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About the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR STATE AND 
LOCAL HISTORY (AASLH)
�National nonprofit association, provides leadership and 
resources to practitioners at museums, historical societies, 
and related organizations. 

�Professional development, research, annual conference, 
special projects, advocacy

�Advances public history practice and connect history 
practitioners to critical issues in the field and to one another. 



The Semiquincentennial is a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity. AASLH has been planning since 2017.
�Widely share an inclusive, relevant vision of American history
�Strengthen history organization through new funding, 
practices, programs

�Every history organization—all sizes, all locations—can 
contribute



Current Activities
�Providing leadership and resources to assist museums, 
historic sites, related organizations in planning — webinars, 
reports, blog posts, etc.

�Sharing news of opportunities, resources available for 250th-
related programs and projects

�Tracking national, state, local developments; advocating on 
behalf of the field

�Facilitating coordination, communication between 
associations, national planners, state and local organizations



The Field Guide for the 
Semiquincentennial
�Big ideas and guiding themes to help you 
prepare for 2026.

�Helps local institutions connect with national 
commemoration.

�Funded by NEH, created in collaboration 
with dozens of scholars and museum 
professionals.

�Published by AASLH in 2021, being used by 
thousands of museums/historical societies 
around the country.



Themes
�Unfinished Revolutions
�Power of Place
�We the People
�American Experiment
�Doing History

These themes can: 
�Lend cohesiveness to a commemoration 
driven by local history. 

�Offer entry points for institutions who do not 
feel strong connection to 1776. 

�Provide flexibility to tell range of stories. 



Research
Reframing History
� Funded by Mellon Foundation, provides deeply-researched, tested recommendations for 

more effectively communicating about history. Resource for communicating with new 
audiences, funders about importance of history work.

National Census of History Organizations
� Funded by National Endowment for Humanities, researched how many history 

organizations there are in the United States—more than 21,000. Provides data to make 
clear the ubiquity (and small size) of history organizations. 

Small History Org. Needs Assessment (Future)
� Hoping to conduct national needs assessment of small history organizations in 2024, 

pending grant funding.



Future Activities

• Additional printing of Field Guide
• Workshops for small history orgs to encourage strategic 

planning with an eye toward 2026
• Coordinating assistance for state commissions
• Providing resources as necessary—let us know!



“Beyond 250”

What will the legacy of this anniversary be?
� Semiquincentennial has transformative potential. Bicentennial transformed history and 

museum work: created the modern “public history” field, dramatically changed historic 
preservation, led to huge changes in federal funding of history and museums, and in other 
ways large and small changed how people engaged with history.

� How might this anniversary affect the next generation of history engagement?
� What do you hope the the legacy of the Semiquincentennial will be?



THANK YOU!
Visit AASLH.org/250 to download the Field Guide or for more information about AASLH’s 
involvement in 250th anniversary planning.


