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QUILTS ARE A UNIQUE AND COZY WAY to share history. You may 
even have a quilt in your home that shares family memories and 
keeps you warm. 

We usually think of a quilt as a blanket made up of smaller pieces 
of fabric (especially square pieces) sewn together in a pattern or 
patchwork. Each of the squares in a quilt can have its own design, 
telling its own story. Some quilts are made by one person. Others 
are made by groups of friends, or entire communities, with each 
person creating a square to add to the group's quilt.  

The image on a quilt square—the design made from different 
pieces of fabric—could represent a lot of things. It might show 
where the person lived when they were sewing. It might represent 
their family, their friends, a person they miss, or even a pet! It 
might tell a story about what they like to do for fun, or teach 
about symbols such as the alphabet. Because quilts are often given 
as gifts, or passed down through families, those memories can be 
shared with future generations even after the person who made 
the quilt is gone.

Try making your own quilt square! Think of a memory you'd like 
to share—a family story, or something else important to you. 
How would you use shapes to make a picture to share that story? 
Create your own patchwork story by cutting shapes out of paper 
and gluing them together on a paper square ( just like quilt makers 
sew pieces of fabric together!). Or, you can draw your quilt square 
on a piece of paper. If you sew, or if someone in your home or 
community is a quilter, you could even create a fabric quilt square. 
No matter what method you use, your quilt square will be a 
unique way to record and share your special memory!

Need inspiration or want to see what other Washington quilters 
have made in the past? The Historical Society has many quilts in 
its collection that you can see by searching the digital collections 
under the research tab on our website.  

DID YOU TRY THIS PROJECT? Message a photo of your quilt square to 253-343-7004 along with your first name, 
age, and the town you live in, and the Historical Society will share it on Instagram @washingtonhistory. 
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NEW DIVERSITY IN LOCAL HISTORY GRANT 
PROGRAM CREATES PAID INTERNSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS WASHINGTON

A critical element of the Washington State Historical Society’s mission is to provide 
mentoring, training, and resources to heritage organizations around the Evergreen 
State. During 2020 and 2021, the Society conducted a survey of Washington’s 
heritage sector to assess needs, goals, and more. The survey results revealed severe 
economic impacts related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and also that while many of 
these institutions acknowledge and want to address systemic racism, they are in need 
of guidance, added capacity, and funding to effectively execute projects that bolster 
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI).

Achieving equity is essential to the long-term health of the statewide heritage sector. 
To support heritage organizations in moving forward with DEI work, the WSHS 
requested state funds to create a competitive grant initiative. The resulting Diversity in 
Local History (DLH) grant program will serve as a vital vehicle to move organizations 
toward their DEI objectives through paid internships that both increase organizational 
capacity and foster diverse talent within the heritage sector.

Eleven organizations were approved for funds in the first grant cycle, with work on 
defined DEI projects and the corresponding internships beginning in January 2022. 
The DEI projects include developing internal policies and inclusive frameworks, 
creating exhibitions and markers, establishing partnerships, generating public 
programs, and collections work.

Grants will be distributed on a reimbursement basis, meaning organizations must have 
sufficient funds on hand to pay interns regularly and must provide documentation of 
that payment before receiving grant dollars as reimbursement. The competitive grant 
process will repeat annually and is open to all non-profits, tribal organizations, and 
local governmental entities in Washington State who have a heritage-based mission 
and serve the public.

Current college students and recent graduates seeking paid internships can apply 
directly to the individual organizations, and learn more about the process at  
www.WashingtonHistory.org/DLH.

2021 DLH GRANT RECIPIENTS
Jefferson County Historical Society, Port Townsend, $10,300

Highline Heritage Museum, Burien, $9,000  

Olympia Historical Society and Bigelow House Museum, Olympia, $9,000  

Everett Museum of History, Everett, $7,920 

The Holocaust Center for Humanity, Seattle, $6,480  

Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, Wenatchee, $6,480  

City of Lacey Museum, Lacey, $5,616  

Neely Mansion Association, Auburn, $4,320   

Southwest Seattle Historical Society, Seattle, $3,456

Washington Trust for Historic Preservation, Seattle, $3,437 

Franklin County Historical Society, Pasco, $9,000

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DLH GRANT PROGRAM?   Contact Allison.Campbell@wshs.wa.gov or see www.WashingtonHistory.org/DLH

An advertising card from the Newcomb Loom Works of Davenport, 
IA, printed in 1890. The simple, brightly colored shapes create 
a floral design. What image would you draw on your own quilt 
square? WSHS  2015.10.61.

A “crazy quilt” pattern is typically made of many irregularly 
shaped pieces or scraps of fabric. This crazy quilt was pieced by 
Clara Littlejohn (1890-1910) in Tacoma, WA. The quilt features 42 
colorful blocks and measures 6 feet wide by 7 feet long. Clara added 
embroidered designs of leaves, flowers, and a butterfly. She made 
this quilt while lying on her back during an illness. What stories do 
you think Clara wanted to tell with this quilt? WSHS 1957.29.1.To	 learn	 more	 about	 quilts,	 see	 Handstitched Worlds: The 

Cartography of Quilts from the American Folk Art Museum 
in New York, on view at the Washington State History 
Museum through January 24, 2022. More information at  
www.WashingtonHistory.org/exhibits.




