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Sharing heritage and history from
communities around Washington
and the Old Oregon Country.

HIDDEN MURALS DISCOVERED IN OKANOGAN
Decorative murals painted in 1917 were recently
discovered on the interior walls of a commercial
building in Okanogan. The two 60-foot-long murals,
depicting natural landscapes of trees, shrubbery and
water, were created by an artist from Wenatchee named
W.J. McConn, according to information tracked down
by the Okanogan County Historical Society. Nick
and Lisa Timm, owners of the building, were in the
process of remodeling the 1907 structure when the
murals were discovered. With support from an online
fundraising campaign, the vintage works of art will
preserved and displayed in the restaurant and tavern
the Timms are in the process of building. The new
establishment will be called The Red Light Bar, which
is a nod to a nearby traffic signal—the only one in town.

Hands-On History Activities to engage young learners with history.
The Fourth Grade Project
By Emily A. Gogerty-Northrip,
Washington State Historical Society
WHAT’S THE LAST PICTURE YOU TOOK? If you have a phone
or a tablet, you might take many pictures every day. Personally,
the last picture I took was a selfie of my brother and me on our
morning walk, and my phone is full of photographs of my family,
my friends, and my cats.
When we take a picture, we know its story; we know who or what
is in it, what is happening, who took the picture, and why. When
we look at a photograph taken by someone else, we can try to
guess the answers to those questions.

The hidden mural recently uncovered in Okanogan. Courtesy
Chris Cashman.

12TH ANNUAL LUSHOOTSEED CONFERENCE: CULTURAL VITALITY IN THE
TIME OF COVID

A portrait is a painting, drawing, or photograph of a person. This
Spring at the Washington State History Museum, you can see
many portraits of kids from around the world in an exhibition
called The Fourth Grade Project.

Saturday, April 23, 2022

Here is one picture from The Fourth Grade Project. What are
some of the first things you notice about this photo?

The annual Lushootseed Conference will take place in-person in Seattle and online on April 23. The 12th annual conference is
presented by Lushootseed Research, an organization “dedicated to sustaining Lushootseed language and culture to enhance crosscultural knowledge, wisdom and relations, as shared and celebrated by the First Peoples of Puget Sound, through research, recording,
publishing and the presentation of oral traditions and literature.” The in-person conference will be held at Seattle University and
the online conference will be presented via Zoom. For more information or to register: www.lushootseedresearch.org/events.php.

Judy Gelles, the photographer who made these portraits,
traveled the world talking to fourth graders. She asked them
three questions: Who do you live with? What do you wish for?
What do you worry about?
Can you tell how the fourth grader in this photo answered Judy’s
three questions? What do you notice about the answers?

Pacific Northwest History Conference

DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE: CREATIVITY AND CURIOSITY IN NORTHWEST HISTORY
Friday, September 30 and Saturday, October 1, 2022
The 68th Pacific Northwest History Conference will be held on Friday,
September 30 and Saturday, October 1 in the Tri-Cities. This year’s in-person
conference centers on creativity and curiosity, which organizers say “are at
the heart of the practice of doing historical research,” adding that “intuition
and storytelling both play central roles in the process of uncovering the
past and communicating our findings with diverse audiences and with our
fellow historians.” The Pacific Northwest History Conference is organized
by the Washington State Historical Society, and all are welcome to attend
“a forum for exchange among historians, scholars from other disciplines,
museum professionals, educators, archivists, historic preservationists,
graduate students, history enthusiasts and community members.” For more
information or to register: www.WashingtonHistory.org/pnwhc.

Meet authors, archivists, historians and others working in Northwest history on COLUMBIA Conversations, available wherever you get podcasts.
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If you were a part of The Fourth Grade Project, how would you
answer those three questions?
Judy could have just interviewed students around the world, but
she also took their photo. Why do you think she did that?
Photos can help us record and understand the present and learn
about the past. The next time you take a picture, or look at a
picture, ask yourself: What story does this photo tell?

What story do you think this photo helps tell?
Judy Gelles, St. Lucia Portrait, St. Lucia, Public School, 2015; digital print on
Diabond; 40 x 30 inches, Courtesy of Pentimenti Gallery, Philadelphia.

DID YOU KNOW that a WSHS family
membership is only $75 for a year? Visit the
museum as many times as you like! Check
www.WashingtonHistory.org/membership or
scan the QR code for details.

To see more photos and stories from The Fourth Grade Project,
visit the museum now through May 25, and check out The Fourth
Grade Project website at https://fourthgradeproject.com/.

DID YOU HELP YOUR CHILD ANSWER THE THREE QUESTIONS? Feel free to share their responses and tag us on
Instagram @washingtonhistory and #4thgradeproject.
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