braceros “in coming to the aid in the harvesting 

From 1942 to 1947, twenty percent of the thousands of Mexican farm workers entering 
the U.S. came to work in the Pacific Northwest, with many assigned to eastern and 
western Washington farms stretching from Lyndon in Whatcom County to Toppenish 
in Yakima County.
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The Gamboa family cutting asparagus on Sunnyside Land Improvement 
Farm in the 1940s. Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa.

ABOVE: A second grade class photo from Washington School in Sunnyside, Washington during the 
1949-1950 school year. Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa. 

BELOW: El Ranchito in Zillah, Washington is one of the oldest Mexican restaurants in the state. 
Courtesy Erasmo Gamboa.

of the vital foods grown in this area.” The following month, 
the Bridgham Orchard Company in Chelan wrote to President 
Camacho as well. “These men were honest, courteous, and 
industrious, creating a favorable impression with those in 
whom they came in contact,” the company wrote.

Undeniably, the bracero workforce, whether farmworkers 
or railroad track hands, were essential to Washington’s 
capacity to meet its farm production goals and keep vital 
wartime freight trains rolling.

It’s clear that World War II brought an unprecedented 
number of crucial contracted Mexican laborers for employment 
throughout Washington. However, no sooner did the war 

come to an end, but suddenly a subsequent bi–national labor 
agreement between the United States and Mexico did not 
include Washington or other northern states. Technically 
speaking, the employment of Mexican contract labor in the 
Pacific Northwestern states ended in 1947, although small 
numbers of braceros continued to assist with the pea harvest 
around Walla Walla. At the same time, the postwar years 
witnessed a substantial expansion and pressure for additional 
workers in Washington’s agricultural and industrial economies.

Still, the braceros made a mark on many communities 
in the Evergreen State. When the first group had arrived 
in Washington in 1942, they found Mexican American 
residents in some Yakima County towns like Mabton, Wapato, 
Toppenish, Granger, and Sunnyside. These Latino families 
had preceded them to the farming areas of the state during the 
Great Depression, migrating alongside the better known white 
impoverished “dust bowlers.” The majority of these 1930s 
era Mexican itinerants came from labor saturated poverty–
stricken agricultural areas in Wyoming, Texas, Montana and 

California. Some travelled freely along established western 
circuits to seasonal farming areas, but in other instances they 
were purposely recruited by corporate sugar beet, hops, and 
potato producers.    

By 1950, a growing Latino community in Wapato meant 
that children of Mexican American parents accounted for 
more than half of all baptisms at St. Peter Claver Parish. 
To a point, the same can be said of conjoining towns such 
as Toppenish, Granger and Sunnyside, where elementary 
school enrollment increased appreciably thanks to children 
of Mexican American parents.

The curtailment of the use of braceros, increased farm 
production, and a postwar  urban migration of white farm 
families—seeking upward mobility through better employment 
prospects in King and Pierce counties or jobs at the Hanford 
project in Benton County—underscores the development of 
Mexican American communities in areas such as the Yakima 
Valley. Resident Mexican American farm–working families 
became clustered in large corporate owned labor camps, on 
smaller farm dwellings, or settled in the poorer sections of 
Yakima Valley towns. One such area in the western part of 
Wapato eventually became known as “Tortilla Flats” due to the 
number of Mexican American families living there.   

Continual groups of arriving Mexican American farm 
working migrants pulled by advertising or enticed by the 
Department of Agriculture to come to Eastern Washington 
became effectively linked with low paid so–called “stoop 
labor,” or work harvesting hops, asparagus, potatoes, and 
sugar beets. In fact, until the 1960s, a two–tiered racially 
defined hierarchy of farm jobs existed in the Yakima Valley. 
White laborers were concentrated in orchard and fruit packing 
jobs while Mexican American men and women were relegated 
less desirable and lower wage field stoop labor.

As indicated above, many whites left the Yakima area 
enticed by higher waged wartime shipbuilding and aircraft 
industry employment in western Washington. The exodus or 
population flight of young white men and women, sometimes 
right out of high school, worked to further entrench 
Mexican Americans into the area’s lowest paid farming wage 
economy. In consequence, and in a very short time, the 
valley’s expanding Mexican American communities became 
inextricably bound to the persistent stereotypic term “farm 
and migrant workers.” In the minds of many employers and 
local non–Latino residents, the term “migrant or farmworker” 
became synonymous with “Mexican American.”

In a relatively short span of years, the Post–War Farm Labor 
Program, a public–private partnership, effectively transferred 
an entire generation of Mexican American families, generally 
referred to as “Tejanos,” from South Texas to the Yakima Valley. 

By the late 1950s, this influx of new residents meant 
that culturally vibrant Latino communities had developed 
throughout the Yakima Valley, with the earlier arrivals 
concentrated in Wapato and Toppenish and the more recent 
Tejanos located in Toppenish and points east in Granger, 
Sunnyside, Mabton, and Grandview. The cultural imprint of 
the Latino community in the Yakima Valley had morphed 

to the point that many people began 
to consider Yakima their home, which 
brought an end to migrating to Texas 
or Wyoming. By this time, Yakima 
Valley towns had become the epicenter 
of Latino communities in Washington.

Despite being relegated to the lower 
social and economic strata in their new 
residences, uprooted Mexican Americans 
introduced a vibrant cultural environment 
to the Yakima Valley in a very short span 
of time. Agriculture cemented the new 
arrivals to the farm labor economy, but 
their lives became much more than 
that. During World War II, Latinas had 
organized to sell bonds in support of 
the war knowing that their sons were 
also fighting in Europe and Asia. These 
pioneering families formed tight knit 
permanent Latino communities. In the 
process of adapting their lives to the 
new environment, these 20th century 
pioneers not only brought their strong 
hands, started their own businesses, 
and introd uced Latino culture, but 
also transformed the Yakima Valley in 
profound ways. 

As early as the 1950s, the Avalon 
Theater, one of two movie houses in Sunnyside, began to feature 
Mexican films on Sunday for the expanding Latino community. 
Similarly, Latino movie fans sustained what had been fading 
ticket sales at the Pix Theater in Toppenish by attending Mexican 
motion pictures. Mexican restaurants appeared as well. Mexicali 

Café, located at 201 West First Street in Wapato, opened its doors 
first. In Toppenish, the Gutierrez family, who had migrated from 
Montana in the 1940s, established the oldest Mexican restaurant 
in the city called El Ranchito. Years later in Zillah, El Ranchito, 
owned by a local white family and staffed by Mexican Americans, 
became a well–known Valley Mexican cultural center, bakery, 
tortilleria, and restaurant.  It drew families from the across the 
valley and other faraway places—especially on Sundays—to dine 
and to purchase menudo, fresh tortillas, pan dulce, chorizo, 
and barbacoa. For many years, El Ranchito sold its products in 
grocery stores located in Latino communities across the Pacific 
Northwest, including as far away as Seattle. 

Another indication of how quickly the Latino community 
considered themselves as social citizens of the Yakima area 
came when Latinos joined together and entered Mexican–
themed floats or dressed in Mexican attire and rode horses 
in important civic events that consisted largely of white and 
Native Yakama cultural representations. In many respects, 
the Latino community could not have chosen a better day to 
assert their cultural identity than during huge crowds at the 
annual Fourth of July parade that wove through downtown 
Toppenish located in the middle of the Yakima Valley. b

Stay tuned for Part Two in the Spring issue of COLUMBIA 
magazine as Erasmo Gamboa continues his exploration of 
Latino culture and history in Washington.
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TOP: Yakama Chief Skloom, brother of Kamiakin, abducted civilian herder Frederick White and held him captive for two months “making a clerk of him” 
and forcing White to write a series of letters to Army leaders at Fort Simcoe. Washington State Historical Society, 1918.114.9.67.

BOTTOM: Soldiers sheltered inside barracks at Fort Simcoe during the snowy winter of 1856-1857 while herder Frederick White drove Army livestock to 
lower elevations so they could graze on snow-free grass. Photo by Jo Miles.

Frederick White, a German–born civilian herder for 
the U.S. Army at Fort Simcoe, Washington Territory 
was captured and held by a group of Yakamas, the 

Indigenous people who lived in the Yakima River Valley, 
for two months in the mid 1850s. While in captivity, White 
wrote a series of six letters that reveal much about the Native 
perspective on the conflict and battles that marked that era 
of Northwest history.

White’s letters, written in his native German, reveal 
grievances and concerns of chiefs Skloom and Showaway 
during an unsettled period of war in Washington Territory. 
The chiefs wanted the government and U.S. Army officers to 
know their opinions. Skloom’s interest in reading and writing 
enabled him to devise a plan to communicate with officials 
over a period of weeks. Although the chief chose as his penman 
an unwilling hostage, Frederick White carefully cooperated, 
perhaps in order to save his own life.  

In the early days of 1857, the landscape in Washington 
Territory was relatively quiet. Beneath this quiet appearance, 
however, was a festering conflict tracing its roots to the 
lopsided treaty process of 1855. Isaac Stevens, Washington 
Territory’s first governor, had been tasked with gaining 
legal title to Native lands in order to clear the way for 
American settlers and homesteaders. Stevens expedited a 
series of questionable treaties with Native leaders around 
the Northwest that left many Natives confused and angered—
treaties were written in English, complex treaty provisions 
and life–or–death promises were explained in simplified 
Chinook jargon—and that helped fuel what became a series 

of deadly battles on both sides of the Cascades in the mid 
and late 1850s.

In the wake of the treaty process, there were many chiefs 
and Native groups who were cooperating with Army officers 
and territorial officials. At the same time, a number of tribal 
factions remained hostile after defeating U.S. soldiers at the 
beginning of the war, though tribal warriors were outnumbered 
once troop reinforcements began to arrive from California 
and the eastern United States. These resistant Native leaders, 
including Yakama Chief Kamiakin and his brothers Skloom 
and Showaway, remained at large, and refused to report to U.S. 
Army forts and surrender. 

It was these quiet yet tense conditions that served as the 
political and social backdrop on the wintry day that Frederick 
White was abducted.

Deep snow at Fort Simcoe that December of 1856 
prevented the Army’s horses and cattle from being able to graze 
near post headquarters. Thus, a group of four civilian herders 
accompanied by six soldiers took most of the fort’s livestock 
some 20 miles away to lower elevations where the herds 
could forage on uncovered natural grasses.  Chief Kamiakin’s 
brothers, Skloom and Showaway, happened to be at a winter 
camp near White Bluffs on the Columbia River, and kept a 
wary eye on activities going on in and around Fort Simcoe.

A few days after Christmas 1856, Frederick White and 
the other three herders and the six soldiers were still camped 
out with the livestock, several miles away from the safety of 
Fort Simcoe. In the middle of the night, Skloom and 14 
warriors crept up and stole 50 cattle and 20 horses from the 

In the 1850s, a German immigrant became an unwitting witness and scribe, recording the 
words of Indigenous leaders in what’s now Washington and preserving their true opinions 
about treaties and negotiations with the United States—words and views that otherwise 
would have been lost forever. Jo Miles’ piece for COLUMBIA shines light on the critical 
1850s war era, when Natives and the U.S. Army and state militias were engaged in military 
conflict on both sides of the Cascades. Letters written by Frederick White provide additional 
insight into these controversial events and a Native perspective that isn’t often heard. It 
goes without saying that some of the comments made in the letters can be interpreted in 
more than one way, and, of course, subtleties and nuances may have been lost in translating 
the letters to English from Mr. White’s native German. It’s also unfortunate that we don’t 
know more about what later become of Frederick White—that information sure would 
bring the story full circle for this fascinating piece of Pacific Northwest history. 

Michael Finley, Washington State Historical Society Tribal Liaison

WRITTEN  
UNDER  
DURESS
The abduction of involuntary 
scribe Frederick White
By Jo Miles
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TOP: Kamiakin’s brothers Chief Skloom and Chief Showaway made their winter 
camp in 1856-1857 near White Bluffs on the Columbia River. Photo by Jo Miles.

BOTTOM: White Bluffs on the Columbia River, where Chief Skloom held Frederick 
White captive in 1857, is depicted (star and name added) on an 1888 Rand McNally 
map of Washington Territory. Courtesy Washington State Archives, AR270B-A32.

Captain James J. Archer, a Princeton University graduate, wrote home from 
Fort Simcoe on January 5, 1857, describing Frederick White’s capture and 
the herder’s unusual correspondence. Courtesy Yakima Valley Libraries.

the Cascades, too. But since then, causalities suffered by 
the tribes had mounted higher than those suffered by the 
whites, which helped convince the majority of Yakamas to 
cooperate with soldiers and to comply with directions laid 
out by Colonel George Wright.

Colonel Wright had only recently been placed in 
charge of the U.S. Army in the region east of the Cascade 
Mountains. He aimed to enforce the peace as laid out 
in the problematic treaties, and to protect settlers from 
Native attack. This was complicated by the fact that the 
handful of hostile chiefs who remained at large included 
Kamiakin and his brother Skloom, who had both signed 
the 1855 treaty, along with Chief Owhi. Their failure to 
surrender led Congress to delay action on ratifying the 
treaties, which only added further complications to an 
already troubled process. 

Kamiakin was reported to be spending the winter at a 
camp on the Palouse River, while Skloom and Showaway 
remained at the Columbia River along with the captive scribe 
Frederick White. On January 12, White had time to write a 
lengthy letter, just over 1,000 words, that detailed the chiefs’ 
views about the causes of war.

Then came Gov. Stevens & said I am the 
Boston Chief. I was sent by the Americans to 
buy your land, if you will sell with a good will. 
If you will not sell with a good will, I’ll come 
with my soldiers and fight for it…Our hearts 
were heavy, and we did not know what to do…
when we saw that all the talking did not better 
it any we thought, let us give this land and see 
what he will do with us…After a short while 
the Americans come to go to the mines, a good 
many of them are killed without the knowledge 
of either Skilloom or Kamaiakin, or Showa-
wash…Meeting Mr. Bohlen (sic) they killed 
him without the knowledge of any of their 
chiefs. When they heard of it, they were all 
very sorry, because Mr. Bohlen was well known 
by all of them…Let the soldiers leave the  
Simcoe Valley and return to The Dalles. Then 
we will make peace which will last forever.  

Also on January 12, White included another personal 
note to Mr. Allen.

Please send me 4 pounds of tobacco, soap, a 
fine comb, a razor and some paper. When I read 
your letter to Skilloom he seemed to be very 
glad, but the Indians say that Captain Woodruff 
told them, see what your comrades have done! 
They have driven off our stock! How do you 
think all this will end? The Americans have 
already driven you into the mountains and they 
will drive you farther if you don’t soon change 
your course. When Skilloom heard this he got 
as mad as a lion & said, does he think to scare 

us as Governor Stevens did?…My paper has run 
out. Please let [Corporal William] Caro translate 
this into English. Skilloom wants a copy of this 
sent to Col. Wright.

Meanwhile, newspapers in Washington Territory had 
learned about the abduction of the civilian herder. The 
Olympia Pioneer Democrat wrote on February 6, 1857 that 
White had been held captive by the chiefs for “the purpose 
of making a clerk of him, the better to make known their 
wishes to the [government].” 

At some point in February, the Natives moved White to 
their camp along the Palouse River. Then, near the end of the 
month, White was abruptly released. He arrived, unharmed, 
at The Dalles on March 1, 1857. In April, Skloom returned 
the captured horses and cattle to Fort Simcoe without 
further incident. 

When White arrived at The Dalles, he spoke with Indian 
Agent Albert H. Robie and revealed new information from 
Chief Kamiakin gleaned by White during his time at the 

encampment while the unsuspecting men slept soundly in 
their tents. 

The next day, chief herder White went out by himself 
looking for signs of the missing animals. Details of how 
events unfolded are unclear, but while White was out 
searching for the missing horses and cattle, Skloom and his 
men captured him, and took White to a temporary camp 
near the Yakima River. It’s also unclear how soon Skloom 
hatched his plan to put White to work on a special task.

Skloom had long shown an interest in written 
communications. Two years earlier, he had asked Indian 
Agent A.J. Bolon for a spelling book because, Bolon wrote, 
Skloom “was determined to read & write.”

Perhaps this interest at least partially explains why Skloom 
quickly compelled White to write a letter to the “Officer in 
Command of the U.S. Troops” that aired a list of complaints 
along with a request to meet in council and “have a good talk 
and make a straight and good treaty.” Skloom was annoyed 
that other Indians who had made peace with the Army at 
Fort Simcoe were receiving free flour and other provisions 
“for nothing.” Skloom claimed that the peaceful Indians 
might take the Army’s horses in the spring and turn against 
the soldiers. The chief wanted to have a new peace council 
because “All the trouble we have had has been brought about 
by the bad talk of Stevens at the grand talk at Walla Walla.” 
Skloom’s letter—dictated to White in English, who then 
wrote in his native German—was given to two Native couriers 
who delivered it to the commander at Fort Simcoe.

Meanwhile, the Natives transferred White from their 
winter camp to their main camp on the Columbia River. 
On New Year’s Eve 1856, the herder wrote another letter on 
behalf of Chief Skloom that read, in part:

The government gives thousands and thousands 
of dollars to Indians who have no business on 
this land, & who steal our wild horses & sell 
them. That they are false like dogs, with two 
hearts and two tongues…We would like to know 
their (the government’s) intention, whether they 
want peace or not…We are afraid to come to the 
government ourselves. But if you do not want to 
make peace, let us know so, as soon as possible. 
It is the same to us whether we die today or 
tomorrow. If we do not make peace now, it shall 
be war for a lifetime…We are not afraid. We 
much rather die than live like dogs. 

In addition to taking dictation from Skloom, White 
added a more personal paragraph to the correspondence—
addressed to a “Mr. Allen” at Fort Simcoe: 

As soon as you hear that I am dead, please pay 
to Mr. Lucas $102, one hundred & two dollars, 
that I owe him, as I am not sure of my life a single 
hour. Write as soon as possible & send the letter 
by the Indians and should it be in your power to 
save me, I hope you will do your best, I do not 
know of anything else. I remain till Death, Your 
very devoted servant. Frederick White.

The following day was January 1, 1857. Captain Dickinson 
Woodruff, the commander in charge of Fort Simcoe, replied 
immediately to Skloom, invoking Woodruff’s superior, 
Colonel George S. Wright, and seeking White’s release.

Col. Wright has always been willing to make a fair 
treaty and you now have it in your power to gain 
his good will by kind treatment of your prisoner 
Fred White, and by sending him safe back to me.

At the same time Woodruff was replying to Skloom, 
Skloom, with Frederick White’s help, was composing another 
letter to the government that identified the murderers of 
Indian Agent A.J. Bolon—the same man that Skloom had 
asked for a spelling book—who had been killed in September 
1855. One of the killers named by Skloom was Showaway’s 
son, “Mitchell” (Mo–sheel). “When Skilloom (sic) and 
Showawash (sic) heard of this they were very angry, as Skilloom 
and Bohlen (sic) were great friends,” White wrote for Skloom.

This correspondence was being exchanged—and this 
drama was taking place—while soldiers and hostile chiefs 
remained at a standstill between battles. The conflict 
had escalated briefly a year earlier in October 1855 when 
Chief Kamiakin and allied warriors had triumphed over 
U.S. Army troops at Toppenish Creek, and violence 
between Natives and settlers—and the military—had 
flared that autumn and early winter on the west side of 

White Bluffs
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LEFT: Yakima author A.J. Splawn 
(1845-1917) met Frederick 
White in 1861 and learned 
about the herder’s abduction 
directly from White himself. 
Image public domain.

BELOW: The Battle of Four Lakes 
and Battle of Spokane Plains 
took place in 1858; a monument 
to the Battle of Four Lakes was 
dedicated near Medical Lake in 
1935. Photo by Feliks Banel.

Palouse River camp. Robie shared this information with 
Territorial Governor Isaac Stevens in a letter a few days later.

Kamiakin says that [Nez Perce chief] Looking-
glass is the man that first proposed to make 
war upon the whites. Peu–peu–mox–mox 
and he, Kamiakin, said let us wait three years, 
and then if the whites prove false and treat us 
bad it will be time to go to war, but Looking–
glass said that it would then be too late, and 
proposed that he should go to the Blackfoot 
country, kill Governor Stevens, and during the 
absence the rest should all unite in a general 
war against the whites. Accordingly Looking-
glass started across the mountains and not long 
after sent a messenger back to report that he 
had accomplished the object. When we heard 
this, says Kamiakin, we were all of one mind, 
which was to drive the white people out of 
our country. It was then and not till then that 
K[amiakin] joined in the war. Mr. White fur-
ther says that Skloom and others tell the same 
story in reference to Lookingglass. Kamiakin 
requested Mr. White if he saw Gov. Stevens to 
say to him that he did not deny having taken 
an active part in the war, but that there were 
others who had done much more towards 
carrying it on than he had, and still they were 
counted among the friends of the whites. 

From Robie’s letter to Governor Stevens, it appears that 
Chief Looking–glass may have suspected that others might 
accuse him of aggression against the settlers. Seven months 
earlier at Lapwai, he had told officers of the Washington 
Territory Volunteers, “It is all false if any person has said that I 
had any notion to ever take my gun in hand to fight the whites.”

Meanwhile, the letters that White had sent to Captain 
Woodruff at Fort Simcoe had been forwarded to Colonel 
Wright at Fort Dalles. Wright sent them by steamer on 
February 6 to General John E. Wool at the U.S. Army’s 
Department of the Pacific headquarters in Benicia, California. 
In an accompanying memo, Colonel Wright wrote, “These 
communications will give the General much information in 
relation to the feelings and disposition of the Indians.”

It’s unclear what effect, if any, the letters Frederick White 
wrote for Skloom had on the post–treaty process and military 
conflict in the Yakima Valley and surrounding areas of 
Washington Territory. For the remainder of 1857, Wright’s 
soldiers kept busy finishing construction of buildings at Fort 
Simcoe and Fort Walla Walla without significant disruption.

Years before the post–treaty violence, Skloom and Kamiakin 
had disagreed regarding outsiders. Skloom did not embrace 
the presence of Catholic missionaries such as Father Charles 
Pandosy in Yakama country as warmly as Kamiakin did. In 
fact, when Captain George B. McClellan’s railroad route 
surveyors came through the region in 1853, Skloom steered 
the newcomers away from the Catholic mission claiming that 
it was too far out of the travelers’ way, and telling the men that 
there was nothing at the mission for their horses to eat.

“This was a big lie,” complained Father Louis D’herbomez at 
St. Joseph Mission on Ahtanum Creek. “Sklo [sic] was a liar, and 
bad.” The priest took offense at Skloom’s interference because 
D’herbomez looked forward to receiving visitors at the remote 
outpost. D’herbomez and Chief Kamiakin, on the other hand, 
enjoyed a friendly and close relationship. “[He] does everything 
to please me,” wrote the priest. The two hunted grouse together, 
and the chief regularly provided the priests with quarters of beef. 
Kamiakin protected the mission from thieves while turning 
down offers of gifts as payment from the missionaries. “His 
whole family is baptized,” wrote D’herbomez about the chief. 
“He never misses the morning and night prayers. He is always 
present at instructions.” However, the priest did lament that 
Kamiakin declined baptism for himself, preferring to keep his 
family, including his five wives, together.

When Indian Agent A.J. Bolon arrived in 1854 to discuss 
with Yakama chiefs the possibility of future transfer of tribal 
lands to Americans, Kamiakin avoided him. Skloom and 
Showaway met with the agent and accepted blankets for 
talking about anticipated changes ahead of an upcoming 
formal council. Missionaries reported that Kamiakin “Refused 
absolutely and broke completely with the two brothers.” Father 
D’herbomez criticized Skloom for befriending Bolon. The 
priest and the agent had been at odds, competing for support 
from differing segments of the Yakama population. The priest 
resented Bolon for exerting influence over non–believers 
and those who did not particularly care for the missionaries. 

D’herbomez also objected to Bolon’s recognizing Skloom as 
a “great” chief and for encouraging Skloom’s gambling by 
introducing playing cards to the Yakamas. Bolon, in turn, 
criticized the priests for having too much control over Chief 
Kamiakin and other Catholic converts.

The relative peace that followed Frederick White’s March 
1857 release was short–lived. A little more than a year later, 
violence again erupted east of the Cascade Mountains, 
beginning with the murder of two miners by Natives at 
the Tucannon River in April 1858. In May, tribes attacked 
troops led by Lt. Colonel Steptoe and forced the soldiers to 
retreat. Assaults on miners continued, with incidents at the 
Wenatchee River in June and the Okanogan River in July.

Colonel Wright had conducted peace talks with Natives 
intermittently over a period of two years, but had not succeeded 
in quelling violence associated with dissatisfaction with 
Territorial Governor Stevens and the 1855 treaty. By the late 
summer of 1858, the military’s patience with hostile factions ran 
out, and those viewed as perpetrators of the violent attacks were 
given one final opportunity to surrender. After no response, 
Wright’s troops struck hard in September in the Battle of Four 
Lakes, near what’s now Medical Lake, and then the Battle of 
Spokane Plains, near what’s now Fairchild Air Force Base.

Following a decisive victory for the U.S. Army at Spokane 
Plains, questionable impromptu “trials” were held for 
captured warriors, with many found guilty of attacking 
civilians and miners and immediately put to death by 
hanging or firing squad. Tribesmen who had fought against 
the Army but who had refrained from harming civilians 
were mostly spared as long as they surrendered and agreed to 
return stolen property. Kamiakin, Skloom and Showaway did 
not take a chance. They fled east of the Bitterroot Mountains 
into temporary exile. The three brothers returned after 
Congress ratified the treaty in 1859, and lived out the rest of 
their lives peaceably without trial or punishment. 

The original English translations of Frederick White’s 
six letters from Skloom remained in the Army’s possession 
and were stored by the National Archives and Records 
Administration until sometime after 1952. Regrettably, the 
documents themselves did not survive into the 21st century. 
Fortunately, H. Dean Guie, who wrote a history of that era 
called Bugles in the Valley for the Oregon Historical Society in 
1977, and his fellow Yakima newspaper editor Click Relander, 
each made typescripts of the letters. The typescripts now reside 
at the Oregon Historical Society Research Library in Portland, 
and White’s letters are also accessible online via special 
collections of the Yakima Valley Libraries.

Considerably less is known about involuntary scribe 
Frederick White’s ultimate fate.

Author and early cattleman—and, much later, Kamiakin 
biographer—A.J. Splawn first met Frederick White in 1861 
when Splawn lived in the Klickitat Valley near what’s now 
Goldendale.  Two years later, Splawn met White again on the 
trail from the Cariboo mines in Canada and the two traveled 
together as they returned to Washington Territory.  During 
the journey home, White told stories about his experiences 

working for the Army at Fort Simcoe, and about his time 
in captivity. In November 1863, White teamed up with a 
man named William Parker and the two built cabins in the 
foothills on upper Satus Creek, not far from the general area 
of present–day Highway 97 near the Yakima/Klickitat county 
line, where they spent the winter tending to pack horses.

Despite much searching in the archives, it’s unclear what 
became of Frederick White after that. b

EDITOR’S NOTE: Spelling in 19th century personal correspondence 
in general was not as standardized as it is now. In addition, 
Anglicization of the names of Indigenous people and of place names 
based on Indigenous names varied, often from writer to writer. In 
this article, names cited in Frederick White’s letters are spelled as 
they appeared in the typescripts of the original translations; in the 
body paragraphs of the essay, names are shown in generally accepted 
standardized spellings.

By December 3, 1856, the Simcoe Valley in Washington Territory had 14 
inches of snow on the ground and the Army officers at Fort Simcoe, seen 
in a recent photo, had to hold candles to their pens to keep the ink from 
freezing. Photo by Jo Miles.
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IF YOU LIVED DURING THE DAYS OF COVERED WAGON TRAVEL, 
you would have kept time by noting where the sun was located 
in the sky . High noon varied from place to place as the earth 
revolved around the sun, and a flexible approach to time didn’t 
make much difference to people who often rose at sunrise 
and retired at sunset . But when railroads came to the West, it 
literally changed the face of time .

 This was because two trains might be traveling on the 
same set of tracks going in different directions . If both trains 
were moving toward one another—with the conductor on 
each train measuring time based on where each train had 
come from—it could result in confusion for passengers 
waiting for trains or, far worse, a deadly head-on collision on 
the tracks . When time was measured locally by noting the 
location of the sun, this was the sort of accident that every 
railroad worker feared most .

 American railroad managers wanted to come up with a 
way to standardize time measurement in order to schedule 
trains so that passengers could travel safely . Working together, 
railroads decided to introduce time zones or regions with 
consistent time measurements .

Measuring Time
Before the introduction of time zones, people measured time 
in several different ways . One early timepiece was the “water 
clock .” Follow the steps below to make a water clock and 
investigate how it works!

Materials:
 • Paper cup
 • Clear container to collect water  

  (a 2-liter soda bottle works well)
 • Thumbtack
 • Masking tape
 • Markers
 • Water
 • Timing device (the timer on a cellphone will work)

Follow these steps: 
1 . Use the thumbtack to poke a small hole in the bottom of 

the paper cup, in the center . 
2 . Over a sink or covered surface (this will be messy!), put 

water in the paper cup .
3 . Enlarge the size of the hole so that the water drips from the 

cup at an even rate . 
4 . Place the cup on top of the clear container . Make sure that 

the opening of the container is narrow enough to keep the 
cup from falling in .

5 . Place a long strip of masking tape vertically, from the top of 
the container to the bottom . 

6 .   Time one minute and mark the water line on the tape . After 
this point, use a timer to mark the tape at intervals of your 
choosing (5 minutes, 30 minutes, 1 hour) . 

7 . As you mark the clock, observe it in motion . What do you 
notice about the clock? How is it different from other 
clocks that you have used? 

 
How Far is an Hour?
November 18, 1883 became known as “The Day of Two 
Noons .” On this day, every clock at each railroad station was 
reset as noon was reached within each new time zone . 

 This new approach to standardizing time created just five 
zones: Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern, and Atlantic. The 
time zones were named after the railroads that operated in 
that part of the country . Before this day, there were over 50 
time zones because there was no standard for telling time . 
People set their clocks based on their personal observations of 
the sun as it crossed the sky .

 
Could you use your water clock to set train schedules? 
Why or why not? 
Find more activities like this at www .washingtonhistory .org/
education/history-at-home/, or on the Society's  smartphone 
app—just search the app store for "WA State History Museum ."

History at Home:
It's About Time 
From the WSHS Audience Engagement team

 ILLUMINATING 
NORTHWEST HISTORY 

Available at bookstores, 
online at wsupress.wsu.edu, 
or by phone at 800-354-7360

Burlington Northern
A Great Adventure, 1970–1979

Earl J. Currie
Burlington Northern formed from the merger of 
four railways and began transporting immense 
amounts of low-sulfur coal. Soon, their lines 
handled the hightest tonnages of any railroad line 
in the world, past or present.

Rails Northwest 
Hardbound / ISBN 978-0-9961225-6-6 / $45

Transformation of a 
Railroad Company
Burlington Northern, 1980–1995

Earl J. Currie

During the 1980s, three major events improved BN's 
railway earnings and radically transformed 
corporate objectives, standards, work methods, and 
technology. This volume explores initiatives and 
strategies BN employed to reach the era's ambitious 
goals, as well as the cost of such profound change.

Rails Northwest 
Hardbound / ISBN 978-0-9961225-8-0 / $40

Tahoma and Its People
A Natural History of Mount Rainier 
National Park

Jeff Antonelis-Lapp
A science educator presents a natural and 
environmental history of Mount Rainier National 
Park and the surrounding region, exploring geology, 
archaeology, indigenous uses, climate and glaciers, 
alpine and forest ecology, rivers and watersheds, 
keystone species, threatened wildlife, geological 
hazards, and current resource management.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-373-6 / $27.95

An Eye for Injustice 
Robert C. Sims and Minidoka

Edited by Susan M. Stacy

During World War II, the U.S. government forcibly 
relocated thousands of West Coast individuals with 
Japanese ancestry to Idaho's Minidoka War 
Relocation Center. Articles, papers, and speeches by 
scholar Dr. Robert C. Sims expose this national 
tragedy and the resilience of those who suffered. 

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-376-7 / $21.95

Boosting a New West
Pacific Coast Expositions, 1905–1916

John C. Putman
Focusing on marketing campaigns as well as 
exhibit choices, Putman explores the cultural and 
social meaning of Portland, Seattle, San Diego, and 
San Francisco fairs, detailing biased racial attitudes, 
perceptions of the cities, and local leaders’ 
attempts to shape a new western identity.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-381-1 / $34.95

Teaching Native Pride
Upward Bound and the Legacy of Isabel Bond
Tony Tekaroniake Evans
Native and non-Native voices convey the inspiring 
story of a federal program at the University of 
Idaho. Director Isabel Bond developed a unique 
curriculum celebrating the region’s Native American 
heritage. Her dedication helped many students 
break cycles of poverty, isolation, and 
disenfranchisement.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-379-8 / $27.95

Echoes of Exclusion and Resistance 
Voices from the Hanford Region

Edited by Robert Bauman and Robert Franklin
Hanford Histories Volume 3

Four scholars draw from oral histories to focus on 
experiences of non-white groups whose lives were 
deeply impacted by the Hanford Site. Each group 
resisted segregation and discrimination, and 
challenged the region’s dominant racial norms. 

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-382-8 / $29.95

Legacies of the Manhattan Project
Reflections on 75 Years of a Nuclear World

Edited by Michael Mays
Hanford Histories Volume 2

Covering topics from print journalism, activism, 
nuclear testing, and science and education to 
health physics, environmental cleanup, and kitsch, 
essays collected by the Hanford History Project 
illuminate facets of the Manhattan Project earlier 
scholars left unexplored and reveal how its legacy 
lives on.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-375-0 / $32.95

Saving the Oregon Trail
Ezra Meeker’s Last Grand Quest

Dennis M. Larsen
At age 75, a still adventurous Ezra Meeker trekked 
east over the Oregon Trail with oxen and a covered 
wagon, and became a national celebrity. A part of 
the pioneer’s story no one has previously told, his 
extraordinary preservation efforts were crucial to 
saving the trail.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-374-3 / $28.95 

Lewis and Clark Reframed
Examining Ties to Cook, Vancouver, 
and Mackenzie

David L. Nicandri
Foreword by Clay S. Jenkinson
Nicandri examines the expedition beyond the 
Rocky Mountains, placing curious and seemingly 
inexplicable aspects into a broader historical 
context, and demonstrating how earlier explorers 
and fur traders influenced the American captains.

Paperback / ISBN 978-0-87422-380-4 / $32.95

This activity is adapted from Washington State Historical Society’s 
History at Home, a series of online lessons designed to serve families 
engaged in remote learning during the pandemic .

TOP: Washington State Historical Society, 2010.227.1.11. 

ABOVE: Map from the  National Atlas of the United States. U.S. Government 
Printing Office.
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TOP: Steam locomotive on display at Inland Northwest Rail 
Museum in Reardan, Washington. Photo by Feliks Banel.

MIDDLE: Vintage Seattle skyline. Courtesy Historic Seattle. 

BOTTOM: Stone monument commemorates Camp Washington 
in rural Spokane County. Photo by Feliks Banel.

TOP AND MIDDLE: Incredible natural views from the trails at 
Riverside State Park near Spokane. Photos by Feliks Banel.

BOTTOM: Palouse to Cascades State Park Trail follows an old 
railroad route over Snoqualmie Pass. Photo by Feliks Banel.

Inland Northwest Rail Museum Offers Junior  
Engineers Program to Students
The Inland Northwest Rail Museum in Reardan, Washington will launch 
a “Junior Engineers” program in 2021 to help school-age kids learn the 
history and impact of railroads in Eastern Washington and North Idaho. 
Dale Swant, museum president, said the new program “is an educational 
effort and will include close association with area schools for lessons at the 
museum and in the classroom. There are teacher-assist materials to prepare 
students, as well as the opportunity for field trips.” Rollout of the new program 
may be delayed by pandemic restrictions. For more information, visit www.
inlandnwrailmuseum.com.

WASHINGTON STATE PARKS: HISTORY AND 
SOCIALLY-DISTANCED RECREATION
As the pandemic limits indoor social activities and wintertime exercise, 
Washington’s state parks offer year-round outdoor opportunities to take 
in natural sights, and sometimes historic sites, too. Many parks are within a 
short drive of the state’s major population centers, including:

SUPPORT LOCAL HISTORY ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER
With facility closures and reduced or eliminated public programs and other revenue-generating activities throughout most of 
2020, many local museums and historical societies are facing steep losses and the possibility of prolonged financial struggle. 
If you haven’t done so already and if you still have the means—given that so many are suffering—please consider making a 
contribution, or additional contributions, to heritage organizations in your part of the Evergreen State. Staff and volunteers 
of many groups have remained on the job during the pandemic to collect artifacts and stories about this extraordinary time in 
every corner of Washington. In the coming year, it’s vital that these same groups are here for the next chapter, to help document 
our hundreds of communities as we recover from the pandemic, too.

Help the Washington State Historical Society 
Evaluate Markers and Monuments
The Washington State Historical Society is seeking public participation 
in identifying monuments, markers, and plaques across the state that 
are imprinted with the Society’s name. The goal is to work with 
local communities and stakeholders to develop a full inventory of 
these historical markers and to audit them for physical integrity and 
historical accuracy, as well as to evaluate whether they represent the 
Society’s mission and professional standards. Monuments and markers 
attributed to the Washington State Historical Society come in different 
shapes and sizes. They might be statues, columns, stone markers, 
roadside signs, or plaques on buildings. The Society is also seeking 
information about highway heritage markers placed in collaboration 
with the Department of Transportation and Washington State Parks 
between 1950 and 1990. Plans are for a public dialogue around any 
markers, monuments or plaques identified for possible changes. If you 
know of a marker or monument attributed to the Washington State 
Historical Society, please send an email to monuments@wshs.wa.gov 
and include a link to the GIS coordinates in Google maps, along with 
photographs of the object and its surroundings.

Building Dialogue Virtually with Historic Seattle
The preservation and advocacy group Historic Seattle is kicking off the 2021 
edition of its free monthly Building Dialogue series on Wednesday, January 
13, 2021 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Each second Wednesday throughout the 
year, this now virtual program will offer curated conversations covering films, 
articles, studies, and more related to preservation and the built environment 
– and of interest to people all over Washington. Visit www.historicseattle.org 
to register, and to sign up to receive eNews updates about other upcoming 
programs. With support from its sponsors, all of Historic Seattle’s virtual 
programs are free to the public for the duration of the pandemic.

Riverside State Park near Spokane
There is a lot to see and do on the banks of the Spokane River and the 
Little Spokane River. Along miles and miles of trails are natural wonders, 
including the “Bowl & Pitcher” rock formation, plus timeless improvements 
made by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s.

Palouse to Cascades State Park Trailhead  
east of Seattle
Follow the route of the late, great Milwaukee Road railway from this popular 
trailhead less than an hour from Seattle and just off Interstate 90. Keep your 
eyes peeled for mountain views as well as for railroad artifacts—old signs, 
bridges, electrification equipment—along the route, which can be snowy at 
higher elevations.

Larrabee State Park south of Bellingham
Take a cruise along scenic Chuckanut Drive, and pull off at Larrabee State 
Park for a beach walk on Samish Bay. Look for wildlife, and keep a look out 
for passenger and freight trains as they pass by on the busy north-south route 
that bisects the park.

Paradise Point State Park north of Vancouver
A woods walk near the Lewis River is a great option at this park located just 
off Interstate 5. Freeway sounds disappear, and the river offers year-round 
views of rushing water and interesting wildlife.

Entrance to most Washington State Parks requires a valid Discover Pass, which can 
often be purchased at larger parks and other locations. For more information and for 
the latest on park closures, visit www.parks.wa.us.

Got a favorite Washington State Park with historic things to see? Tell us 
about it by sending an email to editor.columbia@gmail.com and we might 
feature your suggestion in an upcoming issue.
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Historic images from museums and  
archives around the Evergreen State.

CELEBRATE NORTHWEST AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS

‘Tis the season for history books, and shelves are overflowing with new titles from regional presses and small publishing houses. With 

author events at local bookstores still limited by the pandemic, we at COLUMBIA encourage you to give the gift of history-in-print, to 

those you love and even to yourself . Here are a few ideas!
By Evan Robb, Washington State Library

In 2013, the Roslyn Public Library received 
a surprise gift of over 1,200 digitized 

photographic negatives depicting everyday  
life in the Kittitas County communities 
of Roslyn and Cle Elum from the 1920s 
through the 1960s. The photos were taken by 
Pio Panieri, a beloved local figure who spent 
much of his life in Roslyn. Pio was the son of 
Caesar and Theresa Panieri, first-generation 
Italian immigrants who founded the Roslyn 
Bakery & Grocery. During World War II, Pio 
took over operation of the bakery and store in 
partnership with his sister Eliza.

Pio Panieri was an avid amateur photo-
grapher, woodcrafter, gardener, hiker, and 
outdoorsman. His photography offers an 
intimate portrait of the ethnically diverse 
community of Roslyn, seen through the lens 
of Panieri’s friendships, family relationships, 
and work and home life. Northern Kittitas 
County’s natural beauty is also on display, 
with a large group of photos depicting 
Panieri’s wilderness treks to mountain peaks 
and fire lookouts throughout the Central 
Washington Cascades. 

The bulk of Panieri’s photography is from the 1930s and 1940s. The World 
War II-era photos, in particular, portray the Roslyn and Cle Elum area as almost 
a microcosm of national civic duty, sacrifice, and community pride.

Former Roslyn Librarian Erin Krake described Pio Panieri as a “respected 
business owner and well known member of the community.” 

Krake wrote of her appreciation for the photos—and for the photographer:

Viewed as a whole, one gets a real sense of life in the Upper County, 
both then and now. I find it hard to express how these photos make 
me feel. Like there is a true connection between the past and pres-
ent. I see the same things Pio saw and I think those same things are 
interesting and beautiful. I feel a closeness to this guy that I don’t 
even know, and I feel closer to this community than ever before. All 
because of these photos. So, thank you for sharing that with me, 
with the library and our patrons, and with the world at large. 

The Pio Panieri Collection was digitized and contributed by Panieri’s 
grandnephew John Crestanello of Seattle. This collection is a part of the 
Washington State Library’s Washington Rural Heritage Project, providing 
support to digitize and preserve unique materials. See collections at  
www.washingtonruralheritage.org.

Washington State Library’s Washington Rural Heritage Project is made possible through Library 
Services and Technology Act funding through the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

TOP: Photographer Pio Panieri and “Pooch” at Ingalls Creek, 
November 1940. Courtesy Roslyn Public Library. 

BOTTOM: Roslyn residents gathered outside a home 
displaying boxed and bundled clothing piled high, 
presumably gathered for the 1945 United National  
Clothing Collection—a  campaign to collect clothing, 
shoes, and bedding for war-torn countries overseas. Two 
boys sit atop the pile, holding a portrait of President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who died in office on April 12, 
1945. This photograph was likely taken in April or May 
1945, when the United National Clothing Collection took 
place. Courtesy Roslyn Public Library. 

THE PIO PANIERI COLLECTION: GLIMPSES OF KITTITAS 
COUNTY IN THE 1930S AND 1940S

Boosting a New West: Pacific 
Coast Expositions 1905-1916
By John C. Putnam
WSU Press

A welcome addition to the literature of 
world’s fairs is this important volume 
exploring the context and meaning 
of Seattle’s 1909 Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition, Portland’s 1905 Lewis & 
Clark Exposition and other similar 
large-scale events held in San Francisco 
and San Diego in the early 20th century.

Rusted Metal: A Guide to 
Heavy Metal and Hard Rock 
in the Pacific Northwest, 
1970-1995
By James R. Beach with Brian L. 
Naron, James D. Sutton and  
James Tolin
NW Metalworx Music

Once Nirvana made themselves and 
“grunge” household words around the 
globe in the early 1990s, the longer-
standing Heavy Metal scene in the 

Pacific Northwest took something of a backseat in the larger 
cultural conversation. Rusted Metal goes a long way toward 
rebooting the loud chat with its encyclopedic treatment of the 
people and places that made Heavy Metal and Hard Rock a 
staple of the musical diet here, too.

Douglas Fir: The Story of the 
West’s Most Remarkable Tree
By Stephen F. Arno and  
Carl E. Fiedler
Mountaineers Books

If your knowledge of the Douglas-fir 
is limited to the story of its namesake 
David Douglas, this attractive and 
compact hardbound edition will open 
a world of insights and anecdotes that 
lets the reader see the forest and the 
trees. Great for folks who live places 
besides the Pacific Northwest, too!

Captain Cook Rediscovered: 
Voyaging to the Icy Latitudes
By David Nicandri
University of British Columbia Press

Captain James Cook’s travels through 
the tropical latitudes, including his 
untimely demise in the Hawaiian 
Islands, have dominated historical 
accounts and popular memory of the 
18th century British explorer. Former 
Washington State Historical Society 
director David Nicandri sheds new light 
on Cook’s adventures in cooler climes, 
and reveals new insights about the man 
and his methods.

Snowbound Stagecoach
By Lenora Whiteman
Moonglade Press

This fictional narrative is based on 
true-to-life circumstances that a group 
of miners and other characters faced as 
they tried to make it home from Idaho 
to Portland before Christmas during the 
legendarily intense winter of 1861-1862. 
Lenora Whiteman weaves together 
historic facts and a satisfying snowy 
narrative, and you may find yourself 
wanting to put on a hat, gloves and a 
warm coat!

Rosa Franklin: A Life in Health 
Care, Public Service, and Social 
Justice
By Tamiko Nimura
Washington State Legislature Oral 
History Program

In her own words, longtime Evergreen 
State legislator Rosa Franklin shares the 
story of her life as a trailblazing figure in 
the Pacific Northwest. From her 1920s 
childhood in South Carolina, to settling 
in Tacoma in the 1950s, to running 
for the State Legislature in 1990 and 
decades of public service in Olympia, 
Franklin witnessed—and made—history.

Artie Woods in postal stamp dress, Roslyn, 
Washington, May 1938. Courtesy Roslyn 
Public Library.
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SINS OF THE SON
House Executive Documents, 2d Session, 50th Congress, 1888-1889, Vol 1 . 

Correspondence of J .K . Vincent, U .S . commissioner and justice of the peace for 
Nez Perce County, Idaho Territory, and correspondence between China’s Chief 
of Legation Chang Yen Hoon and U .S . Secretary of State Thomas F . Bayard .

Massacred for Gold: The Chinese in Hells Canyon by R . Gregory Nokes . Corvallis, 
OR: Oregon State University Press, 2009 .

“A Most Daring Outrage: Murders at Chinese Massacre Cove, 1887” by R . Gregory 
Nokes . Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol . 107, No . 3, Fall, 2006 . Portland, OR .

“The Snake River Massacre of Chinese Miners, 1887” chapter by David H . 
Stratton in A Taste of the West, edited by Duane A . Smith . Boulder, CO: Pruett 
Publishing Co ., 1983 .

LATINO PAST AND PRESENT
Flood Tide of Empire: Spain and the Pacific Northwest, 1543-1819 by Warren L . 

Cook . New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1973 .

Latino Heritage of Greater Seattle: Intensive Level Survey Documentation 
and Illustrated Historic Context Statement by Artifacts Consulting, Inc .; 
Washington Trust for Historic Preservation; and Washington State Department 
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation . Olympia, WA: Washington State 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 2019 .

Mexican Labor and World War II: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942-1947, 
Second Edition by Erasmo Gamboa . Seattle, WA: University of Washington 
Press, 2000 .

Nosotros: The Hispanic People of Oregon by Erasmo Gamboa and Carolyn M . 
Buan, editors . Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press, 1995 .

WRITTEN UNDER DURESS
  Bugles in the Valley: Garnett’s Fort Simcoe by H . Dean Guie . Portland, OR: Oregon 

Historical Society, 1977 .

Indians, Superintendents, and Councils: Northwestern Indian Policy, 1850-1855 by 
Clifford E . Trafzer . Lanham, MD: University Press of America, Inc ., 1986 .

Ka-mi-akin, the Last Hero of the Yakimas by A .J . Splawn . Portland, OR: Kilham 
Stationery & Printing Company, 1917 .

Kamiakin Country: Washington Territory in Turmoil 1855-1858 by Jo Miles . 
Caldwell, ID: Caxton Press, 2016 .

WASHINGTON GALLERY: PIO PANIERI
Coal Towns in the Cascades: A Centennial History of Roslyn and Cle Elum, 

Washington by John C . Shideler . Spokane, WA: Melior Publications, 1986 .

Snoqualmie Pass: From Indian Trail to Interstate by Yvonne Prater . Seattle, WA: The 
Mountaineers, 1981 .

USED BOOKS: COAST PILOTS
George Davidson: Pioneer West Coast Scientist by Oscar Lewis . Berkeley and Los 

Angeles, CA: University of California Press, 1954 .

Coast Pilot 7 Pacific Coast—California, Oregon, Washington and Hawaii, 52nd 
Edition by U .S . Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, National Ocean Service . Washington, DC: U .S . Government 
Printing Office, 2020.

Various earlier editions of Coast Pilots for Washington waters—not for use by 
modern navigators, of course—are readily available from used bookstores and 
online booksellers . 

USED BOOKS Turning back the pages of Northwest books  
and meeting authors from the past.

REFERENCE DESK Additional resources for learning 
more about the content in this issue.

EARLY PACIFIC COAST PILOTS:  
MORE THAN JUST  
NAVIGATION ADVICE

When British Captain George Vancouver in 1792 explored the waters of 
the Salish Sea and what would become Washington and Oregon, crew 

members took compass bearings, made celestial observations and measured 
depths to compile data that would later be used to create nautical charts. 
The same was true in 1841 when Lieutenant Charles Wilkes of the US Navy, 
leading the United States Exploring Expedition, directed even more elaborate 
surveys of harbors and inlets. Along with asserting claim to what was then 
territory jointly occupied by British and Americans, gathering navigation in-
formation had demonstrable value for military as well as commercial purposes.

In the 1850s, a young scientist named George Davidson who worked for the 
United States Coast Survey, the agency that produced American nautical charts, 
began to see the value in publishing more than just those large sheets of paper 
with scale drawings of waterways. Davidson believed that short but detailed 
written descriptions of headlands and harbors and other areas encountered by 
sea would help mariners be better prepared to travel through unknown waters 
more safely and efficiently.

Davidson’s work was first published as part of the Coast Survey’s regular 
annual report for 1855 in a section called “Directory of the Pacific Coast of the 
United States.” By 1869, the work had grown to the extent that it warranted its own 

volume, which was published 
in a hardcover edition as Coast 
Pilot for California, Oregon and 
Washington Territory. Around 
the same time, similar volumes 
produced by Davidson were 
also published for southern 
and northern portions of 
coastal Alaska Territory.

The scope and scale of 
Davidson’s commitment to 
the concept of a detailed 
written guide reached its 
peak with the 1889 fourth 
edition of the work, entitled 
Pacific Coast Pilot of California, 

Oregon and Washington. At close to 900 pages, this encyclopedic resource 
contained far more information—and weighed substantially more—than 
the previous slim volume. In the expanded work, Davidson included many 
elements that went beyond the practical needs of a 19th century mariner, 
including history of coastal communities and origins of the names of 
geographic features such as mountains and rivers. It’s a terrific resource for 
historians, but it’s also easy to imagine sailors of that era scratching their 
heads as they searched through the hundreds of pages, and straining their 
arms as they shuttled Davidson’s monumental achievement from shelf to 
chart table and back again.

OPPOSITE TOP: A portrait of American scientist George 
Davidson, whose 19th century work for the United 
States Coast & Geodetic Survey led to publication of 
“Coast Pilots” for the Pacific Coast and other American 
waterways. Image public domain.

CENTER: The 1869 edition of the Coast Pilot of California, 
Oregon, and Washington Territory. Courtesy NOAA 
Archives.

BOTTOM: The 1968 edition of the United States Coast 
Pilot 7, covering California, Oregon, Washington and 
Hawaii. Courtesy NOAA Archives.

But Davidson’s original notion of a written 
guide had merit, and within a few years, the Coast 
Survey expanded the Coast Pilot series to cover all 
American waters—just not to the same extent as 
what Davidson had accomplished for the Pacific 
Coast in 1889. And when the next edition covering 
the Pacific Coast was published in 1903, the rich 
supplemental and contextual material had been 
mostly pruned away. Updated hardcover editions 
continued to be published every decade or so up 
until the late 1960s, when the government switched 
to more frequent paperback editions of what’s 
come to be called United States Coast Pilot 7.

Born in England in 1825, George Davidson 
was a child when his family immigrated to the 
United States and settled in Philadelphia. He was 
a tireless scientist and prolific author throughout 
most of his long career, taking part in numerous 
surveying expeditions and ultimately settling in San 
Francisco, where Davidson died in 1911.

On one of those expeditions in the 1850s, 
Davidson named West Seattle’s Fauntleroy Cove 
after his late mentor Robert Fauntleroy of Ohio. 
Davidson also named the highly visible Olympic 
peaks Mt. Ellinor, Mt. Constance and The 
Brothers—Edward and Albert—after Fauntleroy’s 
two daughters and two sons.

And, since every story needs a happy ending, 
it wasn’t long after that George Davidson married 
Ellinor Fauntleroy. b

A sketch of Tillamook Light House off the coast of Oregon from 
the 1889 edition of the Coast Pilot is an example of countless 
helpful visual clues for navigators. Courtesy NOAA Archives.
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Is there a geographic name you’d like to know more about? Or a great story about a unique Northwest place that you’d 
like to share with COLUMBIA readers? Please send email to editor.columbia@gmail.com.

Exploring places and place names around 
Washington and the Old Oregon Country.

MAPS &
LEGENDS

LAURIER: HISTORIC  
BORDER CROSSING FOR  
AUTOS AND AIRCRAFT  

The community of Laurier (pronounced "lorry-ay") is situated on 
State Route 395 north of Spokane in Ferry County. It’s named after 

Victorian era Canadian Prime Minister Wilfrid Laurier, and is home to 
a historic building constructed in the early 1930s that serves as a U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection facility. Similar buildings stand along  
the International Boundary throughout much of the northern United 
States. But for nearly 60 years, an adjoining airstrip has made this particu-
lar spot one of Washington’s most unusual border crossings.

Avey Field, named for late longtime state legislator Arthur Kootenai 
Avey of nearby Kettle Falls, was dedicated on July 11, 1963. United States 
Senator Henry M. “Scoop” Jackson and other dignitaries were on hand to 
celebrate the new airstrip and what it represented as the latest effort of the 
Washington Aeronautics Commission to support private aviation.

The commission, which was eventually folded into the Washington 
State Department of Transportation, was created in 1947 during a postwar 
boom in private small aircraft aviation. To improve safety, commissioners 
launched an initiative to create of a number of airstrips along popular 
aviation routes in rural and mountainous areas to serve as emergency 
landing options for small planes. 

Similar airstrips were built at Lester near Stampede Pass and Bandera 
near Snoqualmie Pass in 1948; two more were built at Skykomish and 
Nason Creek near Stevens Pass in 1949; and about a dozen more followed 
in the 1950s. In a Seattle Times article in July 1962, William A. Gebenini, 
director of the Aeronautics Commission, described how the fields were not 
restricted to emergency use.

“The emergency fields all are located in wonderful recreation areas. 
Some offer unsurpassed fishing, hunting or camping,” Gebenini told 
the newspaper. “Pilots are welcome to fly in to these fields for pleasure 
purposes—and they should use them often.”

Avey Field is unusual because the northern section of the runway 
actually crosses into British Columbia. On the United States side of the 
border, the U.S. Customs Inspection Station at Laurier screens travelers as 
they head south by automobile, and staff offers the same service to travelers 
arriving by air. Canadian officials do the same at the north end of the gravel 
runway, where the border station is known as Cascade.

In 2012, the Washington State Department of Transportation 
transferred Avey Field back to private operators, but the facility remains 
open to the public from roughly June 1 to October 1 every year.

Airfield namesake Arthur K. Avey passed away in 2013 at age 95. He was 
a military pilot and flight instructor during World War II, and served in the 
Washington State House from 1958 to 1968. Avey was mayor of Kettle Falls 
for 20 years, as well as head of the Washington Aeronautics Commission 
Board during its heyday of building airstrips around the Evergreen State 
that remain in use to this day. 

TOP: A 2003 image of the US Border Inspection Station at Laurier, 
Washington. Courtesy General Services Administration. 

CENTER: The U.S. Border Inspection Station at Laurier, Washington as 
it appeared in March 1936. Courtesy General Services Administration.

BOTTOM: Detail from Laurier topographic map showing unusual 
airstrip that crosses International Boundary, with a portion in 
Washington and a portion in British Columbia. Courtesy USGS 
Archives.

Special Friends & Members of the Washington State Historical Society

“The triumph can’t be had without the struggle.”  
—Wilma Rudolph, world-record-holding Olympic champion

“What a world this will be when human possibilities are freed, 
when we discover each other, when the stranger is no longer 

the potential criminal and the certain inferior!”  
—W.E.B. Du Bois

Share Washington history with people you care about by giving them a 
Historical Society membership. Member benefits include free museum 
admission and a COLUMBIA subscription.  Call 253-798-5894, or email 
Kendall.Hurley@wshs.wa.gov. 
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EVERGREEN 
LEAGUE

Thanks to our Evergreen League members who help  

support the care of the WSHS collections, from where  

these images are sourced.

Snow Owl apples advertisement from 

Yakima, WA, circa 1940.  Features image of 

snowy owl, Bubo Scandiacus, native to the 

Arctic region of the Americas. Washington 

State Historical Society, 1996.58.53. 

For more information, visit:

www.WashingtonHistory.org/Evergreen-League

Evergreen League members enjoy special WSHS swag! The fall 2020 gift was a set of 
colorful vintage-styled postcards featuring historical images from the WSHS collections .

Join our new monthly giving program and 
support vital operations at the Washington State 
Historical Society, while receiving fun and unique 
benefits such as limited edition WSHS swag and 
invitations to exclusive programs and events!

For the cost of a few lattes, you can easily support 
your Washington State Historical Society with a 
direct, worry-free contribution each month. Get  
the details and sign up today!


