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COLUMBIA is proud to publish this excerpt from the graphic 
novel We Hereby Refuse: Japanese American Acts of Resistance 
During World War II.

“Every conversation you see in the book is drawn from the 
historical record,” co-author Frank Abe told me. “Whether it’s 
from the words of community leaders urging cooperation with 
forced eviction, or a Seattle Times photograph of Jim Akutsu’s 
immigrant father being put on a train to an alien internment 
camp, with wives and children screaming out their goodbyes in 
Japanese and English—it’s all real.”

Co-author Tamiko Nimura says the factual stories mean that 
We Hereby Refuse is an account of ordinary people facing 
extraordinary circumstances and simply making choices.

“A lot of our ideas about resisters have hardened into 
stereotypes or statues,” Nimura said. “These are human beings 
making human decisions.”

Feliks Banel, Editor

History at Home:  
Practicing Community History through Monuments
By Molly Wilmoth

This activity is adapted from Washington State Historical Society’s History at Home, a series of online lessons designed to serve families 
engaged in remote learning during the pandemic .
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EACH CITY, TOWN, AND COMMUNITY in Washington has its own 
unique history . Many communities recognize moments or 
people from their history with monuments, plaques, and 
markers . Some historical markers share only one perspective 
of a community’s history and leave out how others may have 
experienced the same event . Other markers include multiple 
viewpoints, highlight stories from different individuals or 
groups, or recognize challenging or triumphant moments 
in a community .

For example, a monument at Tshimakain near Spokane 
tells the story of missionary work . The viewpoint is the 
European settlers who wanted to convert Native Americans to 
Christianity . It leaves out the perspective of Native Americans .

Have you seen any of these physical historical markers, 
plaques or monuments in your community? 

Go out and find your community’s historical markers and 
decide for yourself if they accurately depict your community’s 
history . Then, consider how you might recognize that history 
differently by designing your own marker or monument . 

Prepare
With other members of your household, write down 
some things you already know about the history of your 
community . When was it founded? Who or what is it named 
after? What are some major events that impacted the town? 
Who are some notable people from your town’s past? If 
you’re unsure, that’s ok!

Find and visit a marker or monument in your community . If 
you haven’t seen a marker in your community, try looking up 
the name of your town or community online, and search along 
with words like “marker” or “monument .” Once you’ve found 
one that interests you, go visit!

Read and observe
Take a notebook with you when you visit the monument to 
record your thoughts . Read the marker carefully and look at 
the surroundings . Try drawing the marker noting details . You 
can even make a map of where it is located . What history 
does the marker describe? Does it describe something 
you’ve learned about?

Interpret and reflect
Whose viewpoint is represented by the history told by the 
marker? Does it leave out any other history you know about 
your community? How does the history described on the 
monument make you feel?

Extend your learning
Now that you’ve looked at one viewpoint about your 
community’s history, learn more! Visit the websites of your 
local historical society or museum to find stories of people and 
events of the past . Check out books about your community 
from the local library . Look online to see historical images 
and other resources, such as the Washington State Historical 
Society collection: https://www .washingtonhistory .org/
research/collections-search/ .

Synthesize and create
Having learned more about your community’s unique history, 
what do you think should be acknowledged with a monument 
or marker? Create a design that represents a historic event, 
individual, or group you think should be visible in your 
community . Write out what the text might say, and what 
image or images might be included, and describe where the 
marker should be located .

Share
Share your creations with WSHS by emailing your drawing 
and text to monuments@wshs .wa .gov . We may share it via 
WSHS social media!

A pyramid-shaped monument near Spokane marks the 19th century 
military route known as the Mullan Road. It was dedicated by the 
Washington State Historical Society in 1922. WSHS 1996.41.107.

The monument at the site of Tshimakain Mission in Stevens County was 
dedicated in 1908 by the Washington State Historical Society and the 
Congregational Churches of Washington; it commemorates just one point of 
view of missionary activities in what’s now Washington. WSHS 1996.41.13.




