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IN THIS ISSUE

 

CONTRIBUTORS The talented writers, historians and archivists from 
around the Northwest whose work appears in this issue.

To nominate a person or an organization for an award, please visit www.washingtonhistory.org/
history-awards. Nominations are due by April 30, 2021. Questions? Please email WSHS Heritage 
Outreach Manager Allison Campbell: allison.campbell@wshs.wa.gov.  We look forward to receiving 
your nominations!

SINCE 1891 Washington State Historical  
Society Updates

Welcome to the Spring 2021 edition of COLUMBIA!

You likely can tell by the bold and colorful cover that this is a special issue, as we are thrilled and proud 
to publish our first-ever graphic novel excerpt. We Hereby Refuse: Japanese American Acts of Resistance During 
World War II is the result of a partnership between Wing Luke Museum and Chin Music Press, and is the 
work of a team of talented authors and illustrators. We’re grateful to each of them for working with us to 
bring this special feature to COLUMBIA readers. Also in this issue is the second installment in Erasmo 
C. Gamboa’s wide-ranging look at Latino history in Washington, and an excerpt from John C. Hughes 
excellent biography of trailblazing Washington politician Julia Butler Hansen. Other features include a 
fascinating photo collection from Tacoma Public Library, and the story behind a newly renamed road 
in Spokane.

We trust that you and your loved ones are staying safe during the pandemic, and we thank you for 
your continued support of COLUMBIA and the Washington State Historical Society.

And please send your story ideas or comments and suggestions to my new email address:  
columbia.editor@wshs.wa.gov. The History of the History Awards

FRANK ABE
We Hereby Refuse

Frank Abe wrote and directed the 
PBS film on the largest organized 
resistance to Japanese-American 
incarceration, Conscience and 
the Constitution, and won an 
American Book Award for JOHN 
OKADA: The Life & Rediscovered 
Work of the Author of No-No Boy 
from University of Washington 
Press. Frank’s blog is available at 
resisters.com.

KNUTE BERGER
Used Books: An Ode to Shorey’s

Knute “Skip” Berger is Editor-
at-Large and an award-winning 
columnist for Crosscut.com and 
host of the KCTS9-TV series 
of history shorts, “Mossback’s 
Northwest.” He is author of two 
books: Pugetopolis and Space 
Needle: Spirit of Seattle.

SPENCER BOWMAN
Washington Gallery:  
Richards Studio Collection

Spencer Bowman is a librarian at 
Tacoma Public Library’s Northwest 
Room, where he is responsible for 
preserving and providing access 
to Northwest history materials 
in the library’s special collections. 
He has presented on historic 
topics as well as written and 
produced online video content 
on various aspects of the cultural 
history of Tacoma.

ERASMO C . GAMBOA
Latino Past and Present in 
Washington State History

Erasmo C. Gamboa is Professor 
Emeritus, Department of 
American Ethnic Studies; Adjunct 
Professor, Department of History, 
Department of Latin American 
Studies; and Bridges Center Faculty 
Associate at the University of 
Washington in Seattle. He is 
author of the landmark book 
Mexican Labor & World War II: 
Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 
1942-1947.

MARGO HILL
Maps & Legends: Whist-alks Way

Margo Hill, JD, MURP, is a Spokane 
Tribal member and grew up on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation. She 
serves as the Associate Director 
of the Small, Urban, Rural and 
Tribal Center on Mobility. Ms. Hill 
earned her JD from Gonzaga and 
her Master of Urban and Regional 
Planning from Eastern Washington 
University, where she is now a 
faculty member. 

JOHN C . HUGHES
Julia Butler Hansen

John C. Hughes, the author of 12 
books on Northwest history, is the 
chief historian for the Office of 
the Secretary of State in Olympia. 
He retired as editor and publisher 
of The Daily World in Aberdeen 
in 2008 after a 42-year career in 

journalism. An alumnus of the 
University of Puget Sound and 
the University of Maryland, he is 
a trustee of the Washington State 
Historical Society.

ROSS ISHIKAWA
We Hereby Refuse

Ross Ishikawa is a cartoonist, 
animator and architect living in 
Seattle. In addition to his work on 
We Hereby Refuse, he is working on 
a graphic novel about his parents 
and their coming of age during 
World War II. Ross’s work can be 
found online at rossishikawa.com.  

TAMIKO NIMURA
We Hereby Refuse

Tamiko Nimura is an Asian 
American (Sansei/Pinay) writer 
living in Tacoma. She earned an 
MA and PhD from the University 
of Washington, and her training 
in literature and American ethnic 
studies prepared her to research, 
document, and tell the stories of 
people of color. Tamiko’s website  
is tamikonimura.net.

MATT SASAKI
We Hereby Refuse

Matt Sasaki is an artist whose 
work includes Fighting for America: 
Nisei Soldiers. He lives with his 
wife and an old dog north of 
Seattle. Matt’s website  
is mattsasaki.com.

History and tradition seem ever more important during 
these unsual times. They are related concepts within 

families and communities, and within organizations as well. 
The former—history—is a story of where we’ve been and how 
we’ve gotten to where we are now, while the latter—tradition 
—is often a celebration of the people, places and rituals that 
became important to us along the way. The Washington 
State Historical Society is no exception, and there’s no better 
example of the intersection of our history and our traditions 
than the History Awards we present each year to recognize 
achievement in the field of history in the Evergreen State.

While last year’s awards ceremony took place in safety online 
and while we cannot predict the format for the 2021 awards 
gathering, now is the time of year when we ask our community, 
including COLUMBIA readers, to participate by submitting 
nominations.

Instructions for how to submit a nomination are posted 
below. But first, John C. Hughes, Society trustee and chief 
historian for the Office of the Secretary of State—and author of a 
fascinating piece about Julia Butler Hansen in this issue—shared 
a little of the history of the History Awards.

“For more than 50 years, the Washington State Historical 
Society has gathered annually to celebrate individuals and 
organizations recognized for significant contributions to 
the study and appreciation of Washington state history,” 
Hughes said.

Hughes noted that bestowing special recognition dates to 
1965, when the Society presented its first award, which is named 
for longtime Pacific Northwest Quarterly editor and University 
of Washington History Professor Charles M. Gates. The Gates 
Award is presented to the author of the best scholarly work 
appearing in the PNQ during the previous year. 

In 1968 the Robert Gray Medal was inaugurated, named 
for an American sea captain who explored and named the 
Columbia River in 1792. The Gray Medal honors individuals 
for significant contributions to Washington state and Pacific 
Northwest history, and is considered the highest award 
bestowed by the Society. 

In 1975, the Society created the Peace and Friendship Award, 
first presented by the State Capital Historical Association. 
This pair of awards honors collaborative efforts between 
Native Americans and non-Natives which has advanced 
public understanding of the cultural diversity of the peoples 
of Washington. Next, in 1979, came the David Douglas 
Award, named for the famed botanist, to recognize significant 
contributions by an individual or an organization through a 
project that informs or expands appreciation of any field of 
Washington history.

COLUMBIA writers were honored with a special award 
beginning in 1989 and named for longtime Society board 
member and journalist John McClelland, Jr. The R. Lorraine 
Wojahn Award, honoring the longtime state legislator, has 
been presented since 1991 to an exceptional volunteer for 
the Society. Rounding out the list of honors, the Governor’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching History was established by 
the Washington State Legislature in 1996 to recognize an 
outstanding teacher in an accredited K-12 school or a non-
profit organization who effectively contributes to the teaching 
of Pacific Northwest history. 

Nominations are encouraged from all regions of the state, 
and there are no formal qualifications required to submit 
a nomination. Awardees are selected by a committee of 
Washington history scholars, Society board members and 
community representatives.
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When Julia Butler Hansen won election to Congress in 
1960, she joined 16 other women in the 437-member 

U.S. House of Representatives. In 2021, there are a record 
118, including Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. 

Many of the female politicians of Julia’s generation were, 
like her, the offspring of suffragists who risked ridicule, 
even jail to demand their rights as American citizens. 
Julia’s grandmother and mother were in the trenches when 
Washington women won the vote in 1910, a decade ahead 
of the 19th Amendment. The resounding victory here 
reinvigorated the national movement. 

Julia Butler Hansen grew up believing “girls can do any-
thing,” even though she was from a town of scarcely 500 people. 
It’s possible that no town smaller than Cathlamet, Washington, 
has ever sent someone to Congress. Julia always said she “was 
raised with one fundamental belief—that you should serve your 
country.” Her mother was a county school superintendent at 23, 
her father the Wahkiakum County sheriff.

Julia’s rapid rise to power on Capitol Hill came as no 
surprise to those who had followed her storied political 
career. Overcoming male chauvinism with her competence 
and charisma, she was the first woman to serve on the 
Cathlamet Town Council; the first woman to head the 
Education and Roads & Bridges committees in the 
Washington State House of Representatives; the first 
female chair of the 11-state Western Interstate Committee 
on Highway Policy; the first female speaker pro-tempore 
of the Washington State House; the second Washington 
woman elected to Congress; the first woman to head a 
congressional appropriations subcommittee. And, in the 
twilight of her political career, the first woman to head the 
Washington State Transportation Commission. She was 
largely responsible for creating its predecessor, the State 
Highway Commission. During her final term in Congress, 
she headed a committee that brokered the first overhaul of 
the House committee structure since 1946. 

Proud to be a published author and historian, she helped 
secure funds for the first purpose-built Washington State 
Library. She was also a trustee of the Washington State 
Historical Society. Never the token woman, she retired from 
politics in 1975, undefeated in 42 consecutive elections. 

Julia was a self-described “complicated daydreamer,” an 
award-winning writer who grew up listening to her pioneer 
grandmother’s tales of their Colonial and Revolutionary 
War ancestors. Whenever the grownups’ talk turned to 
politics the spunky girl listened intently, often asking 
questions—good ones, too. At 9, she declared her political 
independence by handing out campaign buttons and 
flyers for President Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat who 
was running for re-election in 1916. Her grandmother, 
a steadfast Republican, thought it was “disgraceful” and 
tossed Julia’s tiny fistful of Wilson handbills in the stove. 

Julia’s retail political skills were off the charts early on. 
“She would drive a hundred miles to meet with a dozen 
people, and there were no freeways then,” her sister-in-law, 
Willena Butler, said in 1972. 

She’d see a farmer out in his field. She’d stop the car, pull 
on some overshoes, and climb right through a barbed wire 
fence or blackberry vines. …When she’d come back and we’d 
worry about the scratches, she’d say, “It’ll heal” as she’d 
wipe off the blood and the mud. “He’s an old friend” or 
“He’s got problems I should know about.” 

For Julia, every day was Election Day. The voters in the 
lunch-bucket 3rd Congressional District loved it when she 
told stories about her husband’s days as a logging camp 
blacksmith. She could be a model of tea-sipping, corsage-
wearing decorum at a meeting of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and a smoke-break storyteller at 
the Longshore Hall, the guys gathered around her. But 
there was not an ounce of artifice in Julia the shapeshifter, 
making her way in a man’s world. Lyndon Baines Johnson 

ROAD 
WARRIOR 
Congresswoman  
Julia Butler Hansen’s 
Trailblazing Life By John C. Hughes

In 1967, Julia Butler Hansen, from a tiny town along the Columbia River, became 
the most powerful woman in the U.S. Congress. The first major biography of the 
legendary congresswoman was written by John C. Hughes, chief historian for 
Legacy Washington. Housed within the Office of the Secretary of State, Legacy 
Washington documents extraordinary stories in our state’s history. As you open 
this issue during Women's History Month, consider the significance of Hansen's 
remarkable 43-year career as an elected official, including her service through 
seven terms in the House of Representatives from 1960-1974. Here, we share 
an excerpt from Hughes’ biography about the charming and tough, colorful and 
complicated Hansen (b. June 14, 1907, d. May 3, 1988).

Julia with President John F. Kennedy at the White House on July 26, 1962. White House photo.
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adored her for her intuition and authenticity. There’s a 
photo that shows the President—proudly clutching his 
toddler grandson—making a beeline for Julia in a crowded 
room. He chortled when she told him she had got the best 
of George Mahon, the tight-fisted Texan who chaired the 
House Appropriations Committee. Mahon had informed 
her she must trim $2.5 million from one of her bills. A few 
days later, she reported she had complied. “Julia, that’s 
wonderful,” Mahon declared. “Where did you find the 
money?” “From your district, Mr. Chairman.”

Gregory Peck, whom Julia hugely admired for his 
Academy Award-winning portrayal of Atticus Finch in To 
Kill a Mockingbird, came to Longview in 1968 to honor 
Julia for her work to expand the Arts and Humanities Act. 
Peck told State Senator Bob Bailey, her district aide, she 
had such “a presence” that she could have been an actress. 
“I should have said she was an actress,” Bailey recalled 
with a wry smile. 

Equal rights, education, timber supply, tribal self-
governance and highways were her passions. Wahkiakum 
County’s “roads” were the Columbia River until 1930. 
She understood transportation issues at the most basic 
level. During World War II, when the Wahkiakum County 
engineer was called up for government service, she took 
over as acting engineer. The county road crews loved her. 
She’d pull up a chair in the lunch room, light a Chesterfield 
and want to know how things were going. She knew all their 
names, their wives’ names and most of their kids’ names. 

As Education Committee chairman in the Washington 
State House in the 1940s, she enacted a landmark package 
of education measures: raises and contract protection for 
teachers; wartime nursery care for the children of working 
mothers; hot lunches; aid to handicapped children and 
support for the state’s fledgling community colleges. When 
Governor Monrad Wallgren, a fellow Democrat, vetoed her 
plan to improve the school employees’ pension plan, she 
denounced it as a “cruel” act wrapped in a “smoke screen” 
of false economy. His apologists tried to purge her from the 
party. She was re-elected. Wallgren was not.

Dan Evans, Washington’s three-term Republican 
governor and former U.S. senator, discovered Julia was 
“someone special” in 1957, his first year in the state House 
of Representatives. He was surprised and thrilled to be 
asked to serve on her Joint Fact-Finding Committee on 
Highways, Streets and Bridges, a plum assignment. Senior 
legislators from both parties said it was inappropriate to 
appoint a freshman to such an important committee. 
Julia’s retort was that he was an accomplished civil engineer 
whose expertise would be helpful. Evans quickly developed 
enormous respect for “this savvy, disarmingly plainspoken 
woman who was an expert on highway legislation.” During 
her 11 years as chairman of legislative highway committees, 
Julia helped plan the state’s network of modern roads, 
highways and bridges. As governor, Evans repaid the favor 
two decades later, appointing Julia to the State Highway 
Commission and Toll Bridge Authority.

What most people didn’t know was that Julia, deep-
down, was a sensitive romantic. She loved poetry and 
was happiest reading a storybook to a child or tending 
her immaculate English garden with its rose bushes and 
boxwood hedges.

When you arrive in Cathlamet as it emerges from 
the morning mist on a drizzly day it’s like discovering 
Brigadoon. The town overlooks the Columbia River at 
a place where a broad green island bisects the channel. 
Cathlamet’s sleepy Main Street seems stuck in time. The 
Courthouse hasn’t changed much since 1921, the year 
it opened. The Doumit Brothers dry goods and grocery 
store building looks pretty much the same as it did in 
1907, the year Cathlamet’s most famous citizen, Julia 
Butler Hansen, was born. The congresswoman’s former 
home a few blocks west has been in the family since 
1885. Cathlamet’s population—around 550 today—hasn’t 
changed much either. Cathlamet is 22 seagull miles 
upriver from Astoria, where the Columbia flows into 
the great gray Pacific. The tourists who bother to stop 
in Cathlamet coming or going to the coast encounter a 
place where history is palpable. A minuscule ferry offers a 
charming way to cross from Washington to Oregon. 

As her eventful life wound down, memories of her girlhood 
in Cathlamet were so vivid that Julia half expected to peer 
through the curtains and see her artistic mother, watercolor 
brush in hand, contemplating the tulips and daffodils. 

In the beginning, and the end, 
there was Cathlamet. 
When Julia retired from Congress, every day along the 
Columbia was punctuated with flashbacks, more so after 
Henry Hansen, the love of her life, died in 1981. How 
she missed the handsome old blacksmith. When she won 
election to Congress in 1960, Julia was temporarily peeved 
at her friend, U.S. Senator “Scoop” Jackson, for suggesting 
that Henry—24 years her senior—might embarrass her in 
Georgetown society “because of his crippled back.” He 
needn’t have worried, she told her diary. Henry was whip-
smart. Over dinner one night, Henry reported he’d spent 
the afternoon chatting with an interesting fellow named 
Dean Acheson, oblivious to the fact that their neighbor 
was President Truman’s patrician former Secretary of State. 
“What did you talk about?” Julia inquired, tempering her 
bemusement. “Logging,” said Henry.

Julia Butler Hansen’s sometimes flinty façade disguised a 
sensitive soul. In her teens, she began keeping a diary filled with 
secret longings, confessions and observations on the passing 
scene. She had an eye for detail and an ear for dialogue. Her 
bookcases were filled with histories, biographies, travelogues 
and poetry. Her son David, a retired Fort Vancouver historian, 
smiles when he conjures up the sounds of his mother pecking 
away at her Royal typewriter. She always proudly stated her 
profession as “writer.” File cabinets at the historic Hansen 
home are filled with manuscripts. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Julia and her siblings, Donald (left) and James, with their 
mother, Maude Kimball Butler, and grandmother, Julia Ann Blood Kimball, in 1913. Hansen 
Family Collection.

Three old friends: Senator Warren G. Magnuson, Julia and Senator Henry M. “Scoop” Jackson in 
1962. Hansen Family Collection.

Former President Lyndon B. Johnson greets Julia as House Minority Leader Gerald Ford, 
(left rear) and House Appropriations Chairman George Mahon of Texas look on at a Capitol 
reception in 1970. White House photo. 

Representative Catherine May of Wenatchee, center, hosts a luncheon at the Capitol in 1961 to 
welcome Julia (far left) and Senator Maurine Neuberger of Oregon to the 87th Congress. May 
and Hansen had been housemates in Olympia years before during a state legislative session. 
Washington State Archives.

Julia poses at the historic site sign outside the Wahkiakum County Courthouse in 1960. Alan 
Thompson photo.

A bipartisan coalition of congresswomen celebrate House passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in 1970. From left, Julia, Charlotte Reid, R-IIlinois, Martha Griffiths, D-Michigan, 
who led the floor fight, and Margaret Heckler, R-Massachusetts. Washington State Archives.
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In the middle of an oral history interview for the State 
Archives in the 1980s, she scolded a hovering photographer: 
“Now, let’s stop the picture taking so I can have a smoke 
and be peaceful. I don’t have to suffer for two hours, do I? 
…I don’t care if the whole world knows I smoke, but the 
goddamn PTA’s and so on will have a conniption fit. … I’m 
very outspoken, you see. It’s probably one of the faults I have, 
but it’s also probably one of the things that elected me.” 

Probably an understatement.
During her 14 years in Congress, Julia f lew home 

frequently, always taking the family cat, Caesar. “He was the 
most traveled cat in America,” David Hansen says. “One 
time they loaded him on the wrong plane, and he was headed 
for Tokyo. Mother called Ronald McVicker, a vice president 
at Northwest Airlines, and said, ‘You’d better get my cat back 
or that’s the end of your airline!’” 

Julia’s kindnesses and wry sense of humor are also well 
remembered. Working for her was often another story. 
She had a sharp tongue and found it difficult to say “I’m 
sorry.” Her style was to let things blow over, then offer an 
unexpected compliment to salve the wound. She worked 
late frequently, with the expectation that no one left until 
she did. She also hated to eat or drink alone, which meant 
someone had to accompany her to multiple-martini lunch 
breaks at the legendary Monocle restaurant on Capitol Hill. 
Her successor in Congress, Don Bonker, remembers her 
wagging a swizzle stick as she schooled him on the nuances 
of Southwest Washington politics. Alan Thompson, the 
newspaperman who became her first administrative assistant 
when she was elected to Congress, remembers her talking “a 
hundred miles a minute, drinking a martini, eating french 
fries and smoking at the same time. She was intense.” 

Then there’s the legendary story about what happened 
when a male lawmaker insulted her after she rose to offer 
an opinion during the opening days of the 1939 legislative 
session at Olympia. She was “just a woman,” he scoffed; a 
freshman woman no less. Eyes shimmering with anger, Julia 
confronted him after adjournment. “You’d better apologize 
or take your glasses off,” she warned, “because I’m going 
to hit you.” “She proceeded to deck the guy,” according to 
David Hansen. 

Julia also told Thompson she once “smacked” a guy on 
the Courthouse lawn at Cathlamet. And in an oral history 
interview in 1981, she admitted to having “slapped a few 
men’s faces.” Sid Snyder, the former state Senate Majority 
Leader who spent a half century at the Capitol, believed the 
stories “are all probably true because I’ve seen that look in 
her eyes when she was angry. And even if it never happened 
it could have. You’d have to be just plain stupid or naïve to 
pick a fight with Julia.” 

Passionate about equal rights, Julia always said a woman 
had to work “twice as hard as a man to get accepted. You 
can’t be an incompetent woman. If you are, the men will 
laugh you down the drain.” Women were also “sick of being 
a bug on the end of a pin,” she said, weary of the notion “that 
we should be something completely and startlingly different 
because we’re women. We’re not. We’re citizens. …But don’t 
try to get elected and just say, ‘Well, I’m a woman’—vote for 
me because I’m a woman; I have a special kind of intuition’ 
or this, that or something else. That’s stupid.…”

Early on, however, when she emerged as a power on the 
Cathlamet Town Council, she was disturbed to discover that 
“women have a fatalistic capacity of being extremely jealous 
of other women.” Decades later she was frustrated by the 
performance of Washington’s first female governor, the mercurial 
Dixy Lee Ray. “But I would never, in all my public days, have said 
one word against Governor Ray,” she said. At least for the record. 
“She’s an amateur,” Julia told her friend Henry Soike, the general 
manager of the Port of Grays Harbor, in 1980 when Governor 
Ray picked an ill-advised fight with Senator Magnuson. Dan 
Evans believes Julia would have been a first-rate governor, though 
she always said she couldn’t imagine it. She liked being a legislator. 
“I’m a creature of the House,” she always said.

In the 1940s at Olympia, when Julia campaigned to 
become chair of the House Roads & Bridges Committee, she 
confronted a lawmaker from Seattle who insisted he ought 
to have the job:

“Can’t I do the job?” she asked, staring him down. 
“Oh, yes.”
“Do you think I’ll be a good chairman?”
“Oh, yes, [but] I’m a man.…You’re a woman and you’re 

not from King County.”
“To hell with that!…You and I are both elected 

representatives and I’ve had more experience in the road 
and highway field—eight years in an engineer’s office.”

The Speaker of the House said they’d have to battle it out.
“I don’t intend to give up,” Julia promised.
She got the job. As usual.

She died in Cathlamet in 1988 at the age of 80. “No one 
ever represented her people better than Julia Butler Hansen,” 
said U.S. Senator Warren G. Magnuson, her friend since 
their days as Young Democrats in the 1930s. Saluting her as 
Washington’s “grand lady of politics and transportation,” the 
Legislature and Transportation Commission had voted to 
rename Wahkiakum County’s historic Puget Island Bridge 
in her honor. Congressman Don Bonker, her successor, 
pushed through a bill to rename the Columbian White-Tailed 
Deer Refuge west of Cathlamet in her memory. In 1989, she 
posthumously received Washington’s Medal of Merit. b

Julia Butler Hansen: A Trailblazing Washington Politician can be ordered online:

https://www.sos.wa.gov/store/#/detail/99

On a “cold and icy” day along the banks of the Columbia 
at the dawn of 1984, Julia reminisced in her diary about 
the day 24 years earlier when she arrived in Washington, 
D.C., to take her seat in Congress. As the Baltimore & 
Ohio passenger train chugged “past the frozen sumac bushes 
along the tracks,” she saw the Capitol “outlined against the 
cold winter sky. Feelings of amazement, challenge, humility, 
responsibility. I almost had to pinch myself.…That moment 
would never come again. Life would never be the same.…” 

Sometimes, Julia told her diary, she was filled with a feeling 
of accomplishment—yet “never in the measure I wanted 

because I was a woman & because I had been raised in a town 
beside a river in a family that spoke a Victorian language.” One 
day, after tidying up her desk and cleaning the refrigerator, 
she had a compulsion “to get busy writing” again. Should she 
tell her story like a novel or a memoir? “Maybe I can piece it 
all together. It might make possible some other girl’s success, 
for I didn’t come from wealth or guaranteed place. I was just 
plain me.” In truth, she was just plain extraordinary. How 
else to explain her rise from the Cathlamet Town Council 
to chairwoman of a powerful congressional appropriations 
committee—a first for a woman? 

Julia’s fearless pioneer grandmother and suffragist 
mother—elected county school superintendent at the age of 
23—were everything a purposeful girl could wish for in role 
models. When his mother was speaking, David Hansen says, 
it was like hearing the great-grandmother he never knew. “It 
reminds me of the mystic chords of memory that Lincoln 
spoke of, because my great-grandmother grew up talking with 
people who had been alive during the American Revolution.” 
His mother was steeped in history, and a sense of place. 

Cathlamet’s first permanent white settlers were Scotsman 
James Birnie, his wife Charlot and their 12 children. In 1846, 
the former Hudson’s Bay Company clerk opened a trading 
post, “Birnie’s Retreat,” overlooking the river. Charlot 
Birnie—half Kootenai and half French Canadian—was also 
conversational in Chinookan languages. “Renowned for 
her hospitality and her influence on the Lower Columbia,” 
Charlot was the progenitor of Wahkiakum County’s long 
tradition of female leadership. Her sister-in-law, Rose Birnie, 
was the county’s first schoolteacher.

The trappers, homesteaders, fishermen, sawmill men and 
loggers who settled in Wahkiakum County were a diverse lot: 
Scots, Scandinavians, Croatians, New Englanders and, by 
the 1880 Census, 533 Chinese cannery workers. Norwegians 
colonized Puget Island just across the Cathlamet Channel. 
The men who worked in the logging camps or crewed fishing 

vessels were gone a lot, which meant the womenfolk were on 
their own, running farms, chopping wood, cooking, sewing 
and schooling the children. 

When the Birnies arrived, the area’s indigenous people 
were in sharp decline. In the days of Chief Wahkiakum, 
Cathlamet was one of the largest Native American 
settlements west of the Cascades, with perhaps as many as 
a thousand inhabitants. The Europeans who traded beads 
and chisels for valuable furs, brought smallpox, malaria, 
measles, tuberculosis and other diseases for which the 
Natives had no immunity. The white man’s whiskey would 
prove destructive as well. In 1854, when Wahkiakum was 
one of the eight new counties created by the Territorial 
Legislature, a white official counted only 46 Native 
Americans in the area—11 men, 14 women, 15 enslaved 
people acquired from other tribes and six children. They 
were “continually shifting their residence up and down the 
river,” Governor Isaac Stevens was told. They posed “no 
hindrance to white settlement, only requiring from the 
government assurances that they be permitted to live and 
die where they were.” 

Historian Thomas Nelson Strong’s tales of early-day 
Cathlamet lit the wick of history in Julia Butler Hansen’s 
imagination when she was a little girl longing for adventure. 
Her lively blue-gray eyes seemed to sparkle as she imagined 
herself in Charlot Birnie’s huge canoe, “one of the wonders 
of the lower river.” Radiating “fire and energy,” Charlot 
set out with as many as 30 Indian paddlers on her annual 
expedition to Shoalwater Bay to hunt elk, dig clams and 
harvest cranberries. After a few weeks, the party would 
return by the same route. “Disposing of her gatherings and 
scattering her party, Mrs. Birnie would doff her Indian 
character and again assume her role as the grand dame of 
Birnie hall,” Strong wrote.

Long before her election to Congress in 1960, Julia 
demonstrated great respect and empathy for Native Americans, 
championing their rights and celebrating their culture in her 
books, poems, plays and pageants. Around the house, she 
wore moccasins instead of slippers. A pair of tiny moccasins 
was the first gift recorded in her Baby Book in 1907. 

Drawing on Birnie family reminiscences and ephemera, 
including traditional songs and her own poems, Julia helped 
celebrate Cathlamet’s Centennial in 1946 by writing and 
directing a play dedicated to Cathlamet’s pioneers. She 
reprised it for special occasions over the years, and often 
wrote “Birnie’s Retreat” below her signature when she 
autographed copies of Singing Paddles, the award-winning 
children’s book she wrote in 1934. 

What a storyteller she was.
You could practically write Julia Butler Hansen’s life story 
with anecdotes. Most are verifiably true. The rest plausible. 

Bob Bailey was talking with her on the steps of the U.S. 
Capitol in the 1960s when a lobbyist butted in, draping an 
arm over her shoulders. “Get your goddamn meat hooks off 
me!” she declared, slapping away his arm. “I’m not for sale!” 

You could practically write Julia Butler 
Hansen’s life story with anecdotes. Most 
are verifiably true. The rest plausible.
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HERITAGE CAPITAL PROJECTS GRANT PROGRAM SUPPORTS DIVERSE 
RANGE OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
Heritage Capital Projects (HCP) is a matching grant program of the Washington Legislature administered by the Washington 
State Historical Society to support preservation and restoration of landmarks in the Evergreen State. This round up of 
recently funded projects might inspire you to seek support for a project in your part of the state when the next application 
cycle rolls around in early 2022!

SUPPORT LOCAL HISTORY ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE NEXT CHAPTER
With facility closures, loss of revenue-generating activities, and reduced or eliminated public programs throughout most of 
2020, many local museums and historical societies are facing steep losses and the possibility of prolonged financial struggle. If 
you haven’t done so already and if you still have the means, please consider making a contribution to heritage organizations in 
your part of the Evergreen State. Staff and volunteers of many groups have remained on the job during the pandemic to collect 
artifacts and stories about this extraordinary time in every corner of Washington. In the coming year, it’s vital that these same 
groups are here for the next chapter, to help document our hundreds of communities as we recover from the pandemic, too.

Cutter Theatre in Metaline Falls
Outcroppings of exposed minerals, gold discovered 
in the 1850’s, and the arrival of the railroad in 1910 
necessitated the construction of a schoolhouse in 
Metaline Falls in Pend Oreille County. Kirtland Cutter 
designed the Metaline Falls School, and construction 
was completed in 1912. The school operated until 
1972 and was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1988. In 1991, the non-profit 
organization Cutter Theatre purchased the building and  
renovated it. 

Today it serves as a theatre, library, event venue, 
community center, small business incubator, art 
gallery, museum, and meeting space. Visitors can walk 

Northwest School of Wooden  
Boatbuilding in Port Hadlock
Washington’s traditions of craftsmanship and boat-
building are best passed along through hands-on teaching 
and active practice, and for 35 years, Northwest School 
of Wooden Boatbuilding (NWSWB) in Port Hadlock, 
Jefferson County, has fulfilled this mission. 

Students learn traditional skills while constructing 
boats, and some graduates go on to work building 
and restoring classic work boats, yachts, and National 
Landmark Vessels such as Adventuress and Virginia V, 
which are both also HCP grant recipients. 

Recently, NWSWB’s legacy was at risk due to the need 
for essential capital improvements. In 2018, NWSWB 
applied for a Heritage Capital Projects grant and received 
$360,000 in funds that were matched by more than 
$740,000 in community support. As an added bonus, 
the majority of these dollars benefitted the local economy 
directly, through contracts with local businesses. 

Work was completed in June 2019. New roofs and windows, along with repairs to pilings and the seawall, now protect the 
historic Westrem and McPherson buildings on the lower campus from weather and high tides. Upper campus additions and 
improvements have doubled the space for community workshops and lectures.

Sustained, vibrant activity in the boat shop classrooms serves the visiting public who attend free tours and community events. 
New interpretive signage augments self-guided audio and printed tours of the campus. There is no comparable institution in 
Washington that provides the same degree of education and formal training in these traditional skills.

More info: nwswb.edu

Yakima Valley Trolleys in Yakima
Yakima Valley Trolleys (YVT) has served Yakima and Selah’s tree-
fruit industry and trolley passengers since 1907 when the only other 
transportation option was a horse. In those early years, YVT played a 
major role in getting agricultural products and people to the Union 
Pacific Railroad Depot in Yakima. With over 40 miles of trolley lines, 
YVT was a state-of-the-art electric railroad that connected many 
popular destinations. 

As is often the case with transportation infrastructure, decades of 
deferred maintenance and lack of funding for restoration threatened 
the very existence of this system. However, the determination of a 
small group of volunteers prevented its demise, and today, YVT is a 
living museum displaying the area’s transportation heritage. 

Until recently, YVT had little financial support and survived 
only because of the dedication of an all-volunteer staff. In 2017, an 
appropriation of approximately $49,000 through HCP was matched 
by a $100,000 commitment from the City of Yakima.

Work included restoration of the 1911 Powerhouse Museum, 
the 1910 Car Barn Museum, the facility’s grounds, and the Selah 
trolley line, all of which showcase an important part of Yakima’s 
heritage while stimulating tourism and enhancing the local 
quality of life. Grant funds were also used to create signage for 
the museum property. The HCP-supported project began in June 
2017 and was completed in October 2019. 

More recently, YVT acquired Brill streetcar #160, the restoration 
of which has been prioritized for funding in the 2021-2023 HCP 
grant cycle.

More info: yakimavalleytrolleys.org

through history with self-guided tours of mining, railroad, logging, and rural schools exhibits, or schedule tours with 
period-costumed docents.

As part of the renovation in the early 1990s, the Metaline Falls School was re-roofed. However, by the time HCP applications 
were due in 2018, the life of the early 1990s shingles had been exceeded. Sporadic leaks had been repaired over the decades, 
but the entire roof was in need of replacement in order to protect the building. 

The Cutter Theatre solicited a conditional corporate grant of $35,000 from mining company Teck and pledged savings set 
aside for this project to meet HCP's required 2:1 match ratio. With these matching funds in place, the Washington Legislature 
appropriated $26,000 for the roof project, which was completed in August 2019.

More info: cuttertheatre.com

Vintage streetcar photo courtesy of Yakima Valley Trolleys in Yakima.

Photo courtesy of the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuildling in Port Hadlock.

Photo courtesy of the Cutter Theatre in Metaline Falls, located in the historic 
Metaline Falls School.
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COLUMBIA is proud to publish this excerpt from the graphic 
novel We Hereby Refuse: Japanese American Acts of Resistance 
During World War II.

“Every conversation you see in the book is drawn from the 
historical record,” co-author Frank Abe told me. “Whether it’s 
from the words of community leaders urging cooperation with 
forced eviction, or a Seattle Times photograph of Jim Akutsu’s 
immigrant father being put on a train to an alien internment 
camp, with wives and children screaming out their goodbyes in 
Japanese and English—it’s all real.”

Co-author Tamiko Nimura says the factual stories mean that 
We Hereby Refuse is an account of ordinary people facing 
extraordinary circumstances and simply making choices.

“A lot of our ideas about resisters have hardened into 
stereotypes or statues,” Nimura said. “These are human beings 
making human decisions.”

Feliks Banel, Editor

History at Home:  
Practicing Community History through Monuments
By Molly Wilmoth

This activity is adapted from Washington State Historical Society’s History at Home, a series of online lessons designed to serve families 
engaged in remote learning during the pandemic .
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EACH CITY, TOWN, AND COMMUNITY in Washington has its own 
unique history . Many communities recognize moments or 
people from their history with monuments, plaques, and 
markers . Some historical markers share only one perspective 
of a community’s history and leave out how others may have 
experienced the same event . Other markers include multiple 
viewpoints, highlight stories from different individuals or 
groups, or recognize challenging or triumphant moments 
in a community .

For example, a monument at Tshimakain near Spokane 
tells the story of missionary work . The viewpoint is the 
European settlers who wanted to convert Native Americans to 
Christianity . It leaves out the perspective of Native Americans .

Have you seen any of these physical historical markers, 
plaques or monuments in your community? 

Go out and find your community’s historical markers and 
decide for yourself if they accurately depict your community’s 
history . Then, consider how you might recognize that history 
differently by designing your own marker or monument . 

Prepare
With other members of your household, write down 
some things you already know about the history of your 
community . When was it founded? Who or what is it named 
after? What are some major events that impacted the town? 
Who are some notable people from your town’s past? If 
you’re unsure, that’s ok!

Find and visit a marker or monument in your community . If 
you haven’t seen a marker in your community, try looking up 
the name of your town or community online, and search along 
with words like “marker” or “monument .” Once you’ve found 
one that interests you, go visit!

Read and observe
Take a notebook with you when you visit the monument to 
record your thoughts . Read the marker carefully and look at 
the surroundings . Try drawing the marker noting details . You 
can even make a map of where it is located . What history 
does the marker describe? Does it describe something 
you’ve learned about?

Interpret and reflect
Whose viewpoint is represented by the history told by the 
marker? Does it leave out any other history you know about 
your community? How does the history described on the 
monument make you feel?

Extend your learning
Now that you’ve looked at one viewpoint about your 
community’s history, learn more! Visit the websites of your 
local historical society or museum to find stories of people and 
events of the past . Check out books about your community 
from the local library . Look online to see historical images 
and other resources, such as the Washington State Historical 
Society collection: https://www .washingtonhistory .org/
research/collections-search/ .

Synthesize and create
Having learned more about your community’s unique history, 
what do you think should be acknowledged with a monument 
or marker? Create a design that represents a historic event, 
individual, or group you think should be visible in your 
community . Write out what the text might say, and what 
image or images might be included, and describe where the 
marker should be located .

Share
Share your creations with WSHS by emailing your drawing 
and text to monuments@wshs .wa .gov . We may share it via 
WSHS social media!

A pyramid-shaped monument near Spokane marks the 19th century 
military route known as the Mullan Road. It was dedicated by the 
Washington State Historical Society in 1922. WSHS 1996.41.107.

The monument at the site of Tshimakain Mission in Stevens County was 
dedicated in 1908 by the Washington State Historical Society and the 
Congregational Churches of Washington; it commemorates just one point of 
view of missionary activities in what’s now Washington. WSHS 1996.41.13.
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COLUMBIA is honored to present 
this excerpt . Continue reading this 
important story in the full graphic 
novel, available through the Wing 
Luke Museum’s shop, your local 
independent bookseller, and all 
online sellers—and learn more about 
the project:

wingluke .org/we-hereby-refuse

This spring, Washington State History 
Museum will open the long-term 
gallery Remembrance: The Legacy of 
Executive Order 9066 in Washington 
State. Explore the intergenerational 
impacts of incarceration during 
World War II through stories and 
objects contributed by the Japanese 
American community . More 
information:

WashingtonHistory .org/remembrance 
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TOP: Herminia Mendez developed and hosted the first Spanish-language radio broadcast in the Pacific Northwest in the early 1950s over station KREW 
in Sunnyside. Courtesy Erasmo C. Gamboa.

BOTTOM: Gordo’s Tacos served Mexican dishes in the Food Circus at the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair. Courtesy Erasmo C. Gamboa.

After World War II, the growing Mexican American 
community in the Yakima Valley gravitated toward the 
grange halls that had been built by cooperative community 
organizations in the late 19th and early 20th century. 

By the 1950s and despite their best efforts, those local 
grange halls, which had once been important social, 
political, and organizational meeting places to rural farming 
communities, had started to slowly lose their relevancy.  

As noted in part one of this series, young men migrated 
across the Cascades to “the coast,” where more promising 
industrial employment called. Additionally, due to the 
growing intrusion of modern outside corporate agricultural 
conglomerates such as California Packing, Del Monte, 
Stokely-Van Camp, Green Giant, and Sick’s Brewing of 
Seattle, the local independent grange organizations began 
to lose membership and struggled to remain financially 
secure.  At local high schools, the once ubiquitous blue 
corduroy Future Farmers of American jackets worn by 
young men, and the FFA clubs they represented, dwindled 
until practically nonexistent. 

At the same time, the solidifying Latino communities 
began to rent local grange halls for private dances, 
weddings, and other familial and community celebrations. 
The grange venues suited the needs of the Latinos in many 

respects. They had abundant space for live music and 
dances, kitchen facilities, and ample space for parking. 
They also offered privacy not found among the local white 
and, at times, racially intolerant communities. Some halls, 
such as the popular McKinley Grange outside of Toppenish 
or the Waneta Grange between Sunnyside and Mabton 
were in the country away from overzealous police patrols. 
In effect, Latinos repurposed the local granges from serving 
the interests of white farmers to meeting their own social 
needs such as kinship, mutual welfare aid, and community 
solidarity.  Today, some of these once important spaces are 
closed, dilapidated and for sale. Eventually, they will likely 
be razed. But until then, they remain witness to another 
telling era of Yakima’s interethnic social history. 

Of course, other fraternal organizations with ample 
meeting spaces existed in most valley communities, but 
for the most part they were unwelcoming to the newly 
arrived Spanish-speaking community.  Even the Catholic 
parishes were careful not to overextend themselves to the 
expanding predominance of Catholic Latinos for fear of 
alienating the patronage of key white farmers who served 
on the church councils.  

In time and as the community grew, commercial public 
for-profit dances began to be organized away from the 

In the second part of a three-part series on Latino history in  
Washington, Erasmo C. Gamboa examines the post-World War II growth  
of communities in the Yakima Valley, as well as migration to the Seattle area.

Part Two

By Erasmo C. Gamboa

LATINO PAST 
       and PRESENT
in Washington State History
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TOP: Mary Carranza moved from Eastern Washington to Seattle to take 
a job at Gordo’s Tacos during the 1962 World’s Fair. Courtesy Erasmo C. 
Gamboa.

BOTTOM: Famous World’s Fair visitor Elvis Presley, who shot scenes for 
a film there, autographed a scrap of paper for Mary Carranza. Courtesy 
Erasmo C. Gamboa.

grange halls and instead at former skating rinks and other 
large local venues. These extremely popular dances were 
well attended by Latinos from communities outside of 
Yakima, drawn by the opportunity to dance to the music 
of popular Tejano touring musical bands.  Latino dance 
promoters capitalized on the absence of culturally relevant 
forms of entertainment to establish the popular El Baile 
Grande in Sunnyside and La Puerta Negra in Toppenish.  

The formation of the Yakima Valley Latino communities 
is impressive by other measures.  By the early 1950s, the first 
Spanish-language radio broadcast in the Pacific Northwest 
aired via KREW in Sunnyside. Herminia Mendez, who 
developed the program and served as the broadcaster, 
became a well-known and popular pioneering woman in 
Spanish-language radio and business.  She singlehandedly 
and convincingly sought out local and other major program 
sponsors to expand her program from a 30-minute, once 
a week broadcast to an extended daily broadcast that aired 
for many years. Amid repetitive farm news, country and 
western music, and politically conservative commentator 
Paul Harvey, KREW now offered a refreshing departure to 
Latino radio listeners.

Latinos in Yakima, the Tri-Cities, and Columbia Basin 
towns now had their own Spanish-language radio hour. 
Soon, additional stations, including KENE in Toppenish 
and KARY in Prosser, added to this important cultural 
breakthrough by introducing their own Spanish programs.  
The importance of Spanish-language radio cannot be 
overemphasized because the emerging Latino community 
could now communicate and connect via broadcast media, 
which challenged the experience of cultural isolation in 
an exclusively white, English-speaking—and sometimes 
alienating—community.

The children of the families that migrated to Yakima 
during the Great Depression, World War II, and the 
post-war era grew up in the shadow of extremely difficult 
times. To a degree, these young Latino men and women 
experienced incidents of racial disequilibrium in white 
majority schools, limiting interpersonal ethnic relations, 
and barriers to non-farm employment. Considering their 
subordination, they understood the futility of trying to 
improve their social and economic status by remaining in 
Yakima’s small ethnically bifurcated farming communities.  

As their parents before them, they, too, started to out-
migrate to other just-developing Columbia Basin farming 
towns such as Othello, Royal City, Moses Lake and Quincy.  
Here, they replicated the pattern of forging their own 
culturally distinct communities. Soon, Zavala’s restaurant 
opened in Othello on Highway 24. In Moses Lake, Latinos 
organized the Latino Club to sponsor social activities for 
the members, give Christmas presents to needy children, 
and eventually to purchase their own building at the Grant 
County fairgrounds.

Not every Latino left the Yakima Valley for adjacent 
farming communities.  Each wave of white workers arriving 
to Seattle to take jobs in the shipyards or at Boeing, 

building homes or in retail sales during the war and post-
war years was accompanied by Latinos from small Yakima 
Valley farming communities. As happened among the 
majority white youth, Seattle’s war and post-war industrial 
boom also uprooted young Latinos from Yakima to settle 
in King and Pierce counties.

This third intra-state phase of migration became a key 
point in the development of Seattle’s Latino community.  
Latinos began moving to Seattle during World War II 
until the recession of 1946, when Boeing employment fell 
from nearly 45,000 workers to slightly more than 10,000.  
Shipyards, where vessels of all classes were built during 
the war, also discharged many workers in the post-war 
economic slump.  

Frank Jaime came from Wyoming to Yakima County, 
and then during the war worked at Todd Pacific Shipyard 
in Tacoma. As happened to others in 1946, Jaime was laid 
off from the shipyard, and once again found himself doing 
farm work back in Yakima. Of course, not everyone left 
their industrial jobs after the war, and some Latinos decided 
to make Seattle their home. Victor Elizondo was one of 
them. Originally from New Mexico and a highly decorated 
World War II turret gunner and radio operator on a B-17 
Flying Fortress, Elizondo also went to work at Boeing, and 
remained in Seattle with his family for the rest of his life.  

Latino war workers, together with some veterans 
discharged at Fort Lewis, Fort Lawton, or other military 

bases, moved into public housing in Seattle’s High Point 
and Yesler Terrace developments until they could purchase 
homes around Georgetown, Roxbury, White Center, and 
South Park neighborhoods. In time, these areas became 
more affordable as increasingly more affluent white middle-
class families migrated to newly established suburban areas 
north and south of the city.  Regardless, in time, Latinos 
changed the ethnic diversity of some Seattle neighborhood 
communities by integrating among Asian American, 
African American, and white residential zones. This was 
particularly true of Seattle’s public housing projects.

A turning point in Seattle’s Latino community came 
with the post-World War II and Korean War economic 
recoveries. In 1957, Boeing employment at Renton and 

Seattle, its two main aircraft manufacturing plants, 
surpassed the peak number of men and women working 
for the aerospace manufacturer during World War II. The 
Boeing Boom of the 1960s brought many more aspiring 
Latino workers from across the country into neighborhoods 
adjacent to the Renton and Seattle plants.

Latinos gravitated to South Seattle for reasons other 
than employment, and some carved out an economic niche 
by opening Mexican restaurants. Chester Espinoza opened 
one of the first Mexican restaurants in Seattle in 1954, 
but he wasn’t the only Latino entrepreneur in the area at 
that time. Twenty-five year-old Daniel G. Campos arrived 
in Seattle in 1957. A year later, he and his brother David 
opened Campos Mexican Restaurant on Roosevelt Way in 
the University District. Campos Restaurant remained in 
business until 1983.

The names of Seattle’s early downtown Mexican 
restaurants—La Casita, Taco House, Campos—are telling 
of the first generation of business owners. They were 
Mexican American. Years later, another generation of 
restaurateurs entered Seattle’s dining industry. They 
were not migrants but Mexican-born, and the names of 
their businesses, such as El Tapatio, Mazatlan, Azteca, 
Guadalajara, and Jalisco, reflect their immigrant origins 
and the growing diversity of Seattle Latinos.   

Others gravitated to Seattle as well. When Maria 
“Mary” Carranza and a friend, freshly graduated from 

Mabton High School, learned that food vendors at the 
1962 World’s Fair needed workers, they headed for Seattle. 
Maria quickly landed a position as a waitress alongside 
two other female Mexican tortilla makers brought up from 
Anaheim, California at Gordo’s Tacos in the Food Circus. 
Today, Carranza reflects that the experience of working at 
the Seattle World's Fair was important, but more valuable 
is her coveted autograph signed to “Mary” from famous fair 
visitor Elvis Presley.

Unlike Ballard and some North Seattle neighborhoods, 
the central and southern parts of the city were made 
up of clusters of blue-collar working-class immigrant 
families living alongside immigrant and second-generation 
Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, African American, and Italian 

When Maria “Mary” Carranza and a friend, freshly graduated from Mabton High 
School, learned that food vendors at the 1962 World’s Fair needed workers, they 
headed for Seattle. Carranza reflects that the experience of working at the Seattle 
World Fair was important, but more valuable is her coveted autograph signed to 
“Mary” from famous fair visitor Elvis Presley.
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families. South Seattle’s diverse cultural and social matrix 
of restaurants, bars, and community centers helped soften 
the Latino transition to Seattle. Key to understanding 
why Latinos gravitated south also had much to do with 
the location of welcoming gathering places such as Holy 
Rosary, Holy Family, and Our Lady of Guadalupe parishes 
along with various Knights of Columbus halls, and the 
Veterans of Foreign War Lodge 3075 in White Center.   

In the following years, a discernible concentration 
of Latinos began to settle in West Seattle and in other 
neighborhoods south of the city. The Manuel Barron 
family was one of them. Barron arrived in Seattle in the 
last years of the Great Depression, served in the Army, 
and later resided north of downtown near Lake City. 
When asked in an interview why he relocated to South 
Seattle, he replied, “That’s where the Mexicanos lived.” 
Eventually, Manuel Barron opened Barron’s Barbershop 
at 5609 Fourth Avenue South, and it soon became the 
neighborhood hub of information, gossip, and news for 
South Seattle Latinos.  

Victor Elizondo, the decorated World War II Army Air 
Corps veteran, purchased a home at 8619 20th Avenue SW 
in the Delridge neighborhood of West Seattle. At the time, 
these were areas where the rising Latino community could 
purchase reasonably priced so-called “Boeing box” homes 
within their means.

 

Not too far away, the Airport Way Market at 6249 Airport 
Way South seized on demand for Mexican food products 
in the developing Latino community and began stocking 
tortillas, pan dulce and chorizo trucked over from El Ranchito, 
the restaurant and tortilla factory in Zillah, Washington. 

Following the example of Eastern Washington 
communities and before television became commonplace, 
cinemas in the Seattle area set aside Sundays to feature 
Mexican movies for the Latino audience.  The Beaux Arts 
Theatre located at 5608 Rainier Avenue South featured 
two Spanish-language movies every Sunday afternoon. 
However, the Beaux Arts and other small theaters soon 
lost out to the growing popularity of television programing 
and the affordability of television sets.  The shift to home 
entertainment among Latinos, and the general public, 
caught the attention of Radio Supply Company located 
in Georgetown. A poorly written Spanish Radio Supply 
Company advertisement directed at the Latino community 
read:  “ T.V. TUBOS/DE TELVACIN 
D E S C U N T O / 4 0 %  D I S C O U N T ! /
GUARANTICADOS.” 

By 1967, residents in the growing South 
Seattle Latino community organized the 
Club Social Hispano-Americano by drawing 
on their experience with social mutual aid 
organizations in Eastern Washington.  Years 
before the Hispanic Seafair Queen, the Club 
Social Hispano-Americano promoted Raquel 
Saragoza as their own “Queen”—along with 
“Princesses” Renata Valle and Maryanne 
Medina—to represent Seattle’s Spanish-
speaking community at local events.  The 
club also began to set the stage for popular 
community social events by sponsoring 
bailes grandes, a term also borrowed from 
El Baile Grande, the popular dance hall in 
Sunnyside.  These “dress up” dances held in 
rented halls were well attended, as audiences 
were drawn to live music performed by 
a Seattle band called The 6 Latinos.  On 
weekends, the burgeoning community 
also started to arrange picnics in Seattle 
parks that went beyond building social 
relationships and functioned as a nexus for 
political discussion and for strategizing ways 
to advance the needs of Latinos.

Also in 1967, local Latino World War 
II and Korean War veterans followed suit 
and organized the Seattle chapter of the 
nationwide G.I. Forum to work alongside the 
Club Social Hispano-Americano. By 1971, the 
Club Social Hispano-Americano morphed 
into a more energetic and politically centered 
El Club Latino of Seattle, alongside another 
group called Equal Opportunity for Spanish 

Speaking Americans of Seattle, led by Keo Capestany. 
These two upper working-class organizations went beyond 
planning social get-togethers and emerged to work on behalf 
of improving many aspects of the lives of the city’s Latinos.  
A year later, these organizations brought Latinos together at 
the Washington Plaza Hotel in Seattle—now the Westin—to 
hear keynote speakers Mayor Wes Uhlman of Seattle and 
Governor Daniel J. Evans address their concerns.

The groundwork laid by these early Spanish-speaking 
organizations eventually drew the attention of city and 
county officials.  Consequently, when Seattle’s 1960s era 
Model Cities Program was extended beyond the Central 
Area to include the southeast neighborhood encompassing 
Beacon Hill, Holly Park and Rainier Vista, officials 
appointed former Wapato resident John Ybarra as director. 
Not by coincidence, the neighborhood became the site, 
years later, of the Latino community center known as El 
Centro de la Raza. b 

ABOVE: The Latino Club in Moses Lake sponsored social activities for members in the 1950s, including distributing Christmas presents to needy children. 
Courtesy Erasmo C. Gamboa.

BELOW: The Club Hispano-Americano was a social and civic organization founded in Seattle in 1967, inspired by similar mutual-aid societies created 
earlier by Latinos in Eastern Washington communities. Courtesy Erasmo C. Gamboa.

Ads for businesses in South Seattle in the 1960s include those owned by Latinos, and 
those looking to appeal to Latino customers. Courtesy Erasmo C. Gamboa.
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TOP: Promotional photo for Richards Cameras and Portrait 
Studios from February 1960. Tacoma Public Library, 
D124987-7.

BOTTOM: Photograph taken in 1958 from in front of the 
Security Building at 917 Pacific Avenue in Tacoma, looking 
south toward the intersection of Pacific and 10th. Tacoma 
Public Library, D113104-6.

ABOVE LEFT: In September 1941, David Miller (far left) and Chief Jobe Charley (far right), the 81-year-old patriarch of the Yakima Nation’s Great Council, came 
with their wives to federal court in Tacoma to plead the case for their treaty fishing rights. Mr. Miller’s wife Bessie Charley-Miller is seated next to him. Tacoma 
Public Library, D11917-1.

ABOVE RIGHT: Jazz greats (left to right) Art Mineo on bass, Joe “Flip” Phillips on tenor saxophone, Oscar Peterson on piano and Bill Harris on trombone deliver 
sweet sounds for the opening of Tacoma’s newly remodeled New Yorker Cafe in November of 1951. Tacoma Public Library, D62304-4.

BELOW LEFT: In 1942, Friends bid farewell to 418 Japanese American Tacoma residents departing by train from Union Station for the Pinedale Assembly Center in 
California and wartime incarceration. Tacoma Public Library, D12799-4.

BELOW RIGHT: Harold Moss, Tacoma’s first Black mayor, was photographed in May 1968 with three unidentified members of his staff at the Central Area 
Employment Office. The office was established to help inner city residents obtain jobs. Tacoma Public Library, D154074-4R. 

The Richards Studio Collection, obtained by Tacoma Public Library in 
1989, is comprised of over 800,000 images, including 513,000 negatives, 

slides, and stereoscopic views, plus an additional 315,000 photographic 
prints. The collection is the work of numerous photographers who worked 
in the Tacoma studio between 1917 and 1980. 

In its time, the Richards Studio was considered the premier commercial 
photography studio in the South Sound, employing as many as 35 
photographers across five different studios, including one at Fort Lewis. It 
was founded by 19-year old Turner Richards. Three of Turner's brothers—
Bob, Ed and Nelson, plus various other family members—participated in the 
business. The family’s interest in photography dated to Turner’s father Paul 
Richards and his uncle Byron Aldrich, who in 1898 were some of Tacoma’s 
earliest photographers.

Studio photographers captured scenes of daily life for local newspapers 
such as the Tacoma Times, Tacoma News Tribune, and the Bremerton Sun. 
The collection’s content ranges from the evolution of the local lumber 
and sawmill industry that produced pulp, paper, and plywood (which was 
invented in Tacoma), to brewing, shipbuilding, candy-making, agriculture, 
and more. 

The collection also documents other historically significant events in 
Tacoma, such as the Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapse in 1940; Japanese 
American incarceration during World War II; the Weyerhaeuser kidnapping 
in 1935; as well as presidential and celebrity visits. As it happens, Richards 
was also the first studio in the nation to introduce the concept of the 
wedding album.  

Of course, the studio photographed Tacoma’s rich and prominent 
families, but fortunately for us, they also captured images of the region’s rich 
cultural diversity. The collection contains images that depict early immigrant 
communities and Indigenous peoples, with particular emphasis on the 
nearby Puyallup Tribe.  

Images from the Richards Studio Collection have appeared in films, 
documentaries, books, and numerous publications. Since acquiring the 
collection in 1989, Tacoma Public Library has worked to find ways to make 
it accessible to the public. What has been digitized has proved important, but 
further digitization, preservation and conservation work is necessary—this is 
a rare collection that depicts many facets of Western Washington’s history.

Richards Studio Collection images that have been digitized—and other 
images from the Tacoma Public Library’s collection—can be found at  
www.tacomalibrary.org.
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TOP: Shorey's Old Book Store, circa 1895, at the northwest corner of 
Third Avenue and Cherry Street in downtown Seattle in a building 
that housed the retailer from 1891 to 1922. MOHAI, Seattle 
Historical Society Collection, SHS1317. 

LEFT: Newspaper obituary for Samuel F. Shorey, 1932. Public domain.

OPPOSITE: Shorey's produced and distributed inexpensive reprints 
of otherwise hard to find or expensive works related to Northwest 
history and culture. Public domain.
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By Knute Berger
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Born in the USA: A Story of Japanese America, 1889-1947 by Frank Chin, 

Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2002.

 Free to Die For Their Country: The Story of the Japanese American Draft 
Resisters in World War II by Eric Muller, Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press, 2001 .

 Imprisoned Apart: The World War II Correspondence of an Issei Couple by Louis 
Fiset, Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 1997 .

No-No Boy by John Okada, Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 
1957 .

 They Call Me Moses Masaoka by Mike Masaoka with Bill Hosokawa, New York, 
NY: William Morrow, 1987 .
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Governors of Washington by George W . Scott, Seattle, WA: Civitas Press, 2012 .

 On Capitol Hill, The Struggle to Reform Congress and its Consequences by 
Julian E . Zelizer, Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 2004 . 

Speaker of the House: The Political Career and Times of John L. O’Brien by 
Daniel Jack Chasan, Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 1989 .

 Warren G. Magnuson and the Shaping of Twentieth-Century America by Shelby 
Scates, Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 1997 .

LATINO PAST AND PRESENT: PART TWO
Flood Tide of Empire: Spain and the Pacific Northwest, 1543-1819 by Warren L . 

Cook . New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1973 .

Latino Heritage of Greater Seattle: Intensive Level Survey Documentation 
and Illustrated Historic Context Statement by Artifacts Consulting, 
Inc .; Washington Trust for Historic Preservation; and Washington 
State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation . Olympia, 
WA: Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation, 2019 .

Mexican Labor and World War II: Braceros in the Pacific Northwest, 1942-1947, 
Second Edition by Erasmo Gamboa . Seattle, WA: University of Washington 
Press, 2000 .

Nosotros: The Hispanic People of Oregon by Erasmo Gamboa and Carolyn M . 
Buan, editors . Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press, 1995 .

MAPS & LEGENDS: WHIST-ALKS WAY
“Hang Them All”: George Wright And The Plateau Indian War by D .L . Cutler, 

Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 2016 .

Ka-Mi-akin, The Last Hero of the Yakimas by A .J . Splawn, Caldwell, ID: Caxton 
Press, 1958 .

“The River Gives Us Our Way of Life” by M . Hill, from The Spokane River, 
edited by Paul Lindholdt, Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 
2018 .

Warrior of the Mist: A title suggested by Lucullus Virgil McWhorter: A 
biography of Qualchan, Chief Owhi’s Son by T.G. Boyden, Fairfield, WA: 
Ye Galleon Press, 1996 .

I was slow to learn to read, but when it kicked 
in I was also old enough to explore what was 

then a wonderful collection of downtown Seattle 
used bookshops. I think it was my father who first 
took me to Shorey’s, located then on lower Third 
Avenue. I was used to browsing the shelves of my 
library in Columbia City with its smell of oak 
furniture, or scanning the offerings of the old Fred-
erick & Nelson lending library while my mother 
shopped for dress patterns, but it was Shorey’s that 
opened my senses to the world of books. 

There were miles of ceiling-high shelves of 
books on all subjects. I think my father was on 
an errand to find an uncommon edition of the 
explorations of Alexander MacKenzie who beat 
Lewis and Clark across the continent. He was 
said to be a distant relation. One of my earliest 
purchases was a cheap edition of a book that seemed to 
promise an introduction to the taboo—it was the 1960s, after 
all: Thomas De Quincy’s Confessions of an English Opium-Eater. 
I remember it was tucked on a high, dusty shelf reached only 
by a ladder in a dim back corner.

Shorey’s was a feast for the bibliophile’s eye, it appealed 
to one’s inner Howard Carter to explore its back alleys for 
treasure entombed in quantity. The smell of paper, leather, 
and dust of books piled high was intoxicating. One didn’t just 
explore Shorey’s, one inhaled it.

The store was founded in the 1890s and run by two 
brothers, Sam and William Shorey. When Sam died at age 80 
in 1932 after a fall on a snow-covered Seattle street, a Seattle 
Times obituary described him as “the little old man with a 

skullcap” who was mourned by book lovers and students for 
his decades of bookselling.

For more than a century, Shorey’s was a Seattle mainstay. 
The bookstore prided itself on acquiring local collections and 
selling rare editions, but also for trying to put books in the 
hands of as many people as possible. In the early 1980s, John 
Todd, Jr., a relative of Sam Shorey, owned and ran the place. 
He once told me that he believed his job was to match every 
book with its ideal owner. For every book, there was someone 
just waiting to own it. It didn’t matter if it sold for $1 or $1,000. 

That was part of Shorey’s appeal. It wasn’t the snobby 
antiquarian store one might encounter in New York where you 
had to be buzzed in to enter a literary sanctum sanctorum. Yes, 
they catered to collectors, but they also held frequent sales to 
move masses of volumes. 

In the pre-Internet days, Shorey’s was known for diligence 
in tracking down books (they eventually located a copy of the 
MacKenzie book for my father). In the mid-1960s, with new 
“electronic copiers” available, they took to resurrecting out-
of-print titles that were in high demand. We’re not talking 
about rarities of Shakespeare’s First Folio kind but mainly works 
of Northwest Americana that were uncommon and beyond 
the ability of the every-person to buy or find. A Seattle Times 
story by historian Lucile McDonald in 1964 reported that the 
first reprint listed in their catalog was “a 1949 pamphlet by  

S. L. Glover, ‘Origins and Occurrence of Gemstones 
in Washington,’ issued by the state and no longer 
available.” That was followed by inexpensive and 
cheaply bound reprints of books on mining, geology, 
Northwest Native history and culture, the Klondike 
gold rush, and more. They copied original books 
provided by collectors to create inexpensive and often 
cheaply bound editions. These were books not for 
collectors of books, but for collectors of knowledge.

In the early 1980s, I did some freelance work 
for Shorey’s. I helped with some catalog copy and 
I wrote jacket blurbs for some reprints of books I 
no longer remember. I took my pay in trade to feed 
my own book habit. I remember touring cluttered 
behind-the-scenes spaces where employees worked 
and piles of books were stored. I once encountered 
an elderly man perched on a stool heating his 
lunch—a pot of soup—over a single alcohol burner. 
I swear he was wearing a shawl over his thin 
shoulders. It was a picture right out of Charles 
Dickens. Some of Shorey’s employees were as 
antiquarian as the books.

In its final years, Shorey’s struggled to survive as 
the used book business became more specialized. 
A store requiring a vast inventory of low-demand 
books wasn’t likely to endure with rising rents, 
and Shorey’s eventually abandoned downtown for 
Fremont. By the year 2000, Amazon had already 
become the nation’s top bookseller, while Shorey’s 
folded its bricks and mortar—and its shelves and 
ladders—after more than a century of playing biblio-
matchmaker to Seattle’s readers.

Efficiency finally defeated art. But for some 
of us, the sensations of the old ways linger. A 
Kindle just doesn’t have the same smell as my old 
DeQuincy. b
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WHO WAS WHIST-ALKS?
Spokane Tribe moves to honor women warriors  
in re-naming of Fort George Wright Drive to 
Whist-alks Way 
By Margo Hill 

TOP: New signage was installed in Spokane in February 2021 for 
Whist-alks Way, formerly called Fort George Wright Drive. The 
spelling of “Whistalks” on the signs—with no hyphen, which is 
different than how “Whist-alks” appears in print—was dictated by 
city signage regulations. Andrew Goldman photo.

BOTTOM: As part of naming Whist-alks Way, the City of Spokane 
prepared this map showing the route of what used to be called Fort 
George Wright Drive. City of Spokane.

In 2020, the Spokane Tribe culminated a years-long effort to rename Fort George 
Wright Drive in the City of Spokane in tribute to a native woman warrior called 
Whist-alks. Margo Hill of the Spokane Tribe shared this portrait of Whist-alks, 
which she prepared as part of the renaming process.

With the naming of Whist-alks Way, the Spokane 
Tribe moves to honor not only our native women 

from the battlefields of the 1800s, but to also honor 
the Spokane tribal women of our families today. We 
honor the female warriors who daily fight to protect and 
preserve our culture, our lifeways, our families, our lands, 
our environment, and our tribe.

Whist-alks was the daughter of Chief Polotkin and 
wife of Qualchan. This marriage union brought peace 
and stability to the region. Her family was known for 
their intelligence and good looks, and her beauty is 
famous to this day, as first told by Qualchan’s sister Mary 
to an early historian. 

Whist-alks, whose name means “Walks in a Dress,” 
rode alongside her husband Qualchan. They wore their 
“finery of beaded buckskin” as they rode into Colonel 
Wright’s camp. Whist-alks took up Qualchan’s beaded 
medicine staff with feathers. The chiefs and headmen 
usually carry them in ceremonies. Mary spoke “it was Qualchan’s 
custom to have Whist-alks ride with him and she carried his medicine 
staff.” The Yakamas told the story of Whist-alks, who also served as a 
warrior. “Looking up,” historian A.J. Splawn later wrote, a soldier “saw 
Qualchan’s [wife] cutting her way through the troops with a sword she 
had seized from one of them.” 

Author T.G. Boyden wrote that Whist-alks described how “two 
soldiers entered the tent and grasped her husband at the head and 
shoulders, threw him on his back and bound him with cords.” Whist-alks 
stated, “I tried to cut one soldier with my knife, but another one kicked 
the knife out of my hand and then a great number of soldiers crowded 
in, overpowered us.” Whist-alks said that when she saw the rope go over 
Qualchan’s head, she knew all was lost. Grabbing a sabre from a soldier, 
she prepared to leave the camp. Qualchan was hanged.

Tribal people later recounted the story of Whist-alks in the moments 
of her husband Qualchan’s death. Her horse became nervous under the 
stress and strain of the disturbance, but she kept it well in control and 
proudly waited in the saddle for her fate to be disclosed. The soldier 

indicated she could move on. Whist-alks swung her horse 
around, to a position where she could face the officer in 
charge in front of Wright’s tent. Then, lifting the medicine 
staff, she struck the staff into the ground. She reined her 
horse about and rode in quiet dignity out of camp.

Whist-alks went into Flathead country, joining buffalo 
hunts east of the Rockies, where battles with the Blackfoot 
Tribe were common. Later, she returned and lived her final 
years at the mouth of the Spokane River. 



REMEMBRANCEREMEMBRANCE
The Legacy of Executive Order 9066 in Washington State

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY MUSEUM

1911 PACIFIC AVENUE, DOWNTOWN TACOMA

253-272-9747 or (toll-free) 1-888-BE-THERE

WashingtonHistory .org

Generous support for Remembrance has 
been provided by the Kip Tokuda Civil  
Liberties Public Education Program and by 
The Norcliffe Foundation .

Opening at the Washington State History Museum in spring 2021 

For more information: WashingtonHistory.org/remembrance

REMEMBRANCE


